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H WOOD WARY OF THEATRE TELE 








Greenlight for the Greenfelts 
May Hypo Saratoga’s Slow Start 


Saratoga, Aug. 1. 
Saratoga season is still a ques- 


tion mark. Inclement weather and 
shuttered casinos have brought 
sub-par attendance. Track is) 


2,000 off last year’s preem session, 
and handle considerably lower. 
However, word has been passed 
along that the greenfelts are to 
open tomorrow night (Wed.) and 
that’s expected to hypo biz. Re- 
sort’s attendance is generally be- 
low last year. Natives say maybe 
people are healthier or the war 
scare is keeping them near home- 
base. 

The major niteries hope to wind 
up with a healthy season. Piping 
Rock opened last night (Mon.) to 
a 75% house, Morton Downey and 


Frank Libuse topping. Riley’s 
Lake House, with a burley-style 
show, is near -capacity; Lili St. 


Cyr at the Helm. The Brook, with 
‘Gigi Durston, is way off. 

There’s no late business any- 
where. Cafe men expect late 
shows to develop when the season 
fully gets under way but at this 
point local businessmen are wear- 
ing the look of a bettor who lost 
eight straight races. Crowds are 
comparatively parsimonious, most 
hotels are below capacity, but 
prices compare with former years. 
There were times when Albany inns 
had a bonanza via the Saratoga 
overflow but no such condition 
prevails this year. 

Wise money says the best ad 
this resort can have this year 
would be newspaper reports that 
wheels are not spinning. Word 
could be passed along to inter- 
ested parties later. Senate investi- 
gation may have frightened many 
prospective attendees, but it’s gen- 
erally axfomatic that no matter 


what, greenfelts will be running 
at Saratoga, whether okayed or 
sneak. 





‘HOUSES’ TOUCHY TODAY, 
SO ANDERSON YANKS IT 


Fearing that it might be “misin- 
terpreted” in view of present world 
conditions, Maxwell Anderson has 
withdrawn his “Both Your Houses” 
from both professional and amateur 
performance. Playwright thought 
he had already withdrawn the 
work, but learned that it was pre- 
sented last week at the Berkshire 
playhouse, Stockbridge, Mass., so 
he notified his agents of the nix 
yesterday (Tues.) 


Although the drama was the Pul- 
itzer Prize-winner of the 1932-33 
season, its militant liberal theme 
might be considered to have sub- 
versive connotations now. Ander- 
son figured. That possibility was 
apparently accentuated by the fact 
that, for last week’s strawhat pre- 
sentation, the script was revised 
here and there to give it a topical 
value. Whole matter was brought 
to the author’s attention by a 


friend who saw the Stockbridge 
showing, 


~» 
+> 





Buddy De Sylva Biopic 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
The B. G. (Buddy) DeSylva bio- 
| pic is up again, with the passing 
of the songsmith. 
Comedian-writer Sid Silvers is 
working with DeSylva’s_ stepson, 
David Shelley, on the project. 


$11,000,000 Deheit 
Revealed in 1949 
For Brit. Pic Prod. 


London, Aug. 1. 

A net deficit of upwards of $11,- 
000,000 was estimated by Lord 
Archibald in a House of Lords de- 
bate as the cost of British produc- 
tion during 1949. There were 82 
pictures made during the 12-month 
period at a total budget of approxi- 
mately $42,000,000. 

Box office revenue, after allow- 
ing for admission tax, approached 
$200,000,000, but British producers 
received only $20,000,000 as their 
share. That meant a deficiency in 
the home market for British pro- 
duction of over $22,000,000. Gen- 
erous estimate of overseas earnings 
was around $11,000,000, which 

(Continued on page 47) 


H’wood’s ‘What War?— 
Who Needs It?’ as Boom 








| 





By ABEL GREEN 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
Hollywood today is like this: 
They’re not: as worried about 
| television. Grosses are perking 
and seemingly the picture business 
| is not going to resign from the 
| world. 
| Hollywood accepts with grim 
humor a crack ascribed to 20th- 
pte: veepee Al Lichtman, “‘As soon 
| 





as the aircraft factories start work- 
(ing three shifts, watch the return 
,;of great showmanship to Holly- 
| wood.” 

| Hollywood today sees_ hotels 
i|booming, almost like the war 
‘years; niteries and eateries doing 
| better; people with money worry- 
‘ing more about inflation, hence 
| spending now on such material 
things as building materiel on the 
theory that it’s a staple. 

The- Coast is still rather unsure 
about the war news; looks upon 
‘the Korean situation as (1) some- 
thing akin to a bad dream, and 
(2) who needs it? 


Hollywood today is reveling 
more than ever in its swimming 
pools, sunshine, golf, bathing 


beaches, sunshine, tourists, God’s 





(Continued on page 47) 


Brings Free-Spending Era. 
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FILMITES SEE {T 
AS EAHIB WEDGE 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 

Fear that Hollywood’s support of | 
the exhibitor fight against televi- 
sion may become a boomerang is | 
| beginning to haunt film execs. Film | 
| industry is afraid that theatre TV, | 
| heralded as the boxoffice answer to | 
video, may attain such potency that 
it will relegate films to a minor | 
consideration in exhibitor opera- | 
tions. | 
Should theatre TV become big | 
as predicted, it’s felt, it may force | 
films into a secondary spot in the- | 
atres and put exhibitors in the) 
driver’s seat in film rental deals, 
|even for the choicest product. 
| Hollywood execs’ attitude to the- 
|atre TV was revealed in an in- 
formal gab-session on the subject | 
here last week, participated in by 
William Perlberg, prez of the 
| Screen Producers Guild; Oliver H. | 
|P. Garrett, exec of the Screen}! 
Writers Guild; Art Arthur, exec! 
secretary of the Motion Picture In- | 
|dustry Council, and Nathan L.| 
| Halpern, theatre TV consultant to} 
'the Theatre Owners of America’ 
| and other exhib organizations. Hal- 
/pern, who headquarters in New 
|York, was of the Coast for a 
speech Friday (28) to the Southern 
‘California Theatre Owners Assn.., | 
!in which he blasted Zenith Radio’s 


(Continued on page 6) 


Webs Screening 
Military Bait 


{ 
| 

















The four major networks have | 
started the job of screening their | 
personnel to determine the num- | 
ber of eligibles that might be. 
called up for military service. | 
Those facing such calls include a, 
number of key men holding re-| 
serve status, such as Sylvester L. 
(Pat) Weaver, NBC’s top tele exec; 
his aide, Fred Wile; Dave Sutton, 
CBS’ tele sales exec, ete. 

Networks want to get some idea | 
as to how they’ll shape up, man-_ 
power-wise, should the potential 
candidates for mobilization be 
grabbed off. 





Mickey Rooney to Top 
125G Medicine Show, 
Boxtops Admish Fee 


Chicago, Aug. 1. 

Hadocol, patent medicine con- 
| cern, is picking up one of the big- 
| gest talent tabs in recent years, to 
| plug the home remedy. Gate fee 
| will be a box top of its product. | 
| Over $125,000 will be paid out to) 
Mickey Rooney, Connee Boswell, 
Roy Acuff, Minnie Pearl, Anita 
Martell, Sharkey’s Dixieland band 
and a host of clowns for 16-day 
arena tour of the south starting 
Aug. 21. 

Tour was set by Sid Epstein, of 
Chi William Morris office. 














Team New Faces With Vet Stars 


To Aid the B. 


+ Major Hollywood studios may be 





Jolson’s USO Pic 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
Work of USO-Camp Shows in 
sending entertainers around the 
world during the last war may be 
pictured in a musical planned by 
Jerry Wald and Norman Krasna 

for their new company via RKO. 
It would star Al Jolson, doing 
both his own singing and acting, 
sans Larry Parks, who depicted 


him in his two autobiog films for | 


Columbia. 


Pix and Video 
Kill Plays, Sez 
G. Bernard Shaw 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 1. 

George Bernard Shaw, who was 
94 last week, recently got off some 
cryptic observations on films and 
TV in a note to Maurice Evans. 
Actor was interested in doing both 
“Devil’s Disciple’ and “Man and 
Superman” in pix, and he wrote to 





os 


GBS asking him whether the play- | 


wright would be interested in sell- 
ing him the screen rights. 

Evans figured on doing the pic- 
tures after his tour next season in 
“Disciple.” Couple of years ago 
he did “Man and Superman” both 
in New York and on tour, and was 
anxious to star in that, too, in a 
picture. He wasn’t long in getting 
a reply from Shaw. On a per- 
sonally-handwritten ha’penny., post- 
card, GBS dispatched this reply to 
Evans: 

“Quite out of the question. The 
film rights to the two plays would 
cost $160,000 to start with. Not 
your job. The film actor who 
speculates is lost. Films don’t help 


0., Exhibitors Urge 


| doing the right thing by trying to 
/groom new stars but they aren't 
going about it in the right way, ac- 
cording to many indie exhibitors. 
Few of the newcomers with star- 
dom potentialities yet have the 
marquee lure to carry a picture on 
their own, the-exhibs claim. As a 
result, they think the _ studios 
should return to the system once 
featured by Metro of always team- 
|ing a youngster on the rise with an 
established star. 


Metro, as well as some of the 
other big studios, it’s recalled, orig- 
|inally broke in their fledglings 
either in shorts or B films. Then 
when the’ studio figured they had 
the necessary background and ex- 
perience, they gave them a crack 
(ata top A picture, but slotted them 
opposite an established player. 

Robert Taylor, for example, got 
his first Metro chevrons:in the old 
“Crime Doesn’t Pay” two-reelers, 
and both Lana Turner and Van 
Johnson broke in with the old “Dr. 
Kildare” series. Mickey Rooney, 
a member of the “Mickey Mc- 
Guire” shorts while a kid, gained 
his first prominence as the star of 
the “Hardy Family” series. 

Today the star aspirants are in 
that transitional phase but the ma- 
jors, either through lack of time to 

| (Continued on page 53) 





‘SHUBERT ‘PASSING SHOW’ 
"MAY BE VIDEO PACKAGE 


| Georgie Price, vet of many Shu- 

bert revues, is talking with John 
Shubert to emcee and narrate a 
“Shuberts’ Passing Show” program 
for television. Hudson Motors is 
interested. 


This has nothing to do with an 
‘abortive idea about a ‘Shubert 


Cavalcade” of the best from old 
“Artists & Models,” “Passing 
Shows” and_ sundry  Shuberts’ 


“Nights” (“Night in Spain,” “Night 
in Paris,” etc.), revues. 
primed for the Broadway - stage 
only. 














plays. They kill them. So does 
television. Stick to the boards. 
Keep off the screen.” 

Word 


Famous 


STARLIGHT ROOF 


NEW 


Waldorf Astoria Hotel 


YORK 


NOW PRESENTING 


Under the Direction of 
i PHIL SPITALNY il 


The Hour of Charm 


| All Girl Orchestra and Choir 
Featuring EVELYN and Her Magie Violin | | 
| 
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Ed Wynn Reprises ‘Wily Wisdoms 
Made in 47; Predictions Prove True 





By ED WYNN + 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
I've never picked a Kentucky 
Derby winner, a major league pen- 
nant race or an Army-Navy foot- 


ball game correctly in my life, but | 


that doesn’t stop me from indulg- 
ing in America’s favorite hobby of 
making predictions about almost 
anything. 

The trouble with predicting is 
that it puts the prognosticator out 
on alimb. Many times these guys 
tall off on their face. But one of 
limb that is 


my inventions is a 
shaped like Betty Grable’s. Any- 
body who falls off of my inven- 


tion is just plain careless. 
Armed with this invention, back 
in December of 1947, 





| 


I went out | 


on a limb with a list of 10 predic- | 


tions about the future of television, 
in a letter I wrote to a Chicago ad- 
vertising agency. 

Today, 
with a full season of experience 
in the new medium under my belt, 

(Continued on page 53) « 


BATHING-SUIT CLINCH 
GETS CANADIAN NIX 


Ottawa, Aug. 1. 
Canadian censors last week nixed 
use in advertising of Samuel Gold- 
wyn’s “Our Very Own,” a “clinch” 
still widely employed in U. S. copy. 
Photograph was of Farley Granger 
and Ann Blyth in a tight hold, 
dressed in bathing suits on a beach. 
Scene in which the clineh ap- 
pears was not deleted from the 
film. Bluenosers apparently figured 
that the context of sequences re- 
moved any connotation that might 

be in the advertising still alone. 


Karloff’s ‘Uncle Boris’ 
Kid Series for WNEW 


Boris Karloff, quondam film 
menace, is switching to the role of 
“Uncle Boris” in a new WNEW, 
N. Y., series beamed for the mop- 
pet market. Karloff, who scored 
as the monster in the “Franken- 
stein” pic and is now starred in 
“Peter Pan” on Broadway, will 








spin disks from children’s albums, | $800,000. 


Idea of WNEW program direc- | 


read poetry and tell stories. 


almost three years later, | 


tor Dick Pack is to give the stanza. 


a brotherhood pitch, through anti- 
prejudice records and tales deal- 
ing with voungsters of many lands. 
It will go into a Sunday afternoon 
period late this month. 


Sam Goldwyn, Disk Jock, 
To Plug His Own Pix Too 


Samuel Goldwyn will turn disk 
jockey for a four-week run on 
WNBC, key outlet of the NBC web 
in New York. Indie film producer 
signed a deal with WNBC station 
manager Ted Cott to provide a 
commentary for recordings taken 
from the soundtracks of Holly- 
wood musicals. -Shows are to be 
aired in the 7:30 Tuesday night 
slot, starting next week (8). 

Goldwyn will tape the shows in 
N. Y. this week, prior to his re- 
turn to the Coast on Friday (4). 
Goldwyn, who follows Leopold 
Stokowski in the new lineup of 
disk jocks rounded up by Cott, will 
do the shows as part of his pub- 
licity buildup for his two latest 
films, “Our Very Own” and “Edge 
of Doom.” 





| 
| 
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Chevalier’s 39 TV Pix 


Paris, Aug. 1. 

Arthur Lesser has signed Mau- 
rice Chevalier to a series of 39 
weekly TV _ half-hour shows in 
which he’ll warble two songs and 
emcee guesters. 

Stanzas will be filmed in Paris. 
Meanwhile, Lesser is returning to} 
New York in an effort to snare a | 
sponsor. General Motors’ Buick | 
division reportedly may bankroll. | 


War Jitters Chases | 
Reis Out of Vienna 


In Middle of Prod. 


Vienna, Aug. 1. 

Irving Reis, director of Mort | 
Briskin-Bob Smith Productions’ | 
Hitler-Eva Braun film, “Magic 
Face,” bolted without notice two 
days before the picture’s rolling , 
date when the entire cast and staff 
had assembled at Vienna locations. 
He worked throughout Monday 
(24), but.then scrammed with only 
a small suitcase. 

Reis wired co-producer Briskin 
that his pregnant wife, plus war 
fears, prevented his concentrating 
upon the film, Director hasn’t been 
seen here since his flight. Mean- 
while, B-S Productions are plan- 
ning a heated protest to the Screen 
Directors Guild and are also map- 
ping legal action. 

Reached in Paris through assist- 

















WILL MAHON EY 
THE INIMITABLE 
Starting Aug. 10 


Bellevue Casino, Montreal, Canada 


Continuing tour of North 
Continent 


Represented by 
ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP. 


American 








Salzburg Fete's 


Top Tourist Take 


By JOSEF ISRAELS, Il 


Salzburg, July 25. 

Salzburg’s 30th annual Festival 
of Music and Drama is about to 
swing into gear with opening per- 
formance of Mozart’s “Don Gio- 
vanni” with star-studded Vienna 
Opera cast led by Willem Fuert- 
wangler. Town is already count- 
ing up what it believes will be top 
tourist take of all time, exceeding 


ance of the Music Corp. of Amer-|even Austria’s previous banner 
ica, Frank Tuttle is due here to- | year of 1938. Hotels have been 
day (Tues.) by plane to take over | sold solid for miles around. 
Reis’ chores. It’s now anticipated| Tickets for all events have been 
that “Face” will get underway | “ynavailable” since a few hours 
within a week. Long active on the | after boxoffices opened in May. 
Hollywood scene, Reis more re-| It’s well-known, however, that scal- 
cently directed “Enchantment” and | pers have plenty of ducats for 
“Roseanna McCoy” for Samuel | latecomers at prices ranging from 
Goldwyn. | twice to five times the b.o. figure, 
“Face” reportedly is based upon | depending on whether it’s “Don 
Hitler's last days with his para-|Giovanni” with Ljuba Welitsch 


mour before the Allied Armies en- 
tered Berlin. Cast is headed by 
Patricia Knight and Luther Adler. 
Budget is said to be around 





AWAIT SAG MOVE. 
ON TELE AUTHORIT 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 


Next move is up to the 0, 


Actors Guild to break the deadlock |! 


in a jurisdictional dispute with the 
Television Authority over film 
thesps in video. Membership of 


the American Federation of Radio 
Artists and other affiliate talent 
unions adopted a resolution at a 


TVA meeting Sunday night (30) | 
calling for both factions to appoint | 


committees for coordination of 
rates and working conditions. 
Meanwhile, AFRA exec-secretary 


| George Heller declared that his 


group is ready to deal with a com- 
mittee named by SAG and the 
Screen Extras Guild, but as yet 
there had been no notification from 
the Guilds of their intent to adju- | 
dicate differences. 
here through the week to set up a 
meeting of committee should the 


and Tito Gobbi; a Yehudi Menuhin 
concert with the Vienna Philhar- 
monic (the two top draws) or a 
chamber music serenade (‘low on 
the musical totem pole). The tra- 
ditional open air “Jederman,” as 
originated by Max Reinhardt in 


| the Cathedral Square, and Oscar | 
pro- | 
by | 


Karlweis in an Ernst Lathar 
‘duction of “The Spendthrift,” 
epee are top dramatic num- 
bers on the 1950 menu. 


Town has just gonesthrough big- 


gest orgy of repairing, rebuilding , 


/and cleaning up since war's end. 
'ECA dough has been poured into 
much of this, especially hotel re- 
habilitation. Scaffolding 
coming down as the streets begin 
to fill up with license plates from 
Belgium, Sweden, 
fornia and Switzerland. Lots of 
U. S. show biz and picture people 
are on hand, including Anatole 
Litvak, Cornel Wilde and wife, Pa- 


‘tricia Knight, Turhan Bey, Hal 
| Wallis, Wm. L. Shirer, Mort Bris- 
kin and Luther Adler. More are 


Heller remains | 


Guilds accept a proposal for wash- | 


up of the points at issue. 
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expected during festival's 40-day 
run. 

Gambling casino has opened up 
in Barock Bar, operated by French 
|'syndicate under government li- 
cense. Locals are supposed to be 
barred from wheels and _ tables, 
| which are geared to trim foreign- 

ers. Hotel and restaurant prices 


' naturally up 30 to 100% for the 
, month of the big take. 











Skoal! 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
Addiction to alcohol has led 
many people to many places— 
notably to Alcoholics Anony- 
mous. It remained for comic 
Dave Barry, however, to get 
into AA the éasy way, 


Barry became the group's 
first “honorary” member last 
week after AGVA, of which he 
is a member, nixed a gratis ap- 
pearance before the group. In 
turning it down, AGVA men- 
tioned that it doesn't prohibit 
gratis performances for groups 
of which the performer is a 
member. AA promptly desig- 
nated Barry an honorary mem- 
ber and cleared the way for 
the — stint. 


oe C! FLivh wrens 
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England, Cali-| 





Map Lauder Memorial 


Edinburgh, July 25. 
Plans are under way to hold a 
“Harry Lauder Week” in Porto- | 
bello, the late minstrel’s birthplace 


this year’s Edinburgh International 
} Festival. Aim is to raise money for 
a memorial variety theatre. 

| Details of the proposal have 
been sent to Sir Andrew Murray, 
Lord Provost of Edinburgh. Profits 
|from the proposed theatre, it’s 
| suggested, shéuld be used to set 
| up a school of variety where young 
entertainers could be given free 
tuition. 


3 Medal of Honor Heroes 
In Italy Have Story Pixed, 
| Rushed Into Par Release 


Paramount is now editing and 
will rush into early release a one- 
hour film which tells the stories of 
three Medal of Honor winners and 
their exploits in the Italian cam- 
paign of the last war. Par is speed- 
ing release because of the awak- 
ened public interest in miltary mat- 
ters stemming from the Korean 
crisis. Pic, made in the east with 
A. J. Richard, head of its newsreel 
company, as producer, had been 
planned, however, before the North 
Koreans went below the 38th par- 
allel. 

Large amount of footage for the 
film came from the U. S. Army’s 
archives. Balance of pic is derived 
from Paramount newsreel clips, 
with footage from both woven to- 
gether to make a sustained story. 
By concentrating on three medal 
winners, Par execs hope to avoid 
the episodic nature of newsreel 
compilations. 


Quentin Reynolds has done the 
commentary in the film. Pic, which 
has yet to be given a title, includes 
'in its footage a followup of what 
| became of each medal winner in 
civilian life following “the war. 
Italian campaign was chosen, it is 
said, because it is considered the 
toughest in the European theatre. 


WAR SCARE BOOMS U.S. 











The “one man’s loss is another's 
gain” axiom is being vividly dram- 
atized in the current American and 
Latin-American tourism. The war 
has dented Europe, 
| booming to a new summer peak, 
and the fashionable hostelries in 
Arizona and Southern California 
tions. The management of the 
Waldorf-Astoria knows of 
bridal couples who were almost lit- 
erally snatched off deluxe ocean 
liners and shipped off for Florida, 
Puerto Rico, Mexican or Cali- 
fornian honeymoons instead by 
doting parents. 


The airlines are largely credited 
for 
their excellent campaigns on cut- 
rate passage, package deals, 
Schoolteachers, clergy and kindred 
white-collar patronage from the 


| 


Carolinas and Georgia traditionally | 
low | 


|'took advantage of Florida's 
| summer rates, but the war has sent 


‘the northerners south in a manner | 


‘which may finally realize Florida’s 

hope of becoming a summer resort, 
/as well as a winter haven, akin to 
what has been happening to the’ 
| Riviera. 


Nothing Backward About 





Serutan’s buy of 100 minutes of 
time weekly on ABC, through two 
| cross-the-board shows, will bring 
the web around $350,000 in time 
fees. 
' In line with recent interest in 
news, Serutan will take a five- 
/minute newscast in the 12:25 p.m. 
| segment, starting Sept. 18. Com- 
/pany is also buying a 15-minute 
, Stanza, to start Sept. 11, which will | 
| probably be slotted between 2:30 
and 3 p.m. with an informal com- 


'mentary by Norman Brokenshire | 


| being mulled. Sponsorship of the 
Victor Lindlahr strip was renewed. | 
Agency is Roy S. Durstine. 
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near here, during final weck of. 


AND LATIN TOURISM. 


sent Florida | 


now are snarled for aceommoda- | 


several | 


the Florida boom because of. 


etc. 


Serutan’s 3506 ABC Buy 


U.S. Defense Dept. Nixes Newsreels 
On Release-Date Request in TV Rivalry 


Washington, Aug. 1. 

y U. S. Defense Dept. set a far- 
‘reaching precedent this week when 
| it nixed a request by the five news- 
| reel companies for release dates on 
film footage turned over to the 
reels and television stations. This 
| footage is shot by the Army Signal 
Corps in Korea and pooled for use 
by all media. Decision gives the 
TV field a decided advantage over 
the reels, since they can rush the 
clips for early telecasting while the 
reels are bound by semi-weekly 
issue dates. 

Question never came up before 
because TV was only in its infancy 
during the last war, when the ree!s 


were customarily supplied with 
Signal Corps celluloid. Defense 
Dept. officials in denying the reels’ 


request for specific release dates 
take the position that news should 
not be held up but rushed to the 
public at the earliest possible date. 

Execs of the five reels have _al- 
ready decided to cut down on the 
use of Signal Corps stuff in view 
of the adverse ruling. They will 
depend on their own exclusive foot- 
age and are planning to up the 
number of newsreel cameramen 
assigned to the Korean front. In 
asking for an even news break with 
video, the reels claimed that it 
would insure the widest possible 
use of the footage, since it is inevi- 
table that the theatres would cut 
down on clips which have played 
on local tele stations several days 
before. 

Previously, TV stations had re- 
quested the newsreel companies for 
servicing of sequences shot by reel 
cameramen in Korea. This request 
was promptly rejected by the reels. 
Video is sending its own camera- 
men to the Far East in addition 
to its being supplied by the Army, 

Battle came into the forefront 
last week, when the five reels 
each sent wires to their Washing- 
ton reps instructing them to peti- 
tion the Defense Dept. for set re- 
lease dates. The reps thereupon 
contended with Government offi- 
cials that the practice of setting no 
release dates was “sloppy.” They 
asked for Wednesday release for 
Monday makeup and Saturdays for 
Thursday makeup. 

Signal Corps has been supplying 
reels and video with 3,000-4,000 
feet weekly. The reels, however, 
have been using far more of their 
own stuff than of official Govern- 
ment clips. 


LAWRENCE PLAYS ON 
DESPITE SPINE BREAK 


Dennis, Mass., Aug. 1. 

Despite a spine fracture sustained 
in a fall last week, Gertrude Law- 
rence is continuing as co-star with 
Dennis King in “Traveller's Joy” 
|}at the Cape playhouse here this 
week. She also intends trving to 
play a scheduled engagement in 
the comedy next week at the Coun- 
try playhouse, Westport, Conn. She 
has been advised by her doctor to 
rest for several weeks, but is play- 
ing with a tightly strapped back 
and is remaining in bed whenever 
she is not in the theatre. 

The star received the injury last 





Wednesday afternoon (26) when a- 


small footbridge near the Falmouth 
playhouse, Connamessett, col- 
| lapsed, throwing her backward into 
shallow’ water. Although = she 
fainted twice onstage, she insisted 
on going on Wednesday night, and 
played matinee and evening per- 
formances Thursday (27). X-ray 
/examination Friday morning (28) 
|at Cape Cod hospital, Hyannis, re- 
vealed the injury to be a fracture 
instead of a bad bruise, as had 
_ been supposed. 

Both the Cape and Falmouth 
| playhouses are operated by Miss 
aarere husband, Richard Ald- 
rich. . 


_Anti-Red Info Pic 


Sent to Servicemen 


Washington, Aug. 1. 

Three hundred prints of a 30- 
minute “informational” film, pro- 
duced by the Army Signal Corps, 
are being sent to American mili- 
tary posts throughout the world for 
showing to servicemen. It’s ex- 
pected that over 200,000 Army 
troops alone will view the film 
within the next month. 

Purpose of the film is to alert 
servicemen to the dangers of com- 
munism and techniques which may 
'be-used to weaken their morale. 
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Hughes Eyes Offer of $3,220,000 For | 


His Interest in RKO Prod.-Distrib Co. 





Hollywood, Aug. 1. + 


Howard Hughes is _ reportedly | 
flirting with an offer to sell his 
interest in the RKO production- 
distribution company to a syndicate 
headed by L. Lawrence Green, one- 
time counsel for RKO and until re- 
cently a: member of its board. 
Green group is offering $3.50 a 
share for Hughes’ 920,000 shares, 
or a total of $3,220,000. 

RKO topper is understood wait- 
ing consummation of the currently- 
pending deal with Harry Brandt’s 
Trans-Lux syndicate for purchase 
of control of the RKO theatre 
chain before getting into final ne- 
gotiations with Green. The theatre 
deal may be signed in New York 
Thursday (3). 

Green is reported already to 
have made some agreement—or is 
planning an attempt to make an 
agreement—with Stanley Kramer 
to supervise RKO production if he 
succeeds in gaining control of the 
company. Indie producer Kramer 
has had numerous deals tossed at 
him, and as far as can be learned, 
has listened to all, but signed with 
no one. 

Who is associated with Green in 
the efforts to gain control of the 
production-distribution setup has 
not been revealed. Reports are tha®™ 
it may be N. Peter Rathvon, former 
president of RKO, with whom 
Green was close when he served 
on the board. Green repped the 
minority stockholders on the direc- 
torate. 

Attorney entered the film busi- 
ness via the legal department of 
the B. F. Keith Corp. in the ’20s. 

(Continued on page 18) 


4 Out of 7 ‘Curtain’ 
Countries Continue To 
Play American Films 


Despite the mounting heat of the 
propaganda (and real) war, four 
out of the seven major Iron Cur- 
tain countries art still playing U. S. 
pix. By the same token, pix made 
by Russia and other Communist- 
orbit nations continue to find 
screen time in this country. 

On the other hand, the flow in 
both directions is gradually drying 
up. Hollywood product is having 
a more and more difficult time 
penetrating the curtain, while the 
Commie-made pix are down to a 
bare minimum of bookings in 
American theatres. Continuing to 
show Yank pix are _ Bulgaria, 
Poland, Czechoslovakia and Yugo- 
slavia. Counted out are the Soviet 
Union, Hungary and Rumania. 

Top of about a dozen U. S. 
houses show Russe pix, none of 
them on an exclusive basis. Stan- 
ley, N. Y., is the most regular, 
while other occasional bookings are 
given in Brooklyn, Chicago, San) 
Francisco, Los Angeles and a few 
other cities. 

Oddly enough, U. S. companies 
are continuing to get coin, although 
not much, out of one of the Soviet- 
orbit countries—Czechoslovakia. In 
addition, they are getting very nice 
sums out of Tito’s independently- 
minded Yugoslavia, with which 
they have a deal that is now in its 
Second year and working very well. 

Yank product is sold in all the 

(Continued on page 20) 


ARTHUR KELLY PLANS 
TRY AT INDIE PROD. 


Arthur W. Kelly, until recently 
exec. v.p. of United Artists, is 
planning to go into indie produc- 
tion if he can set up a deal. _ He’ll 
head for the Coast next week in 
an effort to arrange financing for 
his initial pic, ‘Half-Caste.” 

Kelly had planned to film the 
yarn three years ago, during a hia- 
tus in his long association with 
UA. He was out of the company 
at that time after having become 
U. S. rep for J. Arthur Rank. He 
Was set on making the pic follow- 
ing a break with the British pro- 

(Continued on page 6) | 
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RKO Becomes Trans-Lux 


If Howard Hughes’ in- 
terest in the RKO circuit 
goes to Harry Brandt’s Trans- 
Lux chain this week, as antici- 
pated, it will mean that for 
virtually the first time in the 
history of the industry there 
will be no components of the 
Radio - Keith- Orpheum name 
on a theatre marquee. Brandt’s 
intention is to give the circuit 
the Trans-Lux moniker. 

Tag goes back almost 45 
years to the combination of 
the B. F. Keith vaude houses 
in Boston with Martin F. 
Beck’s Orpheum theatres. The 
“Radio” got into the title in 
1928 when Radio Corp. of 
America entered the picture 
with. the advent of sound. 
Radio - Keith- Orpheum took 
over the interests of Keith- 
Albee-Orpheum and Orpheum 
Circuit, Inc. 








New Owners To 
Keep Schwartz 
In RKO Chain Buy 


Sol Schwartz, exec v.p. of the 
RKO circuit, will continue as 
operating head of the chain when 
it passes to Trans-Lux ownership 
and management, it was learned 
this week from a top spokesman 
for the prospective buyers. Con- 
tracts. for takeover by Trans-Lux of 
Howard Hughes’ controlling (24%) 
interest in the RKO theatres may 
be inked tomorrow (Thursday). 

Schwartz, it was said by a 
spokesman for Harry Brandt, who 
heads the Trans-Lux syndicate, is 
considered ‘a key man” in the 
deal. Whole RKO theatre organi- 
zation, as a matter of fact, will 
continue intact, it was stated, with 
changes to be made only if “when 
we have our feet well under the 
table we discover people who are 
not doing a day’s work for a day’s 
pay.” . 

Switch in control of the circuit 
will not take place until Jan. 1, 
1951, the final date permitted by 
the New York federal court for 
Hughes to divest himself of his 
theatre holdings. Hughes’ aim in 
keeping the houses until the last 
minute is, of course, to reap their 
profits for the benefit of the asso- 
ciated production-distribution com- 
pany, which has been operating in 
or close to red ink. 

Final meeting on the deal was 


/ held in New York last Friday (28) 


by Brandt and his reps with Noah 
Dietrich, Hughes, principal nego- 
tiator and chajrman of the RKO 
board, and Tom Slack, Hughes, 
counsel. Lawyers immediately 
(Continued on page 18) 


UNITED PAR FIGURES 
WALL ST. EYE OPENER 


Figures aired by United Para- 
mount circuit in its recent half- 
year financial report on various 
buying-and-selling transactions in 
compliance with the anti-trust de- 
cree are acting as an eye-opener to 
Wall Street bankers. The latter, 
apparently taken in by recurrent 
reports of the imminent demise of 
the theatre biz through the pub- 
licized onslaught of television, 
have been bearish on exhibition to 





the point of withholding loans and | 


refinancing of flickeries. Now they 
are beginning to revise their esti- 
mates, 

What is jogging these bankers 
into renewed interest are the sub- 
stantial sums both being paid by 
UP for partner holdings and being 


planked out by the pards for UP’s | 
Besides this, there is the 


slice. 
readiness of outsiders to pay hand- 
(Continued on page 6) 


WALD'S “ASCAP 
PAYOFE SYSTEM 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 

Revolutionary concept for giv- 
ing producers, writers; directors 
and- actors a tax break is behind 
the plan of Jerry Wald and Nor- 
man Krasna in setting up their 
own indie unit currently. They 
aim to detour the old capital gains 
pitfall in favor of a royalty ar- 
rangement by which creative work- 
ers in other fields get a tax advan- 
tage. 

Wald sees in the new plan a 
tremendous hypo for 
semi-indie pic-making. With the 
break it gives Hollywoodites suf- 
fering under a top tax load, he 
sees another influx into the indie 
field, such as was experienced at 
the close of the last war when de- 
ferments and capital gains be- 
came tremendously popular. 

eouch a move would give a fur- 
ther spurt to Hollywood’s already 
growing trend toward semi- 
autonomous units at most studios. 
Wald-Krasna deal now being nego- 
tiated with RKO is on that basis, 
and there are flocks of similar ar- 
rangements at RKO, Paramount, 
Warner Bros., Columbia, Republic 
|} and Monogram. 

Capital gains setups still exist, 
but have been waning for several 
reasons. First has been the de- 
cline in biz, which has taken as- 
surances of profits out of indie 
filmmaking. Many creative people 
|have been more anxious for a sure 
|dollar on a studio payroll or at a 
stipulated fee per pic than to take 
|a chance on a loser. Most Holly- 
|woodites are starting to overcome 
|their fears or else are willing to 
|take a chance for lack of any other 
(Continued on page 6) 


Closer War Aid 
Sought by Govt. 


Washington, Aug. 1. 

U. S. Government is becoming 
impatient with the disorganized 
efforts of the fil... industry to set 
up liaison agencies with Federal 
bureaus and departments in the 
current war crisis. Herbert Ed- 
wards, chief of State Dept.’s over- 
seas motion picture division, de- 
clared today (Tues.) that he wished 
the industry woyld set up one 
body for liaison purposes “rather 
than have everyone running to 
Washington separately.” 

Edwards made his observation 
| before entering a meeting in which 
| he and other officials confabbed 
(Continued on page 23) 
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$17,000,000 Guarantee to U.S. 
Remains the Same in New Film 


Agreement Between Britain-Yanks 





Hoblitzelle’s Hypo 


Dallas, Aug. 1. 
| With all hope of removal of the 
|20% theatre admissions’ tax 
| dashed by the Korean war, Inter- 
| state circuit chief Karl Hoblitzelle | 
| has come up with a fresh plan. 
| Hoblitzelle’s scheme. calls 





for 
|ecutting existing b.o. scales by the 
/amount of the proposed tax slice. | 
|Exhibs would rely on cheaper 
| tickets to stimulate biz. 


US. Defers Beets 
Until Decrees Get 
Chance to Operate 


Washington, Aug. 1. 
Complaint against any of the| 
| majors for claimed violation of the 
anti-trust decrees will have to be 
| pretty drastic for the Dept. of Jus- 
| tice to take action at this time. The 
| Government lawyers have decided 
| to hold off on all gripes—and they 
|have files crammed with them— 

until the decrees are given: a 
chance to take effect. D of J does 
/not want to go riding off in a} 
| dozen directions while the main | 
suit is still in the litigation stage. | 
| That strategy is behind a D of J} 
| decision to take no action on Para- 
|mount’s “Samson and Delilah” al- | 
though it has received a number | 
of formal complaints from Allied | 
units. These exhib orgs have in-| 
formed the Government that Par | 
is allegedly demanding a $1 mini-| 
|mum admission for the Cecil B. | 
| DeMille opus. No action will be | 
taken to quiz Paramounters on the ; 
gripe. ° 

Same policy is dictating the Gov- | 
ernment’s stand on the New York 

(Continued on page 47) 


C. C. Moskowitz Back 


Charles C. Moskowitz, Metro’s 
veepee and treasurer, returns to 
the homeoffice today (Wed.) from 
a three-week visit to the Coast. 
Moskowitz had trekked to the stu- 
'dio to study production costs in an | 
effort to bring down pix overhead 
in the upcoming season. 

He has had a series of huddles 
‘with Louis B. Mayer and Dore 
'Schary, M-G’s production toppers. 


























bined forces this week against the 
nation’s film boxoffices, a number 
of key cities reporting to VARIETY 
are indicating generally fair busi- 
ness. In most cases, though, it’s 
the pure escapist fare, such as mu- 
sicals and derring-doers that are 
drawing heaviest grosses in the 
face of wilting weather. Sole ex- 


| basis to point up the public’s inter- 
'est in war themes currently. 

~ Consistent value of a star’s per- 
sonalling is being pointed up by 
| the sock biz of “Flame and Arrow” 
'WWB). With Burt Lancaster tour- 
ing the country to do acrobatics, 
“Flame” climbed back up into top 
place this week. Grosses range 





nice $12,000 in Kansas City, al- 
though the film is disappointing in 
Boston with $12,000. 

Otherwise, Metro musicals are 
pacing the field, with the two or 


Little Words” presaging big: things 
ahead. “Words” soared to smash 





| 


National Boxoffice Survey | 
Escapist Pix and Musicals Buck Heat; ‘Flame,’ 
‘Words,’ ‘Annie’ Lead Field; ‘711,’ ‘Very Own’ Hot | 


While heat and holdovers com- | ee 


in otherwise moderate. 
and hefty $25,000 in San 
Francisco. “Annie Get Your Gun,” 
now on holdover in most keys, is 
still showing considerable strength 
and also doing boff biz in new 
playdates, such a. its smash $18,- 
000 in Toronto. Other M-G mu- 
sical is ‘“‘Duchess of Idaho,” weak 





ception is “All Quiet on the West- | 
ern Front,” snaring good to smash | 
| biz in many situations on a reissue | 


in New York but fair to good in 
other spots. | 

In followup position this round 
are ‘‘711 Ocean Drive” (Col), “Our 
Very Own” (RKO), “Rogues of 
Sherwood Forest” (Col) and 
“Friend Irma Goes West” (Par). 
“Men” (UA) is doing fine in its 
second N. Y. week and solid in its 
opening round in Boston but only 
fair in Frisco. “Stella” (20th) is 
slim in both Los Angeles and St. 





from colossal $27,000 in Detroit to | 


Louis. “Treasure Island” (RKO) | 
is good to nifty in most spots. 
Recent plethora of westerns. 
, seems virtually to have run its 
course, although “Broken Arrow” 
| (20th) is doing big on its N. Y. | 
preem and “Winchester '73” (U) | 


three dates played so far by “Three | continues strong in holdover spots. 


| 
(Complete Boxoffice Returns on | 
Pages 10-11). 


New Anglo-U. S. films agreement 
j} hammered out by conferees at a 
| last-minute session today (Tues.) is 
} substantially the same as the old 
one. It provides a guarantee of 
$17,000,000 yearly out of Britain 
for Yank companies. 

New pact is a victory in a sense 
for the Americans in that it elimin- 
ates the incentive plan for in- 
creased production in England 
whieh the British wanted and to 
which U. S. companies unanimous- 
ly objected. Yanks lost out, how- 
ever, in their demand for an in- 
crease in the $17,000,000, although 
some minor technical changes in 
the new pact may give them a 
small amount of added coin. 

Minor changes from two-year 
agreement that expired June 13, 
but which continues temporarily in 
force until the uew deal is inked, 
include elimination of the “B Pool” 
—an incentive for greater exhibi- 
tion of British product in the U. S. 
Substituted for it will be a provi- 
sion for converting pounds into the 
coin of other soft-currency coun- 

(Continued on page 23) 


Group Seeks Distrib For 
Documentary Defense Of 
H’wood’s ‘Unfriendly 10’ 


New York headquarters of the 
National Council of the Arts, Sci- 
ences and Professions will begin 
screenings shortly of “The Holly- 
wood Ten,” a 20-minute documen- 
tary, in an attempt to find an indie 
distrib to handle it. Pic, made by 
the NCASP’s Coast chapter at a 
cost of $2,500, tells the story of 
the 10 Hollywoodites who sub- 
jected themselves to jail sentences 
by refusing to answer questions of 
the House Un-American Activities 
Committee three years ago. 

Film is made up of newsreel clips 
of the hearings before the J. Par- 

(Continued on page 22) 


+ London, Aug. 1. 
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U's Peak 17 Backlog 


PICTURES 
Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
| With the completion of “Smug-| 


ie 
RKO Changed Its Bill Every Week, 
But It Was Among Its Constantly S-uzFissthASS 


| years. 
In the editing rooms or ready for 


Shifting Execs, Reade Opines in Court s'rsi\siis "in sein’ 


“The Milkman,” “Katie,” “Ma and 

Pa Kettle Back on the Farm,” 
|“Double Crossbones,” “Saddle | 
Tramp,” “Wyoming Mail,” ‘The 
Sleeping City,” “Tomahawk,” “The 
Desert Hawk,” “Frenchie,” “Shake- 
down,” “Deported,” “Kansas Raid- 
ers” and “Under the Gun.” 


Kansas Milling Co. 
Takes Over ‘Holiday’ 





Trenton, Aug. 1. *¢ 
In a_ tongue-in-cheek opinion ° ° . 
which shrewdly plays for the yocks Pre-Trial Spitalny 


behind 20 years of incessant bick- | Exam on WB Film 
ering between Walter Reade, big x ; 
Phil Spitalny, who is pressing a 


New Jersey theatre operator, and). 

his RKO partner in the Trenton- $600,000 damage suit against 
New Brunswick chain. Judge, Michael Curtiz Productions and 
Jayne of the Jersey superior court , Warners, is scheduled to be ex- 
has ordered a splitup of the part- amined before trial Aug. 17 under 
ner ties. Decision comes after a 4 ruling handed down last week by 
string of court battles. It repre- N. Y. supreme court Justice 
sents a victory for RKO since the; Charles D. Breitel. 





¢ompany started the suit after Spitalny claims that the Warner- Co f 
fruitless dickerings. Curtiz film, “My Dream Is Yours,” ntrol rom Alcorn 
While the need for a partner contains a sequence which unfairly Roland W. (Ronnie) Alcorn, who 


hit Hollywood last year with a pur- 
portedly heavy b.r. derived through 
a killing in the grain market, is 
understood to no longer hold an 
active interest in the single film he 


competes with his “Hour of} 


breakup is based on the RKO anti- 
Charm” through use of an all-girl 


trust consent decree, which re- 
quires an end to all joint theatre orchestra similar to his. Orch lead- 
‘holdings, Judge Jayne's ruling is er is also required to produce 
actually founded on a finding that pertinent books and records. 





Management has been “paralyzed” made. Ownership of the pic, 
by the failure of Reade and RKO “Johfiny Holiday,” released by 
to get along in running the 12- ” aed United Artists, has reportedly been 
theatre chain. With both sides ouras rcut taken over by the Kansas Milling 
each owning 50° of the stock, Co.. which advanced Alcorn the 
stalemate has followed stalemate production coin. 
in steering the circuit, opinion bs “Holiday” is expected to repre- 
pointed out. Nl uit sent a loss of possibly $600,000. In 
Their partnership, court said, b ] 3 release for about six months, it has 
“was born in an environment of re- 4 played off slowly and has 3,500 
sentment.” To back this, opinion Skouras- theatre chain lashed ‘contracts sold for an estimated 
cites colorful testimony of Reade, out this week at RKO, Universal, gross of $225,000. On that basis 


20th-Fox and Warner Bros. as well 
as Jules Joelson, Bronx circuit op- 
erator, in a $3,045,000 triple-dam- 
age counterclaim filed in the N. Y. 
federal district court. Skouras 
outfit, headed by George Skouras, 
at the same time revived an old 
| feud with RKO by citing a state- 
ment purportedly made by the com- 
pany in December, 1948, that the 
Skouras operation “was a menace 
and should be driven out of the 
industry.” 

As a matter of fact, the four 


it is expected to do a top of $600.- 
000 total domestic gross. Out of 
that comes UA’s distribution fee of 
about 30%, representing approxi- 
mately $180,000. 

Pic is believed to have cost about 
$800,000, and*more than $200,000 
additional was spent on advertising 
and prints, Alcorn also maintained 
a large office staff on the Coast at 
a heaw weekly nut. He had an- 
nounced his intention of entering 
indie production on a large and 
continuing scale. 

Fred Meyers, former eastern di- 
vision manager of Universal, who 
was hired by Alcorn as his rep on 
sales, is now reporting directly to 
Kansas Milling. 


PENTAGON BRASS STUDY 
KOREAN COMBAT REELS 


Washington, Aug. 1. 
Pentagon high brass is analyzing 
the military situation in Korea! 


who maintained throughout the 
trial that RKO picked up the 50° 
slice for a bauble because E. F. 
Albee, then head of RKO, forced 
the transaction through a threat to 
bar his vaude acts from the the- 
atres. At that time, vaude was the 
big attraction, pix merely fillers. 

Reade was eloquent in relating 
his troubles getting along with 
RKO in excerpts cited in the opin- 
jon. At one point, he testified on 
RKO, which operated the theatres: 
“They had a new member of the} 
board every Friday. They had a} majors are in the middle, since 
new general manager every Mon-/| they are also named defendants in 
day. They had during the regime (the original Joelson complaint, 
of 1931-1943 about 50 executives) which seeks over $1,000,000 dam- 
by name. If you would give me| ages against the distribs and the 
time, I will tell them to you.” At) Skouras chain. Counterclaim to| 
another point. Reade disgustedly | this complaint by Skouras seeks 
described RKO’s designees .in the | dismissal of the Joelson action be- 
Jersey chain as “dullards.” sides money damages and an in- 

On the same theme, Jersey exhib | junction against the four majors. 
had more to say. Referring to the Court battle revolves about the 


(Continued on page 22) Crotona and Park Plaza theatres, 
| through pictures made by combat 


both Bronx Skouras houses, which 
PRODUCERS GUILD |cameramen of the Armed Forces. 


are in competition with Joelson’s 
Luxor theatre. Skouras claims that 
UP T0 104 MEMBERS RKO conspired with Warners to) Much of the footage is offered by 
deprive the houses of their first-| Defense Dept. to newsreels and 
Hollywood. Aug. 1. run nabe status. Warners is ac-' TV stations. 

Screen Producers Guild has cused of using illegal pressure on, Film taken at the Korean front 
reached membership total of 104, 29th to go along. . is being flown to the Signal Corps 
it was revealed at meeting last | Since 1921, counterclaim asserts, Photographic Center, Long Island 
night (31), figure representing 85% | Crotona and Park Plaza have had City, N. Y., for processing and as- 
ef producers eligib!@ to join. Mem-! first-runs in the area. In Decem-  sembling into a Staff Film Report 
bership committee chairman Ar- ber, 1948,, they were relegated i of the Armed Forces for military 
thur Hornblow reported that Cecil | hind Joelson’s Luxor because 0 

















ee oil r : nN Sko use only. The finished product is 
i e alleged conspiracy. Now SKOU- | turned over to top-level officers of 
"eae Bo ne Bg ras wants an injunction barring the Army, Navy, Air Force and 
adoption of a resolution of mourn-| 70¢!8on from seeking any ag Marine Corps. 
ing which will ‘be sent to Ella run and clearance than seven days A similar series of Staff Film. 
Ungar, widow of Arthur Ungar, | behind the Park Plaza. _ Reports, made by Signal Corps, 
and to DaILy Varrery, of which he |, SXouras and RKO fought a pro- army Pictorial Service, contribut- | 
was editor at the time of his death | 0n8ed battle over division of their | eq ‘to military planning during | 
Jast week. William Perlberg pre-| partnership holdings in six Bronx World War II. The current report. 
sided. Jesse L. Lasky was named houses. bsivasod! rg one arene is a unified project of all the —" 
ehairman of committee which will, 7,2 Compromise in which an out-) ices, designed to expedite informa- 
aid and supply advice to younger. side appraiser was brought in. tion to top-level planners. All pho- 
producers. . a pone gr Neng _ yp vei 
Sam Engel discussed the general eS oe eee 
guild program, especially moves to SEN. JOHNSON AGAIN 7 heeding Army Signal Corps 
ebtain better clarification of basic | arve! : ; 
producer responsibilities and pro-| GOES AFTER ROBERT on. initiated action to organize a 
ducer credits in studios. i fe A penenenallnef~ mgm panel 
Washington, Aug. 1. | graphie cameramen into units com- 
° . | Chairman Edwin C. Johnson prising one officer cameraman, two 
Lewis Blumberg Joins '(D., Colo.) of the Senate Commerce | jon se still cameramen and two. 
° * Committee went after Roberto Ros- enlisted m.p. cameramen. These. 
Fox as Indonesia Aide |sellini again last week, this time units will be equipped and trained 
Lewis Blumberg planed for In- | with a resolution which would bar | for immediate dispatch to augment 
donesia yesterday (Tues.) to take any pictures produced by the Ital-| Signal Corps cameramen in the) 
pl tae io ae ian film director from being dis- field. | 
of Zoro Corp. umberg, | tributed in this country. — 
son of Nate J. Blumberg, Univer. | ~ peers omaid “the. Die ° h i d S| 
bth sy rg Rare as general sense of the Senate that motion | tric eads ate 
anager of United World Films’ | pictures which have been produced | 
oor eae for his new spot. ‘or directed by persons who (1) were | Re-Elected al RKO 
“—_ ae pg an cogape obi Bar Fas-| In the first meeting of the RKO 
7 : rae | C1s arty or the German NaZi\ hoard following its renaming by 
allies himself with Matiy Fox: hie Ht uae Hey eing tte Pe-| the company’s stockholders in 
uncle, who is UWF’s board. chair-| with Tealy r G rmany, respe tive-| tte Mi bis nl 
man as well as a Universal direc- oa (2) an oes 4°"5 a | parent company were elected for 
tor. Fox has an interest in Zoro’ laboont d vith Germs $ S. tr a oe ee ae ee | 
as well as being exclusive agent for. in. Gbedaene Ttaly tan ‘i of those renamed are Noah 
the Indonesian — government in | subse enh’ te "D “4 aL 1941 poe | Dietrich, board chairman, and Ned | 
handling its U S. buying re uire- | sior to May 8 “1945 "should not | E. Depinet, prez. Howard Hughes, | 
a » S. Duy q = ri ne gy oor ia ee na controlling stockholder and pro- | 
Understood that Blumberg will merc in the U "s "f “i xhibiti n gy ee per Rpg Bre 
remain in Indonesia for at Sone ‘pur Bon oe a With 80 official | 
years. Prior to his departure “be aaron , ; _ | Se Se pavant saath. | 
on Seaieean - ‘elon 98 " Bed Ina statement accompanying his Other officers tagged again are | 
at villa resolution, Johnson said that Ros- Gordon E. Youngman, v.p.; J. Mil- 
Sweden by top execs of U, UWF, | sellini was an “aetive Fascist” and|ler Walker, veepee and secretary: | 
J. Arthur: Rank organization and | belongs to a group who are ene-| William H. Clark, treasurer, and 
Monroe Greenthal ad agency. i mies of our way of life. . | Garrett Van Wagner, comptroller. 


FC Creditor Assignee Asks N.Y. Court 


OK to Sue EL-Pathe in Merger Flop 





WB’s Buy-Ups 

Warner Bros. has suddenly 
renewed its program of buying 
up its own common stock on 
the open market as a way of 
reducing the company’s out- 
standing shares. From June 26, 
July 31, Warners picked up 
225.600 shares at a cost of $2,- 
792,355. Purchases bring the 
total of outstanding stocks to 
a reduced figure of 7,070,000 
shares. 

Only other major to have 
embarked on a similar policy 
is Paramount, which has stead- 
ily reduced its issued shares 
by buy-ups during the past 
three months. Warners gives 
no reason for renewing the 
policy dropped several years 
ago. It is believed, however, 
to be acting in preparation of 
its theatre divorcement. 


$7 316,000 Net 


For Warners 


Buoyancy of film profits in the 
face of still-sliding gross revenues 
in the industry is spotlighted again 
in the nine-month financial report 
of Warner Bros., turned loose this 
week. 
$7,316,000 for the three-quarter 
mark, ended May 27, a whisper 
lower than $7,363,000 netted by the 
company in the comparative period 
of 1949. The take held firm 
although Warners’ gross dived to 
$94,504,000 in the current semester 
against $101,242,000 amassed in 
three-quarters of °49. 

Other film companies have been 
showing up with similar fiscal re- 
ports. While the mid-year state- 
ments offer no explanation for this 
fact which has been peculiar to the 
50 stretch, the strength of net totals 
is generally credited to tightened 
studio costs. It is understood that 
the economies of two years ago 
and more which have been bul- 
warked in the past 12 months are 
progressively showing up in the 

(Continued on page 18) 











TECHN 6-MONTH NET 


SKIDS TO. $989,766 


Technicolor’s net take for the) 


first six months of the current year 


' skidded to $989,766 from the rec-| 
ord high of $1,147,720 which profits | 


hit during the comparative period 


of ‘49. Earnings are equivalent to | 
$1.07 per share on outstanding | 


common against $1.25 last vear. 


| Second quarter is down from both | 


the first quarter of this year and 
the second stanza of last year. 
Three reasons for the slide are 


listed by Dr. Herbert T. Kalmus, | 
with | 


Techni prez. Interference 
plant operations due to the conver- 


sion to acetate (non-flam) stock is | 
Reduction of prices of | 
19¢e. per foot on certain prints also | 
Speedup of cer- | 
‘tain machines which will ultimate- | 
| ly increase output helped account | 


one cause. 


bit into profits. 


for the dip. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Mab Anderson 
Warren Coleman 
Howard Dietz 
Robert Emmett Dolan 
Todd Duncan ' 
Eve Hebert 

Fred Hebert 
Raymond Katz 
Richard W. Krakeur 
Lotta Lenya 

David Lipton 

Philip Loeb 

Irwin Margulies 
Arlene McQuade 

Eli Mintz 

Alexander Paal 
Larry Robinson 

Guy Spaull 

Paula Victor 

Betty Walker 


N. Y. to Europe 

Jay Bonafield 

Arthur Brown 

Alfred de Liagre, Jr, 

Dr. Ercole Graziadei 
Arthur Krock 

Anita Loos 

Jerry Whyte. 





Warners airs a net take of | 


+ Preparatory to slapping a suit 
against Eagle Lion and its parent 
_company, Pathe Industries, because 
of the merger with Film Classics 
which never came off,’Irving Kauf- 
,man, FC assignee for the benefit 
‘of creditors, has applied to the New 
| York supreme court for permission 
‘to sue. The abortive merger will 
be dumped into litigation, Kaufman 
said, unless current dickerings with 
WiJliam C. MacMillen, ELC prexy, 
wins a different and better deal for 
FC’s creditors. 

MacMillen has countered by 
serving notice on Kaufman that the 
FC pix, now being booked by ELC, 
will be returned to the assignee 
Friday (4) unless an amicable 
agreement is worked out before 

|that date. Whatever the change in 

arrangements may be, MacMillen 
stressed that he will not consent 
|to upping the share of distribution 
fees paid over to Kaufman. ELC 
prez describes the handling of FC 
product, none of which is new, as 
“tail-end selling” on which his 
company cannot afford to reduce 
its fees by forking over a bigger 
share to the FC assignee. 

Only 11 films are now left of the 
group turned over to ELC by FC, 
it is indicated. Many of the pro- 
ducers have pulled out their pix 
because of the merger impasse. 

Goodly number of these film- 
makers have approached MacMil- 

| len on their own to handle the 
product. ELC head, however, in- 
Sists that he is doing nothing to 
‘induce this action. Latest to take 
this step is the Chemical Bank & 
Wrust Co., backer of 12 films, which 
has yanked these pictures from 
FC and handed them to ELC. 
While Kaufman argues that FC, 
in whose shoes he stands, has legal 
recourse and will move if neces- 
sary, MacMillen asserts that his 
company took no action detrimen- 
(Continued on page 6) 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Harry Ackerman 
Brian Aherne 
Julie Bennett 
Milton Berle 
Anson Bond 
Alton Brody 
Lester Cowan 
Owen Crump 
Arlene Dahl 
Harry Danziger 
Jinx Falkenburg 
Helen Ferguson 
Sam Goldwyn 
Nathan L. Halpern 
Radie Harris 
Ted Husing 
William Keighley 
Sam Levenson 
Louis L. Lifton 
Anthony Mann 
Bill Mauldin 

Tex McCrary 
Charles C. Moskowitz 
Hildegarde Neff 
Buddy Pepper 
Cole Porter 
LeRov Prinz 
Otto Preminger 
Glenn Rose 
Harry Ruby 

Hall Shelton 
Herb Silverberg 
Robert Store 
Genevieve Tobin 
Michael Todd, Jr. 
Ivan Tors 

Pat Weaver 


! Europe to N. Y. 
| Ellis Arnall 

| Earl Blackwell 

| Mary Chase 
Howard Clurman 
Lou Cooper 
Richard de Rochemont 
Bob Duke 

Leland Hayward 
Charles Henderson 
Vie Hyde 

Eric Johnston 
George S. Kaufman 
Peter Lawrence 
Arthur Lesser 
Howard Lindsay 
Joshua Logan 
Leueen MacGrath 
Joseph Mankiewicz 
Mitzi Mayfair 
James Mulvey 

Bert Parks 

Paul Muni 

Sylvia Siegler 
Leonard Sillman 
Frank Sinatra 
Zadel Skolovsky 
Dorothy Stickney 
Tamara Toumanova 
Josh White 

|. John Wildberg 
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QUGH HAUL FOR INDIE DISTRIBS 





‘Choice’ Release Deals Brighten Up 
ELC Future; Producers ‘Come Around 





Back from the Coast with a hat- + 
product for release | 


ful of new 
through Eagle Lion Classics, Wil- | 
liam C. MacMillen, ELC’s prez, at- 
tests to the upswing of the com- 
pany’s fortunes in the hot Holly- 
wood competition for choice pix 
deals. As the ELC topper sees it, 
plenty of name producers who 
wouldn’t sit across a table and talk 
terms 12 months ago are now show- | 
ing every evidence of doing busi- | 
ness with the Pathe Industries- 
owned distrib. 

While MacMillen carefully avoids 
mentioning United Artists, it is | 
evident that a number of producers | 
who heretofore released their prod- 
uct through UA are now eyeing 
ELC as a possible outlet. MacMil- | 
len speaks with considerable satis- | 
faction of some of the deals which | 
he closed on his latest western | 
trek. In tying up with several | 
producers, his company has been | 
aided by a $1,200,000 syndicate | 
fund used for bankrolling pix. 

“We've come from nowhere in|} 
the past year since the Edward | 
Small deal fell through,” MacMil- | 
len said. “The record of the past | 
year justifies our optimism.” ELC 
chief was referring to negotiations 
for the partial takeover of the 
company by Small which ended in 
a Stalemate. 

“At that time, we would get a 
film on Monday and set it for re- 
lease on Tuesday,” he _ added. | 
“There was a time, not so long ago, 
when we had exactly two pictures 
for release, ‘Trapped’ and ‘Port of 
New York.’ Our situation is so 
improved that we can hold up a 
Robert Montgomery film (‘Eye 
Witness”) for three months and a 


(Continued on page 22) | 
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20th’s Regional Sales 


Meets Replace Nat'l 
Session for 3d Year 


Series of regional sales meetings | 
being held by 20th-Fox this week | 
are planned to replace the com-| 
pany’s national sales conference 
for the third successive year. De- 
cision to repeat the meets on a re- 
gional basis was made for both 
econemy and efficiency reasons. 

By holding a confab in each di- 


vision headquarters, 20th has 
found it can save considerable 
money. Field sales staffers, in- 


stead of traveling from all parts of 
the country to a central point, 
travel only to the city in their ter- 
ritory, with several execs going out 
from the homeoffice to address the 


ELC to Operate 


Although the merger of 
Eagle Lion with Film Classics 
now looks to be a goner, Eagle 
Lion Classics will continue to 
operate in place of the old EL 


unit. If Joseph Bernhard, prez 
of the defunct FC outfit, in- 
sists, name of ELC will be 


changed but not’its corporate 
format. One of the big reasons 
for preserving the new com- 
pany is the fact that it is not 
obligated on the big Pathe In- 
dustries’ debt to the First Na- 
tional Bank of Boston as is the 
old company. 


Serge Semenenko, _ bank’s 
exec veepee, agreed to waive 
the obligation so far as the new 
company was concerned. That 
agreement stands. Failure of 
the merger results in Pathe 
owning 100% of ELC’s out- 
standing stock. Some 50% of 
the stock was to be issued to 
Bernhard and outside backers. 
It remains in the treasury. 


EL Stays Clear 


Of Prod. Though 
Renting to Indies 


Eagle Lion will cut the overhead 
losses of its shuttered studio by 
renting stages to indie producers 
but will make no immediate entry 
into production itself, William C. 
MacMillen, EL’s prez, said this 
week on his return from the Coast. 
Ultimately his company may go 
back into filmmaking if it piles up 
enough ready cash to do the job 
right. It will not be hurried into 
this course merely because it has 
an idle lot. 

Partial reopening of the studio 
was arranged by EL’s topper whilé 
on the Coast. He rented space for 
two days to Irving Allen for pro- 
duction of a three-reeler on the 
story of Gilbert & Sullivan. Jack 
Schwartz, indie filmmaker who re- 
leases through EL, is also taking 
over stage facilities for at least one 
pic. 

MacMillen estimates that his 
company will take a net rental of 
$40,000 or thereabouts by reason of 
these two rentals. However, his 
company will still bear a loss for 
the year because the overhead is 














meets. By holding a series of re- 
gional meets, moreover, 20th has 


found it can take time to discuss | 


local problems, which it would be 
impossible to do if it had one big 
national meet. 

Six meets this week are pat- 
terned after the central division 
convention held last week in Chi- 
cago. Speech on upcoming prod- 
uct made at the Chi meet by sales 
veepee Andy W. Smith, Jr., is to 
be read at the Washington parley 
by assistant sales manager W. C. 
Gehring, while division managers 
Herman Wobber will handle the 
assignment in San _ Francisco; 
Harry G. Ballance in Atlanta; E. X. 
Callahan in New Haven, and Ar- 
thur Silverstone in Toronto. In 
addition, veepees Al Lichtman and 
Charles Einfeld are slated to speak 


at the Washington and New Haven 
Sessions, 


STORY SNAGS DEFER 
CROSBY-HOPALONG PI 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 





The Bing Crosby-Hopalong Cas- | 


sidy film, “Partners,” has been 
shelved at Paramount due to diffi- 


substantial. His understanding with 
Schwartz is that EL need hire no 


(Continued on page 16) 


“LEGALIZED BINGO’ 
IN SKOURAS TRYOUT 


New attempt.to bolster the box- 
office through a form of “legalized 
bingo” was kicked off by Skouras 
Theatres last week in one of its 
houses in Bound Brook, N. J. 
Idea is an audience participation 
contest currently being aired over 
television stations in New York, 
Philadelphia and Chicago, in which 
theatre patrons can win cash prizes 
by giving correct answers to ques- 
| tions. 
| Titled “Telephone Game” on TV, 
the idea is owned by indie program 








‘to the Skouras chain. 
bingo, the game has 
using numbered cards. 


ber called. ; 
_have all the spaces filled wins. 








; Among those leaving SRO are 





producer Harry Goodman, who sold of the. Big Five to unsnarl their | 
it on an exclusive basis for theatres | theatre partnerships -as required | 
Similar to| by the Government anti-trust de- 
customers |cree. Because wartime generally | i, ; é 

If they spells a boost in theatre revenues, | to Nijinsky’s life, disclosed that 
can answer a question correctly, | the possibility 
| they fill in a space under the num-|is_ believed likely 
| Then the first one to | sides eager to hold on to theatres. | 


FORCED INTO BIC 











Slip in grosses during the past} 
few years, resulting in hard times | 
for indie producers, | 
currently in the economic pressure | 
being experienced by independent | 
distribs. Latest evidence was seen | 
this week in decision by the Selz- | 
nick Releasing Organization to 
slash away almost its entire salés 
force at the homeoffice and in the 
field. 

Other indications of the strain- | 
ing for economy were clear in the | 
recent effort at a merger by Eagle | 
Lion and Film Classics and a simi- | 
lar attempt by Monogram and Lip- 
pert Productions. Neither melding 
was consummated, but the attempts 
point clearly to the necessity of 
paring distribution overhead to a 
minimum to keep heads above 
water. 

United Artists and Motion Pic- 
ture Sales Corp. are two more indie 
distribs who've been having a hard | 
fight to keep alive. UA has been | 
losing almost $20,000 a week, while | 
Neil Agnew and Charles Casanave’s | 
MPSC has just about managed to | 
continue operations via paring its | 
homeoffice force to skeleton pro- | 
portions and letting its fieldmen | 
go in favor of giving its product | 
to franchise-holders. | 

Hardest hit by the new shape of | 
things are those distribs without 
an assured source of product. With 
indie producers experiencing 
greater and greater difficulty in 
obtaining financing—and having 
even a harder time showing a profit 
once they’ve made a picture—dis- 
tribs dependent on this type prod- 


(Continued on page 23) 


SRO Firing Again 


In Economy Move 


Selznick Releasing Organization 
for the second time within the past 
few years is in the process of dis- 
pensing with most of its staff. 


| 
| 


| 
| 
j 
| 





Mannie Reiner, who was to head a 
new department for distribution in 
the U. S. of foreign-language pix, 
and Sol Edwards, assistant sales 
chief. 

Indications are that topper David 
O. Selznick is pulling in his horns 
on all distribution activity and will 
maintain only a skeleton organiza- 
tion. Outfit has no new product 
in immediate view and presumably 
will hold manpower at a bare min- 
imum until “Gone to Earth,” joint- 
ly produced by Selznick and Sir 
Alexander Korda in England, is 
ready for release. That may be by | 
Christmas. 

Included in the layoffs are all 
the field staff except for a couple 
of division managers being tem- 
porarily retained. Residual selling 
on SRO product has been handled 
for several years by Eagle Lion 
and it will continue to peddle the 
most recent releases, “The Third 
Man” and “Fallen Idol,” plus pre- 
vious product, to minor accounts. 

Selznick is currently in Holly- 
wood laying out plans for co-pro- 


(Continued on page 23) 











War Embarrassnient 


Changed theatre prospects caused | 
by the Korean war comes at a. 
time when it may. embarrass efforts | 


| 
| 
| 


of increased profits | 
to make both | 


In the past few years the majors’ | 


is reflected 


UA Secrecy Hypoes Bank, Producer 
PERSONNEL CUTS Problems; May Lift Veil This Week 





Irv Lesser Returns 
Irving Lesser, prexy of 
ducers Representatives, Inc., indie 
pic sales representation outfit, re- 
turns to his New York headquar- 
ters this weekend after a month 
abroad. He’s been in England, 
France and Italy looking into cur- 
rency and production problems. 
Lesser’s brother, Sol, Coast pro- | 
ducer, whom he represents and 
whom he saw in Europe, will be 
home at the end of August. Latter | 
has been abroad for four months. 


Par Bd. Divided 
On Plan to Unload 
DuMont TV Stock 


Division of opinion has now | 
cropped up in Paramount’s board | 
of directors on whether the com- 
pany should abandon its plan to/| 
unload its extensive holdings in| 
DuMont Television. One faction is 
currently pitching for the major to | 





stay in the DuMont operation and 
to extend its participation, and | 


t 


possibly its holdngs, in the TV out- |, 


Pro- | deal was announced—only to make 


+ Mystery 
, shroud details of the recent top 
| echelon ‘changes at United Artists 


which continues to 


| has served—three weeks after the 


/more severe the employee morale, 


| Namee, 


banking and indie producer prob- 


{lems that the company had been 


suffering. 
Break in the veil may, however, 
come this week, it was said yes- 


|terday (Tuesday) by Max Kravetz, 


corporate secretary and the man 


| credited with putting the new deal 


together. He said the exec board 
meeting which was held yesterday 


and will be continued today may 


result in announcement of finan- 
cial backers of the Paul V. McNutt- 
Frank L. McNamee-Kravetz syndi- 
cate now in control. McNutt, Me- 
Kravetz and Mary Pick- 
ford comprise the exec board. 


Most insiders are of the opinion 
that the sessions may result in an- 
nouncement of plans for the fu- 
ture, but that it is unlikely that 
there will be any revelation of 
backers. Belief has been growing 
both in New York and on the 
Coast that the shape of the deal is 
considerably different than _ that 
supposed and that little or no 
money has changed hands. 


According to UA insiders in a 


| position to know, there has been 
| no evidence as yet of new operating 
|}coin having been made available. 


Such funds are virtually a neces- 
sity, since UA’s rental take last 
eek was only around $250,000 


fit. That opinion is being furthered | (after a comparatively good $280,- 
by the expectation of large Gov- | 900 the week before), giving it a 
ernment war orders for tele sets | net in distribution fees of about 


which would insure DuMont of | $70,000. Operating costs run around 
steady profits for the next few | $85 000. 


years. | 


Trade opinion is that while Miss 


Because the price of DuMont | Pickford and Charles Chaplin may 


stock on the market 


has fallen | have trusted their stock in UA to 


along with other TV shares since | McNutt, they are by no means out 


the Korean crisis, Par has tabled | of the picture. 


Chaplin, it is be- 


its plan of trading its DuMont | lieved, may have received some 
shares with its own stockholders. | coin, but Miss Pickford’s activities 


DuMont stock is selling in 
neighborhood of 16. Price is not | 
regarded by Par’s directors as 


the | as a v.p. have led to the conclu- 


(Continued on page 20) 





ight f I h by . * 
duokhelder. would turn in. Pare-| Export Self-Limit, 


mount common and in return re- 
ceive DuMont shares held by the | 
film company. 

This plan was originally an- | 
nounced by Barney Balaban, Par’s | 
prez, during the company’s stock- 


(Continued on page 23) 


PAAL BACK IN'N.Y. 
FROM RANK TALKS: 


Fresh from huddles with the 
Rank Organization, indie producer 
Alexander Paal returned to New 
York last week after three weeks | 
in Europe. Whilé in Britain he 
conferred with Rank’s production 
chief, Earl St. John, on an Anglo- 
American filmmaking deal. As a 
result of the discussions either 
“Goodbye U.S.A.,” a George Tabori | 
yarn, or another Tabori script with | 
an Egyptian locale may go before | 
the cameras. 











Rental Ceiling Cue 
U.S. Coin Demands 


In return for adopting a self- 
limitation on the number of pix 
they send into Italy and accepting 
a ceiling on rentals there, U. S. 
distribs are demanding a consider- 
ably better break on unfreezing 
their coin. Although they’ve suc- 
ceeded in thawing virtually all of 
their iced lire, they want an ar- 
rangement that will permit them 
to get dollars at close to the offi- 
cial rate of exchange, rather than 


at the heavy discounts which 
| they’ve had to give. 
Italian producers have been 


pushing for the limitation on U. S. 


imports and the exhibs for ceilings 
| on rentals, which puts the Yanks 


in a tight spot. While they don’t 
like a quota, whether self-imposed 
or not, feeling among most dis- 


| tribs is that if they don’t adopt an 


Trekking to the continent, Paal , import limitation themselves, the 


talked over a picture venture with 
Real Film of Hamburg and also | 
visited Zurich to meet 


government will slam one on. 
As a result, they might adopt the 


Mme. | required restrictions if the Roman 


Romola Nijinsky, widow of the fiscal authorities will come through 


famed late dancer. Producer re-| 


vealed that following completion of , they want. 


Real Film’s new studios in Ham- 
burg this fall, he plans to roll. 
“Princess and the Gypsy” in Eng- 
lish and German versions. Written 
by Geza Herczeg, the story will be 
lensed in Anscocolor. 


Paal, who holds the film rights 


Mme. Nijinsky is sending biogra- 
phical material to French writer 
Jacques Companeez, who is work- 
ing on the shooting script for the. 


| “Theatre management is putting main difficulty was this inclination | upcoming picture. It will be made 





culties with story line. Studio has| up $100 per week. Winner each | 
moved up “You Belong to Me,” | week gets $5 and then comes back | 
originally slated to follow “Part-| at the end of six weeks for a) 
hers,” as Bing Crosby starrer, to| chance at the jackpot, 
an October start., Shelving is tem-/| total the $600 minus 
porary, previously paid out. 
“Belong” is an original by Rob-| Goodman, the game imvolves no 
ert Riskin, with screenplay 


Charles Hoffman. ibe legally construed as a lottery.. 


by pards to cling to their houses, 
hence the hurdle is raised further. 
Another obstacle which is expect- 


as it does on world events. This 


by element of chance, and so cannot is likely to hamper negotiations , month. 


which are naw a must. é 


|in Paris and London during 1951. 
| Producer, who planed to the Coast 


| are due to arrive in the U. S. next 
A western hemisphere 
\deal is yet to be set. 


with approval of the financial deal 
Plan now being nego- 


tiated by the Mottonh Picture Assn. 


of America is based on an Italian 
offer to permit the companies to 
(Continued on page 18) 





-OUSTED SDG SECRETARY 


SUES FOR 28 WEEKS’ PAY 


Los Angeles, Aug. 1. 
Suit for $9,800 was filed in 
superior court against the Screen 
Directors: Guild by William Hol- 


/man, who claims he has that much 
| Friday (28), also revealed that fina: | 


which will|ed to prove embarrassing is the | prints of his “Tale of Five Cities,” | 
the amount increased uncertainty which way turned out in association _with 
According to theatre profits will go, depending | Boris Morros and Maurice Wilsen, | 


coming in pay for the remainder 
of his one-year contract as execu- 
tive secretary. 

Holman declares he was dis- 
charged by the Guild in June with 
28 weeks still to go on his pact. 


.| His salary was.$350 a week. 
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Bankers Trust Would Supply 0% 
Of Wald-Krasna Budget in RKO Deal 


Bankers Trust, N.Y., has stamped * 


okay on the deal it has had pending | 
for several weeks for financing of 
the Jerry. Wald-Norman Krasna 
indie unit at RKO. Agreement,, | 
while verbal, is nevertheless firm | 
if Wald and Krasna are successful 
in working out a pact with the How- 
ard Hughes-controlled lot. 
Bankers’ commitment is to pro- 
vide a minimum of 50% of budget 
for a program of 12 pix to be made 
within a period of 18 months. Ceil- 
ing on the budget of any one pic is 
$1,000,000. Producers can go any 


| 
Ni 


amount higher ‘than that if they 
choose with financing from other 


sources, but the bank’s participa- 
tion stops at that point. 

Another stipulation is that the 
bank will advance 60% of the budg- 
et if it succeeds in getting another 
bank to become a partner with it in 
the loan deal. Harry Watkins, 
v.p. in charge of the Radio City 
branch of the institution, who was 
recently on the Coast to negotiate 
the agreement, feels that the new 
unit has every chance to be a good 
rnoneymaker, but that the amount 
involved is too large for the bank 
to expose itself beyond 50% with- 
out -a partner. 

It is very usual for two or more 
banks to join together in such 
loans. Bank of America and Se- 
curity-First National in Los Angeles 
have frequently been partnered 
with Bankers and Guaranty Trust, 
N. Y.. in the past. Watkins has 
made no approach to any other 
bank as yet. 

Bankers’ commitment was to 
RKO, which can use it in making 
the deal with Wald and Krasna. 
If the loan deal is finally made, 
however, it will be between Wald- 
Krasna and the bank. Arrange- 
ment calls for RKO to put up 
second money-financing and guar- 
antees. Wald-Krasna agreement 
with Watkins does not hold good if 
the indie unit fails to come to terms 
with RKO and moves negotiations 
elsewhere. 

W-K have less than two weeks 
left of the eight-week period in 
which they were to come to an 
agreement with RKO.~ There’s a 
good likelihood of an extension, 
however, before a second eight- 
week stretch starts in which Wald | 
has the right to repay Howard 
Hughes the $150,000 the RKO own- 
er gave Warner Bros. to release 
Wald from his contract. 

Negotiations are moving rather | 
slowly, albeit satisfactorily, it is | 
said. If there is a stumbling block, | 
it will undoubtedly be on the issue | 
of autonomy. Wald-Krasna want a 
virtually free hand on scripts and | 
finished product, while Hughes is_ 
insisting on considerable rein in| 
their independence. 


years. 











United Par 
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some prices for theatres put on the 
block by the chain. 
An indication of the amount of 


W-K unit | 
wants to make 12 pix a year for five | 








Minneapolis, Aug. 1. 

In revolt against present film 
costs, North Central Allied mem- 
bers are serving an ultimatum on 
distributors to lower their terms or 
face wholesale closing of theatres. 
A series of the organization’s re- 
gional meetings are whipping up 
the resistance. 

Bennie Berger, NCA president, 
and S. D. Kane, the body’s execu- 
tive counsel, are conducting the 
meetings. With grosses declining 
and costs rising, the only hope for 
many exhibitors is reduced film 
costs, Berger is arguing. 


11 Shooting For 
WB by Aug. 21 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 

3y the third week in August 
Warners will have a total of 11 pix 
shooting. Studio will actually have 
six lensing by end of this week 
with two more slated for Aug. 14 
start and three others due Aug. 21. 

Starting this week are “Lullaby 
of Broadway” and “Jim Thorpe— 
All American,” joining already 
shooting “West Point Story,” “The 
Enforeer,” “Only the Valiant’ and 
“Raton Pass.” Next pair due are 
“Streetcar Named Desire’ and 
“Goodbye My Fancy” with “Opera- 
tion Pacific,’ “Strangers On a 
Train” and “Story of Folsom” 
slated for Aug. 21. 


Royalty Plan 
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opportunity at working. 
Secondly, the Treasury Dept. 
has frowned on some of the capital 
gains setups, claiming the partici- 
pants were not bona fide share- 
holders in a film, but were using 
the arrangement strictly as a tax 
dodge. Some of them, such as 
Groucho Marx and Frank Koss, 
have been forced to pay up on 
such deals at regular income tax 


rates rather than the” 25% capital | 
Marx got clipped on | 


gains tax. 
“Night in Casablanca,” 
got hit with ‘Devil 
Jones.” 

Wald and Krasna have been as- 
sured by their attorneys that the 
royalty plan is not only perfectly 
acceptable legally, but that it is 
based on a well-established prin- 
ciple in book and music publishing. 
W-K are represented by Pacht, 
Tannenbaum & Ross. Wald calls it 
“the ASCAP plan for Hollywood,” 
borrowing the tag from the Ameri- 
ean Society of Composers, Authors 
& Publishers. 

Plan provides that the partici- 
pants draw a nominal salary for 


while Ross 
and Miss 


| their work, which is in the nature 
of an advance by a book publisher 


to an author. The advance is 


money passing hands is the $4,738,- | against future royalties, but if the 


000 more or less that UP is forking 
over for the interest of A. H. Blank 
and others in the 59 theatres of 
the Tri-States chain. Publicizing 
of this deal on the Street is, in the 
words of one UP exec, “showing 
these bankers that the theatres are 


going to be around for a long, long | royalties. Royalties will be spread | 


time.” 
Bankers’ allergy to theatre deals 
is shared also by the big insurance 


on realty mortgages. It is figured 
that their interest is due to perk 
also. 


Arthur Kelly 


Continued from page 3 ——— 














ducer, but called it off when he re- 
turned to the UA fold. 

His partner at that time was 
Barney Glazer, who wrote _ the 
script. They may again be associ- 
ated. Kelly then had the produc- 
tion coin all set via Motion Picture 
Finance Corp., but said this week 
he'll have to start all over on 
money, casting and the rest of the 
package. 

Meantime, he is continuing to 

’ serve as producer’s rep for Charles 
Chaplin. He’s now handling sales 


| royalties 


prove _ insufficient to 
cover it, it does not constitute a 
debt by the author to the pub- 
lisher. 

Similarly, the nominal salaries 
| for work in Wald-Krasna projects 
will be advances against future 


| out over the life of the picture, in- 
| eluding reissue, TV and other sub- 


'sidiary rights. Royalties are taxa- | 
companies, traditional bankrollers ble at full income rate, but will | 


'generally be much more advantage- 
'ous to the recipient by being 
| spread over a period of years than 
'would be the receipt of a lump 
sum for participation in a picture. 





Perlberg-Seaton Start in Oct. 
Perlberg-Seaton Productions will 


| start functioning at Paramount in! 


| . 
October as a semi-autonomous 
|; unit. Team is now finishing ‘For 


Heaven's Sake,” their last picture | 


‘for 20th-Fox, which they plan fin- 
_ishing in September. Bill Perlberg 
|is producing and George Seaton is 
| directing the picture, which stars 
Clifton Webb, Joan Bennett, Rob- 
‘ert Cummings and Edmund Gwenn. 
| It is understood the writiny- 
| producing-directing team _ has 
| 100% financing from Par, in line 
_ with that studio’s new unit produc- 


/ tion format. They will make two 










Theatre TV 


Continued from page 1 
Phonevision as economically un- | 
feasible and acclaimed theatre TV | 
for its future value to the film in- 


_ dust ry. 


NCA’s Ultimatum 


Perlberg, carrying the ball for | 
the Hollywood execs in a subse- | 
quent informal gabfest with Hal-| 
pern, pointed out that large-screen 
video, if it assumes a role as a 


supplenient to feature films, at the 
very least must usurp the place of 
B films in many double bill houses. 
This would mean an end to B.pic- 
tures and so throw thousands of 
Hollywood craftsmen out of work. 
Halpern, in rebuttal, noted that 
B’s have been inadequate to keep 
many theatres from shuttering. If 
they don’t have the power to keep 
certain theatres, estimated up to 
5.000 in number, from. closing 
down this year or going out of 
business entirely, and if theatre 
TV can turn the trick, he said, 
then why not let it be theatre TV 
instead of B films, bingo, or some 
other supplementary boxoffice 
lure. 
Too Big a Wedge? 

Production exec claimed, how- 
ever, that if theatre video can 
mean so much to the. boxoffice, 
then “exhibitors will be in a po- 
sition to push us around,” adding: 
“How can we get top rentals on 


our best product if theatre TV 
holds -that position?” Halpern | 
pointed out that, once a house 


shutters, the producers-distribu- | 
tors will get no rentals from it. In 
addition, he told the Hollywood- 
ites: “Nobody knows how to turn 
out pictures as well as you. The 
quality of your pictures, conse- 
quently, will enable them to hold 
their position as the fundamental 
lure at the boxoffice, with theatre 
TV only as a supplement to the 
features.” 

In his speech to the SCTOA, 
Haipern brushed off Phonevision. | 
Distributors releasing A films for 
national _ telecasting over the! 
Phonevision system can expect an 
average film, rental of no more 
than $250,000, Halpern said. Even 
“under the most favorable condi- 
tions, it is doubtful that Phone- 
vision would bring Hollywood film 
rentals exceeding $500,000 for its 
few top films, as compared with 
$4,000,000 to $5,000,000 for such 
films from theatres,” he told the 
exhibs. 

Phonevision Yardstick 

Phonevision figures were arrived 
at by Halpern after research based | 
on the assumption of a nationwide 
Phonevision operation in all areas | 
where there are now stations or 
_applications for stations, and gives 
the system 100% saturation in set 
_ownership. Yardstick used to ar-. 
/_Tive at the potential viewing audi- | 
, ence was the same as used in radio, 
'which has about 40% of sets 
_ turned on at the peak listening 
time. 

He made a strong pitch for the- 
atre TV, predicting a nationwide 
hookup able to bring Broadway | 
first nights, national sports events, 
| special TV productions and other 
| outstanding entertainment to the- 
atres all over tke country. One 
fence to be hurdled when this 
, takes place is state and local cen- 
sorship and the variance between 
| what is permitted on the legitimate 
_ Stage and in a film theatre. Hal- 
pern wasn’t pessimistic, however, | 
| believing that when the problem is 
| actually with us, it will be licked. | 
_He pointed out that it would be 
quite a trick to editorially censor. 
| a live TV show as it came into a 
_theatre and was flashed on the™ 
screen. 


“The evolving Hollywood film 
| production pattern for the foresee- 
_able future,” Halpern said, “will 
be first major film features for the- 
| atre exhibition and, second, lesser | 
|special productions, live and film, | 
| for television in homes. .The. the- 
atres will continue to exhibit the 
| best current film features for years | 
to come because they provide the 
only sound financial structure to 
support them.” 
Video’s Inroads 

Impact of television on theatres 
‘to date is debatable according to 
what survey is being used, Halpern 
Said, while admitting there was no 
| question that it has affected the 
_ boxoffice. Public purchases of TV 
| sets leave less money for filmgoing 
| or other entertainment, he pointed 
| out. “In the Los Angeles area, for 
example, it is estimated that the 


supervision of the “City Lights”) pictures a year for five years at public has invested $170,000,000 in | 


reissue. Release plans for “Half-} Par. 


Hihkwl C9 bree wpa 


« tudes 


| television. sets, the equivalent of 
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Demonstrated 
St. Loo False Alarm. 


St. Louis, Aug. 1. 
Because Charles W. Willis, 
watchman in the Lincoln theatre. 
Kinloch, St. Louis county, 





and they oelieved him to be a safe- 
eracker, a shooting duel ensued. 
But no one was injured. 

Responding to a call that a safe- 
cracker was in the building, the 
cops, armed with revolvers, riot 
guns. and tear gas surrounded the 
theatre, ordered the man inside to 
emerge and fired a warning shot. 
Willis returned the fire, and after 
more shots had been fired by. the 
cops, whose ranks had been aug- 
mented by deputy sheriffs and con- 
stables from nearby communities, 
he emerged with upraised hands 
and was recognized as the watch- 
man. 

Apologies were made all around, 
and then the cops tried without 
success to find the person who sent 
in the call. 


FCC Breather 


To Phonevision 


Washington, Aug. 1. 

Zenith Radio Corp. now has two 
more months to get first-run pic- 
tures for. its Phonevision tests. The 
company was given a breather by 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission last week to begin its 90- 
day experiment with 300 trial sub- 
scribers in Chicago by Oct. 1. The 
tests were originally required to 
start Sept. 1. 

Commission held Zenith to strict 
conditions, which the firm volun- 
teered after it was called on the 
carpet for offering arrangements 
with receiver manufacturers to in- 
stall devices to provide for Phone- 
vision outlets and for the appear- 
ance of ads heralding the immi- 
nence of the development. 


Conditions imposed were (1) 
that no agreements be made with 
other manufacturers to include 
Phonevision decoder outlets’ in 
their receivers; (2) that contingent 





royalty credit offers to other man- , 


ufacturers encouraging them to in- 
stall the outlets be withdrawn; and 
(3) that Zenith does nothing to en- 
courage competitors to put in the 
outlets. 

Commission added that it was 
granting the extension on Zenith’s 


representation that it has advised | 


dealers carrying misleading ads 
concerning Phonevision that Zenith 
would pay no part of the cost of 
such ads and that if further mis- 
leading ads appeared Zenith would 
cancel the franchises of the dealers 
involved. 





some 300,000,000 theatre admis- 
sions in this area alone,” Halpern 
declared. 


“Theatre television presents the 
most natural and logical television 
potential for the motion picture in- 
dustry,” he told the SCTOA-ites. 
“Theatre television Has a television 
future for all segments of the in- 
dustry. Fitting-easily into the in- 
dustry operating pattern, theatre 
television can make television the 
handmaiden of film features, to the 
better entertainment and informa- 
tion of the public.” He empha- 
sized, however, that theatre TV is 
designed to supplement, not sup- 
plant, quality feature films. 

Los Angeles gets its first theatre 
television this fall at the Orpheum, 
a Sherrill Corwin downtown opera- 
tion. While no negotiations have 
been started at thi. time, Corwin 
intends to start moving through 
the necessary channels to bring 
local football games to his screen 


'asS soon as the RCA installation of 
Al- | 


large-screen TV is complete. 
though football is planned as the 
kickoff for the Orpheum, there is 
a possibility that the theatre may 
also feed off the television circuit» 
being set up by National Theatres 
in 22 of its Southern California 
Fox-West Coast houses. 


ment and sports events to supple- 
ment regular film bills in the the- 
atres, 


PEO, ras 


last | 
week thought cops were burglars | 


; NT plans | 
production of special entertain-| 


New RCA Theatre TV Unit toBe 


for 20th This Week 


+ RCA’s new and improved theatre 


| television unit, after considerable 
delay in construction and testing, 
lis finally to be demonstrated for 
20th-"ox homeoffice execs and en- 
gineers this week at the Fox 
| Movietone studios, N. Y. Suecess 
of the model will determine 
whether 20th goes ahead with 
plans for its 22-theatre TV circuit 
on the Coast next winter. 


New unit is said to be housed 
in a cabinet considerably smaller 
than the earlier models turned out 
by RCA. In addition, the controls 
are worked by regular theatre 
projectionists from the _ booth. 
which obviates the necessity of 
having a special engineer seated 
alongside the unit. It will still fea- 
ture a simultaneous projection sys- 
tem, based on a series of reflecting 
and enJarging mirrors, as distin- 
guished from the Pargmount inter- 
mediate film method. Final lens 
for the unit was delivered to 
the Movietone studios yesterday 
(Tues.), which means that the dem- 
onstration will probably be held 
tomorrow (Thurs.) or Friday. 

Under previously announced 
20th plans, which presumably are 
still in effect, the company will or- 
der units to equip 22 Fox-West 
Coast houses if the demonstration 
proves successful. Before those 
are installed, 20th must devise 
some method of linking the houses. 
It is considered doubtful whether 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission will act in time to provide 
20th, along with the rest of the 
film industry. with exclusive the- 
atre video channels. If so, 20th 
reportedly will put in a bid to 
American Telephone & Telegraph 
to lease special cables to carry the 
TV signals from the point of ori- 
gin to the 22 houses. 


With the exception of occasional 
sports events to which it might 
have access, 20th plans to program 
special shows for the large-screen 
video skein. These would originate 
at Grauman’s Chinese theatre, 
Hollywood, and be aired as supple- 
mentary entertainment to the the- 
atres’ regular film programs. If 
20th decides to greenlight the plan, 
it will be the first company to set 
up a theatre TV chain on such an 
ambitious basis. 


FC Creditor | 


i 

















Continued from page 4 


tal to Joseph Bernhard, FC prez. 
Merger fell through, MacMillen 
said, because FC could not deliver 
on its agreement. As a consequence 
outside capital, not EL, balked at 
turning over funds necessary for 
the company. 

For his part, Kaufman labels 
MacMillen’s offer to return all films 
to FC that the new company took 
over “a hollow gesture.” ‘What 
good is that offer,” he said, ‘‘when 
we are without offices, exchanges 
and personnel—all of which, we 
abandoned in contemplation of the 
merger.” 

Objective of present negotiations, 
Kaufman said, is to see if handling 
of FC pix by ELC without the mer- 
ger originally contemplated “can 
be done on a fair basis.” Referring 
to EL, Kaufman declared: ‘They 
can't take everything and say for- 
get about it, merely offering 10° 
on fees earned with that also sub- 
ject te conditions and the clearing 
of liens.” Kaufman referred to the 
fact that ELC is paying FC 10° 
on its distrib fees garnered on FC 
pix being handled on a makeshift 
basis. Unplayed contracts turned 
over by FC to ELC are estimated 
at $1,900,000, out of which the lat- 
pod company will earn about $575,- 

Kaufman resents implications 
that Bernhard burned his bridges 





‘behind him when he went ahead 


with merger arrangements. “We 
entered an agreement and began to 
deliver in good faith. We closed 
our offices and exchanges. We per- 
formed up to the date of the mer- 
ger whatever we could.” - 
Assignee feels that ELC should 
pay “adequate fees,” meaning 4 
boost from the 10% provided in the 
current pro-tem agreement. Court 
permission to sue would free his 
hands in reference to disputes with 
FC producers also if the need for 
court tiffing should arise. : 
Kaufman is preparing a volumi- 
nous list of claims against FC. 
Aggregate liabilities, he said, “run 


2 well QNer, $1,099,090.” .;- bait 


" 

















tx | eed | 


T 
wee 
exa' 
lott 
met 
laul 
atre 
Her 
coul 
witk 

Li 
rece 
coul 
a ba 
Min 
the 
banl 
buy 
atre 
tick 

M 
lega 
trib 
amo: 
agre 
tion 
flatl; 
tion 
nitio 

W 
very 
exhil 
not 
tors 
state 
hibit 
nigh 
be p 
laws 
simil 
bert 

Wi 
court 
sota 
itv Oo 
certa 
tion | 
who 


GUT 
5 


No 
man 
Aust 
Nate. 
ata 
atten: 
land 
tralia 

Cir 
talk ¢ 
cuit t 
cal m 
every 
munit 
all we 
boxof 
policy 
are b 


Dist 
I 


Filn 
accept 
sultin; 
office 
last v 
met h 
limina 
States 
the di 
Selves 
rent b 
domes 

Box 
leader 
hearly 
month 
riod a 


Grin 


Jacq 
distrib 
the es! 
for $1 

Plai 
ised t 
this e 
80 th 
Money 
to wl 
Italian 








to 


n- 
ld 


ed 
re 
r= 


on 
se 


PS. 
er 
m- 
de 
he 
1e- 
th 

to 
ph 
he 
ri 


nal 
tht 
am. 


ate 
re, 
le- 
he- 
If 
an, 
set 
an 








rez. 
len 
ver 
nce 


for 


Wednesday, August 2, 1950 


VARIETY 


PICTURES 7 








PIX SEEK TO NIP STORY FREEZE 





“Study Local Laws Before Resuming. 


Bank Nights, TOA Warns Exhibitors 


Theatre Owners of America this + 


week warned member theatres to 
examine carefully state laws on 
lotteries and to prepare careful 
methods of operation before 
launching bank nights in their the- 
atres. In a report to members, 
Herman M. Levy, TOA -general 
counsel, urged exhibs to “‘proceed 
with caution.” 

Levy reported the result of a 
recent decision of the supreme 
court of Minnesota, declaring legal 
a bank night system in Albert Lea, 
Minn. Basis of the decision was 
the fact that participants in the 
bank nights were not required to 
buy tickets or appear in the the- 
atre to participate, or to buy 
tickets to claim their prizes. 

Minnesota state law declares il- 
legal any “scheme for the dis- 
tribution of property by chance 
among persons who have paid, or 
agree to pay, a valuable considera- 





Ingram Estate to Widow 


Los Angeles, Aug. 1. 
Bulk of the estate of Rex Ingram, 
who died July 21, goes to his 
widow, Alice Terry, former film 
| star, under his will filed here for 
| probate and disposing of more than 
$200,000 in cash and real estate. 
| Half the estate is inherited out- 
right and the rest forms a trust 
fund from which the widow will 
draw the income for life. 


Cut Costs by 20%, 
As M-G Ups to 43; 
Par Boosts to 30 











tion for the chance.” Court ruling 
flatly stated the Albert Lea opera- | 
tion did not fall under this defi- 
nition. 

While terming the decision “a 
very favorable one” for Minnesota | 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
Production costs on Metro’s 1949- 
59 schedule have been reduced ap- 
proximately 20%, while the num- 
ber of pictures has been increased 
to 43, a gain of 14 over the pre- 





CAN'T GET EMT 


WRITE ORIGINALS} Heartened by 


Nate Blumberg, Back from Europe, 


Upturn in Business 


> 





Dearth of new story material 
which has been troubling studiag 
ever since the end of the war has 
been more protracted than at any 
previous time in film history, ac- 
cording to vet story editors. As 
a result, a number of companies 
are attempting to generate screen 
originals by name and semi-name 
writers, rather than just sitting by 
as they used to, waiting for ma- 
terial to pour in. 

Being sought particularly by ma- 
jor lots are homey, little American 
stories. There are a number of 
reasons for this, but prime is the 
fact that pix on such themes have 


‘Snow White’ Reissue 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 

Walt Disney is readying “Snow 
| White” reissue for early spring, 
| with key-city showings slated for 
|}around Christmas. Full reissue 
| rate may be pushed ahead for holi- 
day period. 

Film will 
tween release of “Treasuger Is- 
‘\land” and “Alice in Wonderland.” 


Guild Maps Plea 





} 
| 
| 





+ Sharp upswing in prospects for 


the: film industry generally, and 
Universal specifically, was pictured 
yesterday (Tues.) by N. J. Blum- 
berg, U’s prez, following his re- 
|turn to New York from a five- 
| week trip abroad. Obviously 
| elated over a steady surge in U’s 
| gross take, which is giving the 
| company its best business in five 
| years, Blumberg declared that U 


be sandwiched be-| “is expected to end its fiscal year 


most favorably.” 


On all fronts, U’s skipper paint- 
ed a brightening prospect. Domes- 
tic grosses of all companies in the 
past five weeks “have improved 
greatly,” he declared. In Eng- 





been outstandingly successful re- 
cently (“Cheaper by the Dozen,” 
“Ma and Pa Kettle,” “Father of the 
Bride’), and so the studios have 
been given the idea that’s what the 
public wants. 


. e | 
Second reason is that such yarns N Yy H ff 

have an added value in their time- ee omeo Ices } 
lessness. They have no political, 
economic or wartime overtones, so Screen Employees Guild has vir- | 
there’s no chance they'll be oyt- | tually abandoned plans for a mass | 
moded by current, fast-moving | public demonstration in the Times | 
events. Also, since they generally | Square area to protest N. Y. white- | 
use simple sets and costumes and | collarite layoffs by the major film | 


To Stop Firings At 





land, Germany and several other 
European countries the turn has 
been made and business is “very 
good.” Blumberg is not concerned 
with the dirge-singers; he sees the 
industry as a “great business 
which will be here for many, many 
years.” 

As for his own company, “I feel 
that we are on the right track. -I 
think the production side has 
plenty of problems but I’m sure 
the most serious of these are be- 
hind us.” U has just ended its 


«eae 


exhibitors, Levy warned that it 1S | vious season’s program. This con- 


not “a blanket license for exhibi- dition is the result of Dore Schary’s 
tors to operate bank night in other dictum, announced a year ago— 
states.” He declared that if ex-| more pictures and more economy 
hibitors wish to operate bank | i, filming. 

nights in other states, they _must | Production huddles on the Para- 
be prepared to show similarity Of) nount lot, instituted since the 
laws to the Minnesota law and| Qyiting of Henry Ginsberg as stu- 
similarity of operation to the Al-) gio chief, has resulted in a decision 


lend themselves to use of young 
and unknown players, they are 
economical to make. 

Big problem so far as the story 
eds are concerned is that most of 
the published magazine and book 
| material along this line has insuf- 
| ficient plot. It’s usually nothing 
but a few incidents and it takes 
quite a bit of expensive writing at 


companies. Union, comprising both | most successful sales drive in five 


ad-publicity and office workers at 
|all the major homeoffices, still 
plans an appeal to both the public 
and companies, however, and has 
scheduled a conference Aug. 17 of 
delegates from each company to 
start the drive rolling. 

SEG will probably carry its mes- 
sage to the public via distribution 





umi- 
rc. 
“run 





" 


bert Lea system. 

While“ warning that other state | 
courts might not follow the Minne- | 
sota decision, he said that similar- | 
ity of laws and operation “would | 
certainly warrant affirmative ac- | 
tion on the part of those exhibitors 
who wish to install bank night.” 


GUT Mgrs. Interest 
Selves in Community 


Activities as B.0. Aid 


Norman B. Rydge, board chair- 
man of Greater Union Theatres of , 
Australia, was feted Friday (28) by 
Nate J; Blumberg, Universal’s prez, 
at a luncheon which top U execs 
attended. Rydge arrived from Eng- 
land last week en route to Aus- 
tralia. 

Circuit operator in an informal 
talk credited the growth of his cir- 
cuit to a standing rule that his lo- 
cal managers must be interested in 
every social activity in their com- 
munity as well as taking a lead in 
all welfare and civic projects. “The 
boxoffice returns under such a 
policy speak for themselves. They 
are bigger every day.” 








Distribs Disavow Losses In’ 
B.O. Lag, Allied Hears 


Chicago, Aug. 1. 
Film distributors have failed to) 
accept their sharg of the losses re- 
Sulting from the prevailing box- 
office decline, exhibitors charged 
last week. Indie operators, who 
met here last week for confabs pre- 
liminary to the National Allied 
States Assn. convention, assailed 
the disttibs for “cushioning them- 
Selves against the shock of the cur- 
rent business decline by increasing 
domestic film rentals.” 
Boxoffice receipts, 
leaders point out, 
nearly one-third in the last three 
months over a corresponding pe- 
riod a year ago. 





the exhib 





Grinieff Sues Banks Estate 


Los Angeles, Aug. 1. 

Jacques Grinieff, foreign film 
distributor, filed suit here against 
the estate of the late Monty Banks 
for $13,695. 

Plaintiff declares Banks prom- 
sed to pay him that amount in 
this country in 1949 but failed to 
80 through with the payment. 
Money was due on several pictures 
to which Grinieff sold Banks 
Italian distribution rights in 1946. 





have declined | 


to boost the lot’s annual film out- 
put to 30 yearly. The upped pace 
will become effective in October 
and carry through for the next 12 
months. Production boost repre- 


| sents a 50% hoist in output, since 
|the company has been averaging 


20 films yearly since the war. 

Another significant change has 
followed the Ginsberg resignation. 
Samuel Briskin, production exec 
who came to Paramount along with 
William Wyler, Frank Capra and 
George Stevens when Par ab- 
sorbed Liberty Films, is playing a 
big part in laying out the studio’s 
new production blueprint. Next to 
Y. Frank Freeman, named to suc- 
ceed Ginsberg, Briskin has become 
second in command. 

Heretofore, Briskin has been in- 
active in top strategy councils on 
the Par lot. Currently, he is in 
close daily huddles with Freeman. 
Nonetheless, Par may yet take on 
a production exec who would work 
under Freenian. Understood it is 
ready to ticket one “if the right 
man comes along.” 

Significant boost in Par and M-G 
prod is intended to cut the studios’ 
big per-picture overhead charges. 
At the same time, it would keep 
the sales force operating on a bet- 
ter rounded schedule. Frequently 
in the past, distrib end has found 
itself short on new product. 

Metro will continue to make 
costly productions, like “Quo Va- 
dis,” from time to time, but is 
rounding up stories capable of be- 
ing filmed on limited time sched- 
ules and on budgets less than $500,- 
000. 





_Another B-K House, 


Garrick, in Folderoo 
Chicago, Aug. 1. 

Balaban & Katz circuit, which 
|several years ago lost dominance 
‘over Loop exhibition, will lose an- 
| other house when the 900-seat Gar- 
|rick shutters within the next two 
| weeks. With sister house, Apollo, 
torn down, the present action 
leaves the circuit with a scant three 
Loop houses and only half-interest 
‘in a fourth. 
| Garrick, which had been on a 
| reissue policy for over a year, has 
| been. the weakest link in the cir- 
cuit’s downtown chain. Loss of 
downtown dominance left the small 
house floundering. Previous to that, 
while stowing A and B quality 
picts it had been a potent draw for 
the circuit. 

Passing of the Garrick, accord- 
ing to B & K officials, is attributed 
to an unfruitful search for suitable 
first-run product. 





the studio to turn the material into | of leaflets in the Times Square lo- 
a screenplay. Likewise there’s a|cale. These will allege the majors 
complaint that too much of the! are still firing whitecollarites, de- 
| published family-type story is|spite a marked upward trend in 
overly contrived. |their profit statements this year. 
20th-Fox’s eastern story ed, Bert | Union gave up plans for the dem- 
Bloch, has been a leader in efforts | onstrations because of difficulty in 
(Continued on page 20) obtaining the necessary permits. | 


Conference will elect a delegation 
Rossen Wins Right 








Major Leslie R. Thompson of RKO, | 
negotiator for the majors in labor | 


| years, he said, in -which it came 
within $2,000 of the record made 
|in 1947. If the same b.o. condi- 
| tions prevailed now as then, U 
| would have grossed $300,000 more. 
For his British partner, J. Are 
thur Rank, Blumberg had kind 
words. Despite all his troubles, 
Rank would emerge “bigger and 
stronger than ever,” he declared. 
Rank was faced with the same 
problems as the American pixites 
and he “is putting his house in or- 
der.” “He will surprise a great 
number of people.” U’s ties with 
the Britisher “are extremely valu- 
able to us.” 

The specialized houses playing 
quality foreign-language and Brit- 
ish imports have suffered no re- 
cent dent in revenues, Blumberg 


| 


‘to forward a plan to stop layoffs to | 
To Delay Wallis Pic 


Los Angeles, Aug. 1. 
obert Rossen won a legal de- 
cision over Hal Wallis in superior 
court, where Wallis had asked 
Judge William B. McKesson to 
order Rossen to start work im- 
mediately on the scripting of 
“Sound of Years,” under a contract 
signed last year. 
Currently Rossen is working on 
his own production, “The. Brave 


ruled he was not under exelusive 
contract to Wallis and could not be 
held accountable if delayed by 
other work. 


N.Y. VARIETY TENT 
. ADOPTS ROGERS HOS 


Board of directors of New York 
Variety club, tent 35, voted Mon- 
day night (31) to adopt the Will 
Rogers Memorial hospital in Sara- 
nac, N. Y., as one of its major 
charities. Measure must undergo 
final ratification by the member- 
ship of the tent at the next gen- 
eral meeting in September. 
Decision to allocate a major por- 
tion of its fund-raising activities to 
the hospital is a reversal of an 
earlier decision last spring, when 
tent felt the hospital charity was 
too, large a job. Decision followed 
a series of conferences held since 
the beginning of June with toppers 
of Variety Clubs International 
and members of the _ hospital’s 
finance committee. 

Annual cost of operation of the 
hospital is about $200,000. In 
adopting the hospital as a major 
charity, tent 35 is not obligated to 





To Wind ‘Brave Bulls’ | 


Bulls,” for Columbia release. Court | 


relations. 

According to SEG, contrary to 
previous practice, when a large 
group were axed at one time, the 
majors are now firing “two or three 
here and there.” As a result, since 
the axings have been “undramatic,” 
they haven’t received the publicity 
given earlier waves of layoffs. Fir- 
ings mean that those who are left 
on*company payrolls are forced to 
speed up their work and also work 
overtime, according to the union. 

Union, as a result, plans to pitch 
for special severance pay, higher 
overtime rates and other measures 
to discotirage the firings. While 
SEG has a double severance pay 
| Clause in its contracts with some of 
the companies, it has none at all 
with some of the others. As for 
overtime, the union hopes to re- 
strict its amount by seeking double 
pay. SEG spokesmen claim the 
‘majors would not be forced to pay 
|any overtime if they maintained 
staffs full enough to get the work 
done in the normal working day. 








Delay German Reps’ 
0.0. Trip to U.S. 


Projected trip to the U. S. of two 





(Continued on page 18) 


M-G Makes Allowances 
On ‘Hot’ Pictures To 
Supersede Earlier Dates 


_William F. Rodgers, Metro dis- 
tribution veepee, last week said 
that exhibitors showing “mitigat- 
ing circumstances” will be allowed 
to play “hot” pictures prior to 
films licensed for previous play- 
dates. He referred specifically to 
requests by exhibitors to be allow- 
ed to play “Annie Get Your Gun” 
before other Metro pix bought for 
previous showings. 

The statement was contained in 
a letter to Allied States general 
counsel Abram F. Myers thanking 
him for his recent opinion on the 
matter. Myers had told exhibitors 
that there was no way to force 
Metro to allow prior dates on 
“Annie” if other films had already 
been contracted. 

Rodgers said that “if there are 
any deserving cases, because of re- 
cent purchases of a number of pic- 
tures, or due to conditions beyond 
their control, “where any theatre 
owners would be held up in play- 
ing “Annie” and “Father of the 
Bride,” special attention would be 
given these cases. 











reps of the German film industry 
to sudden illness of one of the 

delegates. Both were to have been 

.of America’s Advisory Unit for | Lipton Back to Coast 

| German emissaries, Curt Oertel | After N.Y. Bally Talks 
,ed to arrive now for at least a_ Coast over the weekend after two- 
|month. Previously the MPAA had week huddles with Universal h.o. 
|}and French film industries. Dur-| of Universal’s upcoming releases. 
|ing short U. S. stays, the overseas! Ad-pub chief set plans for 
reps are briefed by the MPAA as | “Louisa,” “The Milkman,” “Desert 
to how they may best market their Hawk,” “The Sleeping City,” “Sad- 


raise all this sum, but as much of | 


it as it can supply. Meanwhile, the Advisory Unit 


— a on trade se for 
’ a foreign film yesterday (Tues.) at 
Denver Variety's ag dl RKO’s homeoffice projection room. 

Aug. 10-12 picked for first| French pic, ‘Barry,’ was gandered 
three-day jamboree put on by Den- | by indie and affiliated foreign film 
| ver Variety Tent 37. Starting with | distribs who attended at the Unit's | 
registration at club rooms, main invitation. Screenings are de-| 
events -include stag dinner, golf | signed to help producers arrange | 
| tournamnent and screenings. iU. S. distribution deals. | 


| 











has been temporarily stalied due 

| guests of the Motion Picture Assn. 

| Foreign Films. 

and H. Klagemann, are not expect-| David Lipton planed for the 
hosted delegates from the Italian | execs on campaigns for a number 
| product in the Yank. market. dle Tramp” and “Deported.” 


Big contingent of stars will as- 
semble in Chicago for the world 
preem of “Louisa,” Aug. 11. Fol- 
lowing the ballyhoo in the Windy 
City, stars. will scatter to 26 key 
cities for openings there. Taking 
part in the junkets will be Ronald 
Reagan, Charles Coburn, Ruth 
Hussey, Spring Byington, Edmue® 
Gwenn and Piper Laurie. 
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Slow L.A. Depends 


‘Stella’ Drags, $27,500 in 5 Sites, 


‘Lawless Fair 


on Holdovers: 





206, A&C 256 in 5 





Los Angeles, Aug. 1. < 
With new bills giving a slow ac- 
count at the boxoffice, overall Broadway Grosses 


first-run pace is very mild. Major 
help this frame is coming from 
holdovers. “Stella” had a slow 
teeoff in five sites and expects a 
slim $27,500 on the week. “Law- 
less,” in two, is fair at near $20,- 
000. “Abbott & Costello in the| 
Foreign Legion” is catching a 
medium $25,000, or close to it, in 
five spots. 

Rounding out this week’s slate 
is “Skipper Surprised His Wife,” 
netting a small $15,000 in two 
locations; ‘“‘Three Little Words” | 
going for a good $25,000 in two} 
houses in its second frame, while | 
“Flame and Arrow” is holding up| 
well at $30,000 for the second | 
round in three theatres, as is “711 
Ocean Drive” at $22,000 in two. 


Estimates for This Week 





Los Angeles, Chinese, Uptown, 
Loyola, Wilshire (FWC) (2,097; 
2,048; 1,719; 1,248: 2,296; 60-$1)— 
“Stella” (20th) and “Jungle Stam- | 
pede” (Rep). Slim $27,500. Last | 
week, “Cariboo Trail’ (20th) and 


“It’s Small World” (EL), $21,000. 
Hollywood, Downtown, Wiltern 

(WB) (2,756; 1,757; 2,344; 60-$1) — 

“Flame and Arrow” (WB) (2d wk). 


Good $30,000. Last week, solid 
$44,300. 
Loew’s State, Egyptian (UA), 


(2,404; 1,538; 60-$1)—“Three Little 
Werds” (M-G) and “Trial Without | 
Jury” (Rep) (Loew’s only) (2d wk). 


Neat $25,000. Last week, smart 
$35,800. 

Hillstreet, Pantages (RKO) (2,- 
89U; 2,812; 50-$1)\—"711 Ocean 


Drive” (Col) and “On Isle Samoa” 
(Col) (2d wk). Nice $22,000. Last 
week, hefty $38,100. 

Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- 
mounts (F&M) (3,398; 1,451; 40-$1) 
—‘‘Lawless” (Par) and “Shot Billy 
the Kid” (Lippert). Fair $20,000. 
Last week, “So Young, So Bad” | 
(UA) and “Mule Train” (Col), only | 
$19,000 in three. 

Orpheum, Hawaii (Metropolitan) 
(2,210; 1,106; 50-$1) — “Mystery | 
Street” (M-G) and “Skipper Sur-| 
prised Wife’ (M-G). 
000. Last week, ‘Father of Bride” 
(M-G) (3d wk-4 days), $7,300. - 

United Artists, Ritz, Vogue, 
Studio City, Culver (UA-FWC) | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


(2,100; 1,370; 885; 1,145; 60-$1) —! 


“Abbott and Costello in Foreign | 


Legion” (U) and “Hi-Jacked” (Lip- | 
Last 
week, “Winchester '73” (U), (2d wk- | 


pert). Medium $25,000. 


9 days), $19,300. 


wk). Near $2,500. 
$3.200. 


Fine Arts, Guild (FWC) 





Estimated Total Gross 
This Week . .. $467,500 





(Based on 18 theatres.) 
Last Year ........$536,700 
(Based on 18 theatres.) 








Humid Weather Snags 
St. L; ‘Stella’ Thin 
$14,000, ‘Peggy’ 136, 


St. Louis, Aug. 1. 

Humid weekend with threats of | 
storms and nsg war news combined 
stemmers. Of the 
“Stella” 
with “Peggy” the runnerup. 


“Winchester ’73” (U-I) and ‘“Fed- 
eral Agent at Large” (Rep) (2d 
wk), Fine $10,000. Last week, 
sock $14,200. 

Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 50-85) 
i—*‘Flame and Arrow” (WB) and 


|“Boy From Indiana” (EL) (m.o.). 
|Good $6,200. 


|Penitentiary” (Col). 


ed | 50-85) —"‘Where 
to send grosses down at the main-| (20th) and “Young Daniel Boone 
new films, | (Mono). 
will -grab only fair biz |‘‘Flame 
All |“Boy From Indiana” (EL), also at 
entertainment, including baseball, | Oriental, good $8,000. 


‘Annie’ $13,500, ‘Furies’ 
11G in Perky Port., Ore. 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 1. 

Good entries and cooler weather 
are helping swell boxoffice take of 
first-runs this week. For the first 
time in two months downtown 
spots look like they might get out 
of the doldrums. “Annie Get Gun” 
looms best, at United Artists. 
“Furies” also looks good at Orien- 
tal and Paramount. 

Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (1,830; 50-85) 





Mpls. Mild; ‘Caged’ Slow $8,000, 
~‘Night-City’ 11G, ‘Annie’ 2d 106 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
Tee: WOO ks $2,157,500 
(Based on 24 cities, 197 the- 
atres, chiefly first runs, includ- 





ing N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year ...... $2,567,000 


(Based on 24 cities and 199 





Last week, “Atroci- 
ties of Manila” (Indie) and “State | 
Okay $5,100. | 

Oriental (Evergreen) (2,000; 50-| 
85)—“The Furies” (Par) and “Love | 


|That Brute” (20th), day-date with 


| Paramount. Okay $4,100. Last 
week, “Flame and Arrow” (WB) 
and “Boy From Indiana” (EL), 
day-date with Orpheum, good 
| $4,500. ‘ 
Orpheum’ (Evergreen) (1,750; 


Sidewalk Ends” 
Last week, | 
(WB) and 


Slim $6,800. 
and Arrow” 


is experiencing a slump. Paramount (Evergreen) (3,400; 
Estimates for This Week 50-85)—“The Furies” (Par) and 
Fox (F&M) (5,000; 60)—“Peggy” “Love That Brute” (20th), also at 
(U) and “Kill Umpire” (Col), So-so | Oriental. So-so $7,100. Last 
$13,000. Last week, “Flame and | week, “Night and City” (20th) 
Arrow” (WB) and “50 Years Before ‘and “Motor Patrol” (Lip), slim 
ryes” (WB), $14,000. | $5,800. | 
Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; .50-75) ia United Artists (Parker) (890; 50-| 
“Good Humor Man” (Col) and/g5)—‘“Annie Get Gun” (M-G).| 


“Convicted” (Col). 
Last week, “Duchess Idaho” (MG) | 


and “Father Makes Good” (Mono) | $6 000. 


(2d wk), $14,500. | 
Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 60) —| 


“Spy Hunt” (U), Slim $10,000. Last | 
“Friend Irma yg gly 
‘ 


week, 
(Par) and 
$13,000. 
St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 60) — 
“Stella” (20th) and “Love That 
Brute” (20th). Tepid $14,000. Last 
week, “White Tower” (RKO) and 
“Golden Twenties” (RKO), $11,000. 


‘WORDS’ WOW $22,000; 


“Winchester (U), 





Fair $12,500. |Smash $13,500. 


“A.&C. in Foreign Legion” (U) and ‘Flame Paces Pitt 





‘FLAME’ NEAT 126, K.C. 


Kansas City, Aug. 1. 
Mid-summer biz is moderate ex- 


Last week, “Skip- | 
per Surprised Wife’ (M-G), mild) 





At Sock $18,000, 


»fmost of the downtown filmeries. 


i““Henry V” 


theatres.) 


‘Words’ Nifty $22,000, 
Flame’ Socks $18,500 | 
To Head Washington 


Washington, Aug. 1. | 
Hot weather and plenty of visi- 
tors are bringing good business to 








“Three Little Words” at the 
Palace, “Flame and the Arrow” at 
the Warner, and a revival of | 
at the Playhouse are 
all drawing heavily. “Duchess of 
Idaho” is holding up well a second 
week at the Capitol after an ex- 
ceptional first week, and “Kind | 
Hearts and Coronets” looks good 
for a long run at the Trans-Lux. 
Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew’s) (2,434; 44-85)—| 


“Duchess of Idaho” ‘(M-G) plus | 
vaude (2d wk). Creditable $17,000 
after outstanding $33,000 last) 
week 


Dupont (Lopert) (386: 50-85) — 


“D. O. A.” (UWA) (2d wk). Okay 
$4,000 after satisfactory $5,000! 
last week. 


Keith’s (RKO) (1,139; 44-80) — 
“Winchester °73” (U) (2d wk). 
Heading for $10,000 after nice 
$16,000 last week. Walt Disney's 





* 
rISIS ; ial 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 1. 
Stanley’s pacing the field by a 
wide margin this week with “Flame 


and the Arrow,” which gave house 
best Saturday (29) opening in 


Small $15,-| cept for the Midland, which has|some time and looks headed for 


“Three Little Words” and one of |healthiest stanza in weeks. Warner 


its biggest weeks. 
clude “Jackie Robinson Story” at 
the Missouri, ‘Where 
walk Ends” at Fox Midwest’s first- 
run trio, and “Flame and the” Ar- 
row” at the Paramount, all topping 
average. 

“Tight Little Island” apparently 


| has found its level and continues 

Four Star (UA) (900; 60-$1) —| 
“City Lights” (UA) (reissue) (5th | 
Last week, 


unabated in seventh week at the 
little Kimo, putting it in class of 
top films to play the house in past 
two years. “‘All Quiet on the West- 


(679; | ern Front,” brought back to the Es- 


968; 60-$1)—“Rocking Horse Win-| quire, also is satisfactory with biz 


ner” (U). Mild $3,500. Last week, 

“Paisan” (Indie) and “Open City” 

waa” (reissues) (4th wk-5 days), 
0. 


INDPLS. LAGS; ‘ROGUES’ 
LEADS, 926; ‘CREEK’ 86 


Indianapolis, Aug. 1. 
Biz at first-run filmers here ts 
in summer doldrums this week. 
Nobody is doing much, and over- 
all situation is at season’s low. 
“Rogues of Sherwood Forest,” at 
Loew’s, is leader with modest fig- 
ure. “Stella,” with help from Vic- 
tor Mature and troupe onstage 
first day, ,opened well, then 
slumped. “Curtain Call. at Cactus 

Creek,” at Circle, is only fair. 

Estimates for This Week 


Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 44- 
65) — “Curtain Call at Cactus 





Creek” (U) and “Secret Fury” 

(RKO). So-so $8,000. Last week, 

“Waeen . Her as (Par) and 
agonmaster” O), 

050 modest 
Indiana (Gamble-Dolle) (3,300- 

44-65)—“Stella” (20th) and “Lost 


Volcano” (Mono). Meager $7,000. 


Last week, “Flame and Arrow” | 


{WB) and “50 Years Before Your 
Eyes,” sturdy $12,000. 


Loew’s ‘(Loew’s) (2,427; 44-65)— 


“Rogues of Sherwood Forest” 
(Col) and “Customs Agent” (Col). 
Moderate $9,500. Last week, 
“Duchess of Idaho” (M-G) 
“State Penitentiary” (Col) (2d wk), 
nifty $10,000 on top of $16,000 
opener. 

Lyric (Gamble-Dolle) (1,600; 44- 
65’—Carnival of 20th-Fox screen 
hits (reissues). Thin $3,500. Last 
week, “Back to Bataan” (RKO) 
and “Marine Raiders” (RKO) (re- 
issues), fair $4,500, 


over average. 

Weather got around to being 
/warm for first time in several 
|weeks, making air-conditioning 
once again a house attraction. 





Estimates for This Week 

| Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45- 
'65)—“All Quiet” (Indie) and “Bay- 
onet Charge” (Indie) (reissues). A 
timely booking,. and heading for 
| $4,000, good money. Last week, 


| “Winchester ’73”" (U) and “Golden | 


Gloves Story” (EL) (moveover) 
| stayed 5 days for $2,000. 
Kimo (Dickinson) (550; 50-75)— 


(Continued on page 20) 


the Side-| 


New bills in-| also got off on the right foot with 


“No Man of Her Own” and should 
do very well while “711 Ocean 
Drive” is hanging on very nicely 
in Harris holdover. “Winchester 
73” is falling off sharply in h.o. 
at Fulton, and “Crisis,” in for only 
five days at Penn, is doing just 
fair. 
Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 45-80) — 
“Winchester °73’’ (U-I) (2d wk). 
Hit the skids after big opening 
stanza and ewill be lucky to get 
$6,000 on the h.o. Comes out to- 
morrow (Wed.) for “Where Side- 
walk Ends” (20th). Last week 
“Winchester” sock $12,000. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200 45-80) — 
“711 Ocean Drive” (Col) (2d wk). 
Picture wasn’t figured to hold but 
kept building so steadily it origin- 
ally was handed just a couple of 
extra days and then a full week. 
; Should wind up with nearly $7,500, 
|fine. Last week underestimated; 
picture did blazing $12,000. 

Penn (Loew’s) (3,300; 45-80) — 





“Crisis” (M-G). In for just five 
| days and will probably do around 


| (Continued on page 20) 





Philadelphia, Aug. 1. 

Heat wave, which began last 
| Friday and continued over the 
| weekend, is holding down grosses 
in midtown first-runs. Randolph, 
with “Duchess of Idaho,” is doing 
big business but other situations 
,are just coasting along. 


Bae Estimates for This Week 

& Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99)— 
| “Treasure Island” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Good $10,200. Last week, $16,400. 
| Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-99)—‘“All 
Quiet on the Western Front” 
(Realart). Light $11,200. Last 





ds week, “White Tower” (RKO), $6,- 
500 


| 


| Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99)— 
| “Broken Arrow” (20th) (2d wk). 
Good $20,000. Last week, $30,000. 
| Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50- 
| 99)—“ Crisis” (M-G) (2d wk). Tidy 
$10,000. Last week, $16,500. 
Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 50-99) 
-Wake Island” 


Heat Wilts Philly; ‘Duchess’ Tops 
At $28,000, ‘Rogues’ Fair $15,500 


| Proudly We Hail” (Par) (reissues). 
Weak $5,000. Last week,“‘Asphalt 
Jungle” (M-G), $7,000. 


“Flame and Arrow” (WB) (3d wk). 
Holding up, $12,000. Last week, 
$14,300. 

Randolph (Goldman) (2,500; 50- 
99)—“‘Duchess of Idaho” (M-G). 
Smash $28,000. Last week, “Annie 
Get Your Gun” (M-G), $10,000. 

Stanley (WB) (2,950; 50-99)— 
“Rogues of Sherwood Forest” (Col). 
Fair $15,500. Last week, “Win- 
chester ’73” (U-I), $12,200. 

Stanton (WB) (1,475; 50-99)— 
“Young Daniel Boone” (Mono) and 
“50 Years Before Your Eyes” (WB). 
Quiet $8,000. Last week, “Under- 
world Story” (UA), $12,500. 

Translux (T-L) (500; 50-99)— 
“Kind Hearts and Coronets” (E-L) 
(2d wk), Sharp $7,500. Last week, 





(Par) and “So! $8,500 


Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-99)— | 


ther 


“Treasure Island” starts tomorrow 
(Wed.). | 

Metropolitan (Warner) (1,163; 
| 44-74)—““House by River” (Rep) | 
jand “This Side of Law’ (WB). | 
|'Okay $5,000. Last week, “Wake 


| Island” and “So Proudly We Hail” 
(Par reissues), very good $5,800. 


| Palace (Loew’s) (2,370; 44-74) — | Quiet” 
\““Three Little Words” (M-G). Very 
satisfactory $22,000. Last week, 


“Irma Goes West” (Par), average 
$15,000. 

| Playhouse (Lopert) 
—‘Henry V” (UA) (reissue at 65c 
land $1.) Terrific $7,000. Def- 
‘initely good for a 2d week. Last 
| week, “Woman of Dolwin” (Indie) 
(2d wk), okay $4,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,164; 44-74) — 
“Flame and Arrow” (WB). Socko 
$18,500. Last week, “Great Jewel 
Robber” (WB) and “50 Years Be- 
fore Your Eyes” (WB) _ so-so 
$9,200. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (650; 44-80) — 
“Kind Hearts” (EL) (3d wk). 
Levelling off nicely at $7,000 and 
looks good for long run. Last 
week, strong $7,500. ; 


HOLDOVERS LIFT CLEVE; 
‘IRMA WEST’ FINE 146 


Cleveland, Aug. 1. 
Second-week runs and a reissue 
)at Cleveland’s downtown theatres 
| showed strong boxoffice appeal, 
| with houses snapping out of sum- 
mer doldrums. “All Quiet on West- 
|ern Front” goes into second week 
|after sturdy first and “Annie Get 
Your Gun” gets a third week, 
“Irma Goes West” is going good 
with a moveover to Stillman being 
planned. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (Warners) (3,000; 55-75)— 
“711 Ocean Drive” (WB). Holding 
at heavy $15,000 after strong $16,- 
500 first week. 

Esquire (Community) (704; 55- 
75)—“All Quiet” (reissue). Smash 
$8,000. Last week “Secret Fury” 
(RKO) (3d wk, $3,000. 

Hippodrome (WB) (3,700; 55-75) 
—‘Flame and Arrow” (WB). hold- 
over $10,500 after hot $22,000. 

Lower Mall (Community) (505: 
| 55-75) — “Spectre of Rose” (Rep) 
and “I’ve Always Loved You” 
(Rep). Holdover $2,700 after mod- 
erate $3,500. 

Ohio (Loew’s) (1,205; 55-75) — 
“Annie Get Your Gun” (M-G) 
(moreover from State). Hot $6,000. 











“Rogues of Sherwood Forest” | 
(Col). Neat $12,500. Last week 
“Winchester °73” (U) (2d wk)! 
strong $9,000. 


State (Loew's) (3,450; 55-75)— 
“Irma West” (Par.). Fine $14,000. | 


(M4G) refreshing $14,000. 
—"Eagle and Hawk” (Par). Fair 


$6,000. Last week, “P * ’ 
good $7,000. ow”) 





| by 
| $10,000 after staunch $16,000 ini- 


Palace (RKO) (3,300; 55-75) —| 


Minneapolis, Aug. 1. 

Hot weather is the current box. 
office alibi, but there’s nothing es- 
pecially torrid in the lineup of 
newcomers to cause any wholesale 
scampering toward the wickets. En- 
tries include “Night and the City,” 
“Caged,” “Stars in My Crown” 
and “Kid From Texas,” all rather 
mild in their individual and aggre. 
gate appeal. It’s the second week 
for Radio City’s “Annie Get Your 
| Gun.” Other holdovers are “Win- 
| chester ’73” and “All Quiet on the 
| Western Front,” moveovers to 
sure-seaters Pix and World for 
| third and second weeks downtown, 
respectively. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70) — 
“Stars in My Crown” (M-G). Fa- 
vorably received, but not much in 
cast array or general pull to make 
for impressive gross. Good $7,000. 
Last week, “Skipper Surprised His 
Wife” (M-G), slow $4,200. 

Lyric (Par) (1,000; 50-70)—“Kid 
From Texas” (U). Mixed opinions 
on this one. Okay $4,000. Last 
week, “All Quiet on Western 
Front” (Indie) (reissue), okay $4,- 
500. 

Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70)— 
“Annie Get Your Gun” (M-G) (2d 
wk), This well-liked picture helped 
word-of-mouth. Satisfactory 





tial stanza. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 35- 
70)—“Caged” (WB). Aided by ad- 
vertising stressing sensationalism, 
but absence of cast names a liabil- 
ity. Slow $8,000. Last week, “Good 
Humor Man” (Col), light $7,000. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 35-70)— 
“One Way Street” (U) and “I Was 
a Shoplifter” (U), Dual bill getting 
a little attention from action-lov- 


| ers. Light $5,000. Last week, ‘“‘Win- 


chester °73” (U) (2d wk), neat 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70) 
“Night and City” (20th). Meller 
getting stamp of approval. Wid- 
mark has following, too. Satisfac- 
ory $11,000. Last week, “Rocket- 
ship, XM” (LP), tepid $7,000. 

World (Mann) (400; 50-85)—“All 
(Indie) (reissue) (m.o.). 
| Mild $1,700 in 5 days. Last week, 
|“The Suspect” (Indie) (reissue), 
| modest $2,200. 


| $6,200. 


_— 





(485; 50-85) | 


ANNIE’ HOT $18,000 
IN STEADY TORONTO 


Toronto, Aug. 1. 

With “Annie Get Your Gun” in 
for lushest returns in~ several 
weeks, it’s pacing the town. “Wagon 
Master” is also hefty along with 
another western, “Return of the 
Frontorsman.” Algo okay is 
“Bright Leaf,” with top biz also 
enjoyed by 2d-week holdover of 
“Blossoms in the Dust” revival at 
Odeon at $1.15 top. Town’s over- 
all grosses are satisfactory and bet- 
ter than seasonal expectancy. 


Estimates for This Week 


Downtown, Glendale, Scarboro, 
State (Taylor) (1,059; 955; 698; 694: 
33-57)—“‘Return of Frontiersman” 
(WB) and “This Side of Law” (WB). 
| Lusty $12,000. Last week, “John- 
| BY One-Eye” (UA) and “Customs 
Agent” (Col), $13,500. 

Eglinton, Victoria (FP) (1,180; 1.- 
140; 38-67)—“Four Men and a 
Prayer” (20th) and “Stanley & Liv- 
ingstone” (20th) (reissues). Light 
$6,500. Last week, “Interrupted 
Journey” (London Films), ditto. 

. Hyland (Rank) (1,357; 46-77)— 

Kind Hearts, Coronets” (EL) (7th 
wk). Still steady $4,000 after last 
week’s same. 

m Imperial (FP) (3,373; 37-59)— 

Wagon Master” (RKO), Very 
good $11,000. Last week, “White 
Tower” (RKO) (2d wk), $7,500. 

Loew’s (Loew) (2,096; 38-67)— 
“Annie Get Your Gun” (M-G). 
Smash $18,000. Last week, “Fath- 
5 Bride” (M-G) (4th wk), $6- 





| 
| 
| 


Nortown, University (FP) (959: 
1,556; 38-67)—“Bright Leaf” (WB) 
(2d wk). Nice $7,500 after last 
week’s $10,500. 

Odeon (Rank) (2,390; 48-$1.15)— 
“Blossoms in Dust” (M-G) (reissue) 





(2d wk). Neat $11,000 after last 
_week’s $15,000. 
| Shea’s (FP) (2,386; 38-67)— 


“Where Sidewalk Ends” (20th) (2d 
wk). Fair $6,500 after bast week's 


ye 


Towne (Taylor) (693; 40-88)— 


Last week, “Annie Get Your Gun” | “Rocketship X-M” (Lip) (5th wk). 


Still steady $4,000 after last week's 


Stillman (Loew’s) (2,700; 85-75) | $4,500. 


Uptown (Loew) (2,743; 42-75)— 
“Crisis” (M-G). Poor $5,000. Last 
week, “Peggy” (U), bad $4,000. 





a 
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United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50- 








(UA), modest $9,500. 








Estimates for This Week 


| for renovations. 





(UA) plus stageshow (2d wk). 
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‘711 Ocean Drive” (Col). Smash week, “Panic in Streets” (20th) ————-— “Memphis Belle” (Par) and “Flv- 
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$3,300. Last week, $3,700. 


ville Dull; ‘Flame’ 86, 
‘Rogues’ Nice $11,000 


| 
Louisville, Aug. 1. | 

Biz is on the dull side this week. | 
Amusement dollar seems to be) 
spread in many directions, namely | 
outdoor attractions. Folks just | 
don’t seem to come into the down- | 


town district in the hot weather. | 





and Arrow,” teed off briskly, but | 


73” (U), Fair $10.-| Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,877; 59-| “a iy 
All houses are slow-paced this | — 7", Pn ng Mh vg egg or 500 for 2d week. | 84)—"711 Ocean Drive” (Col)’ and | con aoe Fe aatete — as 
week. Mary Anderson, with "Flame | 1001. steady in fifth and final weck ,-Metropolitan (NET) (4,367; 40-| “Snow Dog” (Mono.) Heading for ul 


slowed after “Rogues Sherwood 
Forest” opened Saturday (29) at. 
Loew's State. Pics are somewhat | 
similar_in theme, which doesn’t | 
help. Best gross on the week | 
looks to go to the State, where. 
modest $11,000 is indicated. 


Estimates for This Week 


Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,200; 
45-65\—“Flame and Arrow” (WB). 
Burt Lancaster opus teed off to 
brisk start, but slowed. Looks good 
for neat $8,000. Last week “711 
Ocean Drive” (Col) about same. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000, 
45-65'\—“White Tower” (RKO) and 
“Armored Car Robbery” (RKO). 
Looks like slow stanza, likely poor | 
$8.500. Last week “Stella” (20th), | 
with bally preem, p.a’s of stars, | 
etc. registered soli 
m.0o. 

State (Loew’s) (3,000; 45-65) — | 
“Rogues Sherwood Forest” (Col) | 
and “Custom Agent” (Col). Teed | 





‘ Detroit, Aug. 1. 

Personal appearance by Burt 
Lancaster is shooting ‘Flame and ' 
Arrow” (WB) and “50 Years Before 
Your Eyes’ (WB) to tremendous 
biz at the Michigan. For the first 
time in months, house had to hang 
out SRO sign. “Stella” is doing 
mildly at the Fox, and “Lonely 
Place” looks so-so at United Art- 
ists. “Winchester '73” is slipping 


at the Adams. 
Estimates for This Week | 
Fox (Fox-Mich) (5,000; 70-95) — 
“Stella” (20th) and “Destination | 
Murder” (RKO). Mild $20,000. Last | 
week, “Night and City” (20th) and | 
“Isle of Samoa” (Col) $17,000 in| 
2d week. 
Michigan’ (United Detroit) (4.-| 
000; 70-95)— ‘Flame and Arrow” | 
(WB) and “50 Years Before Your | 
Eyes” (WB). Colossal $27,000. Last 
week, “Crisis” (MG) $16,000. | 


_ week, “711 Ocean Drive” (Col) and | 


Tucson” (RKO), Slow $9,000. Last 


“4 Canterbury Tale” (Indie) sur-| 
prised with okay $13,000. 


Fenway (NET) (1,373: | 


40-85) | 


/“Great Jewel Robber” (WB) and |} 
'“50 Years Before Eyes” 


(WB). | 
Thin $4,200. Last week, “Return | 
of Frontiersman” (WB) and “This | 
Side of Law” (WB). Tepid $3,800. | 

Memorial (RKO) (3,500; 40-85) | 
“Treasure Island” (RKO) Pacing | 
town with nifty $21,000. Last week, ' 
“Winchester 


85) “Flame and Arrow” (WB) | 
(Continued on page 20) | 


Seattle, Aug. 1. 


Fair summer pace prevails as | 


the burg is perking With the Korean 
situation, which means more de- 
fense jobs in the area and activity 
at nearby navy town, Bremerton. 
Estimates for This Week 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (800; 59- 
84)—“Winchester ’73” (U) (3d wk). 
Hot release from Orpheum. Indi- 
cating good $4,000. Last week, 
“Capture” (RKO) and “Colorado 
Ranger” (Lip), slow $2,300. 


fair $7,000. Last week, “Lawless” 
(Continued on page 20) 





Words’ Hefty $25,000 in Frisco, 
Flame’ Big 20146, Brute’ OK 15146 


San Francisco, Aug. 1. _ | 
Sudden warm temperature hit, 


Big $20,500. Last week, “Return 
of Frontiersman” (WB) and “This 


Palms (UD) (2,900; 70-95) — | weekend biz. “Three Little Words” | Side of Law” (WB), mild $14,000. 


“Winchester °73” (U) (2d wk). | 
Slipping to $11,000. Last week, | 
terrific $21,000. 

United Artists (UD) (2,000; 70- | 
95)— “Lonely Place” (Col). 
$12,000. Last week, 


$12,000 and Trail” (UA) and “Destination Big | $10,000 


House” (Mono) $14,000. 


Madison (UD) (1,800; 70-95) — 
“Foreign Legion” (U) and “Young | 
Daniel Boone” (Mono) (2d wk). 


and “Flame and Arrow” are out- | 
standing. \ 
Estimates for This Week 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844: 60-' 


Fair | 85)—“A Modern Marriage” (Mono) | 
“Troquois | and “Triple Trouble” (Mono). Thin | 85)—“Good Humor Man” (Col) and 


espite hefty exploitation. | 
Last week, “White Tower” (RKO) | 
(2d wk), only $9,500. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95)—“‘Love | 
That Brute” (20th) and “Where 





St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 60-85)— 
“Men” (UA). Fair $12,500. Last 
week, “Mystery Street” (M-G) (2d 
wk), $8,000. 

Orpheum (No. Coast) (4,448: 55- 


“Congolaise” 
two previews, 
“Winchester °73” 

days), oke $10,500. 


(FC). Backed by | 


United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207;| frame. Holds. 





tied in on Korean war. 

Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 90- 
$1.25\—“‘Underworld Story” (UA) 
(2d wk). Fair $11.000 estimated 
for initial week ending last night 
(Tues.). In ahead, fourth and final 
stanza of “If This Be Sin” (UA), 
weak $3,100 

Roxy (20th) (5,886: 80-$1.75)— 
“Broken Arrow” (20th) plus An- 
drews Sisters. iceshow on stage (2d 
wk). Continuing strong with robust 
$65 000 expected for round ending 


“Panic in Streets” (20th) plus 
Frances Langford, Pegleg Bates 
and iceshow on stage opens Fri- 
day (4). 

State (Loew's) (3.450: 55-$1.50)—~ 
“Annie Get Your Gun” (M-G) (12th 
wk). Heading into windup of run, 
with steadv $12.000 expected, after 
about $13.000 for preceding round. 
“Three Little Words” (M-G) opens 
next Wednesday (9). 

Strand (WB) (2.776: 55-$2). — 
“Flame and Arrow” (WB) plus 


|Jane Pickens, Buddy Lester head- 


lining. stage layout (4th—final wk). 
Fine $38.000 expected for stanza 
ending tomorrow night (Thurs.), 
after hefty $40,000 in previous 
round. “Kiss Tomorrow Goodbye” 
(WB) with Toni Harper, Billy Vine, 
3 Lind Bros. and Martez and Lucia 


,Oon stage ovens Friday (4). 


Sutton (R. & B) (561; 90-$1.50). 


$9,000. Last week,|—‘“Winslow Boy” (EL) (9th wk). 
(U) (2d wk), (6 Dipping slightly to about $6.500 


after oke $7,800 for previous 
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off Saturday (29), but getting nice | “ | Sidewalk Ends” (20th). Okay $15,- | 55-85)—“Johnny One-Eye”- (UA)! Trans-Lux (60th St.) (T-L) (453: 
play to indicate satisfactory. $11. | SIOW $7,000. Last week, preg . Last week, “Rock Island (2d wk), $6,500. Last week, tepid _74-$1.50)—‘“Kind Hearts. Coro- 
000. Last week “Winchester '73” . Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 70-95'— | Trail” (Rep) and “Golden Gloves | $10,500. nets” (EL) (8th wk). Continues 
(U) and “I Was Shoplifter” (U), “Annie Get Your Gun” (M-G) (5th | Story” (EL) plus p.a. opening day| Stagedoor (Ackerman - Rosener)| strong. with brisk $8.300 for cur- 
about same. | wk). ‘ented $8,000. Last week, | of stars, thin $11,500. | (370; 85-$1)—"Kind Hearts and rent frame, after slightly better 

Strand (FA) (1,200; 45-65) — | $10,000. Warfield (Loew's) (2,656: 60-85) Coronets” (EL) (6th wk), $3,000. | $9.900 for preceding week. Holds. 
“Love That Brute” (20th) and. ~. Downtown (Balaban) (2,900; 70-|—‘“Three Little Words” (M-G).' Last week, $3,300. Vietoria (Citv Inv.) (1,060; 95- 
“Lost Voleano” (Mono). Shape as | 95)—‘All Quiet on Western Front” | Hefty $25,000. Last week, “Skip-| Clay (Rosener) (400; 65-85)—/$1.50)—“Our Very Own” (RKO) 
good fare, but b.o. results weak. | (Indie) and “Nightmare” (Indie); per Surprised His Wife” (M-G),; “Tight Little Island” (U) (3d wk), | (2d wk). Initial frame ended last 
Possible $3,500 in sight, puny. | (reissues). Slim $6,000. Last week, \fair $13,000. ‘| $2,200. Last week, $2,800. |nieht ‘Tues.) climbed to good $33,- 
Last week “Rocketship X-M” (Lip) “Rocketship XM” (Lippert) and| Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-8: Larkin ‘Rosener) (400; 65-85)— 000. In ahead, 25th-final session 
and “Operation Haylift” (Lip', “Golden Gloves Story” (EL) $5,000 “Flame and Arrow” (WB) and “Tight Little Island” (U) (3d wk).| of “Third Man” (SRO), satisfactory 
modest $4,000. ‘in 2d week. '“Destination Big House” (Mono). $2.300. Last week, $2,600. '$8.000 
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Arg. Agencies, Sponsors Mull Combine 
Vs. Govt. Commandeering of Ad Time 


Montevideo, July 18. + 


Agency execs and Yank-capital- | ae * 
ved radio advertisers in Argentina Restrictions on English 


are mulling plans to combine | ° 
forces, in an effort to withstand the | Newsreels ty epabae ge 


“ “4 tem, as practiced by | 
touch’ sys P 7 | Present restriction on newsreels 


, tine overnment depart- ‘ inal c ; 
pr i g P | which limits their length and until 





This system consists in comman- 
deering the advertisers’ time. 


works are now all owned and con- 
trolled by a government consorti- 
um, 
to relinquish the corresponding 
revenwe, so eventually the adver- 
tisers find that they are expected 
to pay for time which they have 
not been allowed to use. 

In the old days, before the Ar- 
gentine networks were “liberated” 
and passed into the ownership of 


But | 
as the so-called “commercial” net- | 


the authorities are reluctant |, 


the recent court of appeal decisior, 


made it illegal for exhibs to cancel 
their contracts, may be revoked 
| within the next three months. 

Statement to this effect was 


by Hervey Rhodes, parliamentary 
secretary to Board of Trade. 
Harold Wilson, he said, Was exam- 
ining the order and in the light of 
the present raw stock prospects, 
expected to be able to revoke it. 





JOHNSTON PLEA FOR 
HEALTHIER BRIT. FILMS 


London, Aug. 1. 

A plea for a strong and healthy 
British motion picture industry 
which could stand on its own and 
develop on an enlarging and in- 
vigorating scale, was made by Eric 
Johnston, president of the Motion 
Picture Assn. of America, when 
speaking at a luncheon of the Kine- 
matograph Renters’ Society for ex- 
ecutives of the Royal Naval Film 
Corps. in London last Thursday 
(27). Honor guests were the 


Duchess of Kent and Lord Louis | 
Ellis Arnali, James | 


A. Mulvey and Joyce O’Hara were | years and has been shipping and | 


made in the House of Commons) #!S® Present. 


Mountbatten. 


In a speech that was mainly po- 





litical from the point of emphasiz-| 
ing Anglo-American ties of friend- | 


erful British film industry would 


keep Hollywood on its toes and pre- | 


| ship, Johnston asserted that a pow- 


vent it from deteriorating. | 


Lord Mountbatten, chairman of | 
the film corps, paid tribute to the, 


people connected with the govern-| of e. 
ment, the private corporations New Pic Festival 


commandeered for official broad- | 

casts. Now, of course, any losses | 

on this account hit the government | 

their demands for time. Recently | lates ta a we ao 
y , w angle |“. ; F 

they have theses Up 6 Soy See |afloat_on the Ccentinent this year 


which operated them had to foot | 

Set for Antibe 
people in their own pockets, so they 
—that of making the advertisers | ;, now past the blueprint stage. 


the bill whenever air time was | 
are somewhat more reasonable in Paris, Aug. 1. 
pay for any time which they have | This one will be held in Antibes, 





under contract, even if it has been | 


“confiscated.” 

When the advertisers protest 
against this, they are given a 
friendly hint to quiet down and 
pay up; otherwise they might find 
themselves in difficulties. Difficul- 


ties can mean anything from gov- | 


ernment inspectors finding “unsan- 


itary conditions” in their plants and | 


shuttering them, or import permits 
for much-needed raw materials be- 
ing held up indefinitely, forcing 
them to shutter. 

The only defense for advertisers 


would be to form an association. | 


There are no alternative media to 
fall back upon. Newspaper and 
magazine ads are restricted, in view 
of the paper shortage, this in turn 
stemming from the dollar shortage 
and government confiscation of pa- 


per stocks held by the opposition 


newspapers. 

Latest semi-official estimates put 
the number of radio sets in Argen- 
tina at over 2,000,000, of which 60% 


are believed to be equipped with | 


shortwave. However, most people 
in the radio industry qualify this 
as a very low estimate. A census 
taken in 1947 should reveal what 
the accurate figure of set owner- 
ship is, but the Peron government 
has never allowed any statistics to 
creep outside the official files. 
Television is so far only a dream 
in Argentina, and except for the 


demonstrations to be made at a. 


medical convention in the near fu- 
ture, it is likely to remain a dream 
until dollars are available. 


MEX FILM BIZ NEEDS 





MORE PRESTIGE PIX 


Mexico City, July 25. 
Mexican pie trade needs prestige 
much more than it does coin, 
Andres Serra Rojas, head of in- 
dustry’s bank, the semi-official 
Banco Nacional Cinematografico, 
S. A., declared here recently. 


| French spa near Cannes, and War- 
iner Bros. films will play a big part. 
| Antibes shindig will compete for 
| the dollar with at least a half-dozen 
| other festivals in such Yank-gather- 
| ing locales as Venice, Cannes, Edin- 
| burgh and Biarritz. ' 

| Antibes affair is being organized 
by Cinematheque Francais in co- 
operation with the International 
| Federation of Film Archives. 





other American film company be- | 


sides Warners has yet indicated 
patticipation, but new pix will be 


and Japan. Older American films 
will be featured in a series of trib- 
utes to John Hustén, Charlie Chap- 
lin, Mack Sennett and Thomas Ince, 
|early director-producer whose films 
were particularly admired _ in 
| France. 

Warners has been singled out for 
| kudoes on the basis of their social 
| pix of the ’30s, with “I Am a Fugi- 
| tive from a Chain Gang” and “The 
Black Legion” slated for screening. 
| All films shown at Antibes will be 
in their original form, without sub- 
tiles and with all censor cuts re- 
stored wherever possible. 

Screenings will be held daily 
from Aug. 20-Sept. 10 in the audi- 
torium of the Antibes Musee Gri- 
maldi and the town’s open-air mar- 
ket. Preliminary drumbeating men- 
tions number of top artists and 
writers as likely to attend, includ- 
ing Picasso (whose studio is in An- 
tibes), Fernand Leger, Jean* Coc- 
teau, Jean Paul Sartre and Albert 
Camus. . 

One special feature of the festi- 
val will be a series of 16m screen- 
ings of new experimental films by 
w.k. men of other fields, artists, 
writers and at least one Hollywood 
producer trying his hand. Robert 
Flaherty and Paul Strand are 
among American documentary pro- 
ducers expected to attend. 


‘Horse’ {>t to Open 








shown from six European countries | 


ABP Chairman Claims 


No | 


The bauker said what the indus- 
try must get is a better name by 
producing high quality pix, and 
recommended that the way to hike 


At Edinburgh Fete 
Edinburgh, Aug. 1. 
For the first time a British fea- 


“non-commercialism” of the mo- 
tion picture industry in its rela- 
tions with the navy. He likened 
the association between them to a 
love affair comparable to that of 
Lord Nelson and Lady Hamilton. 





| He hoped that Johnston and his 


| colleagues would be more success- 
‘ful in their negotiations with Sir 
Stafford Cripps than the Admi- 
ralty. 

| David E. Griffiths, KRS prexy, 
| who presided, recalled the founda- 
tion of the RNFC 14 years ago and 
expressed the pleasure of the in- 
dustry in being able to provide en- 
tertainment for sailors in all parts 
of the world. However isolated 
members of the fleet might be, 
they could be sure of film enter- 
tainment at least twice a week. 





Ace British Pix Still 
Do Well at Boxoffice 





London, July 25. | 


Despite the downward trend of 
boxoffice receipts, pictures of out- 
standing appeal continue to attract | 
audiences “as high as ever.” 


chairman, to stockholders of Asso- 


ciated British Picture Corp. point- | 


ed this up. In the Greater London 
area it is admitted that attendance 
and receipts have dropped by a 
greater percentage than in other 
parts of the country. Sir Philip 
asserted that it’s by no means cer- 
tain that television is as yet a seri- | 
ous competitor. Present factors 
with which company has to contend 
are the high cost of living and the 
general spending power of the pub- 
lic. 

In a review of the company‘s 
production activities, Sir Philip ad- 
mitted that during the last year 
they showed a loss. But he hopes 
that the more “realistic quota” of 
30% which operates as from next 
October, will provide an oppor- 
tunity of presenting pictures of 
“reasonable quality.” 


‘Aussie Looks Up 


| derway shortly with Aussie’s first 





Sid 
Philip Warter ih his statement, 4 





Markets available to British films | 
do not permit a@ sufficient return 
on the successes to offset losses on | 
inevitable failures, and government | 
finance and quotas do not provide 
the answer. The recent govern- | 
ment measure for a productiun pool | 
is welcomed asa slight recognition 
of the industry’s troubles, but did 
ngt provide “anything like a satis- 
factory solution of the problems.” 





‘Annie, ‘Treasure, 


‘Odette’ Holdovers 


Pace London Pix B.0.; Abbott-Costello 
Good $7,600 Opener, Furies’ Big in Bow 


’ London; July 25. 





Pyne Quits 20th, London, 
After 33 Years Service 


London, July 25. 
Charles A. Pyne, who has been | 
with 20th-Fox in London for 33) 


print-manager since 1929, has re- 
signed. He held the record in the 
company for length of service. 

Successor is Norman H. Nesse, 
general manager of This Modern 
Age, who was with 20th before the 
war. 





On Film Prod. 


Sydney, July 25. 


A major upbeat in Australian pic 
production is seen here before 
year’s end. Twentieth-Fox gets. un- 


Technicolor pic, “The Bushranger” 
(tentative title), using frozen coin. 
A report has it that Columbia is 





| week netted $21,000. 


{include admission tax. 


There were three new bills in 
the West End last week but the 
big money makers were a trio of 


| pictures that have been held over 
for some weeks. “Annie Get Your 


Gun” continues to do sturdy West 
| End business, and its third Empire 
Disney’s 
“Treasure Island” ended its fifth 
round at the Leicester Square the- 


|atre with a handsome $8,700 and 


has now moved over to the New 
Gallery for an indefinite stay. The 
British-made “Odette” finished its 
seventh Plaza week at over $7,000 
and has now moved to the Carlton, 
where it grossed over $2,500 in its 
first three days. 

The new Abbott & Costello pic- 
ture,’ possibly helped. by the cur- 
rent personal appearance of the 
stars at the Palladium, finished its 
first round at over $7,600. The new 
AB-Pathe picture, “Portrait of 
Clare,” did a very mild $3,200 in 
its opening week at the Warner 
and has been pulled. 

All estimates are net, but don’t 
Admission 
prices listed are inclusive of tax. 


Estimates for Last Week 





mulling another local pic via 
frozen coin. Col has already made | 
two pix here, “Rangle River” and | 
“Pacific Adventure.” 


Carlton (Par) (1,128; 65-$1.60)— 
“Sands of Iwo Jima” (BL). Fin- 
ished its third stanza at $5,800 and 
followed by “Odette” (BL), which 
moved over from the Plaza. Latter 


A move is now underway by @/ got $2,500 in first three days and 


group of independent financiers, | 
with top backing coming from 
Charles Munro, indie loop oper- 
ator, covering the formation of a 
new production unit. Idea calls | 
for three pix annually under the | 
megging of local directors, with | 
U. S. stars for marquee lure. 


This | Policy’ was introduced. 


Stays indef. 

Empire (MG) (3,099; 50-$1.60)— 
“Annie Get Your Gun” (MG) and 
stage show. Handsome $21,000 in 
third round, better than many 
opening weeks since the vaudfilm 
Stays on 


new company would operate in as- | at least two more weeks. 


sociation with the new studio run | ' 
by Commonwealth Film Labora- |—‘Bitter Springs” (GFD). 


The McCreadie Bros., in- | 


tories. 
die producers, are also said to be 


looking for U. S. coin to continue | British-made 


production. The McCreadies re- 
cently 
Kid.” 
Top producer in the Down Un- 
der field currently is Ealing 
Studios at Pagewood. Unit has al- 
ready completed three pix here, 
“Overlanders,” “Eureka Stockade” | 
and “Bitter Springs,” with “Pre- | 
lude” now on the floor. Ealing has 
major production plans locally’for 
1951. Universal-International and | 
Greater Union Theatres, which 
financed Charles Chauvel with 
“The Rugged O’Riordans,” may 
also back the Aussie director in 
another pic. . 


completed “The Kangaroo | 


Gaumont (CMA) (1,500; 45-$1.60) 
Aus- 
tralian-made Ealing picture ended 
third stanza with moderate $2,700. 
“Waterfront” (GFD) 
in from July 27. 
| Leicester Square (CMA) (1,753; 
45-$1.60) —- “Treasure _ Island” 
(RKO). Concluded its fifth week 
with handsome $8,700 and has now 
moved to New Gallery theatre 
shuttered for redecorations and re- 
opening Aug. 3 with “Trio” (GFD), 

London Pavilion (UA) (1,217; 45- 
$1.60)—“Gun Crazy” (UA) and 
“Great Plane Robbery” (UA). 
Double bill nabbed a useful $2,000 
in its first weekend and estimated 
to wind opening week at about 
$4,200. . 

New Gallery (CMA) (1,376; 45- 
$1.60) —“‘Three Husbands” (UA) 


It’s understood that if the 20th- | ang “Elen” 
Fox Aussie production experiment | to i nelly ge Bey tien ee 


is successful, other top U. S. dis- | 1 
tribs may bow into the local field 4), 0" 


with frozen coin. 





Allied Commission 


Speeding UFA Breakup 
Frankfort, July 25. 


(RKO) in from today 


Odeon, Leicester Sq. (CMA) (2,- 
200; 45-$1.60) — “Winchester °73” 
(GFD) and “Peggy” (UI).  Disap- 
pointing $5,100 in third week for 
this big double bill. “Panic in the 





In an effort to speed liquidation | 
and deconcentration of UFA Filnts, | 
top German film combine which | 


Streets” (20th) opens July 27. 


Odeon, Marble Arch (CMA) (2,- 
200; 45-$1.60)—“Abbott & Costello 
in “Foreign Legion” (UI) and 


has been under Allied control since “Shakedown” (UI). O dt - 
1945, the Council of the Allied | prisingly good $7,600. Continues. 
High Commission last week voted Plaza (Par) (1,902; 65-$1.60)— 
to publish an Allied High Commis- “Furies” (Par). Opened to very 


sion law harmonizing and consoli- strong $4,200 for first three days ° 


world prestige of Mexican pix is 
to devote five films yearly to that 
type of production. 





Moguy’s Rome Deal 


Rome, July 25. 

Leonide Moguy, French director, 
has set up a co-production deal 
with Minerva Films of Rome fora 
new pic,, “Domanie un _ Altro 
Giorno” (“Tomorrow Is Another 
Day”), from an original written by 
Moguy, who will also direct. 

The film will involve three se- 
quences, versions of case histories 
ot people who almost committed 
Suicide but at the last moment de- 
cided that they could manage to 
£0 on “for another day.”» 


Wolfe Cohen Traveling 


Wolfe Cohen, Warners’ foreign 
chief, planes out of New York to- 
day (Wed.) for an extended South 
American survey. 

First stop in Cohen's itinerary is 
Rio de Janeiro. He then hops to 
Buenos Aires, Santiago, and Lima, 
before returning to the h.o. 





ture film, “The Wooden Horse,” 
has been chosen for showing at the 
opening performance of the Edin- 
burgh Film Festival next month. 

“The Wooden Horse” is an adap- 
tation of the Eric Williams’ prisdén- 
camp escape story. The film, like 
the book, is based on the actual 
experiences of British officers in 
Germany during the war. It was 
produced for Wessex Films by Ian 
Dalrymple and directed by Jack 
Lee. 





Dublin, July 25. 


Proposals are before the Ifish 
Dept: of Industry and Commerce 
to assist in developing an Irish 
film industry, according to Liam 
Cosgrave, parliamentary secretary 
to the department. 

Con Lehane asked in the Dail 
| (Congress) whether the govern- 
'ment proposed to seek powers to 
compel Irish exhibs to show a 
quota of Irish-made pix, receiving 
a promise that the suggestion 
| would be borne in mind with other 


' proposals, 





Quota for Irish Exhibs 


Current London Shows 


(Figures show weeks of run) 
London, Aug. 1. 
“Ace of Clubs,” Cambridge (4). 
“Beau Strategem,” Lyric (66). 
“Brigadoon,” His Majesty’s (68). 
“Carousel,” Drury Lane (8). . 
“Castle in Air,” Savoy (34). 
“Cocktail Party,” New (13). 
“Dish Ran Away,” Whitehall (5). 
“Eliz. Slept Here,” Strang (40). 
“Falien Angels,” Ambass. (34). 
“Folies Bergere,” Hipp. (43). 
“Gelden City,” Adelphi (7). 
“Heiress,” Haymarket (79). 
“His Excellency,” Princess (10). 
“Holly and Ivy,” Duchess (12). 
“Home at Seven,” Wyndham (21). 
“Ice-Capades,” Empress (10). 
“King Rhapsody,” Palace (45). 
“Knights Madness,” Vic. Pal. (20). 
“Latin Quarter,” Casino (20). 
“Mister Roberts,” Coliseum (2). 
“Oklahoma,” Stoll (165). 
“Ring Moon,” Globe (27). 
“Seagulls Sorrento,” Apollo (7). 
“Streetcar,” Aldwych (43). 
“Touch & Go,” Wales (11). 
“Traveller's Joy,” Crit’rion (112). 
“Venus Observed,” St. Jas. (28). 
“Worm’s View,” Comedy (171). 
CLOSED LAST WEEK 
} “Background,” Westminster (10). 





dating all previous Military Gov- 
ernment rulings on the matter. A 


to the Council July 20. 


ment for leave to carry out liquida- 
tion of the combine under their 
own auspices. High Commission 


the Bonn government could pass 
subsequent legislation replacing Al- 
lied legislation providing it were 
appropriate and acceptable to the 
High Commission. 


Italo-Anglo Tie 


Rome, July 25. 

British Film Producers Assn. has 
invited a delegation from the 
Italian picture business for a series 
of conferences to examine the pos- 
sibility of a closer collaboration 
between the film industries of the 
two countries. 

Those going to London from 
Rome are Eitel Monaco, president 
of Anica; Renato Gualino, head of 
| Lux Studios, and Roberto Dandi, 
‘independent producer. 








| and estimated to wind first week 


Move was prompted by a request “portrait of t 
last month by the Bonn govern- | ait of Clare 


| 


gave its tacit consent by declaring | (WB) in from Friday (28). 





! 


| 


at over $8,000. “Odette” (BL) fin- 


draft of the new law was presented ished its seventh round at $7,000. 


Warners (WB) (1,735; 45-$1.60)— 
(AB-Pathe), 
Did very poor $1,500 at the week- 
end after adverse press notices. 
Estimated to wind first week at 
$3,200. “Damned Don't Cry” 





Economy Key to Exit Of 
Swedish Full Features 


Stockholm, Aug. 1. 

Full-length features will no long- 
er be made by any of #s members 
after Jan. 1, Swedish Film Produc- 
ers Assn. declared Saturday (29). 
Organization said its decision was 
necessitated by rising -costs and 
heavy taxes. ‘ 

To fill the void left by the omis- 
sion of features, producers plan to 
concentrate upon shorts, newsreels 
and commercial pictures. Industry 


| here has been in difficult straits for 


the past two years. Most observers 
blame the high admission bite as 
the seat of the industry's trouble. 
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*Watch for the sensational 
. Boston and San Francisco openings! 
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“superb entertainment. Among the year’s best pictures "2 
—POST 


ee 7 Me 
Well worth making...well worth seeing ‘i 
—HERALD TRIBUNE 


ee & » 7 * - . 
Fine and arresting. Striking, affecting, rewarding es 
—TIMES 


s 


‘Ranks with the handful of extraordinary films that 
do credit to Hollywood TIME 


Sf movie to siel’’ ee Uy OY , A fine film!”” 
—SEVENTEEN ve as Pr —LIFE 


aa ® Be 
. < 


“Wonderful r f 
—LOOK 








STANLEY KRAMER’S 


MARLON BRAN DO TERESA WR IGHT or The Men’. Everett Sloane » Jack Webb » Richard Erdman - Virgina Farmer » Dorothy Tree » Moward St. Joke 


Produced by STANLEY KRAMER - Directed by FRED ZINNEMANN » Siory and Screenplay by CARL FOREMAN » Associate Producer GEORGE GLASS + Music Composed and Directed by DIMITRI TIOMKIN 
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Kiss Tomorrow Goodbye 
Hollywood, Aug. 1. 


Warners release of William Cagney pro- 
@uction. Stars James: Cagney; features 
rbara Payton, Helena Carter, Ward 
nd, Luther Adler, ‘Barton MacLane, 
eve Brodie, Rhys Williams, Herbert 
eyes, John Litel. Directed by Gordon 
uglas. Screenplay, Harry Brown, from 
orace McCoy’s “Kiss Tomorrow Good- 
ye’: camera, Peverell Marley; music, 
Carmen Dragon: editor, Truman Wo 
Walter Hannemann. Tradeshown July 
11, ’°50. Running time, 102 MINS. 
Iph Cotter James Cagney | 





ee ee 


BEGAY, .'... 5s bu pweabe ses Barbara Payton | 
Margaret Dobson,.....++.-- Helena Carter | 
Inspector Weber......+++-- Ward Bond | 
Mandon......ccccecccvers: Luther Adler | 
DE. ic ss tacoma sane ets Barton MacLane 


Steve Brodie 
Rhys Williams 
Herbert Heyes 


Jinx Raynor 
Vie Mason 


7) | ee » 
Suir “ 9 hb bap eecers John Litel | 
iain et Ca ae William Frawley | 

he SS eer Robert Karnes 
Ct: SROROR ... Fie 5520 00 Kenneth Tobey 
Dist. Attorney. ©........- Dan _ Riss 
Poe Green... ...-.seccecees Frank Reicher 
Sophatt si’. o's decsevcccvess John Halloran 





Returning James Cagney to the 
tough gangster character that orig- 
inally won him popularity, “Kiss 
Tomorrow Goodbye” shapes up as 
a strong boxoffice pic. 

Yarn opens with the trial of an 
assorted bunch of heavies and then 
quickly: segues into a flashback to 
tell how circumstances put them in 
the courtroom. Flashback kicks 
off with a jailbreak, and the pace) 
doesn't slow down as it takes Cag- 
ney through a series of murders, | 
robberies and romantic episodes as 
a cocky crook, handy with gun, 
fist and the ladies. | 

Character is tough, but Cagney 
gives it an occasional light touch. 
He starts displaying his wanton 
meanness immediately by ruthless- 
ly killing his jailbreak partner, 
beating the latter’s sister into ro- 
mantic submission and staging a 
daring daylight robbery of a mar- 
ket. When two crooked cops try 
to shake him down, Cagney frames 
them with a hidden recorder and 
then uses them to further his own 
criminal aims. It’s the ladies who 
prove to be his undoing and plot 
ends with Cagney sprawled dead, 
shot down by a jealous girlfriend. 

Cagney has two femme stars to 
court in the footage. Barbara Pay- 
ton impresses as the girl who first 
falls victim to his tough fascina- 
tion and then kills him when he 
tries to run off with Helena Car- 
ter. Latter is very good as a bored | 
rich girl attracted to Cagney. 

Ward Bond and Barton MacLane 
put over their crooked cop roles, 
and there’s a standout performance 
of a shyster lawyer by Luther Ad- | 
Jer. Among the other very capable | 

layers are Steve Brodie, Rhys) 
— Herbert Heyes and John 

uitel. 

Gordon Douglas’ direetion of the 
Harry Brown script has just the 
kind of punch behind it to put over 
the story. Script was based on/| 
Horace McCoy’s story of the same | 
title. William Cagney has given’ 
the production good casting and | 
technical support. Rating mention 
are the lensing by Peverell Marley, | 
the Carmen Dragon music score) 
and tight editing by Truman K.. 
Wood and Walter Hannemann. 

Brog. 


No Way Out | 
Hollywood, July 28. 

20th-Fox release of Darryl F. Zanuck | 
roduction. Stars Richard Widmark, 
sinda Darnell, Stephen McNally; features | 
Gidney Poitier, Mildred Joanne Smith, | 
arry Bellaver, Stanley Ridges, Dots 
Johnson. Directed by Joseph Mankie- | 
wicz. Written by Mankiewicz and Les- | 


in 








ser Samuels; camera, Milton Krasner; | 
editor, Barbara McLean; music, Alfred 
Newman. Tradeshown July 28, ’50. Run- 
ning time. 106 MINS, 
Ray Biddle..... 0.0; Richard Widmark 
> LS eee ec eee ee Linda Darnell 
4 WROrtel . 5 6526000052 Stephen McNally 
r. Luther Brooks....... idney Poitier | 
Of) ae -.... Mildred Joanne Smith | 
George Biddle........... Harry Bellaver 
| a ee eee Stanley Ridges 
BAY. oc cvsccetnceeeeeesen Dots Johnson 
Glayds.. .s+sseeeee. Amanda Randolph 
Mathew Tompkins......7.... Bill Walker 
SONS. 466s 500d bunueuwet Ress uby Dee 
OS SR Aa reer Ossie Davis 
OWL : 600.686000060046060001 Ken Christy 
BC. oc se seesedes Frank Richards 
WMUROY....-revsserssevccsp» xeorge Tyne 
Assistant Deputy........... Robe Adler 
OCRY . ... 2+ xn008tedencengee eee. Baeee 
peputy See Jim Toney 
uther’s Mother.....+.... Maude Simmons 
SOS WORULS . ns ic 00caeds venue Ray Teal 
Dr. CONC. 6 s26ccdssasiess Will Wright 
Orderlies. Harry Lauter, Harry Carter, 


Don Kohler,- Ray Hyke 





Coming as it does on the flag end 
of the market for social-document 
films. “No Way Out” will have to 
depend strongly on fullscale bal- 
lyhoo. In a number of top delux- 
ers. when its social theme is 
plugged to the hilt, good returns 
appear likely. For the general 
market, however, 
wordy, film with spotty prospects. 

Race riot hysteria is the ‘theme 


of the Joseph L. Mankiewicz-Lesser | 


Samuels original script. Story is 
told with words rather than the 
action required for pictures. There 
is one brief sequence of rioting, 


but that doesn’t come until after | 
60-odd minutes of dialog buildup. : 


Dialog burden makes for a slowly- 
developing, long 106 minutes. 
Story deals with the social prob- 
Jem of the Negro. 
<— without attempting to ana- | 
yvze or pose a cure-all for racial 
prejudice. Settings are a large | 
county hospital and the slum area 


|part of the Belgian Congo and a 
‘section of Uganda. 


it is a long,| 


It shows the | 


of a big city. On the staff of the 
hospital is a young Negro doctor, 
liked and respected for his ability 
by the other medicos, 

The racial question is forceably 
raised when two hoodlum brothers 
are brought into the prison ward. 
injured in a gunfight. The Negro 
doctor takes over and one of the 
brothers dies during examination. 
The narrow, warped mentality of 
the other brother, slum-bred with 
all the prejudices of such an en- 
vironment, charges the doctor with 
murder. He refuses to permit an 
autopsy that would prove the doc- 
tor right, and incites his gang of 
hoodlum friends to riot. Equally 
prejudiced, a group of Negroes, 
turn on the hoods. There is a} 
bloody battle that fills the hospital, | 
but the doctor walks out when the | 
mother of a white victim spits in 
his face. 

The Darryl Zanuck production 
is lensed with Tfow-key lighting to 
emphasize the melodrama as story | 
moves towards the climax that | 
finds the Negro doctor ambushed | 
at the home of a white friend, a | 
sequence that is set up too obvi-| 
ously in a preceding dialog scene | 
in which the brother overhears | 
plans of the Negro’s friend to be} 
away from home. True 





to his} 
medical code of ethics, the doctor, | 
although wounded, cares for his | 
would-be slayer until police and | 
medical aid arrive. E 
A series of strong performances 
support the melodramatic inten- 
tions of the script. Richard Wid- 
mark’s work as the vindictive 
brother is exaggerated just enough 
to emphasize the type of preju- 
diced mentality found among too 
large’ a portion of the country’s 
population. Linda Darnell reads | 
the part of a girl from the slum | 
very well. Stephen McNally, white | 
doctor whose professional esteem | 
for Sidney Poitier, the Negro | 
medico, helps the latter, does com- | 
pelling work. Poitier is splendid. 
Zanuck has cast the story ex- 
pertly, filling the large list of 
smaller parts with types that fit 
and deliver expertly. Among these | 
are Mildred Joanne Smith, Harry | 
Bellaver, Stanley Ridges, Dots | 
Johnson, Amanda Randolph, Ruby 
Dee, Bert Freed, Maude Simmons, | 
Ossie Davis and others, 
Technically, the production is 
given firstrate support, from Mil- 
ton Krasner’s lensing to Alfred 
Newman's music score. Brog. 





Jungle Stampede 
(DOCUMENTARY) 
Republic release of George Breakston 
and Yorke Coplen production. Directed 
by Breakston. Camera, Herman Schopp; 
editors, Philip Cahn and Sam Starr: nar- | 





ration, Ronald Davidson: special effects, | 

Howard and Theodore Lydecker. Trade- | 

shown N. Y., July 28, ‘50. Running 
time, 60 MINS. 

- } 

“Jungle Stampede” is good 


exploitational fare. A pictorial | 
account of an African expedition | 
led by producers George Break- 
ston a Yorke Coplen, it’s not 
suitable for deluxe bookings but 
will prove a satisfactory filler for 
twin-bills at secondary houses. 
Starting from Nairobi. in British 
East Africa, the, safari journeys 
around Lake Victoria, through 


Chief points 
of photographic interest are pyg- 
mies, flora and fauna of the wilds, 
and a tribal wedding ceremony. 
Closeups of lions attacking thei 
prey, hippos wallowing in their) 
waterholes and the loping flight | 
of giraffes are all familiar scenes. | 
‘However, an accompanying narra: | 
tion by Ronald Davidson make the 
scenes more significant. 
Some incidents such as an ex- 
pedition member's fall into a 
snage-infested pit as well as a! 
\leopard’s nocturnal attack on a 
‘camp worker are patently out of 
Hollywood's special-effects bag. 
|\But these sequences are well con- 
{rived and .most filmgoers will 
|Sraciously accept these bits of 
‘camera hocus-pocus. 
| High point of “Jungle Stam- 
'pede” is the native wedding. 
|Lensman Herman Schopp had a 
| veritable field day in recording 
|aboriginal dances along with 
‘earthy scenes which depict the 
pre-marital anointment of the par- 
tially unclad bride. Gilb. 


| Shot Billy the Kid 
Hollywood, July 28. 


| Lippert release of Don Barry pro- 
| duction. Stars Don Barry. Robert 
Lowery. Wally Vernon, Tom Neal; fea- 
tures Wendy Lee. Produced and directed 
| by William Berke: camera, Ernest Miller; 
| screenplay. Orville Hampton: editor, Carl 





Tr | 





| Pierson. Reviewed July 27, °50. 
ning time, 59 MINS. | 
DEEL © oF. 095s VU bale eo bs Sass 2 Don Barry 


Robert Lowery 


Byes baud Seenebiseh ene Wally Vernon | 
NT. 5 6545dd00 000068 nenee Tom Neal! 
PRMOOOOR. 00.0908 cnet decess .Wendy Lee} 
Wallace... vccccccccceces Claude Stroud 
a FE are John Morton 
PES 0-34.¥4 2 Obub Oe 0 t0Rta ss 
err ree oe Billy Kennedy | 
RITES See Archie Twitchell | 
_ 2a err Jack Perrin | 
Bere reece Richard Farmer | 
Mrs. McSween.......... Felice Richmond | 
Sheriff eV iseud Viearws Jack Geddes | 
| ee ee Tommy Monroe 


This story, as told through the 
eves of the man ¥ ho shot Billy the 


| ful churches and cathedrals. 


Miniature Reviews 


“Kiss Tomorrow Goodbye” 
(WB). James Cagney in one of 
his rough, tough gangster 
characters. B.o. prospects good. 

“No Way Out” (20th). 
Social - injustice melodrama 
dealing with race - riot hys- 
teria. Exploitation needed. 

“J Shot Billy the Kid” (Lip- 
pert). Adequate western-type 
story about tracking down of 
Billy the Kid. 

“Portrait of Clare” (AB-P), 
Slow-paced British-made do- 
mestic drama: 








Kid, is pretty fair stuff for most 
audiences, with some light touches 
of humor and with an adequate 
performance in the title role by 
Don Barry. Robert Lowery 1s ex- 
cellent as Pat Garrett, the sheriff 


who brought Billy’s career of mur- | 


der to an end. 

Tale is simply one of the hunt 
and final slaying of the killer, with 
some attempt made to show that 
Billy might have been able to go 


straight if he had been given a) 


chance. While this is scarcely jus- 
tified by the history of the lad who 
killed 22 men by the time he died 
at the ripe old age of 22, it sharp- 
ens up the story line and makes 
him a more interesting character. 
Plot deals also with Billy’s love 
for a pretty Mexican girl, ably 
portrayed by Wendy Lee. Humor 
is supplied in good measure by the 


antics of Wally Vernon, father of | 
Support is good all down | 


the girl. 
the line. 


Direction by William is 


Berke 


good for the type of picture, al- | 


though the action slows down at 
times. Berke also produced. Pho- 
tography by Ernest Miller is of the 


best, especially shots of horsemen | 


work is 


Dag. 


riding. Other technical 


very good. 


The Wooden Horse 
(BRITISH) 
London, July 25. 
British Lion release of London Films 
presentation of Wessex Film production. 
Stars Leo Genn: features Anthony Steel, 
David Tomlinson. Directed by Jack Lee. 
Screenplay, Eric Williams; camera, G. 
Pennington-Richards; editor, John Sea- 
bourne, Sr., Peter Seabourne; music, Clif- 
ton Parker. At Palace theatre, London, 


July 25, ’50. Running time, 101 MINS. 
OS err re ee ... Leo Genn 
ois eter dweawsswee? David Tomlinson 
CSRS ee ....Anthony Steel 
Bemmett....csccsccccygeesees David Greene 
TO Se « 0'« &6. 9 0 Burton 
| Senior British Officer Patrick Waddington 
Robbie ...........-..-»-Michael Goodliffe 
Pomfret. .ocnsvccccccstua Anthony Dawson 
PAs Brian Forbes 
DAVIE... ccccccscéivies ..Dan Cunningham 





A commendable degree of docu- | 


mentary fidelity has been estab- 
lished in this picturization of the 
escape of three prisoner 
from a German camp. The long 
and torturous period of prepara- 
tion is faithfully recaptured. In- 
evitably, treatment rules out a fast- 
moving production, and although 
this won’t harm it as a boxoffice 
attraction at home, it may have a 
limiting appeal when it eventually 
reaches thé U. S. 

To all intents and purposes, the 
film has an all-male cast. There 
are no subsidiary or romantic en- 
tanglements. Everything is con- 
centrated on the _ ingeniously 


ROME PILGRIMAGE FOR 
OOTH VIA DOCUMENTAR 


Twentieth-Fox has made its own 
pilgrimage to Rome to produce a 





devout and often-stirring cinematic | 


s of war! 


planned escape by _three officers 
from the air force camp. The 
theme gives capital opportunities 
for consistent suspense, which are 
maintained with sublety and in- 
genuity. Film was. lensed almost 
entirely on location, and the Ger- 
man and Danish settings have the 
stamp of realism. a 

' First half of: the pic is played 
within the: precincts of the barbed- 
wire camp. Yarn traces the ex- 
ploits of three officers who, after 
receiving approval from the camp’s 
“escape committee,” cover up their 
tunnel-digging by means of a vault- | 
ing horse. While the other occu- | 
pants are using the “horse” as a | 
; pretext for keeping fit, the trio 
|takes it in turn to burrow under- 
ground with the wooden horse as 
a shield. 

After months of arduous labor, 
the break from the camp is made, 
and the film then traces the ad- 
ventures.of two of the escapees 
from Germany, through Copen- | 
hagen into Sweden. The third pre- 
fers to be a lone hand, but they 
all meet again in Stockholm. 

Some of the best drama in the 
film comes after the prison break, 
|where the two ex-airmen, with | 
| forged papers, make for a port and 
| finally, with the aid of French) 
'forced-labor workers, board a boat | 
| for Copenhagen on their last drive | 
|for freedom. The subject _ is 
crammed full of exciting situations, | 
but is handled in a _ phlegmatic | 
manner. There are no individual | 
heroics and every ircident is un- 
| derplayed. 

Thesping standard is universal- | 
ly good all round. Leo Genn and | 
| Anthony Steel, with David Tom- | 
linson as the lone wolf, capably 
portray the three escapees. First 
two have the heavier parts, with | 
the third providing the necessary | 
lighter note. The characters in | 
the prison camp, the German of- | 
ficers, the friendly French and | 
| helpful Danes are played by a/| 
| oeeanet cast, prominént among 
| whom are David Greene, Peter 
Burton and. Patrick Waddington. 

Jack Lee’s direction is simple 
and straightforward, and he might | 
have made more of the escape had 
he occasionally shown the adven- 
tures of the third, instead of con- 
centrating entirely on the two prin- 
cipals. Eric Williams’ screenplay | 
from his own novel is a workman- 
like job, and G. Bennington-Rich- 
ard’s camera work is competent. 

Myro. 








Portrait of Clare 
(BRITISH) 
London, July 20. 
AB-Pathe release of ABPC picture. 


Stars Margaret Johnston, Richard Todd, 
Robin Bailey. Directed by Lance Com- 





fort. Screenplay, Leslie Landau, Adrian 
Alington; from Francis Brett Young 
story; camera, Gunther Krampf; editor, 
Clifford Boote; music, Leighton Lucas. 
At London, London, July 19, °50. Run- 
| Bing time, 100 MINS. 
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}. “Portrait of Claire” is a story 
/built primarily around one char- | 
(acter. The method is more suc- | 
cessful in the novel from which | 
| this has been taken, and its trans- | 
fer to celluloid is very nearly a) 
| static biographical study of a 
woman who eventually finds hap- | 
|piness after a tragic youth. As a} 
boxoffice proposition, it falls in| 
the dubious category and is a! 


| plausible 


L°*Homme Qui Revient 
De Loin 
(The Man Who Returns from Afar) 
(FRENCH) 
Paris, July 25. 


Cine-Selection release of Pierre Gerin 


production. Screenplay Louis Chavance. 
Stars Annabella, Maria Casares. Paul 
Bernard; features, Jacques’ Serviere, 
Henri Cremieux, Delmont. Directed by 
Jacques Castanier. Camera, Georges 
Million; editor, Borsoutzsky;: music, Yves 
Beaudrier. At Olympia, Paris. Running 
time, 90 NS. 7 
MRT” oc cccceeadéinesbedventen Annabella 
Marthe a.cccccccscccccces: Maria Casares 
JACQUES... ccrcccccvccccsesss: Paul Bernard 
BES ids se 0senneeeee Jacques Servi¢re 
St. Germiain..cccccccete: Henri Cremieux 
PLOSPETE ..cccccccccsevesessepen Deimont 


Film is aneattempt at a Gallic 
psycho thriller which does not 
come off. Stilted treatment, im- 
characters and tele- 
graphed plot put pic in hokum 
class. Name actors are wasted. 
There is some U. S. appeal in the 
name of Annabella. 

Goaded into hitting his cousin, 
a man thinks he has killed him. 
He hides him in a trunk in his 
cellar. Then. starts a series of 
strange visitations. The victim's 
ex-mistress gets spirit messages 
from. him, and the supposed as- 
sassin is goaded into attempted 
suicide. After some eerie hap- 
penings and a few offbeat compli- 
cations, all is resolved happily. 

Maria Casares, Annabella and 
Paul Bernard try vainly to make 
something out of their one-dimen- 
sional roles. Lensing is murky 
and editing static. Jacques Cas- 
tanier has directed at a slow pace 
and missed punching home a few 
good scenes, Yves Beaudrier has 
contributed an interesting musical 
background much too ominous for 
its visual accompaniment. Mosk. 


Arshin Takes a Wife 


(RUSSIAN) 
(Songs) 

Artkino release of Resa Takhmasiv and 
Nikolai Ileschenko production. Directed 
by I. Efendiev. Screenplay, S. A. Bit- 
Rakham; music and lyrics, Uzair Ghdjibe- 
kov; camera, Ali Sattar Atakishev and 
Mukhtar Dabashev. At Stanley theatre, 
N. Y., week of July 29, 50. Running time, 
100 MINS. 

MPOMIM 2 ci ctvedesccecevcceced L. Beibutov 
DOIMMSE cc cccceheeccecagen M. Kalantarly 
WEEE Sivcoesdecedeceovdvecs L. Abgulaye¥ 
Suleiman ..cwcesccccvcvse . I. Efendiev 
Sultan Bem .ccccccccceces A. Gusian-Jade 


Dievanshirov 
Mustafevava 
. Mekhraliey 


et eee eee ewe eee eeee 





(In Russian; English Titles) 

Even under normal world con- 
ditions this Soviet entry would 
probably draw _ slim . patronage. 
Film, following a light opera pat- 
tern, is an amateurish job, with 
most of the story told via songs 
that tend to become monotonous 
before the pic reaches the halfway 
mark. 

Film offers nothing of artistic 
merit and its appeal is limited 
Strictly to Russian-speaking audi- 
ences. Yarn revolves around a 
rich merchant who wants a wife 
but refuses to adhere to the an- 
cient ‘Oriental custom of being 
matched to a girl without seeing 
her first. Instead the merchant 
poses as a clothpeddler, which en- 
ables him to tour the city and also 
keep a weather eye open for a 
gal of his liking. Plan works, ith 
the merchant finally landing a 
charmer. Pic’s topper, however, is 
the windup when the merchant 
gets hitched along with his servant, 
best friend and aunt, who respec- 
tively marry his gal’s servant, 
cousin and widowed father. 

L. Beibutov as the merchant. L. 
Djevanshirov as the girl who wins 
his affection, A. Gusian-Jade as 
her father, I. Efendiev as the mer- 
chant’s best friend and M. Kalan- 


study of the tremendous converg-| doubtful starter for the American | tarly as the merchant’s aunt turn 


ing of Catholics on the Eternal 
City this year. Titled “Holy Year, 
1950,” this 42-minute documentary 
is appropriate for Church and 
Catholic club screenings as well as 
regular theatres located in strong- 
ly-Catholic nabes. Its almost com- 
pletely exclusive concern with 
Church ritual, processions and 
events of.Catholicism takes the 
film out of the category of general 
release. 


There is some effort towards giv-| 


ing “Holy Year” more general ap- 
peal by some striking shots o 
Rome’s buildings, monuments and 
squares as Well as the superb art 
housed in the city’s many beauti- 
Non- 
Catholic audiences, however, are 
likely to become restive with ef- 
| fect of repetition lent by generous 
| footage devoted to processions and 
|ritual. From time-to-time, skill in 


Run-, photography is driven across by. 


/superb shots of pilgrims from all 
castes and climes in appealing at- 
titudes of piety. 

Pic is produced by Edmund 
Reek, head of 20th’s newsreel unit, 


Henry Marco and directed by Anthony Muto, | life 


company’s Washington office chief. 
“xcellent narration is handled by 
Father Robert I. Gannon, former 


market. 
For 100 minutes, the film un-| 
‘spools in leisurely style and at no! 
The | 


} 
| 


Stage does the tempo rise. 
snail-like pace with which the plot | 


unfolds induces an air of! 
monotony. : 
Francis Brett Young's story, 


itold in flashback form, describes 
the experiences of Clare (Margaret 
Johnston), whose husband dies 
shortly before their first child is | 
born. For 10 years she lives a. 
lonely life centered around her 
‘young son (Jeremy Spenser) and 
eventually marries without love 
|a local Jawyer, played by Robin 
Bailey. That marriage ends in 
failure, but she later finds happi- | 
ness with his cousin’ Richard | 
| Todd. 


Miss Johnston, whose perform- 
;ance as Clare dominates the plot, ' 
is an accomplished actress worthy | 
of much better material. Her 
jgenuine sincerity and pleasing 
| style show up nicely. Todd is most 
inadequately served in what is, to 
all intents and purposes, a minor 
‘role. Young Spenser infuses some 
fe into the film and plays the 
|kid part-in an impish, unprecoci- | 
‘ous manner. Ronald Howard and | 
Bailey are adequate as the first) 








in average portrayals. L. Abgu- 
layev as the merchant's servant 
lends some comedy relief. Singing 
is handled capably by all con- 
cerned. Efendiev, who also di- 
rected the work, could iiave cut 
ic down from its present over- 
ong running time of 100 minutes. 
! Gros. 


EL Stays Clear 


Continued from page 5 





technicians. Schwartz will supply 
his own men while EL’s added nut 


|is only in the hiring of one or 


more additional guards. EL will 
rent to others on similar terms, if 
it can. 

MacMillen insists that there is 
very little relationship bétween the 
company’s ownership of a studio 
and its possible production plans in 
the future. “Neither will dictate 
the other so far as policy is con- 
cerned,” he said. “If we were to 
be offered the right price, we 
would sell the lot. Even if we do 
not own a studio, we could still 
produce elsewhere.” 

“Our company is going to avoid 


prez of Fordham University, whose | and second husbands. and one of the errors of the past,” he declared. 


diction is clear and simple. Back- 


' ground hymns of the Sistine Choir 


add to the devotional tenor of the 
pic. 


— _——e oe 


‘the best 
comes from 
overpowerin 


acting performances | 
Mary Clare as Clare’s | 
g first mother-in-law. | 

Myro. 


“It is foolish to make pictures just 
because you have a. studio which 
is costing money. All you do is 
multiply your losses.” 
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This Is The Film 
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ALL OVER 
THE COUNTRY 
COMES THE 
ACCLAIM: 


ure of the 


“Picture of the Month—one of Silver Screen 


Hollywood's best.” — Redbook 


“Fine, fascinating picture.” 
—Good Housekeeping’ 


“Will live as long as there is a Holly-; 
wood.” —Los Angeles Herald 3 Express 


“Has the impact of a ‘Lost Week- “One of thebest pictures ever made.” 
ona” sis oieeee” Milas — Youngstown, Ohio, Vindicator 


— Pn “Creating a furor.” —Washington Star 


— Newsweek 
onal-thing on 
— Family Circle 


er Rocky Mountain. News 


“Highly unique.” 
“Never heard such raves.” 


“At Academy Award time, Swanson 
— Morning Telegraph 


should be among top contenders.” 





— Coronet “Unusual film.” —N. Y. Times 
WILLIAM HOLDEN ' GLORIA SWANSON ERICH VON STROHEIM 


with NANCY OLSON « FRED CLARK * LLOYD GOUGH * JACK WEBB ° and CECIL B. DeMILLE * HEDDA HOPPER * BUSTER KEATON 
ANNA Q. NILSSON * H.B.WARNER * FRANKLYN FARNUM © Produced by CHARLES BRACKETT © Directed by BILLY WILDER 
Written by Charles Brackett, Billy Wilder and D. M. Marshman, Jr. 
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Dallas Territory Drive-Ins Soaring 


To New Peak: Other Theatre Briefs «2! wort om me const, wen 


day (Tuesday). If everything is as_ 





Dallas, Aug. 1. * 


Ranking third in point of drive- | 
in theatres last month, the Dallas | Payoff for Hughes 
Shrewdness of Howard 


exchange area pushed further up- 

ward during August. Some nine Hughes’ deal for the purchase 

ozoners with a total car capacity | of RKO two years ago is com- 

of around 4,000 =, a ing to full light currently with 

opemeg in this territory, a2 7 sale of his interest in the the- 
atre end of the company. He 


more are_ being readied for an 
paid approximately $9,000,000 


early unveiling. Local sector, | 

boasting 205 fresh-airers as of | ; 
for the stock and is now about 
to sell the theatre chain alone 


July 15, is eclipsed only by the| 
Charlotte afd Atlanta areas. ! he 
Biggest of the outdoor theatres for around $7,000,000. At the 
to open recently is the Seymour same time, he has an offer of 
Road Drive-In, at Wichita Falls, better than $3,000,000 for his 
which Charles Weisenburg is oper-| production-distribution inter- 
ating. Spot has space-for 650 cars est. 
An added aspect of the the- 
atre sale is that the plan of re- 


ylus 250 chairs for walk-in patrons. | 

jowever, Charles K. Keith, who | 

purchased a 30-acre site at Forest organization of RKO filed with 
the New York federal court 

pursuant to an anti-trust de- 


Park, will likely carry off size 

laurels there on a soon-to-be-con- 

structed 1,000 to 1,500-car drive-in. cree signed by ‘Hughes calls 
forthe theatre company to 
give $10,000,000 to the produc- 


New ozoners have also preemed 
in Dallas, Anson, Paris, Taylor. 

tion-distribution firm prior to 
divorcement. Since Hughes 


Hearne and Eastland. Construction 

on others is already in progress or 

due to start shortly at Corpus ; 
owns 24% of the approximate- 
ly 4,000,000 shares of RKO 

stock outstanding, his equity 


Christi, Brady, and San Antonio. 
Opening of Charles Tigner’s drive- 

in the $10,000,000 gratuity is | 
$2,400,000. 


‘ 





in at Conroe has been delayed be- |} 
cause of a projection room fire. 
Damage is estimated at $12,000. 
Plans already have been drawn} 
for a new fireproof booth. 








Bargain Nights Paying Off 
Ledgewood, N. J. 
Garden Auto-Torium, drive-in at 
Ledgewood, N. J., operated* by | 
W. P. “Bill” Smith, running fam- | 


Action Vs. Hughes 
ily bargain night on Tuesdays, | 


) | . On RKO Chain Sale 
when a carful of people are ad-| 


mitted for $1 plus 20c. tax. The When Floyd B. Odlum, Atlas | 
idea has caught on, since many| Corp. chief, returns from Europe 
summer camps are situated in the | next week he will go into huddles | 
Lake Hopatcong region near the! with his attorneys to determine | 
ozoner and in order to beat the gate’ whether to take legal action on the | 
camp directors are packing as) sale of the RKO circuit to a syndi- 
many as 20 juves in station wagons | cate headed by Harry Brandt. Od- | 
and trucks. That’s about 6c. a head, | }ym contends that he still holds an 
but the kids who save on the gate | option to meet the price of any | 
one gg oe ge 3 og , SULSRNNRE SF bidder for the controlling interest | 
20p corn, gs, lce cre , ‘ . 4 ' 
cold drinks. Smith operates own | of Howard gr sag te rw es, | 
refreshment stand and therefore ager 7 Pheer yd serge bid 
gets coin both ways Tuesday night. | made by the Stanley Meyer-Matty 
Ontario Bldg. Booms Fox-Cliff Work trio last year. 
Toronto. Close associates of Odlum say it 
While Ontario grosses may be is unlikely that the Atlas topper 
off somewhat, nevertheless theatre | would pick up the option at the 
construction, both conventional and | $7,000,000 price tag which Brandt 
drive-ins, is booming in the prov-| reportedly will pay if his acquisi- | 
ince. Annual report of the Dept.' tion of the Hughes interest is | 
of Motion Picture Censorship & | closed this week. However, one in- 
Theatre, Inspection, of the, JPro"| teresting point arises if ‘Hughes 
year hduses and eight outdoor the- | fails to follow the timetable pro- 
atres were unveiled in the 12-, Viding for*notice to Odlum of a) 
month period ending March 31. | forthcoming sale." Odlum could | 
¢ then offer to buy out Hughes at | 


Report pointed out that 11 0 : ; 4 
the new standard houses replaced | $4:500,000, price set in the option, | 


outmoded theatres to bring about , 4nd sue Hughes if the RKO own-) 
a total of 516 outlets which screen | er refused to comply. Legally, 
35m film exclusively. Drive-ins | this would be the penalty imposed | 
throughout Canada have set a peak under the terms of the option it- | 
of 53 operations. Some 22 of the! self for a failure by Hughes to rec- 
ozoners already have opened this | ognize Odlum’s right to meet the 
year and three more are due to) price. 


preem in the near future. | Suecess of any suit started by 
Odlum must, of course, hénge on | 
| his contention that the option still | 
'stands. As for Brandt, he is in- | 


demnified by Hughes on any pos-_ 
| 


Odlum Eyes Legal 








Fights Drive-In Ban 
Greenfield, Ind. 

Jacob Smiler filed suit to fight 
the recent action of the Hancock |! -. a . ; 
County Zoning Board, denying his | Sible claim by Odlum or others. 
application to erect a $100,000) 
drive-in on U. S. 40..east of Cum- | 
berland, Ind. Residents of the 
area objected to the proposed 
theatre, and both the zoning and Conte 2 
appeals board turned Smiler down. | * ontinued from page 4 Sem | 

















Warners’ Net | 














In holding to last year’s neuse, | 





New Owners 


Continued from pase 3} ja 





anticipated, inking will take place 
tomorrow. 
$7,000,000 for 24% .. 


Deal will give Hughes something 
over $7,000,000 for his 24% stock 
interest in the chain. Included are 
interests in 150 houses. Of these, 
the circuit can definitely continue 
to hold 88. Another 20 or so will 
have to be divested under the anti- 
trust decree signed by Hughes with 
the court. 

In addition, a dozen houses of 
the Trenton-New Brunswick cir- 
cuit, in which RKO and Walter 
Reade are evenly partnered, are 
in litigation. Court last week 
threatened to “take appropriate 
measures” unless dissolution of the 
partnership is accomplished in 15 
days. Brandt is expected to take 
a hand in the negotiations if his 
deal goes through and, it under- 
stood, will permit Reade to buy out 
the RKO interest. 

RKO likewise holds a 20% in- 
terest in Metropolitan Playhouses, 
N. Y., headed by George Skouras. 
In that case, too, Brandt aims to 
sell the interest to Skouras for the 
purpose of making his new chain 
a compact unit, of which he'll have 
full control. For the same reason, 
a splinter interest which RKO 
holds in a Canadian chain will be 
sold if a proper deal can be made. 

Added to the RKO chain will be 
14 houses now owned by Trans- 
Lux. Brandt himself also has an 
interest in more than 100 theatres 
in the New York area. These, his 
spokesman stated, wil! not be im- 


| mediately affected by the RKO 


sale. However, when it is deter- 
mined how they will fit in with the 
RKO houses, the Brandt chain will 
be “partially or substantially” 
melded into the new Trans-Lux 
setup. 
Bond Issue 

The deal will be financed via a 
bond issue to be floated by Kuhn, 
Loeb & Co., N. Y. The exact 
amount that the Brandt syndicate 


will pay is determined by the five-— 


year earnings (1946 to 1950, inclu- 
sive) of each of the houses. Ac- 
countants have figured out the pro- 
portion of each theatre’s net for 
the period that belongs to RKO 
(varying with the percentage of its 
interest in the particular house). 
These figures are all added up, and 
then the syndicate pays 24% of the 
total, repping Hughes’ stock inter- 
est. The final figure has not been 
totaled up yet, but it is understood 
it will be between $6,000,000 and 
$7,680,000, most likely near the 
latter. 

Following completion of the 
Hughes portion of the deal, other 
stockholders will be given the op- 
tion of selling their theatre shares 
to Trans-Lux at the same price as 
Hughes—something over $7 per 
share. These payments will be 


made out of the Kuhn, Loeb bond. 


issue, size of which will hinge on 
how many RKO stockholders want 
to sell and how many want to ride 
with the new company. 

Mechanics of the changeover, 


| since there are no separate theatre 


shares now, call for the issuance of 
certificates to RKO parent com- 
pany stockholders. They then 
either sell these certificates to the 
Brandt group, which trades them 
in for stock when the new theatre 


|company is set up next Jan. 1, or 
‘hold on to them and trade them 


in for stock themselves. Each 


‘ability of the companies to resist | 
F rt Li it dwindling b.o. returns. 

Pp | Warners racked up the identical | stockholder will also get shares in 

Continued from page 5 Samm | per-share equivalent earnings. In the RKO production-distribution 

remit to the U. S. a certain num-| ©3¢h year, nine-month total is $1 company equal to the number he 








ber of dollars at the official rate 
if an equivalent amount is loaned 
to Italian producers. 


Americans have signified their 


per share on outstanding common. | 
During the present year, WB put | 
|aside $4,500,000 for federal taxes 
and $600,000 on contingent liabili- 
| ties against $4,900,000 in °49. 





willingness to this provided that | , 
they are permitted to make the | Earned surplus during the period | 
loans to a Rome bank of their own | Climbed to $57,718,163 aiter pay- 
choice, which would then make|™ent of $5,471,250 in dividends. | 
loans to producers, and that the | Cash holdings are at $21,429,112 
bank would give them a guarantee | 2d Government bonds add another 
of dollars back when the loans ma- | $6,327,760. Meanwhile, longterm 
ture. That would probably be in Obligations which just after the 
three years. | war approximated $30,000,000 have 
Additional earnings beyond that Sut caetiieedior Akan dines a | 
which is freed and the equivalent. nd og 
amount loaned to the bank would | $25,000,000. Of this sum, $9,475,914 
be avaiiable for “compensation | !S the estimated value of pix in re- 
deals,” under the American plan, | lease after” amortization. Com- 
These are trades of lire for goods | Pleted and unreleased films are 
or services for whieh the Yanks | Valued at $7,231,327, and pix be- | 
can, in turn, get dollars in the U. S.| fore the cameras cost $8,176,124.- | 
or other countries. ‘“Compensa- Total costs and expenses for the | 
tion deals” would be made-at only | nine-month operating period 
a very slight discount from the of:| amount to $88,387,158. Operating | 
ficial rate, under the plan for and general expenses make up | 
which the MPAA has not yet been | $51,255,917 of this figure and amor- | 
able to win government okay. tization of pix costs, $29,132,219. | 
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now holds in the parent company.” 








| Hughes Offer | 


Continued from page 3 








He later became assistant general 


|counsel of Keith-Albee-Orpheum. 
After formation of RKO in 1928, | 
he became counsel for the picture | 
company. He resigned in 1930 to) 


go into private practice with Mau- 
rice Goodman, former’ general 
counsel for RKO. He is current- 
iy practicing in New York. 


Hughes is under obligation of 
an anti-trust decree to sell his 24% | 


interest in the RKO theatre chain 


by the end of this year. He is per- | 


mitted to retain a similar interest 
in the production-distribution com- 


pany, however. There have been) 


a number of previous offers for 
purchase of the latter, but Green's 


is said to be the first which Hughes | 


a taken under serious considera- 
jon. 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


An unusual for any community event—and certainly for Hollywood— 
was the tribute paid Louis Sobol and his bride, Peggy Strohl, herself a 
Broadway p.a. The who’s who turnout at Chasen’s for the stag: the 
Betty Hutton candlelight-dinner-dance at the swank Bevhills Hotel's 
Crystal Room two nights later; and finally the wedding breakfast en- 
tourage to the Santa Barbara Biltmore the next day (Friday, July 28) 
kept the Sobols in a whirl. The genuine affection by the film commu- 
nity to the N. Y. Journal-American’s syndicated (Hearst) €olumnist was 
vividly manifested by a top turnout, hostessed by Miss Hutton. George 
Jessel, who emceed, Bob Hope, Milton Berle, Danny Kaye, Dinah 
Shore, et al., did an impromptu show. ; 


} 





A system to combat the inroads of television on the picture industry 
through use of home pictures shown on a new “visual phonograph” was 
proposed last week by a New York industrial designer. Film distrib 
would manufacture and distribute the new home projector, while ex- 
hibitors would retail the set and rent and sell reduced films for home 
use, according to the plan. ; 

The engineer, Russell R. Kelley, has designed a “visual phonograph,” 
a self-contained projector using 10-inch wide plural image film and a 
synchronized phonograph attachment playing plastic-coated cardboard 
records. The projector looks like a television set and uses 12m film. 

Kelley, who estimates his system would double the gross of a film 
would have exhibitors rent and sell the reduced films to the public 
after they have played off theatrically. 

Kelley, who claims to have designed the first industrial “16m self- 
contained projector, estimates that at the present price of raw stock 
and costs of printing plural image film, exhibitors could sell a 75-minute 
feature film for $7.50 or rent it for 24 hours for $1.50. 





_Cocking an eye to the future in view of the Korean war. some ex- 
hibitors are ordering new equipment, fresh carpeting and making essen- 
tial repairs to their facilities, a check of theatre supply companies 
shows. Upbeat in refurbishing is pointed up by a suggestion of Inde- 
pendent Exhibitors of Boston, an Allied affiliate, that theatremen 
protect their interests. . 

“The last war and its problems,” states the organization’s current 
bulletin, “should be remembered sufficiently so that some of ‘ae mis- 
takes we made last time Should not repeat themselves. We should 
make careful checks on machinery, buildings, appointments, furnish- 
ings and plan on replacements, where needed, while materials are still 
plentiful.” 

Group’s bulletin points out that it isn’t urging exhibs to “unneces- 
sarily go about buying supplies” that would tend to bring about arti- 
ficial shortages. However, it adds that “we do believe ‘a stitch in 
time saves nine’.” 





Metro studioites have been surprised at the strength of the public's 
sympathetic reaction to the highly publicized troubles recently experi- 
enced by Judy Garland, company’s suspended star. Recent sneak pre- 
view on the Coast of “Summer Stock,” Technicolor musical in which 
Miss Garland heads the bill, brought on a raft of cards from the audi- 
ence in which unsolicited commisseration with the star’s lot was ex- 
pressed. Understood a number of the cards noted that-the actress 
had added avoirdupois but qualified that observation with the sentiment 
“we'd rather have her fat than not at all.” . Actress’ troubles started 
when the studio ordered her to take off weight. 





Hollywood’s morals get a going-over in the September issue of Mod- 
ern Sereen, which hits the stands Aug. 8. Fan mag devotes 25 pages to 
a ‘‘morals section,” highlighted by an overall piece tagged “How Sinful 
Are Movie Stars?”. Written by Lloyd Shearer, the main varn is said 
to be based upon material gathered over the past three months by a 
trio of researchers. Mag anticipates great interest in the section and 
has hiked its press run by 50,000 copies. 





Reports that many newcomers have moved into the drive-in field were 
confirmed last week by Oscar Lightstone, who heads S.O.S. Cinema 
Supply’s outdoor theatre division. Neophytes in fresh airers serviced 
by S.O.S., he said, are a complex group who originally were tobacco 
farmers, poultry raisers, plumbers, liquor dealers, hote! ‘keepers potato 
farmers, bowling alley operators, cattle ranchers and fur trappers. 





Columbia had lined up 30 newspaper correspondents for a junket to 
the Guided Missile” location at Point Mugu, where the Navy tests iis 
guided missiles. That was before trouble flared in Korea. Last week 
ene Nong told Coltahis that the scribes could visit the station but would 
xe kept in restricted areas and prevented from interviewi icer 
So the junket was called off. i ak ae 





In a pitch toward improving its goodwill among the i i - 
dustry Information Committee of the American gE menghe te 
recently completed a 28-minute documentary based upon the impact oil 
has on the American people's everyday life. Labeled “24 Hours of 
Progress,” the film was produced by Louis de Rochemont with a narra- 
tion by Ralph Bellamy. Pic will be distributed as of Sept.-1. 





Lippert Pictures, distributing a batch of.old Hopalo ; i ater 
is reaping good results from merchandising shame nr ~My 
Promotion and exploitation deals, according to Lippert general sales 
manager Arthur Greenblatt, have been tried at various locations for 
about 60 days and have “definitely whetted b.o. interest.” 


Blumberg Heartened by Upturn 
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LT se eo 
asserted. “When we started with and peo 

et ple generally ar s 
British films, there were only 70 the world over. “They vo Bg 
theatres of this type. Now we es- same likes and the same dislikes. 











timate 850 of these houses in the It does not follow that a story can 


country. Before another year, 
there may be 1,500-2,000 of them. 
These theatres bring in an audi- 
ence that does not usually go to 
the movies.” 

Blumberg noted that U recently 
day-and-dated “A Run for Your 
Money,” Rank-made pic, in 12 New 
York arties. “One day we may 


and-date.” 


topper conducted 37 meetings of 
distrib personnel and exhibs. He 
toured provincial England and 
| Scotland, holding nine conclaves in 
| General Film Delivery offices and 
nine in Eros offices. GFD and 
|Eros both handle his company’s 
product. 


has carried back with him from 
this first trip abroad is that exhibs 


see 50 of them playing a film day- 


In his five weeks overseas. U's! 


One conviction which Blumberg | 


be good domestically and not for- 
lata It just does not add 

Both Blumberg and Al Daff, U's 
foreign chief, who sat in on the in- 
terview, have a feeling that the 
dollar situation may ease because 
of the war crisis. Daff pointed out 
that the U. S. is stockpiling mate- 


rials and increasing its purchases 
abroad, 


Daff thumbnailed the Far East 
Status of the film companies. Con- 
panies are getting all their money 
out of Formosa, Hong Kong, Ma- 
laya, India and Siam. In the 
Philippines, 70% dollar remit- 
tances can be made. Indonesian 
remittances come to $450,000 year- 
ly for the industry. 

Blumberg goes to the Coast at 
the end of the month for an in- 
determinate period, 


——————— 


_rren 
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First,“Cinderella’; then''Treasure Tiland”, 


and now,“‘Beaver Valley’’— 








“Novelties of this kind are the 
kind of tonic the boxoffice 


needs,” —_ Hollywood Reporter 


“Thirty-two minutes of Tech- 
nicolor wonderment.” 


— Daily Variety 


“Delightful, refreshing enter- 
tainment. The audience should 
greet it with avid delight. 
There should be more like it.” 


— Film Daily 


“The legion of fans 
who fondly remember 
‘Seal Island’ will be 
eager to see it... As 
a companion piece 


THE SENSATIONAL 
TICKET-SELLING 
SHORT FEATURE! 


to a feature, will adda 
great deaf of class.” 
— Boxoffice 


“Beautifully told in color, 
sound and music, and with a 
good dramatic pattern, this 
short feature should command. 
attention.” — Variety 


“The photography of wild life 
has probably never been 


equalled --- —M. P. Herald. 


‘“‘An unusual, and, in many 


ways, an extraordinary subject 
and a notable follow-up of 


‘Seal Island’.” — M, P. Daily 


“A spectacular collection of 
animal shots in natural habitat 
.-. Should prove a great hit.” 


Running Time, 
32 Minutes 











— The Exhibitor, 
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Picture Grosses 
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‘Our Own’ Cops Top — 
Coin in Denver, 196 


Denver, Aug. 1. 
“Our Very Own” is easily cop- 
ping top money this week, and will | 
hold over. “Annie Get Your Gun” | 
goes into a fifth week at the Broad- | 


KANSAS CITY 


(Continued from page 10) 


“Tight Little Island” (U) (7th wk). | 
In its regular niche, $1,800. Last 
week, same. | 
Midland (Loew's) (3,500; 45-65) 
—‘“3 Little Words” (M-G) and “Be- 
ware of Blondie” (Col). Tuneful at 
boxoffice from first, and looks to 


- 


draw smash $22,000, and holdover. “#Y- : 
Last week, “Rogues of Sherwood Estimates for This bs tye 
Forest” (Col) and “David Harding, Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74)-— | 
Counterspy” (Col) average $12,000. “Spy Hunt” (U) and “Music in 
ae : RKO) (2.650: 45-65)— Moonlight” (Rep), day-date with 
eee : OPT). Tabor. Nice $3,000. Last week, 


“Jackie Robinson Story” (EL) and 
“Armored Car Robbery” (RKO). 
Topping average at $11,000. Last 
week, “Fortunes of Captain Blood” 
(Col) and “Kill the Umpire” (Col), 


“Winchester 73” (U) and “One Way 
Street” (U), big $5,000. 

Broadway (Wolfberg) (1,500; 35- 
74)—"‘Annie Get Your Gun” (M-G) 


same (4th wk). Fine $8,000 and hold- 
Paramount (United Par) (1,900; | '"®- wa pone ~_ _— — 

45-65)—"‘Flame and Arrow” (WB) Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-74) 
with Burt Lancaster in personal , -~ Furies vated — Re a $8,- 
appearance Friday evening. Nice 500. Last wees, 1g $15,000. ; 

$12,000. Last week, “50 Years Be- Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74)— 
fore Your Eyes” (WB) and “Great “Abbott and Costello in Foreign 
Jewel Robber” (WB) $11,000,, Legion” (U), day-date with Web- 
pleasing. ber. Fair $12,000. Last week, 


“Winchester ’73” (U) and “One Way 
Street” (U), big $22,000. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 


Tower - Uptown - Fairway ‘Fox 
Midwest) (2,100, 2,043, 700; 45-65) 


caotinere the Sidewalks, Ends’ ur very Own (RKO) and Fed. 
week. Abbott and Costello “In ¢Tal Man” (EL). Big $19,000 and 
he Foreign Legion” (U), good holding. Last week, “Duchess of 
$15,000 ‘ ' Idaho” (M-G) and “Masked Raid- 


ers” (RKO), poor $8,000 (2d wk). 
Tabor (Fox) (1,967; 35-74)—“Spy 

Hunt” (U) and ‘Music in Moon- 

light” (Rep), day-date with Alad- 





‘Treasure’ 17'14G, Prov.; 


‘Sidewalk’ Healthy 15G dfh. Nice $3,500. Last week, re- 
issues. 

Providence, Aug. 1. Vogue (Pike) (600; 60-74)—*Ti- 

Disney's “Treasure Island” is tan” (UA) (2d wk). Fine $3,000. 


Last week, big $3,500. 

Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)—“Ab- 
bott and Costello in Foreign Le- 
gion” (U), day-date with Denver. 
Fair $1,700. Last week, “Win- 
chester” (U) and “One Way Street” | 
(U), big $3,500. | 


helping RKO Albee Iead the main 
stemmers hereabouts. Majestic’s 
“Where the Sidewalk Ends” is 
fairly close, with other stands 
looking just fair. Weather is humid 
and uncomfortable. 


Estimates for This Week 





Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65) — . . 
“Treasure Island” ‘RKO) and Montreal Average; 
“Beaver Valley” (RKO). Earlier ‘Frontiersman’ OK 11G 


morning openings helping to very 
fast $17,500. Last week “Woman. 
on Pier 12” (RKO) and “Fighting 
Stallion” (RKO), so-so $9,800. 
Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65) — 
“Where Sidewalk Ends” (20th) and 
“Rock Island Trail” (Rep). Healthy 


Montreal, Aug. 1. 
Returns in most deluxers are 
just average. Metro’s “Duchess of 
Idaho” at Loew’s continues to ride 
high, and “Night and City” at the 
Capitol is staying for a hefty sec- 
ond. 


$15,000. Last week “Flame and 1 . : 

Arrew” (WB) and “Trial Without Estimates Oe ae ee 9) 

Jury” (Rep), snappy $17,000. Palace — (C.T.) 2,625; 34-60)— 
: “Happy Years” (M-G). So-so $8,- 


Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 000. Last week, “Lucasta” (Col), 


65) — “Curtain Call At Cactus fair $10,000 

Creek” (UI) and “Kill Or Be“ Gapitel (C. T.) (2,412; 34-60)— 
Killed” (EL). Meek $5,600. Last “Night and City” (20th) 2d wk). 
week “Cariboo Trail” (20th) and, g. : 


Fair $9,000 after okay opener of | 


“Sideshow” (Mono), good $7,500. $14,500. 


State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65) — Princess (C. T.) (2,131; 34-60)— 
“Crisis’ (M-G) and “On Isle of “Frontiersman” (WB). Okay $11,- | 
Samoa” (Col). Fair $11,000. Last 000. Last week, “Captain Blood” 
week “Duchess of Idaho” ‘(M-G) (Col), so-so $10,000. 

(2d wk), good $11,000. | Leew’s (C. T.) (2,855; 40-65)— 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44- 

65) — “Going My Way” (Par) 


first week of $21,000. 


(reissue). Opened Monday (31). 
: fr f Imperial (C. T.) (1,839: 34-60)— 


Last week “711 Ocean Drive” (Col), |" 
fair $8.500. 


PITTSBURGH 


‘Continued from page 10) 


$8,000, only so-so. Last week 
“Duchess of Idaho” (M-G) sizzling 
$19,000 in its first full week and 
grabbed off another $3,500 in two 
extra days. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 35-80) — 
“Flame and Arrow” (WB). B. o. | 
notices, together with an assist 
from Burt Lancaster on p.a. here 
short time ago, pushing this one 
into top money. Heading for bub- 
bly $18,000, best here in months, 
and may hold. Last week “Treas- 
ure Island” (RKO) a big disap- 
pointment at $9,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 45-80) — 
“No Man of Her Own” (Par). Had 
a good opening weekend, which | 
will be enough to insure at least 
$8,000, pretty healthy here. Last 
week “Rocketship X-M” (Lippert) 
not bad either at better than 
$6,000. 


“Golden Twenties” (RKO). 
$9,000. Last week, 
,°73” (UT) and “Armored Car” (UT) 
(2d wk), steady $7,000. 

| Orpheum (C. T.) (1,040; 34-60)— 
“Guilty of Treason” (EL) and 





Trail” and “File 649” (UA) (2d wk), 
$4,000. 





SEATTLE 


(Continued from page 11) 
(Par) and. “Iron Crown” (Indie), 
so-so $5,300. 

Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,349; 
59-84) — “Where Sidewalk Ends”’ 
(20th) and “Isle of Samoa” (Col). 
_Expect $7,500. Slow $7,000 last 
week in 10 days for “In Lonely 
Place” (Col) and “Hi-jacked” (Lip). 

Liberty (Hamrick) (1,650; 59-84) 
—‘‘Duchess of Idaho” (M-G) and 
“House by River” (Rep) (2d wk). 
Big $9,500. after very big $12,- 
600 last week. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (850; 59- 
84)—“‘Winslow Boy” (ELC). Paced 
+ oor ol Last =e. ee 

Thief’ (Singelow) ( wk), mil 
BOSTON $2,900. 

‘Continued from page 11) . Music Pa ny (2,200; 59- 
and “Music in Moonlight” (Indie). 84)—‘‘Annie Get Gun” (M-G) and 
Disappointing $12,000. Last week, ‘©Mystery St.” (M-G) (3d wk). Looks 
“Happy Years” (MG) and “The to meat $9,500 after sock $11,800 





Avenger” (Rep) bleak $9,500 for ast week. 
six days. r ° | Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,600: 59-| 


and “50 Years Before Your Eyes’ 
(WB). Expect bad $5,000. Last 
week, “Winchester ’73” (U) (2d wk) 
nice $7,300. 
ot ed a (1,350; 40-52- 
( : v \—“Night and City” (20th) (2d 
“50 Years Before Eyes (WB). run), plus prio = featuring 
Slim’ $9,000. Last week, “Return pheauty contest. Fair $6,500. Last 
of Frontiersman” (WB) and “This week, okay $7,800 for “Capt. 
Side of Law” (WB) poor $8,500. Blood” (Col) (2d run) plus- stage. 
State ‘Loew) (3,500; 40-85) Paramount (Evergreen) (3,039: 
“Duchess of Idaho” (MG). Not bad 59-84)—‘Furies” (Par) and “Lost 
7,500 for 2d week. Oke $11,500 Volcano” (Mono) (2d wk). Likely 
r Ist. fair $5,000. Last week, good $8,300. 


“Duchess of Idaho” (MG). Slipped 
to $13,500 for 2d stanza. ‘Bright | 
$21,000 for Ist. 

Paramount (NET) (1,700; 40-85) 
Great Jewel Robber” (WB) 


| the exhibit of 50 years in 


_of its showmanship drive. 


50 Years of Film Ads 


In 20th-Fox Exhibit 


Twentieth-Fox ad-publicity de- 
partment this week is pointing to 
m ad- 
vertising it is promoting at the As- 
sociated American Artists Gal- 
leries, N. Y., as another example 
Exhibit, 
scheduled for Aug. 11-18, displays 
newspaper ads and posters dating 
back to 1895 and culminates in the 
so-called new type of film adver- 


|tising developed for 20th-Fox’s “No | 
Latter film preems | 


Way Out.” 
during the exhibit’s run, since it’s 
slated to bow in at the Broadway 
Rivoli Aug. 16. 

Twentieth’s execs are counting 
on the exhibit to attract consider- 
able attention, both through pub- 
licity in the art sections of news- 
papers and magazines and through 
word-of-mouth by those who visit 
the display. No admission is to be 
charged. 

Earliest ads to be displayed 
were carried in N. Y. newspapers 
in 1895, telling the citizenry to 
drop a nickel in the slot and turn 
a crank to see “How the Porto 
Rican Girls Entertain Uncle Sam’s 
Soldiers.” Most recent ads are 
those created by Paul Rand and 
Erik Nitsche, w.k. advertising de- 


signers, who were. commissioned 
by 20th to work out a new ap- 
proach for the “No Way” cam- 


paign. Posters will be shown dat- 
ing back to “Cabiria” (1913) and 
coming up through the silent film 
days to those to be used for ‘No 
Way.” Newspaper ads will show 
both the progress in advertising 
and also in the industry itself, 
from the _ earliest nickelodeon 
days to the current ones advertis- 
ing $1.80 to $2 admission prices on 
Broadway. 





U’s Regular Pfd. 


Universal has declared a quar- 
terly dividend of $1.061%4 per share 
on the company’s cumulative pre- 
ferred stock. 

Divvy is payable Sept. 1 to stock- 
holders of record Aug. 15. 














Story Freeze 




















ames Continued from page 7 





to rousé writers to turn their at- 
tention occasionally from _ books, 
plays and mag yarns to screen 
originals. He has long since found 
that top name writers provide an 


| infertile field and so he has been 


concentrating on the medium- 
echelon. 
Up to 50G for an Original 
Despite being able to point out 


“Duchess of Idaho” ‘M-G) (2d wk). to the typewriter-pounders that the | after the war, 
Strong $16,000 following smash | studio will pay up to $50,000 for | Operation there now 
|a good original, Bloch admits he’s temporary basis. 
; /not had too much success in luring 
They Live By Night” (RKO) and | suthors. 

ood | 


| 


“Winchester | originals is too speculative, al- 


though 20th offers liberal option | houses are ex)ibiting them. 
| money on acceptance of an outline. 


Both they and their 
agents fee] that turning out screen 


Agents much rather have their 


“Father Makes Good” (EL). Aver-| clients writing books, since pub- pired last October 
age $5,000. Last week, “Iroquois | lishers are seemingly much less | ,* : 


discriminating than film producers 
| and the work is much more easily 


| sold. A point made by vet agents | 


is that the original field is made 


necessary by unwillingness of pro- 
ducers to give sufficient attention 


to new story material, despite their | 
Story eds can often | 


need for it. 
have in their hands a firstrate 
property but be unable to find a 


make it. 
claim it’s because they won't take 
time to read it. 


are returning to efforts to interest 
scriveners in doing originals for 
them. They had been, shortly after 
the war, taking more expensive 


they didn’t prove very successful, 
either. They included Metro’s 
$150,000 novel contest and sub- 
sidies to authors to help them 
write books and plays on which the 
subsidizing studio would have first 
refusal rights. 


It was originally figured that the 
dearth of published books and 
| stories right after the war was a 
|reaction by the younger writing 
| generation to the hostilities. It was 
| felt that this would pass and with 
it would come a stream of import- 
| ant books, such as typified post- 
World War I. 
that way, however, and the pub- 
lishing field is suffering even more 





| than films from lack of any solid 


or sensational best-sellers. 


considerably more speculative than | 


producer on the lot willing to. 
The 10%ers wrathfully | 


Metro and Paramount, like 20th, , 


measures to build up material, but | 


It hasn’t worked | 





: io 
, : Revenue Bureau Reports 
‘Curtain’ Countries B.O. Tax Receipts Off 


L___ ¢ontinued from page 3 == Washington, Aug. 1. 

f Bureau of Internal Revenue re. 
Communist countries via the dis- ports theatre admission tax re. 
trib co-op, the Motion Picture Ex- | ceipts during June at $28,787,000 
port Assn., an offshoot of the John- | as against $30,660,000 a year ago 
ston office. While MPEA is nat- Collections for the fiscal year 
| urally interested in getting dollars ended June 30, 1950, totaled $371 . 
‘wherever it can, it is perfectly will- | 244,000, compared with $385,843 . 
| ing to provide product beyond the | 000 for previous fiscal year. 
Iron Curtain whether or not there June tax collections on radio 


-are dollars forthcoming, as long as 
it can have som: limited super- totaled 04104 bon and componsnts 
en ‘ wit 2 ,164,000, lg gain over 
vision over the distribution process. receipts of $2,332,000 in same 
Soviet Situash Tough /month in ’49. However, fiscal year 
Soviet itself is unwilling to per- receipts of $42,084,000 were about 
mit any such supervision and so $7,000,000 less than the previous 
the MPEA is insisting on a cash year. 
payoff for its product. That may; Taxes on phonograph records in 
be one of the things that has held June totalled $477,470 as against 
up distribution of any product $387,615 a year ago. Fiscal year 
there in recent years, despite the | receipts were $5,768,000, compared 
deal made by Eric Johnston, MPEA | with $6,482,000 in previous year. 
prez, in 1948. However, it is 
thought that there is more than 
that behind the Russe stalling. 


Moscow was to take a minimum 
of 20 pix at $50,000 each under the 
Johnston deal. They've studied a 
list of more than 200 available and 
have screened 59, but have only a 
found 11 suitable to date. They’ve | : Sales Exec? 
also balked at the $50,000 figure,| Continued refusal of the McNutt 
so that if and when they ever se- | 8Toup to disclose any details had 
lect 20, the financial end of the its most serious repercussion on 
deal will have to be renegotiated. | eee wa Mg om Te 

ra ae ae producers releasin roug 

American distribs by this time | 2o¢ together in a protest meeting. 
are pretty certain the Soviets don’t | 7...) demanded to know the com. 
want to make a deal af all and are |pany’s plans regarding a salesman: 
dert Ir er Rg eri ‘ager (which the company doesn't 
he ialooees gine meting oe have now) and other details of fu- 
sult, MPEA is not certain that it ee Seer ee 


* ; . They were given no info, but 
will send ‘any further prints to assured that everything will work 
Moscow for inspection. 


‘out okay and that they should al- 
Rumania has played no U. S. 


low prexy McNamee, board chair- 
product for about three years and 


man McNutt, et al., time. Miss 
Hungary for almost that long. Pickford conducted a_ personal 
There’s not much likelihood that 


campaign to assure producers that 
| they Will, either, since they even | the firm is on solid ground despite 
refuse a visa to MPEA v.p. and 


reports to the contrary. She said 

general manager Irving Maas or; the new. management is full of 

his eastern European supervisor,! vigor and plans which will pro- 

Louis Kanturek. vide a strong operating and finan- 
MPEA Keeps Trying 


cial position. She expressed con- 
On the other hand, Maas and 


cern over reports that several pro- 
Kanturek keep stabbing away in ducers are talking deals with other 
efforts to renew or bolster fading | 


companies. 

: : | Employee problems are topped by 
contracts in Bulgaria, Poland and | iti 
Czechoslovakia. Bulgaria, however, the lack of definition of the status 
has adopted the no-visa tactic in | 


of Paul N. Lazarus, Jr. As exec 
recent months, which makes nego- | 


aide to former prexy Grad Sears 
tiation next to impossible, although ne had beqn serving for the past 
American pix are still 


playing | several years as general salesman- 

* |ager “without portfolio.” Lazarus 

peng Pe yeneray ae after the is continuing currently in that 
pire and no new PIX | host, but the management has been 

are going in, but the Bulgarian : 

i. denen a pot aes! sending out feelers to a number of 

| fil poly nues ‘o Gls-| top industryites on their availabil- 

| tribute the old ones. There are 

| also two new ones in the country 


ity for the job. McNamee has re- 
| under the old deal ready for dis- eee Se Cay Senaes Stee, 
| tribution. 


Lazarus is understood to have 
Polish agreement, which worked 


| asked to know definitely whether 
r ‘he is staying or not and, if so, in 
_ Very satisfactorily for several years | what capacity. 
expired last May. | 


He is seeking an 
| answer by the end of the week. 
is on a 
No new pix are 


ha Rae is also awaited on 
; whether or not Lazarus’ fat 

| going in, but the oldies are still | a es 
_ being shown and there are a few 


Paul, Sr., is to continue to receive 
unplayed ones still available. 


| his checks. He took seriously ill 
| Progressively smaller number of 















UA Secrecy 


—amp Continued from page 5 











sion that she continues very much 
in the affairs of UA. 


| about a year ago, after 30 years 
with the company, and is unable 
to continue work. He had been 
Setting paid regularly until the 
| new management came in. Sears, 
There are likewise, has not been receiving 
| plenty of U. S. films available his checks and it is believed a law- 
| there, but the government monop- | suit impends. 

| oly a gogo no new ones in| Morale 

e past few months. There’s no| Morale proble 

explanation for this beyond the | was also Sccshiened ter’ emotes 
Zeneral one of increasing desire of | dismissals of two foreign depart- 
the Commies to eliminate anything | ment execs with two weeks’ salary 
|Yank. Failure to release any new : 


_after many years of service with 
product cuts down earnings, since _the company. They are Tom Mul- 


_MPEA is on a guarantee and per- | is 
'centage. Even the guarantee fen't | cad tney dee “ be "Den 
| a until certain period after operating head of the department. 
playoff begins. Move followed previous week's 
Yugoslavia made a contract with | dismissal of v.p. and foreign top- 
MPEA in May, 1949, for 25 pix to! per Arthur W. Kelly and substitu- 
be released in the ensuing 12 tion of Al Lowe. 
months. It played them all and! Staff at both the homeoffice and 
, made a new deal in July for 35 in the field is in a state of sus- 
films to be distributed in a year. | pended animation awaiting clarifi- 
Arrangement is guarantee and per- | cation of the company’s future and 
centage for MPEA. Pix are play-| their own standing. At the same 
ing widely and biz is good. | time, the smokescreen over details 
of the deal have also made ex- 
| tremely wary the banks With which 
|UA ordinarily does business — 


Pioneers Dine Nov. 16 | Bankers Trust and Guaranty Trust, 


Motion Picture Pioneers’ gw fs Y. Neither will make a move 
(century dinner has been set for | until the facts are cleared up. 
Nov. 16 at the Waldorf-Astoria by Similar reaction was obtained 


| Si Fabjan, circuit operator who is_ last week from the Fidelity-Phila- 


: |delphia Trust Co. in Philly. Mc- 
|chairman of the affair, and Jack | Namee and Lazarus fess ¢ down 


| Cohn, Columbia exec veepee, who there to sound out the banks in- 
heads the or®. Knife-and-fork fete | terest in making production loans. 
‘will be featured by induction of Answer was, “Come back when 
the largest group of candidates in you're able to give us more facts.” 
the past five years. | Efforts have been going on in 
|. Fabian has named Marvin the interim to line up production 
Kirsch, Harry Takiff, Leon Leoni- coin from private sources and it is 


doff, Alan Corelli, Joe Hornstein, | expected that some announcement 
Gil Josephson and Bernard Estes 


Jose } concerning these funds may come 
ito his dinner committee. ‘out of this week’s meetings. 


| Czech distribution is under an 
_extension of an agreement that ex- 
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Wednesday, August 2, 1950 | VARIETY 


SSRosee 


Sethe eee 


LO Ce 


711 OCEAN DRIVE 


An exciting circumstance has bobbed up within 

the last few days. A picture opened up and did more 
business than theatres where it played have been 
doing during the last several months. ; 





We can’t lay claim to busting records of all-time highs. 


You Wouldn’t believe us if we did. 


BUT WE DO CLAIM, WITHOUT EQUIVOCATION, 


SLVR GER WHR 9° meee” «8 6 «(ARR PRIORI oo Neen Se 


THIS IS 1950 TOP, TOP BUSINESS. 


CAAA ei | Sie oF SoS 








Check with the Paramount Theatre in New York. 





Check with the Pantages and Hillstreet Theatres 
and throughout the Los Angeles territory where the 
picture opened day and date. 


Check with the Allen Theatre in Cleveland. 
Check with the J. P. Harris Theatre in Pittsburgh. 
Check with the Brandeis Theatre in Omaha. 














Here is a motion picture story that is part of 
today’s headlines. 


Here is an advertising campaign with sound 
merchandising, 


That’s the opening story in the distribution of 
711 OCEAN DRIVE. 


Let’s all get back to show business where we belong. 
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22 PICTURES VARIETY Wednesday, August 2, 1950 | 
2 | ‘ ! | a 
Sa ip i i in i i i 4444044) West Coast, is manager of the 

‘ United Artists es mee | ‘ sy p ' CANDY BUTCHERS UP 
| Coast house. Other North Coas Cho 
Clips from Film Row ‘changes include G. T. Pinckert, ice veals REVENUE ON COAST 
_from assistant manager of United Continued from page 5 =—m 
. $4 ooseses TEE Dpotuse Sernar aueiahe Technicolor film, ‘High Lonesome,’ | Los Angeles, Aug. 1. 





NEW YORK 


James R. Grainger, Republic’s 
sales chief, back at h.o. after con- 
fabbing in Hollywood with prexy 


Herbert J. Yates on next season's | 


product. On Saturday (5) he 
leaves for Chicago to preside over 
a three-day sales meet which starts 
at the Blackstone hotel Monday 
(7). Yates is scheduled to address 
the Chi conclave. 

Philip Gravitz named as New 
Haven exchange manager by 
Metro. Gravitz has been acting 
manager since the death of Harry 
Rosenblatt. 

Film attorney Irwin Margulies 
planed to the Coast Monday (31) 
for a week's visit on biz of client 
Brendt & Brandt, literary agents, 
and Hollywood Enterprises, com- 
mercial product licensing outfit in 
which he’s partnered. 

Jack McInerney, ad-pub topper 
for both the N. Y. and Brooklyn 
Paramount theatres, resting at 
Lawrence hospital, Bronxville, 
N. Y., after a heart attack 
the weekend. 


MINNEAPOLIS 
“Treasure Island,” at RKO-Or- 
heum, tied up with one of city’s 
iggest department stores for 
treasure hunt hook-up and_ got 
large gratis display advertising. 

©. E. Maxwell, 28 years with Al- 
tee Service, resigned to enter 
business fer himself. 

Robert O’Brien, Paramount The- 
atres exec, in from New York with 
crew of engineers to supervise in- 
stallation of Radio City theatre’s 
big screen television. 

Abandoning plan to kuild a new 
showhouse, Will Levy will mod- 
ernize his Heights theatre at Co- 
lumbia Heights, Minneapolis 
suburb. 


Fay Dressell, RKO branch man- 
ager, vacationing at Detroit Lakes, | 


Minn., resort. 
Louis Orlove, M-G-M exploiteer, 


in from Milwaukee. 
Ben Marcus, Columbia district 
manager, in from Kansas City. 
Mary Seibel, daughter of Ev 
Seibel, Minnesota Amus. Co. ad- 
pukh head, subject of a_ picture 


story in Sunday Tribune mag sec- 


tion. She’s leading lady |. this, 
summer with the Old Log straw- 
hatter. 

Bad weather caused postpone- 


ments of openings of the Ruben- 
Floyd and Elson-Nathanson new 


drive-in theatres at Grand Forks, | 


N. D., and Detroit Lake, Minn., re- 
spectively. 

After 10 years 
organ at Radio City, 4,000-seat 
Minnesota Amus. Co. house, will 
again be used for concerts and 
community sings. 





PITTSBURGH 


Paul Krumenacker named War- 


mer branch manager, replacing 
Jerry Wechsler transferred to 
Cleveland exchange. Wechsler 


came to Pittsburgh with elevation 
of B. F. ‘Dinty) Moore to district 
managership of Charlie Rich’s old 
territory. 

Lee M. Conrad, manager of Park 
theatre in Meadville, and Sam 
Gould, WB cireuit manager in 
Greensburg, Pa., appointed re- 
gional committeemen for annual 


| —— 
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TRAVEL AGENTS RECOGNIZED 


over 


in moth balls, | 





| Pennsylvania Week celebration in 
October. 
Louis Stuler and Durward Coe 


|leased Nemacolin, Pa., theatre 
'from Buckeye Coal Co: House 
was operated far some time by 


C. W. Dickinson, Brownsville ex- 
hib. Coe and Stuler closing spot 
for two months to remodel. 

Mike Manos, head of circuit 
bearing his name, who suffered 
heart attack couple of months ago, 
recuperating after hgspitalized for 
several weeks. 

Eddie Wappler, who managed 
Nixon several years before it was 
torn down this spring, managing 
North Shore Musical theatre near 
Chicago for the summer. 





LOS ANGELES 


Cinema Distributors, headed by 


Ed Barison and Bill Parker, will 
handle West Coast releases of 27 


J. Arthur Rank films, 
with “Beware of Pity,” 


starting 


Cedric Hardwicke and Lilli 
Palmer. 

English Films Corp. will re- 
release ‘“‘Memphis Belle,” 1944 


| Paramount release of a U. S. War 
Department presentation, to tie in 
with current Korean trouble. 
Royal Films will distribute 16 
German pictures in American art 


theatres, -among them “The Cap- 
tain of Kopenick,’ “Song Goes 
Around the World,’ “Countess 
Maritza” and “Storm Over Asia.” 


Realart Films is re-releasing two 
wild animal pictures, “Nagana” and 


co-starring | 


ant at the United Artists, to mana- 
ger at Esquire. Herbert Lustiz, 


former treasurer at the Orpheum, | 


is now assistant manager of Esquire 


and Tony Rodriques, formerly with | 


the Paramount, is now assistant 
manager at Orpheum. 


CLEVELAND 
Changeover of the Coronet from 
feat ure to new sree] house an- 





nounced by Manager Jack Silver- 
thorne. Theatre title reverts fo 
Telenews, former tag.  Silver- 
thorne reports change resulted 


from the demand by Clevelanders 
for a downtown newsreel house. 

George Kalatat, Cleveland, has 
sold a part interest in the Gale 
theatre, Garrett, Ind., to the Al- 
liance Theatre Corp., Chicago. 
Robert. E. Lee, who manages the 
company’s Riviera theatre at An- 
derson, Ind., will be temporary 
manager at the Gale. 


MANCHESTER, N. H. 


Mrs. Louis deRochemont, wife 
of the producer, elected vice chair- 


man of Warner House Assn. in 
Portsmouth. 
Fenton D. Scribner, Nashua ex- 


hibitor, headed Savings Bond drive 
in that city which resulted in total 
sales of $169,331, or $57,273 above 
the local quota. 

Visual Center in Derry granted 
permit to erect a projection booth 
for an outdoor theatre at Comeau’'s 
Beach. 


“The Big Cage,” filmed by Univer- | 


sal in 1933, with Mickey 
headlined in “Cage” 
played bit role. 
Harold Wirtheim, western sales 
manager for Monogram, teed off 
on two-week tour of Omaha, Des 
‘Moines, St. Louis, Milwaukee and 
Kansas City in connection with the 
distribution of “County Fair.” 


ST. LOUIS 


A. C. Loch, operator of the 400- 
seat Vanita, Herculaneum, Mo., 
shuttered house upon expiration of 
his lease. Owner A. L. Burke 
hasn’t indicated whether he 
resume operation. 

A ery room included in the face- 
lifting job being done at the Far- 
rar-Turner Orpheum, 9500-seater, 
Eldorado, Il. 

Application of Paul Kruger for a 
permit to build a new ozoner In 
the southern part of St. Louis Co. 
denied by the County Planning 
Commission. 

Harold “Chiek’”? Evans, UA ex- 
ploiteer, in town beating drums 
for initial showing of “D.O.A.” and 
“A Kiss for Corliss.” 

Dimitrious James, associated 
with his father, Tommy James, lo- 
cal theatre owner, and his bride, 
| flew to Europe to visit his father’s 
birthplace in Greece. 

Fanchon & Marco inaugurated 
}organ concerts in its 5,000-seater 
Fox in midtown after a lapse of 
10 years. 


Rooney 


although he 





TORONTO 


Senator Peter Campbell and 
J. S. D. Tory, both of Toronto, ap- 
pointed new directors of Odeon 





Theatres (Canada) Ltd., J. Arthu: | 


Rank chain of 170 film houses 
across Canada. 

Though his present contract does 
‘not expire until 1953, Famous 
|Players (Canadian) presidency of 
|John J. Fitzgibbons has been ex- 
tended for a further two years. 
Original Fitzgibbons contract sign- 
ed in 1946 for seven years, but 


have Fitzgibbons in topper position 
at FP (Can) till June 1, 1955. Ten- 
ure of Reuben W. Bolstad, veepee 
and treasurer, also extended for 
toon years, this te run to June 1, 
1953. 


CHICAGO 


Theatreowner John Samadalis 
and wife visiting Athens, Greece. 
Filmack Trailer Corp.’s new 
production director is Al Semels 


Ellisburg. 

Eddie Solomon, public relations 
topper here for 20th-Fox trans- 
ferred to Coast. Ted Tod replaces. 

Harry Feinberg of Balaban & 
Katz ill at Masonic hospital. 

Vic Bernstein, chief Mono 
booker, vacationing in Michigan. 

Dick Sachsel, who re-opened 
Rivoli theatre here recently, 
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| shuttered house again for remodel- 
ing. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Al Dunn, for 20 years here with 
| the Orpheum, resigned as manager 
| of that house. 


over spot. 
Bud Tapper, formerly with Fox 


will 


replacement agreement will now) 


who fills post vacated by Herb! 


DETROIT 


Al Broder, brother of Realart 
Pictures prez Jack Broder, named 
assistant to Jack Zide, franchise- 
holder for Michigan territory. 

Paramount moved its sub-ad of- 
fice for mideastern district to De- 


troit from Cleveland. Heading 
new setup is Milton Hale, for- 
merly assigned to Par’s Philadel- 
phia office. Hale Marshall, who 


previously headed Cleveland of- 
fice, assigned to Washington. 


DALLAS 


New 900 - seat Rose theatre 
opened at Morton, Tex., by Wallace 
Blankenship Circuit. T. J. Simp- 
son named manager. 

Victor Lowrey named manager 
of the Jefferson theatre in Beau- 
mont, replacing W. W. Parson. 
Van Roberts, former manager of 


Delman, Dallas, moves into Low- 
rey’s old spot. 

T. L. Ritehie purchased the 
Mountaineer Drive-In Theatre, east 
of Mineral Welis on Highway 180 
from J. T. Sands and W. B. Goates. 


| 
MEMPHIS 





opened local office. Pair bought 
furniture and fixtures from Film 
| Classics and moved into latter's 
| old location. 

| 


| PHILADELPHIA 


Rudy A. Kuehn, formerly gen- 
eral manager of Aldon Theatres, 
Elizabeth, N.J., named zone man- 
|ager here for Hallmark Produe- 
tions. Takes over the N.J. and 
eastern Pa. territories. 


Joseph Alexander new division 
manager of RKO Theatres in Cin- 
cinnati, Dayton and Columbus. He 
has been with RKO for many 
| years, most recently as assistant 
Ohio division manager, 


SAN ANTONIO 


Apollo Amus. Co. organized here 
and incorporated fer $40,000. 
Listed as incorporators are George 
Santikos, Mary Santikos and John 
| Santikos. 





COLUMBUS, O. 
Academy chain shuttered two 
of its 10 neighborhood houses 


| here, the Arlington and Southland. 


| No reason was given for closing or | 


\if whether just for the summer. 


WICHITA 


O. F. Sullivan, owner and gen- 
eral manager of Sullivan Independ- 


'ent Theatres, took over the Tower | 


‘here from Herman Hunt. Acqui- 
| sition brings Sullivan’s local op- 
| erations to seven houses. 


OKLAHOMA CITY 


| Ben Tullius, Warner office man- 





‘cently named Charlotte 
| Manager, 


branch 


Jenkins & Bourgeois, Astor Picr — 
tures franchiseholders in Dallas, | 


since May. We are finally in a 

position where we can plan.” 
MacMillen is shooting at a 

nucleus of four or five reliable 


producers who can supply the com- | 


pany with four-five films yearly 
apiece. 
has two such producers already in 
N. Peter Rathvon: and David Rose. 


ELC has all the B’s it needs. It is | 
now out for «a steady supply of 
A’s. 


Lineup 

Lineup of new film deals is dis- 
closed by the ELC chief. ELC has 
signed with Rose for “Full Circle,” 
pic which goes before the cameras 
in Britain in August. “Circle” 
stars Ray Milland with Jacques 
Tourneur directing and Joan Har- 
rison getting billing as producer. 

ELC is participating in supply- 
ing first money for “Circle” under 
a novel arrangement whereby that 
part of the nut is made up of dol- 
lars from ELC and pounds ar- 
ranged in England by Rose. In 


return, ELC recoups its dollar out- | 


lay on first money from western 
hemisphere revenues while the 
English group gets back its coin 
from the eastern hemisphere. 
derstood Lloyd's bank heads 
British syndicate. Film 
eted at $700,000. 

MacMillen has also closed with 
the Huntington Hartford syndicate 
on a straight releasing pact for a 
multi-storied pic which fhe A & P 
|heir is currently making. One 
varn will feature Mel Ferrer; 
other, Roland Young. Third story, 
already completed, is a filmization 

|of William Saroyan’s 
legiter, “Hello Out There.” 

Forthcoming pic of Benedict 
Bogeaus, which stars 
Rooney, also will be 
through ELC, Distrib is also par- 
ticipating in financing this one 
along with other outside interests. 
Pic, labelled “The Kid 
Mexico,” starts rolling in Septem- 
ber. 

Technicolor film in which Sabu 
stars is also marked for ELC han- 
dling. Film will be made in the 
Indian jungle beginning in Febru- 
ary. Distrib additionally has 
pacted Frank Melford and John 
Rawlins on a Cineecolor opus fea- 
turing Rory Calhoun and Guy 
Madison. This pic gets under way 
in August. Melford-Rawlins team 
turned out “Boy From Indiana,” 
which ELC is currently handling. 


RKO Changed 


Continued from page 4 




















before Judge Bondy and he told 
'me to write them (RKO manage- 
; ment) a letter. I said: ‘By the time 
| I write him a letter, he won't be 
| there’.” 

| Commenting on the habitual in- 
| compatibility of the pair, Judge 


Jayne’s opinion chimes in with the | 


| following: “There was a_ period 
_ during which the plaintiff (RKO) 
| offered to sell its stock for $1,500.- 


| 000 or buy the Reade holding for | 


‘that figure. It proved to be a 


| pathological belief in the occur- | 


| renee of the impossible.” : 


_“Magnanimity and self-abnega- | | 
| tion seldom visited the household | 
court said | 


| of this corporation,” 
| elsewhere. “T agree that the dis- 
| cord that has imperiled’ this com- 
|pany is lamentable. From the 
point of view of the public inter- 
/est, the incapacity of this corpora- 
tion to function transcends in im- 
| portance the suspicions, apprehen- 
sions and animosities which divide 
|and motivate the stockholders. Re- 
| gardless of the cause, this company 
|at the moment is an armless cor- 
portion. 
_Sitates retirement. 

“Hope never deserts, but unless 
/some harmonious solution 
| fectively formulated within 15 days 
|after filing this opinion, a judg- 
|ment containing appropriate pro- 
visions for dissolution of the cor- 
| poration will be entered.” 

| Talks are currently under way 
| between Reade and RKO which at- 
tempt to reach a peaceful deal 
| within the time allotted. Trenton- 
New Brunswick is the last RKO- 
| partnered chain to be disposed of 
'by court action. In New York, 


Jack Miller, mana- | ager, upped to branch manager. both RKO’s holdings in Metropoli- 
‘ger of the United Artists, takes | Succeeds Grover Livingston, re-| tan Playhouses and Springco the- 


_atres are being liquidated under 


}court jurisdiction. 


He believes his company | 


an- | 


Mickey | 
channelled | 


, ) + A 
From | theatres, and to educational, cul- 


industry Production Code. 


period when RKO was in reorgan- 
ization and subject to federal court | 
jurisdiction, he eracked: “I went | 


JAMES STEWART in 





Inability to work neces- | 


is ef-| 





Independent film houses in this 
area are adopting the “seat sery- 
ice” plan, meaning candy butchers 
in the aisles. After a tryout of 
several months in five situations, 
the exhibitor’s revenue from candy 
and popcorn concessions has gone 
up between 40 and 80%. 

Pacific Concession Service Co, 
which operates the plan, pays 30°, 


|of the take to theatres doing more 


than 5,000 admissions’ weekly. 
Smaller houses, with less than 
5,000 weekly customers, drew 25°,, 

Pacifie is broadening its opera- 
ti@is to take in more indie houses. 


F 








Group Seeks 
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nell Thomas committee and subse- 
quent events, plus footage more re- 
cently shot showing effects on the 


| men and their families of the hear- 


ings 
placed 

studios. 
in both 


and the boycott they were 
under by the Hollywood 
It is being made available 
16m and 35m and has al- 


Un- | ready played in art houses in Los 


the | 
is budg- | 
| State Dept. and other groups con- 


Angeles. 
Motion Picture Assn. of America, 


cerned with U. S. public relations 
abroad are reportedly agitated over 
NCASP’s plan to give the pic wide 
distribution overseas. Completed 
only a little more than a month 
ago, it has already played at the 
Czechoslovak Film Festival, where 
it reportedly won high praise of 


| eritics ¢ yublic. 
one - act | Critic ind public 


Another print is already in 


| France, according to Mrs. Dorothy 


Langston, of the organization's 
New York film committee. She 
said additional prints were being 


| shipped abroad as rapidly as pos- 


sible, with plans being made to 
show it at other film festivals, in 


tural and political groups on both 
sides of the Iron Curtain. 

Plans are likewise being made 
in the U. S. to play as many thea- 
tres as possible and to supplement 
these showings by providing 16m 


prints for organizational screen- 
ings. It is not anticipated that 
many exhibs will want to chance 


being branded “Commie” by show- 
ing the documentary, although the 
MPAA says they are free to do so 
whether or not subscribers to the 
Being 
a documentary, the film falls into 
the newsreel category and requires 
neither a Production Code seal nor 


_a censorship certificate from state 


| Or municipal blue-pencillers. 
ieechiestaemnemndll | 


It is expected that theatrical 
showings will probably be re- 
stricted to art houses. There is no 
policy yet as to payment for it, ac- 
cording to Mrs. Langston, sisce the 
committee is more concerned with 
getting it widely shown than mak- 
ing money on it. Any coin that 
does come in will go into efforts 
to get the 10 Hollywoodites out of 
jail. 

NCASP previously had made 
available a film strip on the same 
subject which made considerable 
coin. That was used to pay fines 
and bolster the defense fund of the 
men. 
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British Film Pact 


Continued from page 3 Gama 
iries. 
similar list as before of 26 uses to 
which frozen coin can be put. 
Talks. had all but broken down 
yesterday (Monday) in light of a 
very tough attitude by British 
negotiator Harold Wilson, prexy of 
the Board of Trade. He refused 
to back down from the offer he 


had made U. S. negotiators Eric 

Johnstoa, Ellis G. Arnall and 

James A. Mulvey in May. 
Last-minute intervention by U. 


S Ambassador Lewis Douglas is 
believed to have saved the day. 
Until Douglas insisted on action, 
Wilson had been planning to leave 


London today for a holiday, and 
the three negotiators, plus John- 
ston’s aide, Joyce O’Hara, were 
packing to leave for home. 
Pact in Principle 
Following a 90-minute session 


today, an agreement was reached 
in principle. Details are to. be 
worked out by technical experts. 
It is understood that will be ac- 
complished by mail so the U. S. 
negotiating team will net have to 
return to Britain. 

Arnall, prez of the Society of In- 
dependent Producers, and Mulvey, 
prez of Samuel Goldwyn Produc- 


tions, planed for New York tonight. 


Johnston, Motion Picture Assn. of 
America topper, and O’Hara wil 
leave tomorrow following a press 
conference. Johnston will release 
a joint statement with the Board 
of Trade at that time. Arnall will 
hold a similar meet in New York. 

Undisclosed as yet is the dura- 
tion of the new pact. Proposals 
have been made to make it short- 
term in light of the hazardous in- 
ternational situation. 


Johnston’s Paris Huddles 
Paris, Aug. 1. 

Following a brief meeting with 
the U. S. majors’ continental man- 
agers, Johnston returned to Lon- 
don. Local huddles were attended 
by Columbia’s Lacy 
Warners’ Joe Hummel, Universal’s 
Harry Novak and John Le Fevre 
for 20th-Fox. 

While in Paris, Johnston con- 
tacted French political and finance 
officials whom he reportedly found 
more understanding than upon 
previous eonfabs. Prime topic was 
ihe 1948 Franco-American film 
agreement, currently being re- 
negotiated. 


SRO Firing 


Continued from page 5 














as 
duction of films abroad, a project 
on which he has been talking for 
over a vear. Long negotiations and 
planning for the work abroad and 
the lack of any new production in 
Hollywood have resulted in the ab- 


sence of new product to keep SRO 
functioning. 

DOS’ present plan is to go to 
Europe late in August to 
deals for a series of co-productions 





in Italy, France, England and per- | 


other countries. 
no means certain, 


haps 
is by 


Departure 
however, 


and there’s no likelihood that if the | 


deals are eventually closed the pix 


will be ready before late next year. | 


Selznick has changed his mind 
on the feasibility of the unit for 


distribution of pix to art houses in | 


the U. S., which Reiner was to 
head. Producer looked at numer- 
ous pix and was on the verge of 


buying American distribution | 
righis to at least four of them, but | 


then reversed his field. 


He had brought Reiner back to | 


SRO about six months ago to take 
charge of the unit.. Reiner had 
formerly been Latin American 
chief and left to become assistant 
to Neil Agnew, prez of Motion Pic- 
ture Sales Corp. When he -re- 
turned to SRO last February, he 
vent on a four month sales tour 
through Latin America to liquidate 
SRO product there. 

Edwards has been assistant to 
SRO sales manager Sidney Deneau 
for several years. He was former- 
ly salesmanager of Grand National 
and has long been in the distribu- 
tion end of the business. 

Selznick made almost as clean a 
Sweep of his sales organization sev- 
eral years ago when the organiza- 
tion was likewise without new 
product for distribution. Most of 
the staff was re-recruited from 


Other jobs when he resumed ac- 
tivity. 


Otherwise, there will be a 


Kastner, | 


close | 


‘Korean War Tied In 


With 20th’s ‘3 Home’ | Closer War Aid 


Twentieth-Fox’s “Three Came 
Home,” which has been playing off 
very slowly around the country, is 
expected to receive a hypo from 
the current hostilities in Korea. 
Film telis the story of an American 
couple interned in a Japanese pris- 
oner camp during the last war 

Several reasons are advanced 
for the film’s inability to get roll- 
ing so far. According to 20th, the 
film has already played most of 
the key city first-runs, as well as 
many subsequent run and small- 
town Situations, but has not yet 
played off because it was released 
simultaneously with several other 
top 20th pictures Exhibs, how- 
ever, claim the film’s story is too 


grim for summer entertainment 
and also have been wary of the 
slow business it did in the dates 


played so fai 














~ Par-DuMont | 


Continued from 








page 5 


holder meet several months ago. 
At that time, DuMont stock looked 
like it would continue riding up- 
wards on the exchange. Balaban 
then said it was “likely” that the 
exchange plan wolld be adopted. 
Par’s holdings in DuMont con- 
sist of 560.000 shares of class B 
common and 43,000 shares of class 
A. In all, it represents 27% of 
the outstanding shares. Stock was 
acquired at a cost of $164,000. They 
now have gained tremendously in 
value despite the war-born drop. 
Paramount board is divided into 
three camps so far as the thinking 


governs action on DuMont. Be- 
sides the group which wants to 
stick with DuMont, another is 


plugging for immediate sale while 
the third group would shelve all 
action until October or November. 

Latter wing is swinging the 
weight so far since the tabling ac- 
tion is the one being taken. How- 
ever, depending on war eventuali- 


! 











Continued from page 3 


with Francis Harmon, Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. of America veepee. Ed- 
wards was referring to the race by 
various elements of the industry 
to set up their own contacts with 
Washington. Efforts to solve the 
problem by having COMPO (Coun- 
cil of Motion Picture Organiza- 
tions) take on the chores have so 
far fallen short of their goal. 
Earlier in the day, Harmon hud- 
dled with John Steelman, assistant 
Stuart 
Na- 
30ard, 


and W. 
the 


to the President, 
Symington, chairman of 
tional Security Resources 
on liaison problems. Harmon reps 
both MPAA and the Motion Pic- 
ture Industry Council in this work. 
Indicating the diversity of efforts, 
Gael Sullivan, exec director of the 
Theatre Owners of America, pre- 
sented TOA’s own proposals to 
Symington last week. 

Harmon then conferred with Ed- 


wards, Edward Barrett. Assistant 
Secretary of State; Howland 
Sargeant, deputy to Barrett; 
Charles Hulton, general manager 
of Information & Exchange Pro- 
gram; Howard Vickery, UNESCO 


rep, and film actress Myrna Loy, 
also acting for UNESCO. 

Meet with this group is an out- 
growth of Barrett’s recent trip to 
the Coast following announcement 


by President Truman of an ex- 
panded “Voice of America” pro- 
gram. Hollywood execs at that 


time told Barrett that the industry 
would cooperate fully on the new 
“Voice” program. Informal ex- 
ploratory discussion with Harmon 
is intended to speed up Holly- 
wood’s cooperation. 

Reps of other groups were ex- 


pected at the meet but did not 
show up. These officials were to 
front for MPIC, Society of Inde- 


pendent Motion Picture Producers 
and Independent Motion Picture 
Producers Assn. Several of these 





Film Biz Must Fight to Win Back 
Family Trade, U's Daff Emphasizes 








¢ Al Daff, 





‘Indie Distribs 
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uct are having to do a fast shuffle 
to get along. 
UA In Forefront 
UA, of course, is in 
front of 


the fore- 
depending 
In contrast 
after expe- 
years of hard 


such outfits, 


wholly on indie pix. 


is Monogram, which, 


riencing a couple 
times, is effectively lifting itself 
well into the profit zone. Differ- 
ence, in part at least, is that Mono 
controls its own sources of product. 

New management that recently 
took over UA is aiming to perk the 
company by setting up a produc- 
tion fund; so that it likewise can 
be assured of product without de- 
pendence on vagaries of bank and 
private financing sources. .Com- 
pany’s new toppers likewise con- 
tinue to trim costs by elimination 
of personnel. 

Most seriously hurt of all the 
minor distribs has beeu Film Clas- 
sics; which is currently in the 
hands of an assignee for its cred- 
itors. That followed inability to 
come to terms with @agle Lion on 
their planned merger. 

EL, for its part, has shown the 
effect of the merger without it ever 
having actually been made. It is 
handling FC product, and the com- 
bined operation has pushed it onto 
the black side of the ledger. 


Universal’s foreign 
chief, is cenvinced that the film 
industry must concentrate on a 
drive to win back the family trade 
if it wants to restore the boxoffice 
to its previous high level. Speak- 
ing at 30 different meetings of dis- 
trib execs and exhibs during his 
just-completed three-week swing 
through England and the Conti- 
nent, Daff used that theme repeat- 
edly in an effort to turn promotion- 
al activities towards the family. 
Daff accompanied Nate J. Blum- 
berg, U’s prez, who was making his 
first European tour. 

U's foreign topper contends that 
essential promotions done as a mat- 
ter of course before the war were 
dropped during hostilities, when 
| business was at a peak, and have 
now been forgotter. As an exam- 
ple, Daff told his audiences that 
theatres used to push programs un- 
der doors, but most no longer fol- 
low that practice. 

Personal letters to family heads 
were often sent out by exhibs in 
the prewar era, U exec declared, a 
habit which very few flickeries now 
follow. Daff criticized theatre man- 
agers ‘“‘who have now become exec- 
utives and sit in‘offices instead of 
mixing with their patrons in the 
theatre lobbies.” He contends that 
the managers must get to know 
their neighborhoods and customers 
again to recoup the family trade, 
“which is the vital core of every 
theatre’s business except for a few 
first-run houses depending on 
transients.” 








While Mono and Lippert are both | 


doing fiscally okay now, they saw 
considerable advantage under pres- 


ent circumstances in combining 
rather than maintaining separate 


offices and sales organizations. Lip- 
pert’s franchiseholders, who met 
last week on the proposed merger, 
felt it left 


them out on a limb. | 
however, and refused to go for it. | 


Woolley’s French Spiel 


Monty Woolley has been inked te 
do the narration in “Paris, 1900,” 
French-made pic being brought 
over to the U. S. by Arthur Mayer- 
Edward Kingsley distrib company. 

Woolley is subbing for Claude 
Dauphin, French actor originally 
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ANOTHER FINE PRODUCT OF = 
LEVER BROTHERS COMPANY =————si=«ts 





9 out of 10 Screen Stars use it— 


Lic Cis ae Lovelier!, 
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Peggy Cummins as she plays opposit 
John Dall in “Gun Crazy” 





ties, Par may plunge into strong | groups are said ‘to have expressed According to prexy Robert L. Lip-| pacted to recite the commentary 
| DuMont participation in a we’re-| readiness to have Harmon speak pert, the obstacles were too great written by critic John Mason 
here-for-good move. for them. ai to be surmounted. Brown. 

—————— — —— ——e —=3 





Here’s a proved complexion 
care! In recent Lux Toilet 
Soap tests by skin special- 
ists, actually 3 out of 4 — 
complexions became love- 
lier in a short time. 


“It’s wonderful the way 


Lux Soap facials leave skin 
softer, smoother,” says Peggy 
Cummins. “I work the rich 
fragrant lather well in, rinse, 
and then pat gently witha 
soft towel to dry.” 


Try the generous new bath 


size cake, too—so fragrant, 
so luxurious. 
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Chi Cubs’ Lush B.O. 


Attributed To 


‘Merchandising’ by Radio-TV Team 


2 





Chicago, Aug. 1. * 


While other major league base- 
ball owners are threshing around 
in pursuit of a scapegoat on which 
to blame the season's spotty at- 


tendance, which is off drastically | 
in some cities, the Chi Cubs’ 12- | 


man team goes merrily along pulling 
. in lush crowds every time the sun 
shines at Wrigley Field, the home 
park. A lot of the credit for the 


entry is heading for its third- 
straight million-plus year at the 
gate goes to the three extra men 
on the team. 

The trio isn’t on Cub owner Phil 
Wrigley’s payroll. One works for | 
a radio station and the other for 
TV stations. 
valuable to the team as a hard-| 
hitting shortstop. In fact, it’s their 
merchandising of the club via their | 
microphones that made the Cubs | 
one of the most profitable fran- 
chises in baseball despite the team 
finishing in the cellar the past two 
years and destined to a _ second- 
division berth again this session. 

Perhaps the most potent Cub 
salesmen of the trie is Bert Wilson 
who covers both home and road 
games for WIND. Besides airing 
the complete schedule over the Chi 
indie, his broadcasts of the home 
fZames are carried on 35 other sta- | 
tions scattered throughout six 


(Continued on page 36) 


NBC to Rate Its 
Own Sustainers To 


Fill Nielsen Void 


Network program execs. are 
squawking because the Nielsen rat- 
ings don’t rate sustainers but only 
five audience figures for the time 
period involved. 
serious concern to the webs be- 
cause without the ratings sales de- 


partments can’t ink bankrollers and 
programmers don’t know which 
stanzas are clicking. One net, 
NBC, is planning to project itself 
partially into the rating field. 

It’s difficult for the A. C. Niel- 





But they're about as | 


It’s a matter of | 


Mindy Sings for Army 


Mindy Carson’s 11:15 p.m. show 
on NBC has been bought by-the 


Reserve Officers Training Corps, | 
starting Aug. 17, to plug enlist-| 


ments. In one of the first late 
night sales on the net in several 
years, the armed forces will back 
the show on Tuesday, Thursday 


fact that the Chi National League | 294 Saturday. 


Show will originate in Washing- 
ton on the preem broadcast. 


Undaunted Denny 
In New Time Bid 


NBC exec 
Denny last week took the closed 
circuit speech route to appeal per- 
sonally to affiliates for additional 
network time. The previous week 
his pleas to the Station Planning 
Advisory Committee of key outlets 
got only a laconic mebbe. 

Chief point Denny made is that 
today AM needs strengthening, and 
this can be done better at the net- 
work level than on the local basis. 





He made a new pitch for the sta-| 


tions to give up their option on 
the 1-2 p.m. afternoon time, so that 


ithe web could accommodate more 
|bankrollers in the daytime. 


nas it can’t squeeze them all Puts John Crosby 
— Off Theatre Page 


At 


in, as advertisers look to before- 
dark franchises as a hedge against 
video inroads at night. 

As part of his plan, Denny wants 
to give back to the stations the 
7-7:30 p. m. time in return for get- 


ting the 7:30-8 p. m. period. CBS, 
it’s pointed out, has 7-8 p. m. as 
network time, which gives the) 


chain a strong lead-in to the after 
8 p. m. programming. With 7:30- 
8 p. m. as a network-option seg- 
ment NBC would be in a better 
position, instead of having a half- 
hour of station time interrupt its 
network schedule. 


Sales Effectiveness Of 
Radio Dead? Anything 
But, Say Seattle Users 


Seattle, Aug. 1. 
Radio has certainly not lost its 





ATLASS GROUP BUYS 
KIOA, DES MOINES 


Des Moines, Aug. 1. | 
KIOA, Mutual outlet here, has | ¢ 
‘been sold to a group headed by) 
Ralph Atlass, Chicago. Purchase | [N NEW YORK CITY 
was made by Atlass and associates | 
‘in the ownership of WLOL, Mirne- manager) born yesterday (Tues.). 


| apolis, also a Mutual station. Asso- | 








From the Production Centres 





| It’s a boy—their second child—for the Dick Packs (WNEW program 


Abe Schechter hopped to Paris Saturday (29)....Julie Bennett planes 


veepee Charles R.| 


sen organization to work up the! sales potency in Seattle, according | 
data on non-commercial shows be-|to three different users of radio 
cause affiliated stations frequently who spoke at a recent Seattle Ad- 
drop the web sustainers for local | vertising & Sales Club radio round 
commercials. Under the old! table meeting. 

Hooper system, which measured 36 | The three advertisers—Van De 
four-network cities, it was easier | Kamp Bakeries, Federal Old Line 
to get an idea of a sustainer’s rela-| Insurance and Pantorium Clean- 


tive popularity, if not a definitive | ers all credited radio with doing a 


figure, by checking what cities top job for them and their spokes- 


ciates are Charles and David Win- 
ton, both of Minneapolis; John T. 
iCarey, Chicago, and Arthur Harre, 
| Chicago. Atlass, also vice-president 


and general manager of WIND, 
Chicago, will be the major stock- 
hoider in the new company. 


Completion of sale is subject to 


approval of FCC, and application 
for such permission will be made 
within a week or 10 days. Purchase 
price was not disclosed. Although 
it is said that Des Moines represen- 
tatives would continue to serve on 
the board of directors of KIOA, 
they have not yet been named by 
Atlass. 

Present officers of the Independ- 
ent Broadcasting Co., that has 
owned and operated KIOA, include 


Harold E. Baker, president and 
general manager; John Gamble, 
secretary, and Joseph Rosenfield, 


chairman of the board of directors. 

KIOA was organized here in 1944 
and went on the air in April, 1948. 
It operates with daytime power of 
10,000 watts and nighttime power 
of 5,000 watts. 





| 


Pitt Pix Pressure 


| 
| 


| Pittsburgh, Aug. 1. 
By just a gentle suggestion and 
without applying any pressure, 
home offices of a couple of film 
companies succeeded in getting 
John Crosby’s radio and television 
column off the theatre page of the 
morning Post-Gazette. The Crosby 
| pillar had been appearing in the 
amusement section since it was 
taken on back nearly two years 
ago but is now _ permanently 
| berthed in back of the paper un- 
der the radio log. 
| Few weeks ago, Andrew Bern- 
hard, editor of P-G, got friendly 


notes from the movie outfits say- | 
ing they liked Crosby’s column im- | 


mensely but wondered if the the- 
atre department was quite the 
place for it inasmuch as Crosby 
| has been devoting most of his at- 
tention lately to television instead 
of radio and it was a well-known 
fact that lately video has been the 
movie industry’s biggest pain in 
| the neck. ° 


heard the show. 
As a result, NBC research chief 
Hugh M. Beville has been working 


'man went into detail on what pro- 


Bernhard admitted that it had 


grams are best for them and how | never occurred to him before but 
they sell goods and services. that the viewpoint was well-taken, 


on a system which will be able to | James Morris, of Federal Old. 


develop ratings on the unsponsored | _; 2 | 
shows for the web. It will involve | cine SNnenDS, ee soe ey oo | 


: : ‘ | prehensive success story on radio, | 
stations making their own tele- | P y 


at ¢ ’ relies almost en- | 
phone calls and cooperation with | all eager gy Mya 


. - 'tirely on radio for advertising and | 
Nielsen. The method is expected ages : 

. . s h 

to be less costly than the special it attributes the major share of the 


. , |credit for its phenomenal increase 
fees which Nielsen charges for | in capitalization from $2,500 to $2.- 
rating sustainers. This is around | 000,000 in 13 years to radio. How- 
$60 per program, which would | ever, L. H. Fortin, assistant man- 
come to about $1,500 weekly for! ager of Van De Kamps, said that 
the net’s 26 sustainers. their radio show, Pix-O, has in- 
creased foot traffic into their) 
stores 20% and that all but 5% of | 
these new customers bought when | 








WHOM HEARING SET | they came in fo Pix-O d 
ON N.J.-TO-N.Y. MOVE Fortin a said that this pro- | 


Washingt | ram was the most successful the | 
_ Washington, Aug. 1. | company had ever used; that re-| 
Application of WHOM, once sponse to it was immediate and 
withdrawn and subsequently rein- | ae the 29 stores in this area now 
stated, to move its main studios astribute 125,000 cards a week. 
from Jersey City to New York will | wae dons a be cee oe 
pl on . re in Jersey City | is a musical bingo game utilizing 
e an. , Commission action | pictures on the cards. It is also | 
was taken over the dissents of Sponsored by Van De Kamp in Los 
— Pe am Hennock and Angeles and has other sponsors in| 
iw ap- | other parts of the country. 
WHOM's desire to have a New | 


York identification was  tem- NAM’s VJ Anni 1-Shot 





and immediately had Crosby's posi- 
tion in the paper switched. 

Brief box appeared for few days 
on amusement page calling atten- 


tion to the fact that the Crosby | 


column would thereafter be found 
on radio page. Movie firms. addi- 
tionally thought that not only was 


TV a competitor but that Crosby’s | 


columns about it were taking up 
space that would ordinarily be de- 
voted to theatre and film news. 


Now Sheilah Graham’s column, | 


which heretofore was carried only 
occasionally, is getting a much 


| more extensive play in the P-G. 





RCA’s $20,961,000 
NET FOR 1st HALF 


RCA’s net profit for the first six 
months of 1950 almost doubled the 
company’s earnings for the entire 
year of 1949, according to a state- 
ment issued this week by RCA 
board chairman David Sarnoff. 
Company’s net for the first half of 


| 1950 totaled $20,961,600, or $1.39) 


in from Coast Sunday (6)....Alan Sands, recently writer on NBC-TV’s 
“Broadway Open House,” scripting “Johnny Olsen’s Luncheon Club” 
on ABC....Ray Vir Den, prez of Lennen & Mitchell, Coasting to the 
agency’s L.A. office....WQXR sales veepee Norman S. McGee wed 
Eileen M. Mayone (ex-WJLB, Detroit) Friday (28)....Victor Zembruski, 


polka orch leader, has worked up a two-station polka network Sunday - 


mornings over WATR, Waterbury, and WTOR, Torrington, Conn. He’s 
also heard via WAVZ, New Haven. 

WHOM this week incepts a “horn of plenty” spot campaign in six 
languages, to curb hoarding. ...Commemorating the late George Gersh- 
win’s birthday, Sept. 26, Associated Program Service is releasing special 
airers with Evelyn Knight and Vic Damone doing the composer’s tunes 

World Broadcasting Service has signed up six more banks for its 
“Forward America” series. ...Tom Collins joins “Young Widder Brown” 
Ian Martin is new “Front Page Farrell” player....NBC is mulling 
Wild Bill Hickock and Buffalo Bill stanzas for its Saturday 9:30 a.m. 
kid lineup. ...NBC’s Ed Madden heading the AM-TV committee of the 
Sister Kenny Foundation’s '50 drive. 

NBC’s John Royal cancelled out his European jaunt, returning flight 
tix at last minute....Oscar Katz, CBS’ research boss, gin-rummying 
from a bed at the Totem Lodge vacation spot while recovering from 
attack of bronchitis....Folding of Joe Koehler’s Today’s Advertising 
represented a loss of $100,000. Half of it was Koehler’s coin.... 
Frederic W. Ziv Co. has expanded its sales force with Donald Donahue 
to headquarter in Bradford, Pa., Victor J. Rickey in Appleton, Wisc., 
Al Godwin in New Orleans and C. E. Hoffman, Jr., in Kansas City.... 
WMGM sportscaster Ward Wilson celebrates 21 years in radio this 
month....ABC’s Walter Kiernan, back from vacation Monday (31), has 
moved from 3:25 p.m. to 8:55 a.m. for Philip Morris....300 Annapolis 
midshipmen will be guests of Ted Mack at his Aug. 10 “Original 
Amateur Hour” broadcast via ABC Martin Gabel back from Coast 
after working on films ‘‘M” and ‘14 Hours”....WMGM’s Ted Husing 
also returned from Hollywood, after narrating auto race scene in a 
Metro pic starring Clark Gable and Barbara Stanwyck... .William Ram- 
beau Co. to rep WHLI....Ralph Edwards arrived from Europe Sunday 
(30) and took off yesterday for the Coast....Johnny Olsen’s ABC 
“Luncheon Club” plays Illinois State Fair in Springfield Aug. 14-18, 
followed by Bob Hope for two days. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Frank Galen is tying up with CBS on a three-play writer, producer, 

director contract similar to the net’s arrangement with Cy Howard and 
Jess Oppenheimer. For years head writer for Dennis Day, he’ll create 
his own shows and put them on the air....Tom Luckenbill around for 
a few days to see what’s “exciting” in town. He made his first visit to 
Las Vegas, where Jimmy Durante “happened” to be the star attraction 
at Desert Inn. They may talk about things other than their roulette 
losses....Dave Titus, radio director, was declared unfair by AFRA. 
No member is allowed to work for him until he pays up $609 owed 
actors for an audition last March....Alan Lipscott is being feted all 
over town following his marriage to Bernadene Blaine. Irv Brecher 
gave the newlyweds a lunch at Hillcrest and sent them on their way to 
Lake Tahoe where they are honeymooning. On their return Parke Levy 
tosses them a wedding reception....Young & Rubicam’s Sig Larmon 
was in town long enough to give the Hollywood staff a pep talk and 
tell them about television’s upsurge. He returned east via Frisco.... 
| Harry Ackerman is having a new situation comedy show prepared for 
Hal Peary, which will bear his name. “Gildersleeve” title belongs to 
Kraft, which inherited it from the “Fibber & Molly” show ...Don 
Thompson and Jghn Robinson have been taken on as associate directors 
|; at NBC....Allin Slate, KIEV disk jock, wants the world to know that 
deejaying pays off fast. After two weeks on the job he says he bought 
a new convertible (for cash) and made a down payment on a home.... 
Jerry Devine, who producers “This Is Your FBI,” last week passed into 
_his 30th year,in show business. He started in pictures as the wayward son 
of Mary Carr in “Over the Hill,” just 30 years ago....Fran van Hartes- 
feldt is leaving Needham, Louis & Brorby, now that there’s only one 
show in the shop (“Gildersléeve"’), which Frank Pittman, office head, 
_will produce, 


IN CHICAGO... 


| George Biggar, director of the WLS National Barn Dance, scanning 
talent at the three-day Folk Festival in Asheville, N. C.....Herb Futran 
| bows out as scripter for the National Home Institute, radio package 
'owned by Don Searl and Jimmy Parks, to set up his own radio and 
teevee consultant outfit. The Institute, aired twice-daily six times 
|, weekly on WMAQ, has inked its second participating sponsor. Patricia 
Stevens, cosmetic firm, has ordered a thrice-weekly spot starting Sept. 
11....News commentator Paul Harvey set to moderate ABC's “Amer- 
ica’s Town Meeting of the Air’ from Duluth, Minn., next Tuesday (8) 
| ....Lloyd Burlingham will gab a five-minute three-times weekly farm 
news show on WMAQ for Capper Publications....Perry Wolff, writer- 
| producer of WBBM’s documentary series, “The Quiet Answer,” spoke 
| to the class in human engineering at the Illinois Institute of Technology 
last week....John Keys slated to move up from Chi NBC press staff to 
WMAQ-WNBQ promotion dept....WBBM is now airing late evening 
band remotes from the Aragon and Trianon ballrooms....WGN news 
_director Robert Hurleigh pinch-hitting for Fulton Lewis, Jr., on Mutual 
for two weeks....New WBBM phone quiz bankrolled by Realemon is 
/emceed by Jim Lowe with assists from singer Billy Leach....Warren 
Reinhold is new assistant chief accountant at Chi NBC... .Carroll 
_Marts, Mutual’s central division manager, back at his desk after a Ca- 
nadian vacation. ...New staff announcers at WAAF are Ray Wheat and 
| Andy James....Soprano Elaine Malbin headlines Mutual’s ‘Chicago 
Theatre of the Air’ Saturday (5)....Ernie H. Shimo, general manager 
of KMOX, St. Louis, conferring with Chi CBS execs last week.... 
Robert Kendall, Chi NBC talent sales supervisor, in St. Luke’s hos- 
pital recovering from surgery ...John Drake, WLS promotion chief, 
off for two-week vacation....Harry Ward upped to continuity accept- 
_ance editor at NBC, filling slot vacated by Robert Guilbert, who has 
joined J. Walter Thompson's Chi office....Bill Bailey bows out as 
emcee of WLS Barn Dance to freelance. 


WERE Cooks With Gas 


Cleveland, Aug. 1. 
In the first move of its kind, 2 








Maurice Gaffney Dies 


Maurice L. Gaffney, 46, sales 





porarily shelved while the station 
Was negotiating to acquire the 
50kce facilities of WINS in New 
York from the Crosley Broadcast- 
ing Co. The transaction was 
dropped following protests by 
WINS employees against being 
changed into a foreign language 
station and fears that most of its 


National Assn. of Manufacturers 
has bought a one-shot on ABC for 
8-8:30 p.m. on Aug. 14, to mark the 
fifth anniversary of V-J Day. 

Titled “Industry Mobilizes—a 
Report to the People,” it will take 
a rolleall on production facilities 
in view of industrial mobilization 





staffers would lose their jobs. 


for Korea. 


per sha f as presentations director of ABC, 
re of common stock, as/| qa; : ‘ 
‘compared with $10,122,049 for | jew suddenly in N. Y. Thursday 
| 1949, equal to 61c per share. (27) after a heart attack. 
P RCA’s total gross profit for the| Gaffney joined ABC in 1946, af- 
rst half of this year amounted to ter seven years with CBS, three of 
$248,784,958, as compared to $187,-| which were wilt Citinintale cabal 


257,987 for 1949. Statement, as_ ‘ 
usual, did not break down the earn-| Presentations department. He is 


ings of the various subsidiary com- | Survived by his wife and four chil- 
panies, including NBC, | dren, 











public utility has signed sponsor- 
ship of sports events. The East 
Ohio Gas Co. will sponsor the 
Cleveland Browns’ 18 grid games 
in the National League over WERE 
with Bob Neal, station’s sports edi- 
tor and promotion manager, at the 
mike. 

East Ohio now has the Louise 
Winslow TV stanza on WNBK. 
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Borscht With a Format 


Around CBS the new slogan is: 
The network considers it of unusual significance that the 

‘most likely to succeed” in the fall 
“Songs For 
These are the shows that have enlisted as emcees Jan 
respectively—comics that in the past 


format,’ 
two major summertime entries * 
sponsoring sweepstakes are 

Mate.” 


Murray and Joey Adams, 


“Give the ‘Borscht Boys’ a 


Sale” and “Rate Your 


have been identified with Borscht Belt enterprises as well as top 


nitery-vaude dates. 


The fact that Columbia has opened. up a whole new show biz 
career for such esoteric comics through the simple expedient of 
latching them on to a format is expected to spark a new trend in 


_radio programming. 








Paley Laughs Last as Ed Murrow 
Grabs Off Plenty Sponsors for CBS 


The old bromide “what a differ- + 


NBC Malls ‘Army Hour,’ 


ence a few weeks can make” was 
perhaps never more applicable as 
in the case of Ed Murrow, CBS’ ace 
war reporter and analyst, who last 
week grabbed off his fifth regional 
sponsor, Procter & Gamble. Only 
a month ago, Murrow and Co- 
Jumbia were bemoaning their fate, 
following Campbell Soup's 
(Franco-American) cancellation of 
Murrow on the grounds that the 
commentator wasn’t selling spa- 
ghetti. 

Campbell Soup, which checked 
out of the Murrow segment after 
months of unsuccessful efforts to 
retain the 7:45 to 8 p.m. period for 
a musical show, even threatening 
to also cancel out on its “Club 15” 
unless Bill Paley yielded to its de- 
mands, last week reappraised the 
situation. Reports were that the 
Campbell clan was far from happy 
over its decision to vacate Murrow, 
who, currently in Tokyo, has be- 
come one of the hottest commodi- 
ties on the network. 

Paley, recalling the months of 
wrangling with the Campbell peo- 


ple and his firm refusal to yank | 


Murrow out of the 7:45 slot, spon- 
sor or no sponsor, recognizes that 
he’s got the last laugh. 

P & G bought Murrow on behalf 
of its Tide product for 31 stations 
in the midwest and midsouth. In 


addition, the commentator is spon- | 


sored by Amoco along the eastern 
seaboard; Hamm Brewery in the 
north central States, and Peter 
Paul and Quaker State Oil sharing 
sponsorship on the Coast. 

What particularly intrigues CBS 


about the whole new setup is that. 


there is no 15% full net discount 
for single coast-to-coast sponsor- 
ship as in the case of Campbell. 


ABC's 3-In-] 
News Package 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 

ABC is now selling its newscast- 
ers in “layers.” Three for the price 
of one is being baited to one or 
three sponsors, with the trio airing 
simultaneously with their own 
scripts. 

Net’s idea is to sell the newsmen. 
in sections where they are known) 
and have a following. Bob Garred 
would retail the news west to Den- 
ver, where a midwestern newscast- 
er would carry the ball as far as 
Chicago. John Daly 
would take the line to the Windy 
City. Neapolitan effect has the 





advantage of being sold either indi-. the minds of time buyers. Conse- 


vidually and sectionally or across 
the land in a nightly quarter-hour 
niche, 


TEXACO AGAIN SIGNS 





TO SPONSOR METOP 


m met 


on selling “results.” 





‘Man Behind Gun’ Revivals 


NBC is talking to military of- 
ficialS in Washington about reviv- 
ing “The Army Hour,” which it 
aired on Sunday afternoons during 
World War II. However, new ver- 
sion would be called “The Defense | 
Hour” and would cover all serv- 
ices—land, sea and air. 

Web is also considering reprise 
of “The Man Behind the Gun,” 
which had been beamed by CBS 
during the war, and is*confabbing 
with Bill Robson on bringing the 
stanza to NBC, 





Trammell Hollers 


| down, 


RADIO SLUGGERS- THEN & NOW’ 





“BATTLE OF (IF BARD RWG Blowup Threatened in Politica 
FAA TISAPPFARS, Show of Hands Over Anti-Commie 
’ Proposal; Welbourn Kelly Resigns 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


NBC’s revival of the 1937 John. 
Barrymore Shakespéarean radio 
series, via recorded  playbacks, 
starting tomorrow night (Thurs.), 
throws the spotlight on a “then 
and now” situation as regards ra- 
dio showmanship. 

Radio veterans recall the “Bat- 
tle of the Bards” back in ’37 when 
ABC and CBS were slugging it out 
on the Shakespearean front in the 
same Monday night opposition 
time slots. In turn they deplore the 
fact that ‘“the-show’s-the-thing”’ 
elements that attended the knock- 
dragout fights of the late 
’30’s, that contributed toward some 
solid feats of showmanship, are 
missing from the scene today. 

While the NBC vs. CBS rivalry 
is as intense, if not more so, than 
ever, today it’s been replaced by 
the “Battle for Billings’ with even 


‘the jockeying for top talent over 


the past couple of seasons having 
its roots in financial manipulations 
rather than in outwitting the rival 
camp with showmanship pyrotech- | 
nics. | 


Showmanship Slugfest 


Announcement of the Barrymore 
Bard reprise recalls how, in the 
days when John Royal was veeping 
the NBC program dept., the two, 


| networks were going at it tooth 


and nail in an intellectual slugfest | 
on the Shakespearean front. It 
was back in the era of the John 


'Gielgud - Maurice Evans - Leslie | 


| Howard fanfare, when all show biz | 


Uncle; Big Town’ 
Stays on Tuesdays 


Before Niles Trammell, NBC’s 
board chairman and star salesman, 
left last week for Canadian climes 
on his annual fishing expedition, 
he let it be known to Sullivan, 
Stauffer, Colwell & Bayles, agency 
on the Lever Bros. “Big Town” ac- | 
count, that the heat was off in try- 
ing to yank the show out of its 
Tuesday night at 10 period. 


NBC wanted the time in order to | 
build up a solid comedy sequence 
‘on Tuesday. With Bob Hope re- 
turning to the 9 o’clock niche and | 
Fibber & Molly to 9:30, the web | 
had planned putting the Alice Faye: | 
Phil Harris show in at 10. How- | 
ever, SSC&B said “no dice,” threat- 
ening to scram the network if-“Big | 
Town” was dispossessed. 

NBC apparently thought the, 
whole matter over, with last week’s 
resultant notice to the agency that 
the show won't be disturbed. 


WIP’s Ben Gimbel Agrees 
_ Ratings Lose That Prized | 
Look; Offers Case in Point ' 


Editor. VARIETY: 

Your piece in the July 19 issue. 
“Ratings Lose That Prized Look” | 
did my heart good. 

Three years ago, WIP recognized 
the confused rating picture and the 
pursuant uncertainty growing in 





quently, we discontinued subscrib- | 
ing to any rating service, (we had 
used all of them with the excep- 
tion of Nielsen), and concentrated 
After all. 


that’s what counts. 

We have had shows with less | 
than a “2” rating which have been 
on the air consistently for five 


Texaco signed on Monday (31) to years. As a case in point, one retail 


back the ‘Metropolitan Opera 


broadcasts on ABC for another sea-_‘ 


son, starting in October. In addi- 
tion to-the regular Saturday aft- 
ernoon music dramas, it’s likely 
the oil outfit will also back the 
opening night of the season for 
televising on the web, as it did last | 
year. It may also pick up the tab 
for a trio of special opera telecasts 
during the year. 

ABC will also reprise the “Met- 
one Opera Auditions of the 
Ait," 


account with a rating of “1” did 
so well (they were using 15-min- | 
utes Monday through Friday) that 
they bought another strip. Obvi- 
ously. if the show hadn’t sold mer- | 
chandise, they wouldn't have 
stayed on, much less bought an- 
other piece of time. P.S.; just re- 
newed for another year! 

If was a great source of satisfac- 
tion to me that VARIETY was in ac- | 
‘cord with my thinking. 

Benedict Gimbel, Jr., | 
President, WIP, | 
Philadelphia. i 


| Shakespeare, 


| dith teeing it off with “Hamlet.” 


| more out of his cups. 


'new phase in the Barrymore ca- 


/and Margaret O’Brien. 


was crying “The British Are Com-| 
ing.” It was at that point that 


'CBS’ Bill Paley decided to meet 


the invaders with some home-made 
triumphantly an- 
“the first Shakespearean 
with Burgess Mere- 


nouncing 
radio series,” 


CBS set aside the cream Monday 


|night 9 to 10 period (which later 


became the permanent home of, 
“Lux Radio Theatre.’’) 

The announcement sent Royal 
and NBC into a tizzy. Practically 
dating back to 1929, NBC had been | 


'on a Bard binge, giving at least 60 


performances of Shakespeare’s | 


_plays (on the then Blue skein of | 


the network). That Paley “first | 
time” announcement really burned 
up the NBC contingent. | 

In retaliation Royal went after) 
| Barrymore. It was no easy task, | 
|for it was in the era when the) 


| Profile was at his lowest ebb. It! 


meant, too, literally taking Barry- | 
But the deal 
was wrapped up in time to slot) 
Barrymore in the same Monday 9 
to 10 period, also in “Hamlet,” on 
the same night (June 24, 1937) as 
Meredith. The “Battle of the’ 
Bards” was decided in a few min- | 
utes. It was the beginning of a 


reer. 

Paley in turn began a campaign | 
to recruit top literary figures and 
_ organizations to back his series, his | 
mailing pieces taking swipes at the | 
“vulgar distortions” of the NBC | 
| presentations. But the damage to 


(Continued on page 36) 


NBC STILL ENVISIONS | 
POWELL AS IRATE POP, 


NBC still wants William Powell | 
to play an_irate father and is talk- 
ing to the” pic actor for a parental | 
role in “Meet Me in St. Louis,” 
which the web will put into the | 
Sunday 9:30 p.m., slot with Peggy | 
Ann Garner starred. Powell had _ 
been cast as raging-yet-loving papa | 
in “My Mother’s Husband,” which | 
was yanked from that Sunday pe- | 
riod after the interests of Clarence | 
Day, author of “Life With Father,” 
initiated legal action. Hn yragelll 
was also localled in St. Louis.) 

“St. Louis,” based on the Sally | 
Benson short stories which ap- 
peared in the New Yorker, is a 
Baron Polan package. 
ized by Metro with Judy Garland 
Radio ver- | 
sion is expected to move into the 





| 10:30 p.m. Sunday period which 


Pet milk vacates in the fall. 


| cross-the-board morning 


| directors, 





Ray Bolger Auditioned 
For NBC Morning Show 


Ray Bolger, star of- ‘“‘Where’s 
Charley?” on Broadway, is being 
auditioned this week by NBC pro- 
gram veepee Charles Barry for a 
stanza. 
The dancer-singer, getting his own | 
radio series for the first time, 
would be starred in a variety show. 


If the audition waxer clicks, | 
| Bolger may be primed to compete | 


with CBS’ Arthur Godfrey. 





Dan O'Shea, Key 


Selznick Topper, 
Wooed by CBS 


Huddling of CBS brass. with 
Daniel T. O’Shea, former David ' 
O. Selznick No. 1 exec., is cue- 


ing considerable speculation in| 
would be for the network or its 
subsidiary Columbia Records en- 
terprise is problematical. 
radio-pix circles. In some well- 
informed quarters it’s reported 
that Columbia prexy Frank Stan-| 
ton is eyeing O’Shea for a top 
echelon berth, but whether that | 
As Selznick’s chief aide, O’Shea | 
has been generally recognized as' 
the person responsible for solidify- | 


ing the Selznick talent roster. His | 
| contributions on the pix-TV liaison 


front, it’s recognized, would be of 
inestimable value to CBS. 

With several veepee vacancies 
occurring on the CBS board of 
an O’Shea deal would 
probably give him a directorate 


| ranking. 


Gulf Yens Thurs. Night 
NBC-AM Slot for ‘People’ 
To Wind Simulcast Split 


Now that the Gulf-sponsored 
“We, the People” is no longer a 
simulcast, 
versions getting distinct production | 
treatment the radio show now has | 





,a documentary-type format, the | 
/sponsor is moving to make the. 


break final and irrevocable. 
Gulf has put in a bid for Thurs- 


'day night at 10 on NBC for the | 
| radio edition instead of the Friday | 
| 8:30 period, where both the AM 
and TV shows are being heard in | 


competition with one another. 
Thursday at 10 went on the sus- 
| taining list when Chesterfield can- 
celled out the Perry Como show. 
Chesterfield’s “sister-cigaret,” Fa- 


|tima, sponsors “Dragnet” at 10:30 | 


Thursdays, but the client is mov- 
ing the show up an hour. to 9:30 to 
precede Gulf's “People.” 

CBS had hoped to lure the Fa- 
tima business away from NBC. 
Prior to “Dragnet” sponsorship, 
' the client was represented on CBS 
| by the ill-fated “Tales of Fatima.” 


WRIGHT T0 WPAT 





AS NEW GEN. MGR. 


Paterson, N. J., Aug. 1. 

Dickens J. Wright, general man- 
ager of WICC, Bridgeport, today | 
(Tues.) took over as general man- | 
ager of WPAT here. His appoint- | 
ment is in line with prexy Richard | 
Drukker’s expansion plans. 

As part of the indie’s expansion, 
Herman Bess wa§ brought in last | 
year as vice-president in charge of 


last month. 


Wright had previously been with : 


ABC network sales, CBS’ Radio 
Sales and WMGM and WMCA, 


‘N.Y. 


with the AM and TV | 


+ In a move that threatens the 


|unity of the Radio Writers Guild 
l'on the eve of negotiations with 
|agencies and sponsors, Welbourn 
Kelley has resigned as an alternate 
council member of the _ union’s 
eastern region. Kelley is scripter 
for “Grand. Ole Opry,” “Chamber 
|Musie Society of, Lower’ Basin 
| Street” and MGM Radio Attrac- 
| tions. Move may force a blowup 
|in. the RWG, which is part of the 
Authors League of America. 
| The action is expected to cue a 
flock of such resignations. In the 
wake of Kelley’s checkout, it was 
| learned that Daisy Amoury, an- 
other Council member, had also 
tendered her resignation. Exiting of 
James Stabile as exec secretary of 
RWG is also considered likely. 

Kelley’s exit came after the east- 
ern region council last week re- 
fused to vote for or against a reso- 
lution he proposed to support the 
| government in Korea. It asked 
the RWG to urge the ALA to of- 
fer to the U. S. government “the 
League’s fullest cooperation in any 
capacity in whieh the League or its 
Guilds may be of service. 

When the council sought to 
| avoid the hot potato by refusing to 
| vote pro or con On Kelley’s motion, 
'he resigned. “Finding myself as- 
sociated with a body which has re- 
|fused to vote for or against co- 
| Operation with the Government of 
the U. S.,” he stated, “in that Gov- 


(Continued on page 32) 


CBS Veepees For 
Heller, Underhill? 


The CBS board of directors 
meets today (Wed.) for their regu- 
lar monthly session, and expecta- 
tions are that two new veepees will 
be designated. Most prominently 
mentioned for the v.p. chevrons 
are Robert P. Heller, executive pro- 
ducer of AM programming in the 
east, and Charles Underhill, who 
holds down a similar role in TV. 

CBS has been minus two veepees 
since the resignation of Howie 
pro saconerag as personnei director of 
the web, and the deal negotiated by 
| Harry Ackerman whereby the lat- 
ter turned in his stripes to acquire 
an equity in programming he de- 
| velops for the webs. 


‘TOP COIN T0 DAILIES 
FOR CBS PROMOTION 


| Stepped up competition among 
the networks for audiences when 
the big league shows return from 
their summer hiatuses is indicated 
by CBS’ heavy promotional cam- 
paign unfolded at & two-day pro- 
gram promotion managers’ clini¢ 
at the Waldorf in N. Y. this week. 

Columbia’s fall drive, which 
starts Aug. 28. will represent one 
of the biggest allocations ever 
made by a web for newspaper and 
magazine space. John Cowden, 














general manager of the program 


promotion dept., told the group of 
105 representatives from 80 sta- 
tions that 39 different ads would be 
inserted in 220 papers with a total 
circulation of 35,000,000. Web will 
also use eight half-page ads in each 
of five successive issues of Look, 
plus three pages for daytime radio. 
All ads have a uniform format to 





give them a CBS identification. 
Describing the on-the-air cam- 
paign promotion director Charles 
| Oppenheim played recordings of 
sample courtesy announcements, 
| featuring the net’s star, and net- 
work identification jingles. Many 
of the plugs are being angled to 


It was film- sales and programming. Bess died disk jockeys and femme gabbers, 


| he said, because of their high local 
followings. 

Louis Hausman, ad-sales promo- 
tion director, detailed the general 
| objectives of the push. 
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KOREAN WAR ROUNDUP 
With Everett Holles, Maj. George 
* Fielding Eliot, Les Higbie, Wal- 
ter Simmons, John Denson, Ed 
Hoffman . 
Producer: Arthur Feldman 
30 Mins.; Wed. (26), 8 p.m. 
Sustaining 
MBS, from New York ; 
Mutual wrapped up a timely, 
comprehensive report stanza in 
this show which had correspond- 
ents in Washington, New York and | 
Tokyo swap questions and informa-' 
tion on a three-way hookup over 
9,000 miles, Everett Holles intro-| 
duced the participants and kept | 
the triangular conversation run- 
ning smoothly. With him in 
Gotham was military analyst | 
George Fielding Eliot, while Les 
Higbie aired the Washington 
queries. Bob Stewart, MBS chief 
in Tokyo, rounded up three men 
who’d recently been at the Korean 
fronts—Walter Simmons of MBS 
and the Chicago Tribune, John 
Denson of Collier’s and Ed Hoff-| 
man of Acme News. 


The give-and-take was informed, 
succinct and up-to-the-minute, cov- 
ering questions such as the gueril- 
las, the overall strategic picture, 
handling of the press, etc. What 
was also interesting was the ques- 
tions which the Tokyo men threw 
at the correspondents in the states. 


Some brief comment by some of 
the reporters who were under fire 
gave the coverage a good personal 
note. And humor wasn’t lacking, 
as when the men in Asia said the 
only Australian forces, they’d seen 
recently in Japan was an Aussie on 
a motorcycle with a girl on the 
back end. They also said that one 
thing needed most was flea pow-| 
der—‘“even the generals have 
them.” 

“Roundup” has since been given 
_a regular berth on Monday eve-| 
nings. Bril. | 





| 


GREAT ORCHESTRAS OF THE 
WORLD 
With Frank Gervasi; Dick Driscoll, | 
announcer; Vienna Philharmonic, ' 
guest orch 
Producer: European Cooperation 
Administration 
60 Mins.; Sun., 11 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WNEW, New York 
“Great Orchestras of the World” | 
is a European Cooperation Ad-| 
ministration transcribed _ series | 
which is being offered cuffo to 
indie stations in this sueney. | 
WNEW is airing it in Gotham, 
with WNYC-FM and WQXR to fol- 
low shortly. 
The airer, somewhat similar to | 
“This Is Europe” on Mutual, de-| 
votes each broadcast to one coun- 





ALL AROUND THE TOWN 
With Mary and Harry Hickox, 
Russ Stewart, others ; 
Producer; Wally Ramsey 
30 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 9:45 a.m. 
Participating 
KFI, Hollywood 
This half-hour stint. “which has 
been holdings its own for three 
years on the West Coast, has 
stepped up interest by introducing 
the Couple of the Week. The 
couple whose popularity shows 


win the 


awards. The prizes are giveaways, 


|which from here in may be harder | 


to get—especially the electric ap- 
pliances, television _ sets, 
and candies. Couple’s story is 
sandwiched in between several 
short commercials plugging Fab, 
Ajax, Blue Bonnet Margarine and 
others contracted on a 52-week 
basis, and a few recordings of 
music appropriate to the story of 
the couple being interviewed. 


Show on Monday (24) caught a 
couple named Alice and Frank 


'Scully who had been nominated | were top-drawer. 


by Adele Clifton who played “No, 
No Nanette” in Paris and on the 
road in America years ago. Pair 
turned out to be VARIETY’s mugg 
and Mme. Scully and the inter- 
viewers keyed their music to the 
fact that the Scullys had recently 
had a fifth baby and were coming 


out soon with a new book. Songs | 


in consequence were “I Found a 
Million Dollar Baby,” Durante 


singing “The Day I Read a Book” | 


and “You Must Have Been a Beau- 
tiful Baby.” 

Pair told their story from their 
meeting on the Riviera, “the only 
Americans who didn’t meet in a 
bar Americain,” to their home life 
at Bedside Manor, Hollywood. In- 
terviewers wanted the story .of 
how Scully came to write “Fun in 
Bed” and an explanation of its 
continued popularity. Mugg 
guessed people bought in the hope 
of getting something naughty only 
to find that it made them look for- 
ward to their next cold. 


If Scully missed a cue Mary or 


Harry Hickox covered nicely and | 


when they found that his next 
book was called “Behind the Fly- 
ing Saucers” they sensed a hot 
lead and went after the inside 
story until time ran out and they 
had to cut to a fast finish. Alice 


|Scully got run over from all di-| easy-going 


rections, being too far away from 
the mike. Her voice and slight 
Scandinavian accent would have 
enriched the program if given 
more chance. Mugg promised to 


ADVANCE RELEASE 
(‘Daisy Discovers America’) 
With Ella Logan, Sheldon Leonard, 
Lou Bring orch, others 
Writer-director: Charlie Isaacs 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 8:30 p.m. 
NBC, New York 
As the third im a series of eight 
previews of possible fall shows 
‘'NBC’s “Advance Release” un- 
veiled “Daisy Discovers America” 
‘Thursday (27). Comedy format 
‘starred Ella Logan in a half-hour 





|sufficient staying power may then qgramatic mel that included 
Couple of the Month | nC A wal 


|several songs. 


Script was 
|'Scotswoman 


woven around a 
(Miss Logan) who 


radio¢g’ arrived in New York enroute to 


Pittsburgh. She wound up on the 
George Washington bridge and 
halted -traffie by chanting a couple 
of tunes. Seized by the gendarmes, 
the songstress was hailed before 


a sympathetic judge who dismissed | 


the case. 
| 


| Miss Logan’s vocal contributions 
such as “America, I Love You” 
and “Sunny Side of the Street” 
But their musi- 
cal excellence wasn’t enough to 
offset an inane script sprinkled 
\with corny gags. What this airer 
needs is fresher and more original 
\ humor. Gilb 


PPPS OSeSeleee¢t ov ¢¢e 


Radio Followup 


“9-44-4004 04464664406 064646465 


Arthur Godfrey is off on his 
| vacation again and Robert Q. Lewis 
|is back to fill in—and doing a good, 
workmanlike job at it. This marks 





‘the fourth consecutive year that | 


the CBS comedian has replaced 


|Godfrey on the latter’s hour-and- | 


/a-quarter morning strip, which 


makes it almost a career in itself. | 


He’s in for eight weeks, having 
| started Monday .(31), and judging 
from. the show that day, Godfrey’s 
audience won’t be disappoinnted 
|at the pinch-hitting. As in past 
| years, in fact, the replacement job 
|should help further Lewis’ own 
career. 


As in the past, Lewis is working 
with the full Godfrey cast, includ- 
| ing vocalists Janette Davis and Bill 
'Lawrence, the Chordettes and 
|Mariners, announcer Tony Marvin 
| and Archie Bleyer’s orch. Monday’s 
|show carried the same spirit of 
informality that has 
| been Godfrey’s trademark, with 
| Lewis adding some touches of his 
| own, such as his zany monolog on 
|“G’lulu, the Gnu.” He was guilty 
| several times of playing too much 


;come back and talk more about to his studio audience, apparently 


Wednesday, August 2, 1950 


on NBC last Thursday night (27) 


“in-person” associates who have 
medicine and science, presented 


listening world. 





tempts to fight cancer with peacetime radioactive atoms. 
the three previous stanzas, Bob Hope as the curious, average citi- 
zen seeking enlightenment; William Laurence, science expert of the 
N. Y¥. Times (who along with Fred Friendly, producer and writer 
of the series, rate deep bows for their contributions), and in the 


Atom Activates Radio 


Windup of the four-part “The Quick and the Dead” atom series 


was devoted to the bold new at- 
As in 


parlayed atom knowledge with 
a half-hour word picture, to the 


public that was both fascinating and revealing. 

Perhaps it lacked the dramatic suspense of the previous chap- 
ters, since unfortunately terror and annihilation lend themselves 
to more exciting fare, but ending the series on the constructive 
powers of this scientific achievement certainly held forth hope to a 


NBC, through this series, has once more shown that documen- 
taries can be both valuable and exciting. 
merits the widest possible circulation, through repeats, recordings 


“Quick and the Dead” 


both for the home and school, and should certainly inspire new 


efforts on the part of radio (and TV) to delve into numerous other 
scientific advances and present them as dramatically. 


Rose. 








MUSIC UNDER THE STARS 
With Bill Pickett, Joy Joplin, 
WHAS chorus and orch, Bob 
Hutsell 
| Director: Bob Flournoy, announcer | 
| Writer-director: Pete Katz 
| 30 Mins.; Fri., 7:30 p.m. 
WHAS, Louisville 
Powerful voiced station of local 
newspapers Courier-Journal and} 
| Louisville Times is lending an as- 
sist to publicize the summer mu- 
sicals now current at Iroquois Am- 
phitheatre. Made possibly by fi- 
nancial support of Retail Mer- 
'chants Assn. in cooperation with 


WHAS this once-a-week _ series 
should be infiuential in bringing 
| ticket buyers from a wide area. 
At show caught pitch was made for 
theatre lovers from as far distant 
as Indianapolis and Covington, Ky. 
| (over 100 miles in each instance), 
to make the trip to Louisville and 
| gander the productions, in what 
| was descrébed as “the most beauti- 
| ful outdoor theatre in the United 
| States.” 


Backgrounded by a full orch, 
‘led by Bob Hutsell, soloists Bill 
Pickett and Joy Joplin, assisted by 
mixed chorus, gave out with top- 
notch renditions of’ numbers from 
“Bloomer Girl,’ current week's 
bill, and other numbers which fit 
nicely-into the format. 

Teeoff was the rousing “Okla,” 
voiced by baritone Pickett and the 
choristers, followed by soloing of 
“The Eagle and Me” by Pickett. 
Next “Dark Eyes,” given full or- 
chestral treatment. Joy Joplin, new 
voice on the station, showed a wide 
range and full bodied tones in her 





SCHEFF’S SPECIAL 
With Walter Scheff, Frank 


D’Ar- 
mond ‘ 


|40 Mins., Mon.-through-Fri., 6:20 


p.m. 
Sustaining 
WPTR, Albany 
Entertainment level for WPTR 
rockets when the microphone is 


| opened for Walter Scheff’s singing. 


Baritone, featured in. downstairs 
Rose Lounge of Ten Eyck Hotel, 
had been doing a disk jockey-inter- 
view program from there, with 
only snatches of vocals. New show 
combines numbers by Scheff, piano 
solos by Frank D’Armond (station 
musical director and accompanist) 
and records. The latter, carefully 
selected, fill out the 40 minutes, 
but it’s the warbling which puts 
feature in top class. Give Scheff 
an orchestra half the size of the 
one which D’Armond led when 
Schine-owned outlet debuted two 
years ago, and it would have a Big 
Time origination. 

Former member of Fred War- 
ing’s Pennsylvanians and _ later 
principal in ‘“Finian’s Rainbow,” 
Scheff possesses the finest baritone 
which any Capital District station 
has been privileged to air in some- 
time. Resonant and rangy, meti- 
culously trained and beautifully 
controlled, it is a joy to catch. Ap- 
peal to women and to men should 
be great. No one in this section 
has interpreted the “South Pacific” 
score, for instance, in a manner 
which equals Scheff’s. Most of the 
numbers on opening programs 
were standards, spirituals or pops. 
D’Armond provides steady accom- 
paniment and strokes the ivories 
surely in classicals (like “Warsaw 


* ai ot — 
A 








|his Saucerian scoop in September | forgetting there are no TV cameras 
;when Holt releases the book. It/trained on him for the daytime 
;would help the program if he| stanza, but otherwise he projected 
learned what a cue was and/ expertly to the home listeners. 


try’s music. On the preem Sunday 
(30) the nation saluted was Austria, 
with the Vienna Philharmonic 
under Prof. Rudolf Moralt fea- 


Concerto,” own arrangement) and 
more-familiars. He would do well 
to speak up in brief exchanges 


singing of “Right As the Rain,” 
supported by the’orch and ®ehorus. 
Other tune from the current 


tured. The symphonic group, one 
of the world’s finest, offered a well- 
balanced program, including two 
classics, Mozart’s “Eine Kleine 
Nachtmusik” and Schubert’s Fifth 
Symphony, and a modern work, | 
Franz Schmidt’s ‘“Zwischenspiel | 
Aus Notre Dame.” 

Theme of the airer was that 
there are no boundaries in the 
world of good music. Intermission 
commentary was by correspondent 
Frank Gervasi, reporting on the 
Marshall Plan. This was done via 
detailing the effect of ECA aid on 
the life of a 90-year-old — 

ril. 





EMILY BARTON AND 
' FLOYD BUICK 
Producer: Bill Sweeney 
30 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 9:30 a.m. 
Participating 
KRFC, San Francisco 

The home economics pitch 
stands out in this man-and-woman 
chatter routine. Unique angle is 
that persona@ities here are not a 
married couple but two independ- 
ent radio entities who manage to 
dovetail their respective interests 


|and a pass to a brace of dinners 


stopped running over other peo-, 
ple’s dialog. 

Couple left: with their arms) 
loaded with roses, candy, a/ 
Packard Bell radio, a waffle iron 


at A Bit of Sweden. 


STRATTON VIEWS THE NEWS 
With Samuel S. Stratton 

15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 6:45 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WSNY, Schenectady : 

This 250-watter takes top place 
among all-size Capital District sta- 
tions in authoritative commen- 
taries on the Korean situation, via | 
Samuel Stratton, instructor in poli- 
tical science at Union College and | 
Schenectady city councilman. No/| 
one heard on area originations has | 
his background for analysis of the | 
hottest news story in the past five | 
years; some of the better known 
net-workers do not approach it. 

Stratton. served with a post-war 
commission to the Far East after 
duty as a Navy officer and civilian 
assignment in Washington. He ob- 
viously speaks with knowledge that 
does not come from the reading of 








and present an effective inter- 
change of ideas, experiences and 
activities. Range covers such var- 
ied subject matter as home decora- 
tion, daily meal plan, fashions and 
materials and rearing of children. 

In addition, Emily  Barton’s 
“Travel Diary” and Floyd Buick’s 
“Shoe-Leather Philosophy” are 
given free play, supplemented by 
well-spotted interviews with celeb- 
rities. The conversation is easy, in- 
formative and even gay, with both 
Miss Barton and Buick indicating 
wide radio savvy and quick adapt- 


books or wire service reports; he 
| understands Korea and its place in 
| the broader Asiatic picture, as well 
as the Washington scene. 


Educator-office holder is frank: 
, realistic, perceptive and hard hit- 
ting. On one shot caught, he warn- 
ed of the difficulties which the 
United States faces in Korea, even 
| if it should, after a long period, 
\drive the Communist-led forces 
| back of the 38th Parallel. This is 


} 


Also as in previous years, Lewis 
has retained the full complement 
of Godfrey’s daytime sponsors and 
they too should be pleased with the 
fill-in. Comedian has a sure, deft 
touch with the commercials and, 
since his plugs follow Godfrey’s 
informal style of delivery, they’ll 
probably do as good a selling job. 


NBC’s “We, the People” last 
week ended its simulcasting in 
favor of separate shows on AM 
and TV—although both remain in 





ithe same 8:30 p.m. Friday period. 


The radio airer Friday (28) was 
sub-titled “Hot Spots of the World” 
and dealt with “the face of the 
enemy — Communism.” The aim 
was that of a documentary and it 
aired the voices of three American 
journalists, William Atwood, David 
Perlman and Seymour Freiden, 
who recounted stories of atrocities 
and gangsterism in Vienna. The 
bulk of the program was given 
over to dramatizations of some 
espionage and counter-espionage 
yarns. . 


Basically it was a 30-minute anti- 
Red pitch with producer-emcee Dan 
Seymour and the correspondent in- 
dicting the Russians. While the 
stanza’s anti-Commie theme linked 
the episodes dramatized, the in- 
dividual segments: failed as enter- 
tainment. They added up to too 
much didacticism, and lacked the 
| human interest of the show’s previ- 
|ous angling or the solid suspense 
of a straight adventure series. 








‘TOP TUNES 


With Gene O’Haire, Jr. 


| basically the problem of convincing | 
| the “poverty-stricken populace” ne | 25 Mins.; Tues,-Thurs.-Sat., 7:05 
p.m. 


that country, and of Asia generally 


ability for spontaneous gabbing. | the democratic way of life holds 


General tone is one of maturity | 
and good judgment in choice of|nism h 
subject matter. Both sound, and | give 
are in fact, authentic. Voices are | ; 
ood; Buick’s slight British accent | 
as. a pleasing appeal. 
Participating sponsorship 


Stratton, who first did a series of 
Sunday night commentaries over 
is| WPTR, Albany, has improved his 





broad, from hosiery, laundry serv- 
ice and hearing aids, to milk, 
household items, food specialties 
_and insurance. Show caught had 
three commercials, none of them 
overdone in time or impact. This 
_is a competent piece of rad‘ ~i- 


| technique with more regular air- 
ings. His voice is still twangy and 
slightly hard, but the material and 
presentation cancel this out. 
Scripts represent sound if not bril- 
liant craftsmanship. WSNY can 





ness. Ted. 
BFC Bee KGa cs 


take a bow with Stratton, sustain- 
ing or Commercial, Jaco, 


tA 


Sustaining 


is | WPTR, Albany 


“Top Tunes,” based on weekly 
_selection surveys by VARIETY, of- 
'fers a wide range of listenable 
| transcribed-recorded numbers. Pro- 
|gram is pleasingly anounced by 
Gene O’Haire, Jr., son of a long- 
time top WGY miker, now in busi- 
ness here. Young man _ possesses 
one of the better area voices, al- 
though he might work for more 
color and pace. 

* VaRIETY is credited in sign-on 
for tunes turntabled, 


s 





Jaco. 


“Bloomer Girl” included “Eva- 
lina.” Joy Joplin added spice to 
the show with a full-voiced profes- 
sional delivery of “My Hero” 
from Chocolate Soldier, last week’s 
bill. Here again the chorus and 
orch came through with sharp sup- 
port to register solidly. 

Rounding out the lineup of fave 
musical tunes which were well 
routined was “Holiday for Strings,” 
which gave the violin section a 
nice opportunity, and “I'll See You 
Again” from the Noel Coward mu- 
sical of several years ago “Bitter 
Sweet.” As a finale, several num- 
bers were reprised, which gave the 
airing a neat production touch, and 
kept it well in the mood. 

Airing of highlights from pro- 
ductions at Iroquois Amphitheatre 
is a natural attention getter, and 
WHAS is to be commended for its 
cooperation in underwriting the 
expense of this air production, to- 
gether with the local Retail Mer- 
chant’s Assn. Pete Katz, WHAS 
staffer, handled the writer-director 
chore, and turn in a keen job. 

Wied, 


DPA BID FOR MEX 
CHANNELS DENIED 


Washington, Aug. 1. 

The long fight of the Daytime 
Petitioner’s Assn. to have six 
Mexican 1-A channels made eligi- 
ble for nighttime operation in the 
United States was finally decided 
last week by the Commission—in 
the negative. By a memorandum 
opinion and order, the Commis- 
sion denied the application of 
eight individual stations and peti- 
tions of DPA to amend its rules 
|to permit fulltime operation on 
the frequencies. 


DPA was formed in November 
of 1948 with broadcasters from 23 
states represented to fight for the 
removal of restrictions on the use 
of the 730, 800, 900 1050, 1220 and 
1570ke frequencies. At that time 
there were 106 daytime stations 
using these frequencies. 

The organization claimed that 














(Continued on page 34) 


with singer. 

‘When block is smoothed out— 
latter half needs building—WPTR 
should have an outstander. Title 
is inappropriate; hour may be a 
bit early and long. Rose Lounge 
is plugged, but show rates a full 
time sponsor. It’s the best pro- 
gram ag since ~~ L. Coe 
assume empora irection a 
WPTR. be Jaco. 2 





NATIONAL CONSUMERS 

PANEL 
With Earl Nightingale 
Producer: Harold Gingrich 
Writer; Nightingale 
15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 2:45 p.m, 
Sustaining 
WGN, Chicago 

Another entry along the lines 
of “The Housewives’ Protective 
League,” this cross-the-board strip 
has the benefits of a smooth gab- 
ber and the handicaps of similarity 
with well-established shows of the 
same type. The twist on this series 
is that a panel of housewives will 
offer testimonials to strengthen the 
commercials of the participating 
sponsors and where necessary a 
testing company will be used. 

Earl Nightingale does an adept 
job with the patter although ma- 
terial on show heard (28) was a bit 
thin. Material, aimed at the haus- 
frau, dealt with a discussion of 
annoying habits with special em- 
phasis on their effects upon mar- 
riage. Dave. 





KOEL Preems in Iowa 

Oelwein, Ia., Aug. 1: 
KOEL went, on the air for the 
first time here July 24, with a spe- 
cial program dedicated to a build- 
ing fund for Mercy hospital of 
$100,000. A previous campaign 
had raised $100,000 of the total 


| $600,000 needed. 


New station is owned and op- 
erated by the Northeast Iowa Ra- 
dio Corp., a group of 15 Oelwein 
business men. It is a 500-watter 
during daytime hours. 





Birmingham—C. P. Hamann. has 
been appointed general manager 
of WBRC and WBRC-TV here, suc- 
ceeding Mrs. Eloise Smith Hanna, 
who'll continue as president. 
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STATION BREAK COMES INTO OWN 





Savannah Radio Council Miffed Over 
~ FCC Rebuff, Fights Rivers Grant 


Washington, Aug. 1. 
Savannah Radio Council, ‘smart- 
ing at being dubbed by the FCC 





MANY ARE NOW 
AIG PRODUCTIONS 


By BERT BRILLER 











Bernard, Aides Exit Esty as H'wood 
Office Shutters; 1 Coast Show Left 


+ Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
| William Esty agency, one of the 





“self-appointed guardians of the 
public interest,” 
tested the agency’s action in dis- 
missing its petition to prevent | 
Eurith D. Rivers, Jr., son of 
Georgia’s former governor, from 
establishing a radio station in the | 
city. Council asked that the Com- 
mission immediately issue an or- | 
der staying the effective date of, 
construction, on which a permit | 
was issued in March, of the sta- 


determine whether Rivers’ pro- 
gram proposals are in the public | 
interest. | 

Through its Washington coun- 


esterday pro-| . 
4 y | daughter team in Patt Barnes and | 


time airing. 
backing “Can You Top This?” on | 


| an AM edition of the stanza (until 

: | recently on NBC) will be picked up 
tion and that a hearing be held to ter the tet, Going inte the Satur 
| day evening lineup. 


_ Father & Daughter Show 


ABC is prepping a father- 


his daughter Barbara. Program | 
topper Leonard Reeg is audition-| 
ing the pair for a 15-minute cross- | 
the-board chatter stanza for day- 

With the Wine Corp. of America 


ABC-TV, it’s considered likely that | 





Johnston Into 























sel, Cohn and Marks, the Council | 
took issue with a mé@morandum 
opinion in which the Commission 
said the Council is not a broadcast | 
licensee and therefore has no * 
standing to protest the Rivers | Wheelock Post: 
grant. On the contrary, the Coun- | 
cil contended, it was formed by | ) 
the various stations in Savannah l| P 
“for the very purpose of unified iro S eh 0) 
action in matters, such as this, | 
where their individual broadcast | Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
operations are affected. ... The LR > oa 
fact they chose to proceed in the | Russ tohuston, panne with 
cil rather than in their individual | in Fairbanks Television Produc- 
names 4s immaterial in determin-| tions, creators of the Multicam 
0 sf a or not they have process of photography, is selling 
As to being called “self-ap-| out his stock and retiring from the | 
pointed guardians . . . having no | company to take an executive berth 
real or substantial interest of their | with Ward Wheelock agency. He | 
own,” the Council found such | will be v.p. in charge of radio and | 
language “a ee from ~~ | television and operate out of Phila-| 
spirit expressed in Commission de- | delphia. 
cisions and rules and the viewpoint 
of the various Commissioners.” It ; announced appointment of Carroll | 
(Continued on page 36) Carroll as a veepee. He’s script} 
supervisor for ageney’s. radio} 
. * 4 4 E * | Shows and heads up Coast opera- | 
| tion. 
Wiggins (’ 8 xit | Johnson quit NBC, where he was 
‘ ‘. in charge of TV films, to plunk his 
o Tite | coin in the Fairbanks layout. Com- 
(Oy P | Tiff | pany has been in financial difficul- 
er 0 Icy | ties and recently tried to engineer 
a loan of $350,000. Col. Fred Levy 
Chicago, Aug. 1. | Of Louisville passed up his option | 
John S. Wiggins,BS Western” 





to buy controlling interest. 


Division director of research and | 


LATTIMORE BOOKING 


sales promotion for the past four 
years, resigned both posts Friday 
(28) over miatters of policy. - He 
was formerly manager of presen- 


tation department in N. Y. CBS for 
two years; 


Triangle Publications. 
His is the third resignation of 


major execs at Chi CBS this year, | 
| Journal-American. 
Western Manager, now a veepee | 
with Sullivan, Stauffer, Colwell & | 
Bayles, N. Y., and Howard Keefe, | 


others being Don Roberts, former 


former CBS account exec. 
Wiggins is vacationing before an- 
nouncing future plans. His re- 
placement at CBS is Jim Cornell, 
formerly of Foote, Cone & Belding. 


CBS Still Raiding: Seeks 
‘Railroad,’ ‘Original Ams’ 





To Fill Sustaining Gaps 


‘the publication of his new book, 


The practice of networks peck- 
ing away at rival webs’ clients, 
which hit an almost feverish pace 
last year, appears to be still going 
on. CBS, finding itself with the 
Sunday afternoon at 6 time slot 
open because of General Foods’ 
switchover or “My Favorite Hus- 
band” to Saturday night on the 
Same web, is making overtures to 
the American Railroad Assn., spon- 
sors of the “Railroad Hour” on 
ABC, to move the show into the 
Columbia Sunday period. 

Similarly, CBS also wouldn't 
mind grabbing off ABC’s “Original 
Amateur Hour,” sponsored by Old 
Gold, to help fill the Friday night 
Sustaining gap. Status of “Ama- 
teur Hour” in the fall is still un- 
determined, but from last account 
the Railroad Assn. has indicated 
that it's very happy with its pres- 
ent period om ABC, are 


senior . marketing | 
analyst of Firestone Tire & Rub- | 
ber; and director of research at | 








ON WOR DRAWS FIRE 


Appearance of Far Eastern ex- 
pert Owen Lattimore as a guest 
‘on Martha Deane’s program over 
WOR, N. Y., yesterday (Tues.) 
brought 300 protest calls from lis- 
teners and a story in the N. Y. 


Lattimore said that Sen. Mce- 
Carthy (R., Wis.) has failed to re- 
peat his charges, that Lattimore | 


was “top Russian espionage ,agent 
in this country,” outside the Senate 
where he has Congressional im- 
munity, and has failed to introduce | 





any evidence in suppcrt of the; 


charges. 

Complaints, which came from 
both men and women, although | 
femmes predominated, objected to 
Lattimore’s appearance. 

A WOR spokesman said that Lat- ! 
timore was interviewed because of 


“Ordeal by Slander,” -which tells | 
of his fight against the Sen. Mc- | 
Carthy allegations. The Deane. 
show regularly interviews authors | 
of new tomes, the station said, and | 
Lattimore has been cleared of 
charges against him. The Journal- 
American article linked the pro- 
tests with the calis which earlier 
this year complained of Larry 
Adler’s guesting on the Ed Sulli- 
van CBS-TV stanza. 


Raymond Swing Back 


Raymond Swing is returning to, 
the air after being off for a long 
stretch due to ill health. 

He'll do a _ three-times-weekly 
gab stint for WOR, N. Y., on Mon- | 
day, 
10:15 p.nv., starting Aug. 7. 








| 
} 





Wednesday and Friday | 


The station break, once as sim- 


|ple as “This Is WABC,” is now as | aa 
| picked up two additional sponsors., 


elaborately buttoned-and-bowed as 
a Schiaparelli creation. Today the 
quickie tags require assorted pro- 
ducers, directors, writers, full or- 
chestras, chirpers, stables of Holly- 
wood @tars, sound effects men and 
engineering wizards. 

Recent crop from WNBC, N. Y., 
has a Mr. Hook, a Mr. Line and a 
Mr. Sinker proclaim they “go for” 
WNBC. Messrs. Morning, Noonan 


and Knight exclaim that they lis-| 
ten to the outlet “morning, noon | 


an’ night.” On this transcribed 
spot Mr. Noonan is particularly ef- 
fective; his resonant voice registers 
warmly and his sense of timing, as 
he pops his name between Morning 
and Knight, shows excellent re- 
sponse to directorial demands. 
WNBC general manager Ted 
Cott, with an ear to cheosing indi- 
viduals named Gilbert, Sullivan, 
Barhum, Bailey, Stanley and, Liv- 
ingston, gets the best from non- 
pros. Courtesy spots featuring 
hausfraus, taxicab drivers and 
ferry captains are taped with deft 
use of documentary technique and 


a sensitivity to the creative han-| 
| dlin 


of background noise, such as 
foghorns. 

WMGM program director Ray- 
mond Katz points up his knowing 
showmanship through the Loew’s- 
owned indie’s breaks. A highspot 
in this collection is Jimmy Du- 
rante’s “You are tuned to WMGM, 
the call letters of the stars,” which 
is reportedly being considered by 


: |the Library of Congress’ folklore 
At the same time Ward Wheelock | division as a prime exhibt of New- | 


yorkese. Clark Gable’s reading of 


the same copy indicates great. his- | 


trionic ability, on the basis of which 
he may get a role in an upcoming 
“MGM Theatre of the Air’ stanza. 
Lionel Barrymore, Lewis Stone and 
Deborah Kerr also score neatly 
with their efforts in station identi- 
fication and may be brought east 
to cut time signals for Ingersoll 
watches, although this could not be 
confirmed. , 


NBC Chimes to Talk? 


The star pitch has also infected 
NBC program veepee Charles 
Barry; who is waxing tags for the 
web with Bob Hope, Groucho Marx, 
Fibber McGee and other net per- 
sonalities. In the works is a plan 
to have the w.k. NBC chimes speak 
—by means of a sonovox attach- 
ment—e,. g., “NBC—Listen to Mc- 
Gee.” 

WNEW, which takes credit for 
starting the trend of breaks un- 
derscoring a station’s personality, 
has reprised its musical breaks of 
some years back. Locally these 
have become as popular as the 
Pepsi-Cola “nickel, nickel, trickle, 
trickle,”” which was also produced 


(Continued on page 36) 


Heatter’s New Sponsors 





Mutual’s Gabriel Heatter- has 


{Rhodes Pharmacal (Imdrin) has 
| bought the gabber for Sunday at 
| 9:30-9:45 p.m., staring Aug. 20, and 
| has also renewed its sponsorship of 
ithe Tuesday evening stanza of 
Heatter’s cross-the-board 9 p.m. 
strip. Amurol toothpaste has 
bought the Thursday evening seg- 
ment. Both accounts were signed 
through O'Neill, Larsen & O'Hara. 
His Wednesday and Friday eve- 
ining newscasts are still open. 


Separate Tele 





| 


oldest in Hollywood, closes its Hol- 
lywood and Vine offices today (1) 


| and will operate out of its Beverly 


Hills office. Firm will have only 


‘one Coast origination next season 


—Bob Hawk show for Camels. Don 
Bernard, who has been with Esty 


|for 11 years, eight as manager of 


| freelance. 


Hollywood office, will produce as a 


He was offered an ex- 
ecutive post with agency in N.Y. 
but declined. 

For the past three years, Esty 
has had at least three shows in the 
shop, but at the close of last season, 
Camels dropped Jimmy Durante 
and “Screen ‘Guild Theatre.” Esty 
will have only four shows on the 


air next season With only “Fat 
Man” coming from N.Y. Vaughn 
Monroe travels his show and 
“Grand Ole Opry” comes from 
Nashville. Camels and Colgate 
| provide bulk of agency’s radio bill- 
ing. Leaving Esty with Bernard 
_are Marcelle Mitchell, Andy Potter 
and Lorraine Lenz. 


Treatment F or 
AM Shows Gains 


This fall will witness an un- 
precedented number of commer- 








|cial radio shows with separate a e e 
video editions (as distinct from 
simulcasts), sponsored under the NBC in Quickie 


same or different bankroller aus- 
pices. 

In the latter category will fall 
the “Theatre Guild on the Air,” 
which is sponsored by U. S. Steel 
on. radio (Sunday nights, NBC). 
| However, plans are being finalized 
| for the Cannon Towel and Sheet 
|Co. to sponsor a video version of 


| 





Reprise on ‘Quick 


| Final installment in NBC’s four- 
|;part documentary series on the 
' atom bomb, “The Quick and Dead,” 
|was carried last Thursday night at 
8, but in the light of overwhelming 
| public reaction, NBC has even 
; , ‘more ambitious plans for the series. 
‘rently negotiating with the The-| pi} Brooks, NBC’s news and spe- 


} ° 7 ~ | 

|atre Guild and U. S. Steel to ob-| gia events veepee, and exec vee- 

| tain clearances. Full-hour video- | nee Charles R. Denny have been 

| cast of Theatre Guild successes is | huddling on reprising the four-part 
| program, which has won critical 


being planned as a four-time pres- 
|and lay acclaim. Present plans are 


entation to tie in with Cannon's 

four promotion campaigns in the | to install the series in the Tuesday 
Upcoming seasen. , .__| might 9:30 to 10 period in the four 
‘ Lucky Strike as currenily testing |weeks immediately preceding the 
its TV version of “Hit Parade,” | return of Fibber & Molly to the air. 
\In addition, NBC and the parent 





“Theatre Guild,” via N. W. Ayer 
agency. Show is being packaged 
|'by Henry Souvaine, who is cur- 


planning to install it on the Satur- 
day night 10:30 period on NBC, an 





hour after the radio version on the 
same web. 
“Lux Radio Theatre” 


(Lever | tu 


Bros.) gets a TV counterpart in the | 


fall, going into the CBS-TV Mon- 
day night 8 to 8:30 time. 
Although up till now “We, the 


| 


People” has been a Gulf-sponsored | 


simulcast, the client has now 
turned to separate AM-TV edi- 
tions. (The Monday night Firestone 
musical show on NBC, also a simul- 
cast, is expected to emerge as two 
distinct productions in the fall.) 
“Stop the Music,” 
Amateur Hour,” “Suspense” and 
“Break the Bank” are other radio 
shows that get separate TV treat- | 
ment. 





Controversial McFarland Bill Rears 
Head; Doubt If It Gets by House 


Washington, Aug. 1. 
House hearings on various bills 
affecting the FCC will probably be 
held within the next few weeks as 
a result of a fast play last week by 


which the controversial McFarland 
measure, previously passed by the 
Senate, was tacked on to a routine 
piece of House legistation in an ef- 
fort to force action in conference. 

However, while the Senate ap- 
pointed conferees to insist on its 
“amendment” and requested a con- 
ference with the House, it was 
highly vunlikely that. the House 
would oblige. It is known the 
House Committee on Interstate 
and Foreign Commerce, as Chair- 
man Robert Cfosser (D-Ohio) has 
frequently stated, has no intention 
of approving the McFarland bill 
without hearings. Crosser has said 


‘that the measure is questionable in 


several respects and it is under- 





| 


stood that the majority of the) 


| 


“Original |° 





Commission is opposed to it in its) 
present form. 

Until the Senate action 
week, there was little hope that the | 
McFarland bill or other bills in-| 
volving the FCC would receive | 
consideration by the House this) 
session. Thus, the parliamentary | 
maneuver of adding the McFarland | 
bill as a rider to a House bill which | 
authorizes FCC to purchase land ' 
for radio-monitoring stations has 
the effect of forcing committee 
hearings on FCC bills. However, 
with the Korean situation and the 
lateness of the session, it’s doubt- 
ful there will be sufficient time to, 
report a measure out of commit- 
tee, let alone get action by the 
House and agreement on a prob- 
ably substantially different bill 
with the Senate. 

The McFarland bill (S. 1973) 
contains several provisions which 
are said to be in dispute. One in- 





(Continued on page 36) 


|RCA company are negotiating for 
jan album release. 


In an unusual programming: ges- 
re, the web’s San Francisco out- 
let, KNBC, is preempting the 4 to 
6 p. m. period on Sunday afternoon 


|to carry all four instalments as a 


single two-hour show. 


‘Equal Time’ Demand | 
Confronts 40 Stations 
In Ill. Political Fight 


Chicago, Aug. 1. 

The old question of when is a 
politician not a politician on radio 
popped up again, confronting 40 
Illinois stations last week. This 
time it’s the demand by the cam- 
paign manager of Everett M. Dirk- 
sen, Republican senatorial candi- 
date, for equal free air time as his 
opponent, Senator Scott Lucas, 
Democratic incumbent. 

The 40 stations have been carry- 
ing Lucas’ periodic ‘Reports to the 
People” as a public service ven- 
ture. The GOP candidate has writ- 





last | ten to the stations claiming the 


“Reports” have actually been po- 
litical campaign speeches and that 


, under FCC rules he is entitled to 


the same free airings. 


Johnson Family Exits 
WBBM in Policy Scrap 


Chicago, Aug. 1. 

Because of “policy differences,” 
the Johnson family show is exiting 
WBBM, effective Oct. 1. The cross- 
the-board, Monday through Satur- 
day morning strip, built around 
the family and aired from its home 
has been carried on the Chi CBS 
station for the past three years. 
Featured on the rotating sponsored 
show is Cliff Johnson, Mrs. John- 
son and their four children. 
- The group-is pitching its show 
to other stations, 
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I blinked, | trembled, 


I began to sing... e 
says BEVERLEY NICHOLS 


If anybody had come up to me on Thursday and told me 
that in the small hours of the morning I should be standing 
in the middle of the ballroom at the Savoy, blinded by spot- 
lights and trembling in every limb, singing (sic) a number 
with the highest paid cabaret artist in the world, I should 
either have thought him mad or have taken instant steps to 
leave the country. 

No; I haven’t adopted a new profession, It’s just a ques- 
tion of falling a victim to the magic of the incomparable 
Hildegarde. ' 

Enraptured 

I went along to listen to her in the oxdinary way. True, 
I did pick a rather lovely basket of roses beforehand, which I 
sent behind the scenes with a card. But I thought: “A 
woman like her must get so many flowers that she probably 
won’t even see them.” 

So I settled back to listen to the show in peace. 

On she came, a bundle of vitality and charm, in a long Dior 
dress, grey and blue with a petunia sash. She sang and chat- 
tered, and chattered and sang, grave one minute, gay the 
next. We were all enraptured. 

Then suddenly it happened: the awful, nightmare thing. 
Peering out into the crowd, shading her eyes with her hand, 
she announced, in bell-like tones, that I was in the audience, 
that I’d written one of her favourite songs, called “Little 
White Room,” and would I please come up and help her sing 
it. 

Well, what does a chap do on these occasions? He can’t 
hide under the table. He can’t glue himself to his seat and 
shake his head. That would be churlish. 

He has to go up, grinning and blinking like a half-wit, 
slide across the polished floor endeavouring not to fall down, 
and then he has to stand up straight and go through with it. 

Sheer Terror 

It is hardly necessary to add that in the sheer terror of the 
moment I forgot the words of my own song. 

“We want a little white room with a window by the sea” 
«.. that came through O.K. But how did it go on? 

It should have been: “We don’t mind a tight room, a two- 
and-six-a-night room.” As rendered by yours truly, it turned 
into: “We don’t mind a something room, a blah blah blah 
blah blah room.” 

All of which was highly diverting to the audience at the 
Savoy. 

My dear Hildegarde. It says a great deal for your charm 
that I would willingly go through it all again. 

And what, I wonder, is the secret of that charm? What is 
it that made Irving Berlin refer to this little lady from Mil- 
—— as “the greatest stylist of song in the profession to- 

ay? 

_It isn’t just the voice; though she can make every whisper 
significant; nor the pretty little Fragonard profile; nor the 
fabulous clothes. 

I think it’s just sheer niceness. She makes every man in 
the audience feel he wants to hug her, in the nicest possible 
way. And that is something that some of our own stars 
might do well to bear in mind. 


* * * * * Ls * 
* * * * * * * 
“The Variety Department, which has begun to 
hold up its head of late, can now afford to set its jaw 
at a cocky angle. To bring back that genius of cab- 
aret, Hildegarde, to this country was a real achieve- 
ment. So far, apart from one appearance here in 
1938, she has fought shy of television. Hers is a 
very intimate and personal style and, in spite of huge 
offers by American companies, she felt that the pro- 
duction technique over there would not be able to re- 
produce it. Well, from Alexandra Palace the effect 


was electric. Good for you, British Television—and, 
of course, you, Hildegarde.” CYRIL BUTCHER, Sketch 
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“There is now a new yardstick by 

which all cabaret acts for the London 

. night scene will be measured. As in 

Palladium vaudeville, where the peak 

standard was set by Danny Kaye, so 

now with the nighteries with Hildegarde. Her opening at this 
world-renowned hostelry has set a new milestone. 

There were no two minds about the success of the act. It was 
90 minutes of unadulterated entertainment, paéked with a range 
of melody hits, a wealth of comedy and some of the finest ad lib- 
bing seen in London for many a year. 

The immense cabaret room at the Savoy is a difficult spot for 
solo artists to hold for along spell. Subtle lighting without other 
aids established a surprising degree of intimacy required for a 
Hildegarde show. It was a remarkable achievement. The at- 
mosphere was nearly perfect and the standard she’s established 
of performing for the individual and not the mass, was main- 
tained. Musical accompaniment was excellent. When not at 
the piano herself, she not only relied on the first class support of 
her accompanist, Salvatore Gioe, but on the regular Savoy Orch, 
batoned by Carroll Gibbons, who have cooperated in the best 
possible way. 

Hildegarde’s Savoy season is limited to three weeks. Sock 
business at opening night is assured during the three-week sea- 
son to a degree which will give the hotel a pre-eminence over 
the other night spots. It brings the Savoy back into the big 
league name-aet circuit. The waiters are tres happy about the 
whole thing. 
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SAVOY HOTEL 
LONDON 


TEMPLE BAR 4343 


THE SAVOY HOTEL LIMITED 
A AND ENTERTAINMENT OFFICE 


21st July, 1950. 


ORCHESTR 


Dear Hildy, 
Before you 
again to thank you for your marve 


‘ Hotel. 
Cabaret at the Savoy Grieg ee 

‘nly added another thr! 
PB pig inon record, and I am extremely happy 


that it happend here at the Savoy Hotel. 


With my very best wishes, 
Sincerely yours, 


Canroll 


CARROLL GIBBONS. 
Director of Entertainments. 


leave for America, I should like once 
lous performance 


Miss Hildegarde, 
George V Hotel, 
Paris. 
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It has been a 


ERVE RDIN Hil- 
ERVE DUGA , Theatre. treat to hear 
rectors va degarde qieeet 
win am 
This event happened to the LF peepee 
joey d although it appeared ce = sang GPR 
algo doy ople who knew Hildegarde e erweean 
dae: Pr think that she is such a great > any public 
ree an artist that she can conquer 
nd suc 


° a m. 
Fnvwhere in any roo .e that we all 
ny’ ole wath’ wonderful appearance eka 
Shem ‘]] come again and for more 
hope she wl nty more 0 





f roses for 
formances. There will be ple 
ry we . | 
Hildegarde next year 1n Paris 














DEGARDE’S Paris, June 6. 


) The major concert event was Hil- 
)W BOW degarde’s one-woman performance 
he Champs Elysees theatre Saturday (3). Localites 
ponded enthusiastically to the chanteuse’s presenta- 





. * 7 

“Hilegarde, the 
RADIO . great American 
rm * . y star of the music 
halls, cafes and 
radio, is charm personified. Nothing that she sings 
| Or Says is in bad taste. Her performance is finished 
and brilliant. She is beautiful to look at, full of 
grace and she plays the piano in virtuoso manner.” 

Le Semaine Radicphonique, May 28. 


* 


ANNA SOSENKO 
Personal Manager 





Under the direction of 
HUMPHREY DOULENS i 
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coNcERT. 


“I wouldn’t remind you about 


Hildegarde’s having sung _ in’ 


France before the war if it were 
not for the fact that this young 
woman's repeat return to Paris 
gave us visible pleasure, and if it 
weren't for the fact also that I had 
experienced such great surprise 
after hearing her again. What a 
change! How her gifts have de- 
veloped! What mastery and what 
clever use of her natural charm! 


One cannot be 
better present- 
. ed ‘to an ‘audi- 
ence, or talk 
more delight- 
fully to an audi- 
ence, or make 
an audience 
smile and enjoy 
her work more. 
One cannot 
move more eas- 
ily on the stage, 
or talk and im- 
provise with 
more spontaneous graciousness. 
As I watched her, I kept thinking: 
“Only she, this intelligent girl, 


possesses the authority of a Maur- 


ice Chevalier. 


‘“Hildegarde is so very sympa- 
thetic,’ was the remark I heard 
from many. people as they walked 
down the lovely marble staircases 
of the Champs Elysees Theatre... 
It is so true, and it is indeed a rare 
gift to captivate an audience by 
sheer personal magic—more espe- 
cially to captivate the hearts of an 
audience not given to over-indul- 
gent reactions, unless inspired by 


rare merit. 


“So far as we are concerned, we 
loved following her smiling efforts 
and enjoyed gauging her art, 
which was a kind of Franco-Amer- 
ican one-woman festival of enter- 
tainment. As Hildegarde handed 
her roses to fellow artists, friends 
and her audience, we could not 
help but think that this young girl, 
whom we had heard many years 
ago when she started in Paris, had 
unquestionably and truly bloomed 


into an international star.” 
OPERA. 


An American Newspaper RUDOLPH ELIE, Boston Herald: /Hilde- 


Man in Paris 


garde did very well at the Champs Elysees 
Theatre in Paris on her opening night—es- 


pecially when it is remembered that the present generation in Paris had not 
the faintest idea who she was or what she did!” 


Concert Mancger—COPPICUS & SCHANG 
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Flock of Co-op Casualties Due To 
Sellout Status of TV Networks 





Co-op television shows are 


works this fall, but it’s the kind of | 


a beating the webs don’t mind. | 
With all signs pointing to a sellout | 
of Class A time to sponsors who} 
are demanding as many é¢tations as | 
possible in their coverage, the webs 
will have no room for co-ops, and | 
thus will either eliminate them or 
shift them into the so-called fringe 
time. 

Trend was forecast last spring 
when Regent cigarets, which had 
been one of the co-op bankrollers 
on NBC's “Leave It to the Girls,” 


good selling job that it made a 
deal to pick up the tab for the en- 
tire network. This year, to date, 
DuMont has given up its Friday 
night wrestling from Chicago, 
which had been co-opped, in favor 
of “Cavalcade of Bands,” sponsored 
by drug store chains. Show is be- 
ing moved over from Saturday 
night, which in turn will be taken 
over by sports from Madison Sq. 
Garden, N. Y. 

Another co-op casualty is the 
ABC boxing, aired Tuesday nights 
until now. Web has sold the 9 to 
9:30 Tuesday night period to Hud- 
son Motors for Billy Rose’s “Pitch- 
ing Horseshoes” and the 9:30 to 10 
slot to the Wine Corp. of America 
for “Can You Top This?” NBC, 
for the time being, will continue 
its “Who Said That” on a co-op 
basis in the Monday night 10:30 to 
11 period and also its “Cactus Bill” 
show, which originates from Chi- 
cago and is co-opped to some of 
the midwestern stations. 

New co-op shows, meanwhile, 
will probably be programmed early 
Sunday afternoons or during week- 
days when the webs take over the, 
time for their local operations. | 
Network sales execs still consider 
the method of selling a good way 


™4o produce a fairly-high budgeted 


program and still make it available 
to local sponsors. 


PM Stands Pat On 
Heidt’s Mon. Slot 





in? 
for a beating on the major net-| 


Cupid’s Remote 

Ted Steele, during his after- 
noon show on the N. Y. Daily 
News’ WPIX last week, played 
a wedding march on the organ 
as accompaniment to the wed- 
ding of a friend in a judge’s 
apartment several miles from 
the WPIX studios. Friend got 
the idea while watching 
Steele’s show in the apartment 
while waiting for the ceremony 
to start. 

At the set time, 4:15 p. m‘, 


Steele played the march. 
Friend later reported that the 
timing was perfect. It’s be- 


lieved to be the first time that 
a performer, during a video 
show, has provided music for 
a home wedding. To do so, in- 
cidentally, Steele broke into a 
chorus of “Tea for Two,” 
which he was playing on the 
piano, to switch over to thé 
organ. 


SDG's Initial Pact 
Signed With KTTV 








WXYZ-TV Hikes Rates 


Detroit, Aug. 1. 
WXYZ-TV will ificrease its rates 
Sept. 1. Class A time will be up- 
'ped from $600 to $800 an hour. 
The one-minute spot rate Class A 
will increase from $100 to $140. 





Class B will jump from $400 to 
$550 and the Class B one-minute 
spot from $65 to $90. 

Advertisers using the former 
rate card issued March 1 will re- 
ceive the usual six months protec- 


WORLD SERIES VIDEO 
RIGHTS STILL UP IN AIR 


: Decision. as to which network 
Com, and sponsor will gain television 
rights to the World Series this year 
is still up in the air. After Gillette 
met the bid put in by DuMont of 
$510,000 for exclusive rights, Du-| 


‘New IV 5 at 5 Mont reportedly upped its offer to 
. | $750,000. Gillette now has the op-| 

| tion of meeting that bid or bowing 
ll é rout of the Series on TV to con- 


| centrate on its radio coverage. 

Minneapolis, Aug. 1. | It’s believed probable, however, 

KSTP technicians’ strike troubles | that if DuMont gets the rights, the 

| continue. Now the station has an | sponsorship will be split between, 
|order from S. M. Streed, Minne-/| Chevrolet, which is said to be 
| apolis chief electrical inspector, to | backing DuMont’s offers, and the 
| discontinue televising Minneapolis | safety razor firm. Latter is report-| 
American Assn. baseball games un- | edly being backed by NBC in its, 
til it metal-covers a heavy rubber-| bidding but it’s considered doubt-| 
encased cable, running from a/| ful that NBC will want to match 
broadcasting studio to amplifiers. | the final DuMont offer. Both webs, 
But Stan Hubbard, KSTP presi-| meanwhile, are already talking 
dent, says he’ll ignore the order/| about sewing up the rights for | 
iwhen the ball club returns this | themselves on a five-year deal, | 
| week from its road trip and he’ll | starting in 1951, and then farming | 
| televise the contests as hitherto | out the bankroller privileges each | 
‘without making the alteration | year to the highest bidder. 




















Indie Packagers’ ‘War Chest’ Fund — 
Strategy in F ight on 


Networks 


Chicago, Aug. 1. 

Chicago’s independent program 
producers and packagers, still de. 
termined to get anti-trust action in 
an attempt to force the networks 
to dispose of their network com. 
mercial programming divisions, 
have just about decided against 
bringing civil suit under the Sher. 
man anti-trust laws. Instead, be- 
cause of the “possibility of net- 
work retaliation” against them 
once their firm names become 
known, the latest plan is to tap 
each group for a “war chest” fund. 
then hire an attorney to go to 
Washington to lay their case be- 
fore the FCC and the Justice Dept. 
in hope the government will prose- 
cute. 


Packagers also point out that 
another reason for not filing civil 
action is that they seek no dam- 
ages. “All we want is a 50-50 
chance to sell our properties.” And 
with webs controlling time slots 
and programs, they maintain an 
indie’s chances of proper recogni- 
tion are small. 

Network comment ranges from 
“no comment until we hear from 
New York” to “certainly we’re out 
to sell our own shows. We've al- 








which not only would be costly, but 
also take considerable time. 
“It’s odd we had no trouble with 


| electrical inspectors until after we 


| ready lost plenty of money in tele- 
| vision and it is logical that we try 
| to sell our programs so we'll make 
| money from them as well as fa- 


| lighting, 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 

First basic television agreement | 
to be negotiated by Screen Direc- 
tors Guild. of America has been | 
inked with KTTV, the Times-CBS | 
station here. Pact, retroactive to 
May 11, date on which negotiations 
started, provides for 100% guild 


| shop.and gives directors of live! 


video shows screen credit for their | 
work. 


Provision is made for renegotia- | 


tion of the contract after a six- 


month period so that it can be ad-! 
justed to television advances. Un- 
der the deal, the director will have 
broad authority to oversee casting, 
backgrounds, sight and 
sound effects, as well as assume re- 
sponsibility for camera setups, 
composition and general integra- 
tion of all contributing crafts. 
Ticket, inked by Harrison Dun- 
ham, station general manager, pro- 
vides that present salaries remain 


| in effect as wage negotiations were 


Rhubarb between CBS-TV and 
Philip Morris is growing hot over, 
the web’s plan to have the cigaret | 
company exchange time slots of its | 
Ralph Edwards’ “Truth or Conse- 
quences” and Horace Heidt’s op-| 
portunity stanza next fall. Heidt 
is skedded to take the 9 p.m. Mon- 
day period, following Arthur God- 
frey’s talent scout show, and the 


latter doesn’t like the proximity of | 
Tart” @; 


another talent airer. 
slated for a Thursday berth. 
However, PM is standing firm 
on its contract for the Monday po- 
sition. It feels the Heidt airer is 


different from Godfrey's, since it} 
involves more production numbers, | 


and wants to inherit his audience 


-eand the strong plus for the end 


commercial which results from 


preceding “The Goldbergs.” 


would interfere with his travel 
commitments, it’s argued. Heidt’'s 


touring has been integrated into | Vie McLeod resigned as’ pro- 


the cigaret outfit’s strong mer- 
chandising campaign and is con- 
sidered a spearhead of PM's ad 
plans. 

Situation is developing into a 
tug-of-war between PM and God- 
trey. Against the latter's strength 
as a CBS programming kingpin, 
Philip Morris is pitting its heavy 
billings on the web, which include 


“Crime Photographer’ (AM), “T or . - 


C” (AM and TV) and Heidt (AM 
and TY). 


Prockter’s 2006 Deal 





For Vidfilm Syndication 


Bernard Prockter, radio-TV 
packager of the Pall Mall-spon- 
sored “Big Story” on AM-TV, 
“Quick As a Flash,” etc., is branch- 
ing out into the syndication busi- 
ness. 

New Prockter operation, with a 
$200,000 capitalization, will be re- 
stricted to 35m TV film properties. 
Initial series to be syndicated will 
be “Police Story,” based on files 
from police departments in cities 
around the country. - 


. &, 


With . 
Heidt’s AM stanza beamed on Sun- | 
days on CBS, a Thursday airing 


left in abeyance. Because of stu- 
dio reorganization and the recent 
move to Nassour studio, both the 


had labor trouble and it’s odd, too, | 
that the inspector waited until the 


last minute to issue his order,” 
Hubbard told newspapers, insinu- 
ating the order has been inspired 


by the fact that there is the AFL's | 


union strike against the station. 
Hubbard also says he wonders if 
the “sudden” ruling on the eable 
has anything to do with the fact 
that Streed, the inspector, is a 
member of the same union as that 
of the KSTP striking technicians. 
On his part, Streed says the ball 
park televising facilities don’t meet 
Minneapolis standards, the wiring 
failing to conform with regulations 
and being improperly installed in 
violation of the city’s electrical 
(Continued on page 35) 





NBC Grabs Off Video 
Rights to Major Tennis 
- Tourneys; Seek Sponsors 


| 


| Giving further proof of the con- 


; 


Paal's 39 British 
Pix Buy for TV 


TV rights to some 39 British films 
have been acquired by indie pro- 
ducer Alexander Paal, who re-| 
turned to New York last week after 
three weeks in Europe. Around 
80° of the pictures are new, he | 
said, with a number still either in 


| 


| production or in the cutting room. | 


Pix have been split into packages 
of 13 apiece. First batch has al- 
ready been taken by Klaus Lands- | 
berg of KTLA, Hollywood. As for 
the balance, Paal is undecided 
whether to make an outright sale 


or set up his own TV distribution 





| 


{ 


guild and studio decided to leave tinued importance of sports events | 


reorganization is complete. 


that might be produced by the sta- 
tion unless the guild’s standard 
agreement covering 
producers and TV films is inked. 


Negotiations are currently pend-/ air outside sports events on a net- | 


ing with other local video stations, 
according to Albert S. Rogell, 
guild's first veepee. 


|and women’s singles tournament. 
Deal, set by NBC's associate sports 


| NBC’s record as the only web to 


work basis since last April. 
NBC reportedly outbid the other 


(Continued on page 32) 





Tele Chatter 





New York 


ducer-director for NBC television 
this week. He’s returning to the 
' Coast to work on some film shorts 
|for TV but, with several offers of 
new positions, may return to N. Y. 
in the fall... “Robert Q. Lewis 
Show.” sponsored by Arnold Bread 
‘on CBS, moving to the Sunday 
night at 11 slot in the fall from 
its present Sunday at 9 p.m. period 
. Charles Henderson and Mitzi 
Mayfair (Mrs. Henderson) back 
| from a trip to Europe and resume 
|as producers on ABC-TV’s “Stop 
the Music” tomorrow night 
(Thurs.). Bert Parks also returns 
'to his emcee spot on the show this 
, week following a European vaca- 
tion . . . Sidney Reznick in long- 
| distance conversations with CBS’ 
Harry Ackerman on newly-created 





TV comedy package, with. Music 


Corp. of America also in on the 
negotiations ... Art Brieder, form- 
| erly with Canada Dry Bottling Co., 
| joined the Ziv TV Programs sales 
‘staff and will headquarter in Cin- 
| Cinnati . . . Marshall Grant, former 
/exec producer of Grant-Realm TV 
' Productions, which turned out the 
‘Lucky Strike “Your Show Time” 
series, named exec producer of TV 
films for the Ruthrauff & Ryan 


lagency .,. Frank Cooper agency 


l on the Coast has closed a deal with 
| Sabu to star in a series of jungle 


_adventure films for TV... Arlene about, according to Lewis, when the | 


|minimum salaries for directors to to television programming, NBC-| 
| individual negotiation until KTTV) TV this week picked up exclusive 
New video rights for the second succes- | 
'basic agreement applies to direc-| sive year to the two major tennis | 
| tors of live shows only and they; tourneys in the U. S.—the Davis, 
cannot move into motion pictures Cup playoffs and national men’s 


| 
| 


independent director, James Dolan, continues | 


| 


| 
| 


{ 





company. Bulk of the product is 
supplied by Britain’s Exclusive 
Films, Ltd., Butcher Films and 


Grand National Pictures. 

Prior to planing to the Coast 
over the weekend, Paal revealed 
that he will step into TV film pro- | 
duction in Britain. He has arranged | 
for use of the Riverside Studios at | 
Hammersmith, and expects to roll | 


52 pix there under the overall title | 
| 


will be based upon actual cases. | 


of “Scotland Yard, File No. 7807.” 
Each film will run 28 minutes and 


Shooting gets under way upon | 
Paal’s return to England in about. 
eight weeks, 





| 
Amicable Settlement | 
In Lewis Suit vs. NBC 


Following NBC's change in the | 


format of its Coast originated | 


Lights, Action Camera” package, | 
producer Lester Lewis last week | 
amicably settled his N. Y. supreme | 
court infringement suit against the 
net. Lewis had charged that the | 
NBC show was lifted from his ABC | 
airer, ‘Hollywood Screen Test.” 


Settlement of the action came | 


: | 


cilities.” Another web spokesman, 
“The whole thing is silly; the net- 
works feel more strongly about 
good programming then independ- 
ent producers. We will recapture 
in television the program control 
we once had in radio. The adver- 
tiser is no longer inviolate, and he 


| will have to take our judgment as 


to what is good programming.” 
And all is not unanimity among 
Chicago packagers, either. Two of 
Chi’s biggest want no part of the 
action, based upon their opinion 
that there’s no chance of forcing 
the networks out of commercial 
programming, adding that com- 
plainants are, in most cases, "dis- 
appointed fiddle plavers.” 
However, the indies are quick to 
point out that size of organization 
alone cannot be the yardstick by 
which the courts measure action. 


|The indies see this suit as ana- 


logous to the anti-trust suit of the 
small southside Chi theatre, the 
Jackson Park, which sparked gov- 
ernment action in forcing motion 
picture producers to dispose of 
their theatre interests: . 


NAB Video Group 
Headed by Swezey 


vashington, Aug. 1. 
National Assn. of Broadcasters 
last week completed the basic com- 
mittee structure of its operations 
with the selection, by prexy Justin 
Miller, of the 1950-51 Television 
Committee. Made chairman was 





| Robert D. Swezey of WDSU-TV in 


New Orleans. Other members are 
Ted Cott, of WNBT, New York: 
Roger W. Clipp, WFIL-TV, Phila- 
delphia; George J. Higgins, WISH, 
Indianapolis; Clair R. McCollough, 
WGAL-TY, Lancaster, Pa.; Victor 
A. Sholis, WHAS-TV, Louisville, 


Francis substituting for .Wendy net agreed to withdraw a “clack | 2%¢ Eugene S. Thomas, WOR-TV, 


| Barrie on the latter’s NBC shows 
during the week of Aug. 14. 


| Ra-Best Features has completed 
| the first in a series of situation. 
comedy films starring Arthur 


| Treacher and William Frawley and 
| titled “This Is Pippin’... “Movies 


at Mayfair House,” series of fea- | 


ture film oldies originally sched- 


|uled to preem on WPIX Monday | 


| (31) 
(6). 
|ture retail 


chain, sponsors ... 


postponed to next Monday | 
Michaels Bros., N. Y. furni- | 


| Story of the murder solved by Roy 
Battersby, former NBC press de- | 
| partment staffer while a police re- | 


| porter in Queens, is to be drama- 
tized on NBC's “Big Story.” Friday 
night (4). Battersby is now with 
the Hill & Knowlton pub relations 
rm. 


John Reed 
L, Schubert are packaging a cross- 
the-board half-hour audience par- 


board” device to which the pro-| 


. .| ducer had objected. Board is used | 


to announce and record takes. Suit | 
originally sought an injunction to 
halt the web’s program as well as | 
an accounting of the profits. | 


Atlantic Picks Up 10 
Pix Features for TV, 


Some 10 feature films, including 
six “Dr. Christian” pix, were 
picked up for TV release last week 
by Atlantic Television Corp. Out- | 
fit is a division of R. M. (“Bob”) 
Savini’s Astor Pictures. “Dr. | 
Christians,” starring Jean Hersholt, 








| 





| were formerly released by RKO. | 


King and Bernard 


ticipationer . . . Franklyn W. Dy-. 


son, teevee 


veepee of Turner, | 


Leach agency, in Chicago produc- | 
ing a new show for Mason Mints | 


which will start in the fall... 
DuMont’s Al Hollander and wife, 
‘Jean (of CBS) back from two weeks 


(Continued on page 35) 


~ 


| veepee Jacques Kopfstein in a re- 
| cent trip abroad, the firm also ex- 


| 


Other four features comprise 


“Li'l Abner” (RKO), “Flying 
Deuces” (RKO) and two Mono- 


gram films, “Pride of the Bowery” 
and “Arizona Thoroughbred.” ‘In 
a deal negotiated by Atlantic exec- 


pects to handle a series of one- 
reel opera shorts. 





th sol 


New York. 

Named as alternates were 
George M. Burbach of KSD-TYV in 
St. Louis, Leslie C. Johnson of 
WHBF-TY of Rock Island, Ill., and 
F. Van Konynenburg of WTCN-TV 
in Minneapolis. 

Previously, committees repre- 
senting AM and FM broadcasters 
were chosen. 


Int. Shoe’s Morning TV 
Film Buy in 9 Markets 


Chicago, Aug. 1. 

Morning television was given 
another boost with the spotting of 
the Saturday a.m. “Movies for 
Kids,” hour-long film package, in 
nine markets by the Friedman- 
Shelby Div. of International Shoe 
starting this month. Morning show 
was carried on WBKB the past sea- 
son and will start again Saturday 
(5) on the Chi indie. The other 
eight markets are:—Los Angeles, 
Ft. Worth, Pittsburgh, St. Louis, 
Washington, D. C., Cincinnati and 
Detroit. 
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: ‘00-51 TV Auto Sweepstak Goldwyn-WNBT Tie-In on Doom’ 
° J 
: uto Sweepstakes = HEARING NEXT WK | Goldwyn- le-In on Doom 
° _—— every wearer oe company goes to the post this fall / e 
¥ with a big league network video entry. Automotive programmin M Set P tt P Ball ° 
t will represent a major chunk. of TV business. Radio, incidentally, ay a ern on IX y 
S never got the auto windfall because of the difficulty of plugging 
- cars via audio alone. Here’s the TV scorecard: + A new and ‘broad concept in 
. BUICK Four major television networks, Slap-‘H . | Rae relationship, which may 
Has optioned an hour on CBS Thursday nights and is now pitch- | fighting to sew up time in the oP ters set @ pattern for pix companies 
ing for Cecil B. DeMille to produce a weekly dramatic series. single-station markets for their Chicago, Aug. 1. jembracing video for promotion, 
CHEVROLET many new sponsors this fall, are WGN-TV, getting stung in a_ | will be inaugurated tonight (Wed.) 
, “Chevrolet Tele-Theatre” resumes on NBC Monday nights in expected to engage in a fight to pig in the poke deal, was all fo WHET, the key NBC video sta; 
the fall. In addition, Chevvy will bankroll Notre Dame’s home |the finish at the channel allocations| set to get on the Hopalong | tion in New York. 
: football games over. the entire DuMont network. meeting before the FCC in Wash- Cassidye bandwagon with a se- | Coinciding with the Astor the- 
CHRYSLER ington Monday (7). With all the ries of films featuring Bill jatre, N. Y., benefit premiere of ~# 
, atti. ° Vee F webs bidding for time on the sta- Boyd in his pre-“Hoppy” days, | Samuel Goldwyn’s “Edge of Doom 
Will sponsor “Treasury Men in Action,” half-hour crime docu- |sion¢ the latter are in the driver’s| only to discover in pre-screen- (tonight for the N. Y. Foundling 
mentaries packaged by Bernard Prockter via ABC. , ing the films last week that |Home, WNBT will launch Iti- 
, seat and are expected to favor the ng the fims e, ca a mu 
| DeSOTO-PLYMOUTH shows they car get on a live, rather they had been sold the wrong ple-faceted promotion _ campaign, 
Will have a half-hour show on NBC starring Groucho Marx on than kinescoped basis. Networks, Bill Boyd. The Boyd in the which will mark a radical depar- 
Thursday nights. Format not yet determined. consequently, will be battling it series was the former legit ac- ture from the customary station 
| DODGE out to line up as much time on the tor, William H. Boyd, who also break announcement. Instead, Ted 
| Has a series of half-hour dramatic shows produced in association | coaxial cable as possible. made several pix (non-West- | Cott, station manager, in coopera- 
| with the American National Theatre and Academy over ABC. Situation is becoming so acute ern), and who died in 1935. tion with Goldwyn, has evolved a 
FORD that one or two of the webs face Adding - ap pean a paasern _— “a 
“Ford TV Theatre” returns to CBS in the fall on an alternate the possibility of losing business ment wg - a * B Pit | sorta} y ter y ar. cae dines: Mpg 
| week setup. In addition; Ford dealers will be back on NBC with through their inability to guaran- Foo a aun Ss ° ~ ‘oht Th ye ro ~ Door will b 
| the Kay Kyser show, following the windup of Jack Haley’s “Ford tee delivery of sufficient live sta- rian re . he Chi T tb 8 tied 2 ith pt Ag ~ se the a 
Star Revue,” which is filling in as a summer replacement. tions. Several of the outlets in the oat x. so, t 7 Fait "ae | dante eundialaentad, testadin od rand 
HUDSON single-station markets, of course, shel ammaumatens-thah the an /ums, audience participation Gon 
Will have a show on ABC featuring dramatization of columns are. owned-and-operated by the iton had latched onto “Hoppy ” | alee from the film and other Gold- 
i bs, such as DuMont’s WDTV in : : aa ee : ’ 
penned by Billy Rose. pay Brome : Mistake was discovered | wyn releases, with a full week’s 
LINCOLN-MERCURY Aap ure h o. ae premary affi- Wednesday (19) and show trip-hammered campaign designed 
Has stayed through the summer on Ed Sullivan’s “Toast of the on ~% Th NBC's WTVR in| bowed Sunday (30), using | to identify Times Square as “Gold- 
Town” (CBS) and continues through the year. ECRMOBG. ese will naturally films featuring Buster Crabbe. |wyn Square” (in view of the 
NASH give first call to those webs. |“Room” film ‘at. the Astor and 
ee a Others, however, are in a position | Geldwen’s “Our Verw Gun” h 
Bought two half-hours on CBS, one for “Airflyte Theatre,” series to pick and choose their shows and | Goldwyn’s “Our Very Own” at the 
7 of half-hour dramatic shows. Music Corp. of America is now pitch- | the network that can give them the | () | next door Victoria). 
| ing a flock of program wig << SP oa weekly segment. | sabe wilt get the nod. orge alice S wre nines Slik hic Choe Ge 
<i ya ra. ar Out of the meeting is also ex- bert Seldes and Farley Granger, 
: Resumes in the fall with “Holiday Hotel” via ABC. pected to come final settlement of 'Goldwyn star, wenticinate ~ a 
b |other problems. Pabst Beer, for | OW | free-for-all editorial kickaround 
@ pena ~ vr ae ampere — |of “Doom.” Tonight’s Foundling 
: oning its Wednesday night fights ‘Home preem will be projected via 
Wm. Morris Sets Precedent On from St. Nicholas Arena, N. Y., é 9 special commentaries and films on 
which are carried via CBS, in favor oreéa ert |the charitable institution. In ad- 
2 . | of Kos = fights oe — dition Granger will circuit all the 
|or Chicago. Larger auditoriums in : WNBT shows throughout the week, 
| Station Rep Tie-In on Spot Sales the latter two cities mean bigger) Chicago, Aug. 1. | Goldwyn turned over $5,000 td“ 
orga’ _ ape saith age va ye PP Pee y gaan og Deng tl | the — for the “newspaper-for- 
— ' : : + | ter fight cards than those staged a 2 é -| matted” promotion package. 
Penge gs phos yd St. Nick's. CBS will thus be bia- | Hel Manufacturers which went out | "led", PrOnOUOn PROSE 
: resentatives who combined to sell Chi S Set Sale Slump ding for time on the cable in that | recently, — ee = a 9 . 
video programs on a national spot Wednesday night slot to make pos-| Major casualty wi sap a: 1 iB ri AB 
basis. The three reps are Blair, Chicago, Aug. 1. | sible carrying the fights eastbound a — gre aga mee” ” Vina S ' ol 
Katz and Free & Peters, who| . Tele sets sales in the Chi area | on the web. ; + TV eet po all = 
moved into programming opera-| during June dropped to the lowest; Nets will have the situation $15,000 aad a pte men riggs 
tions as competitors to the net-| level since last August. June dis- | somewhat eased through the new shart moxt mouth To Buck Godfre 
works by handling a vidpix series, | tribution totaled 17,809, according | facilities that American Telephone | ” ‘Jrgicati ine t y ' 
“ ” whi .| to latest Electric Assn. figures, and | & Telegraph will have available i Races Sines speneere ston “4 
Sherlock Holmes,” which Sher-| © | | erap ailable in | worried, Nescafe immediately grab- 
man, Dryer & (Robert) Weenolsen | indicates that video set buying dur-| September, A. T. & T. plans to bed ‘th NBC tim eg No ABC-TV is set to buck CBS-TV’s at 
Productions is currently filming in ‘ing the hot weather is only half | open a new radio relay system in pay ee ol ih or dau “Arthur Godfrey and His Friends” + 
England. that of the winter months. hwg sg between N. Y. and piaewted y — - oy ag yA bg hey ig 
: This year’s total for June, how-|Chi, which will mean four west- ; _to go into the Wednesday 8 p.m. ag 
91 ith the ee reps numbering] ever, is approximately doubie that bound channels In operation and| og %A, Snalberé. a¢ manater | perlod on Oct. 18. Web has sold ii 
ris agency will spearhead the sales | °f the same month last year. Total |two eastbound. Starting Sept. 30,| udget probably would not be,cut |*he time to a new company, Bymart at 
effort on “Holmes” to tele stations | Circulation is set by the survey at | in addition, A. T. & T. will open up but would be vhifted entirely and | (headed by Martin Straus, former ‘if 
other than those handled by Blair 536,895. facilities from Chi west to Kansas reallocated” after firm has had | Dres of Eversherp), for a new prod- 
Sats and Bese be Hele. ’ City, which will include the Min- time to study plans with J. Walter uct, Tintair, via Cecil & Presbrey 
Sagnel: sinent 1 the ‘deck Wiat , ~ neapolis-St. Paul territory. Also Thompson agency which was re-| agency and is now lining up sta- 
it’s the first time a major talent scheduled for September 30 is | centiy appointed to the account. | “°NS,, 
Ronen tam tenants imei aaa a ucators C new line to the south to link cities | piture emphasis will probably Net’s feeling is that there is 
station rep group. The deal will, as far as Atlanta and Birmingham. switch from sales to institutional. room for a successful commercial 
of course, give William Morris ad- Completion date of the cable} Norge spokesman said it was too anew -Sepeee Coen’. Etre 2 
ditional outlets for its talent. At west to Hollywood, meanwhile, is| early to predict effect of war or- ene, es ee ontty 
the same time, tation reps and t y - still estimated by A. T. & T. a8} ders on consumer products. is expected to be “Conflict,” a 
at big names for vidpix. « = be opened eg ogre J a, secaention wiih a ye nny Tore 
When first announced, the deal phone messages, it’s expected the ; : 4 
aroused some suspicions among In School-] y Tie phone company will convert it to WNBQ, CHI, JOINS light is headed by Jane White, 
other reps. However, the National |TV use as soon as the webs are MORNING TV PARADE daughter of Walter White, prexy 
Assn. of Radio Station Representa- eltimave, Aue. 1 willing to place orders for time. | Of National Assn. for the advance- 
tives—trade organization in the : soe Chicago, Aug. 1 | ment of Colored People. “Cot 
field—has given the plan its okay. Oct. 3 has been set by WBAL- oo . P< ‘ “; _ | flict” is being handled by Ann Mar- 
Plan can hit networks, if it TV for the second annual Edu- Borns & Allen Aud tion WNBQ, Chi NBC key, is making | lowe, who was an indie packager 
(Continued on page 32) cators’ Television Clinic, which l plans for its first entry into morn-| Yefore she became Mrs. Straus. 
P last year brought together leading TV Fil H ds Fas ing programming this fall With | “Conflict” may cause some inter- 
omc wo in the TV and educa- m nea st the exception of a few spasmodic | WP ig a eying conflict, as NBC- 
9 tional fields. ° ventures into the Monday through Ss trying round up bank- 
GE Color Won t This year’s session will bring F or CBS, Sponsor Ogling Friday afternoon pleture, the sta- |Tollers for a high-budget airer with 
‘some of the same people, plus Hollywood, Aug. 1, | tion has been dark until the late rotating emcees, potentially includ- 
| others. The vi y ‘ ‘++ | afternoon kiddie block which gen-| !28 Danny Thomas, Danny Kaye, 
e , They constitute a committee set e pilot film of the Burns & erally started about 4 p.m. Now, Ed Wynn and Jimmy Durante, in 
pset Timetable wre tine sso: ‘thes are Be esrona® stOoSe" Pat Mp |homeer,Hacal and net shows are the same time slo | 
‘Franklin Dunham, Chief of Radio| Shipped east tomorrow (2) for ine| Mitte Quotes MCN al EU ene | WHEW D Dark for H 
Washington, Aug. 1. | fice, Washington; Dr. H. C. (Curly) | spection by networks execs and in-| schedule when the fall season gets ‘ rK for nour 
Another color television system Byrd, prexy of the University of | terested sponsors. Ralph Levy, | underway. I ° , Di 
was proposed to the FCC last week! Maryland; Dr. Thomas G. Pullen, | Producer of the Ed Wynn series, According to current plans n Engineers ispute 
but it was considered very doubt-| Jr., State Superintendent of Edu-| cued the 30-minute program from wh.ch are dependent upon the Dayton, Aug. 1. : 
ful the agency would delay its! cation for the Free State; Dr. | By original by George and Willie final decisions as to the afternoon Several television engineers at 
current deliberations to get out an| Francis H. Horn, dean of McCoy | = , network shows, at least two hours; WLW-D, the Crosley station in 
early decision in order to wait for | College, which is part of J. H. U.;| Scripting battery, which turned | o¢ jocal programs will precede the Dayton, walked off their jobs last 
the new process to be demonstrat-| Dr. William H. Lemmel, super-| °Ut radio situations for comedy| wep daytimers. Besides the top-, Thursday (27) over a disagreement 
ed. The new system, still in the|intendent of Baltimore schools;| team, also worked on the tele-| of-the-schedule extension, it’s on operation schedule, and the sta- _.« a 
laboratory stage, is the creation (Continued on page 35) | version. They were headed by | pianned to fill with local shows any | tion was dark from 11 a.m. to noon, j 
of General Electric Co. Color pas ‘ -Paul Hanning, and include Stan | gaps such as the 5:30-6 p.m. (CDT)! at which time the station r d / 
pictures have neither been trans- Shapiro, Sid Dorfman, Harvey | siot and the 11 p.m. to. midnight | normal, o rem satan " aseeme: ‘a ie 
mitted nor received by the process. Helm. Bill Goodwin is a holdover | period for continuous sign-on to members . of the International : 
GE calls the process “Frequency Luckies Derby Buy from the radio cast. sign-off programming. | Brotherhood of Electrical. Workers. Z 
Interlace” and says its funda-} American Tobacco has bought a ‘ee ’ Final go-ahead on the fall plans! _H. P. Lasker, general manager of : 
mental new characteristic is its us€ | half-hour of the Roller Derby on TV’s Gospel Hour are awaiting New York's decisions the station, said the dispute was : 
of frequency multiplexing.” Ad-| ABC-TV, Tuesdays at 10:30 p.m., Gospel Broadcasting Assn. has|on the Ransom Sherman show caused by the company’s plan to | 
vantages claimed are compatibility | starting Oct. 5. It will plug Lucky bought a half-hour on ABC-TV, for | which is expected to move into the go on the air at 11 a.m. and off the 2 | 
with present black and white) Strike, via BBD&O. _the Sunday at 10 p. m. period.|2 p.m. period. Still undecided is air at 12 (midnight). Station has 
standards, low-cost receivers re- Second half hour of the Derby | Titled “The Gospel Hour,” it starts | when the move will be made and started using live shows at 11] a.m. 
quiring only six more tubes than | jg open on Tuesday. Blatz has the Oct. 8. whether or not the Sherman day-| instead of using network produc- 
existing sets, freedom from color| Thursday rollercast and the Sat-' Agency is R. H. Alber of Los! timer will be an hour or a half-| tions, calling for a larger staff of 
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Sindlinger Gets Into S.F. Rating 
Scrap, Asks Change in Venue 


Philadelphia, Aug. 1. 


Albert Sindlinger’s Radox outfit |f/ 


wants to get into the test of audi- 
ence measurement systems which 
is shaping up on the Coast. How- 
ever, he wants the test switched to 
Philadelphia. 

With A. C. Nielsen having 
offered to submit his rating serv- 
ice for a comparison with C. E. 
Hooper and Dr. Sidney Roslow’s 
Pulse, Sindlinger today (Tues.) 
wired Stanley G. Breyer, commer- 
cial manager of KJBS, San Fran- 
cisco, asking to get into the rating 
test act. Breyer had originally 
proposed that Hooper and Pulse 
submit to a rating test in the area 

Sindlinger said he wanted to 
join the test because the Assn. ot 
National Advertisers’ proposal for 


an AM rate cut was “based on in- 
complete and inaccurate data” 
from Hooper and Nielsen. 
“Nielsen is reported to show,” 
Sindlinger wrote, “radio about 
24°- off nationally in the evening, 


as of April, 1950, with 10° of the 
nation owning a TV set. Since the 
consensus is that by the end of this 
year there will be 106,000,000 tele 
sets—or 20° ownership— it is 
rather logical to conclude that on 
the same basis Nielsen will have 
radio down 48%.” 

The Radox researcher said that 
since Nielsen shows the big radio 
decline with only a 10° TV pene- 
tration, while he shows only a 19°; 
AM drop in Philly with its 37° 
video ownership, “somebody is aw- 
gully wrong.” 





Roger Krupp to WCCO 


Minneapolis, Aug. 1. 
Roger Krupp, formerly with 
NBC in San Francisco, CBS in Chi- 
cago and ABC in New York as an- 
nouncer, narrator and newscaster 
has joined WCCO, local CBS sta- 


“tion, as staffer. 





This is a return to the Twin 
Cities for Krupp who before the 
war was a Staffer with WTCN, 
Twin City ABC affiliate. 


- 














GE Color 


Continued from page 31 








| earn ner 
shifting because of noise inter- 
ference. 

Possible disadvantages of the 


system, said GE, are a requirement 
for more accurate receiver align- 
ment and tuning, possible fringing 
of color, and need of full 4 mc 
bandwidth for relaying programs 

In view of previous actions of 
the Commission, it was considered 
unlikely the record would be re- 
opened to include the GE system 
The agency had advised several 
companies offering laboratory de- 
velopments that it would accept 
testimony only on systems or im- 
provements in which apparatus 
had been devised to provide dem- 
onstrations. 











Wm. Morris 











Continued from page 31 


spreads. A large number of reps 
feel that video at present isn’t 
really a network business, because 
there are so many one-station mar- 
kets and multiple affiliations. These 
sources figure the webs are getting 
a big slice of the advertiser’s dol- 
lar, “merely for shuttling around 


some  kinescope recordings’ in 
cans.” 
Under the station rep’s plans, 


they’d do the shuttling of film, but 
the stations would get paid at he 
local rate rather than at the net- 
work rate, which is lower. 











TV Tennis 








——aae Continued from page 30 


nets for rights to the tennis tour- 
neys and is now pitching the 
events to prospective sponsors. 
Web will have eight days of tennis 
in all. Davis Cup Interzone Finals 
are scheduled for the Westchester 


Country Club, N. Y., Aug. 12-13! 


and the Cup finals are to be played 
at Forest Hills, Aug. 25, 26 and 27. | 
Then the national men’s and wom- 
en’s singles are scheduled for For- 
est Hills over Labor Day weekend, 
Sept. 2, 3 and 4. 

Since last April, NBC has aired 
horse races from the three tracks 
around N. Y. and trotting races 
from Westbury, L. I. In addition, 
it has picked up several major golf 
tournaments, as well as the All- 
Star Baseball Game last month 
from Chicago. Web is also report- 
edly backing Gillette Safety Razor 
in its bidding against the DuMont 
web for exelusive rights to the 
World Series. (See separate story.) 














RWG | 
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ernment’s fight against 
nism, and finding such 
ation distasteful, I 

resign.” 

The statement brought a per- 
sonal letter from regional veepee 
Sheldon Stark asking Kelley to 
withdraw his resignation and ask- 
ing his aid in getting the agency- 
web pact. “The contract is one 
thing on which we must all put to- 
gether,” Stark wrote. 

In reply Kelley said he wouldn't 
withdraw his resignation, affirmed 
his continued support for the RWG 
and added that he had walked out 
of the council meeting because of 
attacks allegedly being made “on 
the American Legion (of which I 
am a member) and the Catholic 
Church (of which I am not a mem- 
ber) simply because they were at- 
tacking Communism.” Some mem- 
bers of RWG have been scoring the 
American Legion and_e certain 
Catholic publications for circulat- 
ing the anti-Communist newsletter 
Counter-Attack and _ its’ recent 
book, “Red Channels.” 


Commu- 
as associ- 
herewith 





Dept. Store Buys TV Show 

Schenectady, Aug. 1. 
The John G. Myers Department 
Store of Albany, will undertake 
sponsorship of its first television 
program, a three-weekly 15-minute 
afternoon program of piano solos 
and songs by Earle Pudney on 

WRGB, Schenectady. 
Show premieres Aug. 28. 


Inside Television ? 


New evidence of television’s amazing sales potential was revealed this 
week by ratings on WNBT’s “Spot the Sponsor,” series of four one- 
minute spots aired daily, which play to more than 1,000,000 families in 
a week. Film program has a daily rating of 15.7, with a 76% sponsor 
identification. Cost-per-thousand families is thus $1.02 per day. 

“Sponsor” is a one-minute brand-name memory quiz, which awards 
viewers three $25 cash prizes each day. Four one-minute Spots are 
aired at 5:13, 5:28, 6 and 6:53 p.m. cross-the-board. In the first segs. 
ment, six brands and packages are shown collectively, then individ- 
ually. Subsequent segments are identical, except that one product is 
omitted, with the first person reached by phone after each segment 
getting the $25 for “spotting” the missing one. _Thomas-Varney, Inc., 
which packages the show, has also found that one of every four Ty 
homes called can correctly identify the missing sponsor. 


NBC television, to provide better up-to-the-minute war news to its 
viewers, has rebuilt one of the smaller studios at its plant at 106ih 
street and Park avenue, N. Y. Studio is to be available at all times 
during the web’s regular programming hours, with an announcer sched- 
uled to stand by ready to break in at any time with a bulletin announce- 
ment. ; ; 

To date. NBC has cut in for half-a-minute to a minute at station- 
break times to give the last-minute bulletins. Web is now attempting 
to get permission from its sponsors to preempt a minute during a pro- 
gram in order to broadcast special news. New system supplants NBC's 
earlier use of a simple slide, bearing the words “Korean War News.” 
which was flashed on the screen while an off-screen announcer read 
the news reports, 


Chaps and spurs have become a must for the gabbers on Chicago 
kid film stanzas. Upbeat of the western theme in the kid strip video 
is being reflected in the twangy drawl and the gaudy shirts effected by 
the spielers in their live lead-ins and closers. It’s now Texas Bruce 
(Bruce Roberts) on WBKB’s “Wrangler Club” and Cactus Jim (Clar- 
ance Hartzell) on WNBQ’s strip. On WGN-TV it’s cowboy singer Bob 
Atcher as host of the Sunday night Meadow-Gold Ranch and during 
the week, Geo Curley and Chuck Bill don boots for the “Dads Root Beer 
Ranch.” Newest entry is Curley Bradley who'll do the lariat-swinging 
on Saturday morning “Bar 5 Ranch” bowing this week (5) on, WENR-T\ 
for Chuckles Candy. 


Television sure is a pioneering industry. WCPO-TV in Cincinnati 
has expanded activities so rapidly that M. C. Watters, veepee and gen- 
eral manager, found himself unable to handle the volume of biz via 
telephone from his city office to the studios on Television Hill. As a 
result he’s moved into a prairie schooner anchored outside the studros. 

Plans are underway .to enlarge the studio building, but meanwhile 
kilowatter Watters is holding forth from the covered wagon. 

Jack Sharkey, heavyweight champ in 1932-33, filed a $300,000 dam- 
age suit in N. Y. federal court last week against NBC, Chesebrough 





Mfg. Co. and McCann-Erickson agency. One-time fighter claims that 
his likeness and name were used without his consent on NBC-TV's 


film series, “Greatest Fights of the Century.” 


Columbus — Johnny Winters, 
former “morning man” and disk 
jockey at WING, Dayton, has 
transferred to WBNS-TV, where 
he holds down a Monday through 
Friday late evening feature titled 


Richmond — Dolores Hawkins, 
ABC network thrush, joins “The 
Sauer Show” at WRNL on Thurs- 
day (3), and will be featured with 
program’s regulars, Ruth Clayton, 
Lucille ,Manners, -Wilson Angel, 



































Roy Caudle and The Smoothies. 


*“Winters’ Wonderland.” 




















JUVENILE JURY 


a 


(M.B.S.-RADIO) 





LIFE BEGINS AT 80 


(N.B.C.-TV) 


Master of Ceremonies— JACK BARRY 
Directed by— DAN ENRIGHT 


STARS AND STARTERS 


(N.B.C.-RADIO) 


JUNIOR CELEBRITIES 


Produced by 


BARRY & ENRIGHT PRODUCTIONS, INC. 


_ 104 East 40th Street, New York City 


JOE DI MAGGIO SHOW 


(N.B.C.-RADIO) 


(WOR-RADIO) 
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pied piper 
now | . 





rides 


[— a moppets follow “The Ghost Rider” in 
legions, over WCAU-TV every day. “The Ghost Rider” 
has no off season—right on into summer there are more 
requests for membership than ever before. 


~ “The Ghost Rider” westerns have more juvenile 
viewers than any western feature in Philadelphia. . 


As further evidence of “The Ghost Rider’s” popu- 
larity (if more is needed) he was “mobbed” by 30,000 
howling, adoring youngsters at his first personal appear- 
ance at Fairmount Park in Philadelphia on July 4. 





WCAU-TV 


CBS affiliate—Channel 10 





And for more documented facts, “The Ghost Rider” 
has tens of thousands of returned performance cards and 
letters from enthusiastic parents which bear witness to 
the fact that they watch his program —and that his good 
conduct.code is followed to the letter. 


This loyalty speaks for itself. And if you know any- 
thing about children, you know how demanding they can 
be for the product their hero endorses. 


If you want a following for your product in Phila- 
delphia, follow “The Ghost Rider.” 





Represented by Radio Salee 
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RICHARD Ill 
(‘Masterpiece Playhouse’) 
With William Windom, Hugh Wil- 


liams, Douglas Watson, Blanche | 


Yurka, Rita Colton, others 
Producer-Director: Albert 
Cleery 
Adaptation: Ethel Frank 
60 Mins., Sun., 9 p.m, 
Sustaining 
NBC-TV, from New York 


Me- 


NBC took on a large order in at-— 


tempting to capsulize Shakespeare's 
“Richard III” on the’ hour-long 
*“Masierpiece Playhouse” Sunday 
night (30). But it bit off more than 
it could chew. Perhaps of all the 
Bard’s gems, “Richard III” is the 
one least capable of being com- 
pressed into 60 mintues. As it 
turned out, Ethel Frank's adapta- 
tion proved little more than a dress 
version of a murder marathon. 

Albert McCleery, who produced 
and directed, erred in his use of 
a single draped background, for 
the speed with which scene fol- 
lowed scene only led incon- 
gruities as exits and entrances al- 
most got tangled with one another 
Here wos one instance where the 
narrator could have assumed a 
larger burden and so have permit- 
ted a finer and less hurried ex- 
position of some of Richard's in- 
trigues and villainies. 

The entire tone and pace of 
drama should have been set by the 
acting of the title role and herein 
lay the major weakness of the per- 
formance As Richard, William 
Windom leered and grimaced, but 
never succeeded in. portraying the 
bitterness, the rancor or the vene- 
mous hatred of the malformed 
body that aspired to the throne. 
Neither the timbre of his voice nor 


to 


the 


his thespian qualities were ade- 
quate for the part. 
Blanche Yurka alone, in her 


brief entrance, gave a quality that 
the tragedy needed. 

Television certainly didn’t invite 
ne\ adherents to Shakespeare 
through this performance of “Rich- 
ara ri.” Rose. 


RECORD SPOTLIGHT 
With Howard Miller 
5 Mins.: Mon.-Wed.-Fri., 5:55 p.m. 
CHICAGO HERALD-AMERICAN 
WNBQ, Chicago 

This five-mimute three-times 
weekly record patter capsule isn’t 
on? *f WNBQ’s better ventures. 
Obviously a_ time-for-space deal 
with the Chi Herald-American, it’s 
little more than an expanded spot 
commercial. Show features disk 
jockey Howard Miller who also 
pens a record column in the daily 
Stanza’s limited appeal is aimed 
strictly at the disk fans. 

Most of the -show caught (26) 
was devoted to the playing of the 


“Tune of the Week” with the 
camera and Miller exchanging 
fixed stares. Spinning was pre- 


ceded by some brief background 
dope on the tune. Session ended 
with a short plug for a series of 
articles running in the newspaper. 
Dave. 





Cleveland—Jimmy Dudley, AM- 
TV spieler for the Cleveland 
Indians’ contests, has been signed 
by Vitalis for a five-minute score- 
board program after the baseball 
telecasts on WXEL. 


| 30 Mins.; Thurs. 
ig 


| their 


Melba orch; Mary Raye & | 
Naldi, Mark Plant, Russell, 
Nypt, guests 

Producer: West Hooker 

Director: Eddie Nugent 


(27), 9 p.m. 


ARTHUR MURRAY STUDIOS 


ABC-TV, from New York 


(Huber Hoge) 

Backed by the Arthur Murray 
Dance Studios, this new stanza 
scores high as a commercial pitch 
for the dance schools and as an in- 
structional series, but it can use 
the hypo of additional entertain- 
ment value if it’s to snag a large 
general audience. As now consti- 
tuted, it will tend to screen out 
set-owners whose interest in ball- 
room capers is slight, which may 
be what the bankroller wants 

Format is that of an audience 
participation-variety show _ with 
Katherine (Mrs. Arthur) Mgirray as 
femmecee. At the start her stance 
was a bit stiff and her voice some- 
what harsh. However, she warmed 
up hep hostess able to intro 
the acts, gab with the customers 
in the simulated hotel ballroom 
setting and to teach the viewers 
rudiments of some steps. 

There was a heavy dose of 
dancing, and repeated shots ot 
twirling couples tended toward the 
monotonous. Some of the routines, 
however, clicked: the professional 
ballroom terping of Mary Raye 
and Naldi, a Charleston contest 
among four fast-stepping teams 
and the brief lessons in the chap- 
anacas and the Charleston. 

Vocal department was not 
strong enough. Tenor’ Russell 
Nype was fair in “When I’m Not 
Near the Girl I Love,”’ with a bevy 
of Murray instructresses. taking 
part. Baritone Mark Plant was only 
so-so on “If You Are But a 
Dream.” 

Camera work, for an informal 
show, was good. Stanley Melba 
orch backed the proceedings well, 
although it probably should have 
been given.the spotlight for part 
of the show. Commercials got over 
sales points neatly and ef- 
fectively. Bril. 


as a 


CARNIVAL QUIZ 


| With Al Swinhart, Joan Reed, Milt 


Munn 
Producer: Bert Gold 
39 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 2 
Participations 
WICU, Erie, Pa. 

Midway atmosphere is success- 
fully fabricated on this daily day- 
timer, with painted drops, calliope 
music simulated on the organ by 
Milt Munn, and quizmaster Al 
Swinhart delivering effectively in 
the getup and lingo of circus bark- 
er, including slapping the canvas 


p.m, 


over his shoulder with a cane. Joan 
Reed, hardly out of her teens, is 
cute in a gypsy rig as she helps 


with the phone calls and provides 
the enthusiasm for good foil to 
Swinhart’s W. C. Fields-type rou- 
tine. 

A carnival wheel provides the 
phone number in four spins—page, 
column No., etec., which is alter- 
nated with pulling post cards out 
of a fish-bowl. Show profits by the 
use of live music (off screen), the 
tempo being matched to speed of 


spinning wheel—a neat effect. 


Wes. 
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’ | Beatrice Kraft and her 


| ARTHUR MURRAY PARTY TIME ONE MAN’S FAMILY ae 
| With Mrs. Arthur Murray, Stanley With Bert Lytell, Marjorie Gate- 


son, Russell Thorson, Eva Marie 


| gins, Lillian Schaaf, Ralph 
| Locke, Luis Van Rooten others 
| Producer: Richard Ciemmer 
Director: Edgar Kahn 
: Writer: Carleton E. Morse 
| 30 Mins.; Sat., 7:30 p.m. 
MANHATTAN SOAP CO. 
NBC-TV, from New York 

(Duane Jones) 

Off the sustaining list at NBC, 
“One Man’s Family,” one of the 
hardiest of soap operas, resumed 
telecasting Saturday night (29). 
Initial segment was designed to 
bring the audience up to date on 
the troubles surrounding the Bar- 
bour family, and through a series 
of flashbacks, the audience was 
treated to a multitude of sorrows 
the like of which rarely graces a 
TV screen. 

The script, designed to cram 
about nine months of unhappiness 
into a half-hour, was overloaded 
with plot. Flashback treatment was 


well-contrived, however, and gave 
the stanza a semblance of con- 
tinuity and integration. Dialog at 
some points was ludicrous how- 
ever 

Bert Lytell, as Henry Barbour, 
the head of the household, was 


stymied by stilted lines and a flat 
character. He had only to pucker 
his forehead in worry and concern, 
and speak gtavely or angrily as the 
occasion demanded. This he did 
very well. Michael Higgins looked 
and sounded sufficiently violent as 
Johnny, and Eva Saint Marie acted 
Claudia with restraint and simpli- 
cits Russell Thorson, Paul, 
handled the narration nicely, while 
Marjorie Gateson did a fine job as 
Mother Barbour. Other parts were 
done well. 

Camera work was good, and sets 
showed imagination and simplicity. 
Flashback narration enabled use of 
some unusual camera shots, like an 
overhead view of an operation 

Chan. 


as 





Tele Followup 








Tagging the “Voice of America” 


as the ‘“‘whisper of America,” RCA 
board chairman David Sarnoff 
made a vigorous plea for an ex- 
pansion of the U. S. overseas 
propaganda service on NBC's 
“Meet The Press” Sunday (30). 
Sarnoff declared the U. S. could 


surmount the lack of receiving fa- 
cilities behind the “Tron Curtain” 
by manufacturing $2 midget sets 
and smuggling them inside the So- 
viet areas. He disclosed that RCA 
engineers have been working on a 
model set with that idea in mind. 

While commending the State 
Department for its work with the 
limited budget available, Sarnoff 
asked for a big budget so that the 
U. S. could conduct “psychological 
peacefare” against the Soviet peo- 
ple. He pointed out that America 
was tar behind both Russia and 
England in the appropriations for 
foreign broadcasting service If 
America were to enlarge its 
“Voice” program, Sarnoff proposed 
that a separate Government agency 
handle the operation. Goaded by 
Ben Gross, N. Y. Daily News radio 
ed, on the need for another foreign 
policy, Sarnoff carefully refrained 


from committing himself and as- 
serted only that “a clear policy” 
was indispensable to the success 


of any program. 

Ford Dealers are missing the 
boat with their “Ford Star Re- 
vue” on NBC-TV. One of the feu 
big-spending sponsors to remain 
on for the summer, they could have 





built this Thursday night stanza 
into a potent selling medium 


through lack of program competi- 
tion. Show, however, has seldom 
hit top stride since its inception 
and the one last week (27%) was no 
exception. Even with a couple of 
clever sketch ideas, the program 
never generated enough spark to 
fire any audience enthusiasm. 
Howard and Wanda Bell opened 
the proceedings neatly with some 
intricate and well-executed bal- 
ancing routines. Best skit was a 
|satire on grand opera featuring 
Jack Haley, star of the show, and 
guest vocalists Annamary Dickey 
}and Jimmy Carroll but. while the 
lvrics were clever, the windup was 
old-hat. Singers handled their solo 


and duet thrushing acceptably, al- ' 
~~ | though 


voice was no 
Miss Dickey. 
Dancers 
| turned in their standard dance rou- 
| tine and joined Haley for an okay 


Carroll's 


; match for that of 


|sketch in the finale. George De 
| Witt scored with his impersona- 
tions, although the fact he had 


| done the same act on previous 
| video shows lessened the impact. 
| Mello-Larks and the Ted Adolphus 
| Dancers did okay in their usual 
| spots on the show. 


Saint, James Lee, Michael Hig- 


*baritone, Mr. B. 


|'LET’S ARBITRATE 


With Samuel R. Zack, Thomas L. 


Norton, Robert R. Sugarman, 
arbitrators; Ted Mallie, an- 
nouncer 


‘Producer: Zack 


Director: Alex Courtney 
30 Mins., Thurs., 7:30 p.m. 


| Sustaining 


WOR-TV, New York 


The audience for this half-hour , 


arbitration session of actuai labor 
problems must necessariiy be 
limited, since the cases themselves 
are complicated labor disputes, 
and because the procedure 
lowed is a quasi-judicial one. Both 
tend to tax the concentration of a 
lay audience. Show consists of an 
arbitration panel of three, the two 


parties to the dispute, and their 
counsel, 

The facts in the case are 
brought out in a courtroom man- 
ner, with counsel for each side 
questioning witnesses and sum- 
ming up at the end. Because the 
case is actually fought before the 
camera, there is some visual in- 
terest, as well as vocal On the 
initial show, both lawyers got 
themselves somewhat excited at 
various points, helping to sustain 


interest. 

At the same time, though, prac- 
tice of keeping the disputants’ 
identities secret necessitated keep- 


ing their backs to the camera. 
The audience saw the lawyer ask 


a question and watched him listen- 


ing to the reply without seeing 
the source of the reply. All that 


could be seen was a portion of the 
disputants’ head. 

The panel was a distinguished 
one, consisting of Zack, who has 
ben arbitrating for same time over 
radio, Thomas L. Norton, dean of 
the City College School of Busi- 
ness, and Robert R. Sugarman, 
professor the New York Law 
School. But as far as audience 
interest was concerned, . there 
might just as well have been no 
panel at all, for its decision was 
withheld until the following week. 
As a device to sustain audience 
interest, this procedure is a faulty 


at 


one: it will probably discourage | 
rather than eneourage viewing. | 
Panel handled itself well, Zack 


ruling on points of procedure as 
ehairman and others restricting 
themselves to questions. 

Case in initial segment con- 
cerned an employer who had fired 
five of his unionized help tor 
carrying picket signs in a strike 
against him stemming from an- 
other union’s attempt to organize 
a second business he had started. 
His entire plant had observed the 
boyveott installed by the strikers, 
but these five relieved striking 
picketers in what he termed viola- 


tion of their contract. Lawyers 
presented their cases. skillfully, 
but program ended in a terrific 
letdown when it was announced 


the decision would be made on the 


next program. Chan. 

BOB BERRY’S LUCK ’LEVEN 
RANCH 

With Bob Berry, Kit Tyson, Joe 
Croghan 

Director: Jerre Wyatt 


Producer: Victor F. Campbell 
30 Mins.: Mon.-thru-Fri., 6:30 p.m. 
Participating 
WBAL-TYV, Baltiniore 

This bucolic whoopee with loot 
for kids and grownups, follows a 
Western trend in the video realm, 


and is anything but a dish for in- . 


tellegensia, but kids love it as 
fondly as do the grownups. Stellar 
hustler in this rungy piece is Bob 
Berry, who has done everything on 
the station over three years but a 
trapeze nipup. An emcee, a hymn- 
chanting “practical parson,’ a host 
to old ladies who have nowhere to 
go in the afternoon and so wind 
up in the studios, and just a plain 
is a brone-buster 
with chaps to prove it. 

Program got off for premiere 
this week with stage contestants 
choosing nicknames. Prize went to 
the podner picking screwiest moni- 
ker. Ranch hands (audience) picked 
for stage were costumed. Kids were 
tagged buckeroos and bronc buster 


title was given older, but more 
childish showoffs. 
It all amounts to this: Vie 


Campbell has come up with a new 
(?) vehicle for parlor games. Films 
are run backwards and audience 
guesses at titles. One pistol-happv 
youth drew a bike for guessing 
“Ghost Riders’ without an assist 
from V. Monroe. They play dart- 
board, too. The toughest hombre 
chosen gets some other kind of 
loot, as does the sheriff’s daughter, 
the inevitable “Pistol Packin’ 
Mamma” and a character (daily) 
rejoicing in the titular distinction 
of Pinto Pete. 

Characters are selected by 
bronco buster, Berry, with audi- 
ence registry. Gals get silk hose 
which ain't got no place on a 
ranch, podner, clothes hampers 
and whatever happens to be within 
reach of the studio scouts. 

Show is a change of technique 
‘for the local dinner period. 


fol- | 


| devices developed to date by 


| several of 


| MISS U. 8S: TELEVISION 
‘With Lee Bennett, emcee; 
Trendler Orch 
Producer: Paul Fogarty 
| Director: Barry McKinley 
| 30 Mins.; Sat., 7:30 p.m, 
WGN-TV, Chicago 

WGN-TV, participating in the 
hunt for Miss Television being con- 
ducted by video stations across 
the- country under the aegis of 
Radio Features, Inc., is carrying 
weekly eliminations from its Chi 
Fair studios. The two-pronged 
search, seeking talent as well as 
pulchritude, makes for more than 
just another beguty contest and 
invests the idea with stronger en- 
tertainment values for the home 
audience. 

The five contestants on the show 
seen (29), although somewhat more 
beauteous than talented, evidenced 


Bob 


enough ability in their turns for 
a generally pleasant half-hour. In- 
troduced individually, the girls 


pirouetted briefly before the cam- 
era, did their specialties, and came 
back at the end of the stanza for 
a final looksee by the studio judges. 


The show’s winner filled her 
swim suit a bit better than her 
singing job on “I Didn’t Slip, T 


Wasn't Pushed, I Fell.’’ The others 
included a magician, a pianist, a 
golfer and another thrush. 

The long list of prizes, including 
slides of many of them, slowed the 
session considerably. 

Lee Bennett’s emceeing was a 
little lackadaisical. Backing by 
Bob Trendler and band was okay 
as was the lensing and lighting. 


Dave. 
COME TO THE FAIR 
With Johnny Green, emcee: Joan 
Barton, Jacques Cordon, The 


Harmonicats, The Melba Cortes 

Dancers; Bob Trendler Orch 
Producer: Paul Fogarty 
Director: Barry McKinley 
30 Mins.: Sat., 7 p.m. 
WGN-TV, Chicago 

As one of the best pramotional 
any 
of the quartet of Chi video sta- 
tions, WGN-TV erected studios at 
the Chi Fair and is showcasing 
its shows before Fair 


audiences. This particular variety 
stanza, using the fair theme, in- 


cluding a barker as an emcee, was 
built especially for the exposition. 
Although sustaining, stanza caught 
(29) was well larded with good tal- 
ent and came off as a pleasing en- 
try 

Top honors of the show go to the 
Harmonicats, whose four tunes. cli- 
maxed by their now-famous ver- 
sion of “Peg O’ My Heart.” were 
consistently fine A close second 
was Jacques Cordon, scoring with 
his unicyele turn. His act, espe- 
cially the hat switching routine, 
might have come off even stronger 
had longer-range shots been used 
now and then to catch the full ef- 
fects of his cycling. Joan Barton 
| did some nice chirping on “Lullaby 
of Broadway.” The Melba Cortes 
dancers registered only fair, video- 
wise. 

Johnny Green as the barker was 
okay. Bob Trendler and band sup- 
ported ably. Dave. 


SPINS AND NEEDLES 

With Bob Kahle, Mary Ann Good- 
rich 

Producer: Bert Gold 

60 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 12:30 p.m. 

Participation 

WICU, Erie, Pa. 
If relaxation is a TV ideal, this 


noontimer is something like a 
paragon of programming. Bob 


Kahle, who has vocally hypnotized 
a considerable local following on 
AM with a voice more like a purr, 
projects in character on the lenses. 
If this were a late night show, he'd 
be a great insomnia cure. As it is, 
he’s” effective as restful after- 
lunch fare, and ideally suited for 
femme appeal. 

It’s.a disk-jock show, with what 
might possibly -be a novel gim- 
mick — sewing demonstrations for 
the pictorial effect, with enough of 
a play-by-play account to maintain 
the shows premise, “you, too, 
can — —.”’ What helps it to look 
easy is the age of the sewing ma- 


chine pilot; hardly more than a 
bobby-soxer, 
No great excitement is offmred, 


but production smoothly aids show 
accomplish its purpose. Wes. 
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Richards May Be 


Forced to Testify 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
Testimony by G. A. Richards at 


the FCC hearing of license renew- | 


als for his three stations may be 
compelled by James Cunningham, 


Government examiner. After hear- | 


ing expert testimony by Dr. Mil- 


dred Healey, X-ray specialist with | 
U. S. Public Health Service, on | 


heart condition of Richards, Cun- 
ningham said, ‘‘My inclination now 
is to enforce a subpoena and com- 
pel appearance of Richards as I 
think his testimony is by far most 
pertinent to this case.’ 

He modified his ruling, however, 
by saying he would first like to hear 
from Dr. H. D. Steinback, of De- 
troit, who had been treating Rich- 
ards for a heart condition since 
1938. 

Hugh Fulton, chief counsel for 
Richards, produced a letter from 
Steinback in which the medico 
stated “if Richards is put under 
mental strain he will collapse and 


probably be direct cause of loss of | 


his life.” 
After examination of X-rays Dr. 


Healey testified Richards’ heart ac- | 


tion was “just within upper limits 
of normal and 12% above predict- 
ed average.” 
were accused of “trying to wreck 
health” of Robert Reynolds, KMPC 
manager, by forcing him to cut 
short his vacation and return for 
further examination. He was on 
the stand 18 days and said he lost 
15 pounds. 


Meehan’s New Hub Spot 


Boston, Aug. 1. 
C. M. (Tom) Meehan, Director of 
Public Relations for Westinghouse 
Radio Stations, Inc., 
pointed sales manager of WBZ and 





WBZA, Hub and Springfield NBC | 


outlets. 

Appointment of Meehan splits 
sales department into two distinct 
categories with C. Herbert Masse, 
longtime sales manager of both 
WBZ and WBZ-TV, to concentrate 
solely on video biz under the new 
setup. 


yovernment counsel | 


has been ap- |! 










KSTP 


Continued from page 30 


| 
| 





code. He also charges that the in- | 
stallation and wiring were made 
| without a permit having been ob- | 
tained first. He demands that all 
improperly installed 
equipment be removed and that a 
be obtained 


|/new_ permit 


| fore televising of the ball games 
is resumed. 


and strikers now claim they've 
been locked out: by the station. 
There have been numerous court 
battles, disputes -between pickets 
and station personnel at the studio 


in the midway district and at the | 


transmitter. On one occasion two 
bullets were fired into a_ trans- 
former at the studio. St. Paul city 
Officials acted to stop KSTP from 
televising wrestling cards at the 
Armory there. 


WBAL Clinic 


Continued from page 31 

















i Rev. Dr. Leo McCormick, superin- 
tendent of Catholic schools, Balti-| 
more, and Hans Froelicher, Jr., 
headmaster of Park School, Balti- 
| more, 

Purpose is to take another step 
forward in the pioneering work of 
WBAL-TV in the broad education 
field it has mapped out over the 
last 16 months. One of the tech-| 
niques is the placement of moni- 
tor TV sets in 40-odd schools. It 
is hoped that eventually all schools 
'will have video provided by the 
| Station and the State of Maryland. 
| Teaching pattern will call for 
regular teachers in the classrooms, 
who wiil prepare and brief classes 
to be addressed simultaneously by | 


leading educators to be selected by | 
the committee meeting in October. | 





San Antonio — W. D. “Dub” 
Rogers, veepee of KEYL, has as- 
sumed the general managership of 
the TV outlet following the resig- 
nation of W. B. Miller. Rogers has 
been with the outlet since its start. 
Miller resigned to become a man- 
agement consultant. 


aie 


wiring and | 


Present strike is for higher pay | 


WBBM Sponsor Spree; 


8 New Bankrollers 


Chicago, Aug. 1. 
In one of the biggest business 
flurries in the station’s history, | 
WBBM, CBS Chi station, wrapped | 
up eight sponsors for shows total-| 
ing seven and a half hours weekly. | 


| Included in the bundle of eight, 
when | 


| proper installation is made and be- | cross-the-board 


are five quarter-hour. 
strips, a 
times weekly show and two Satur- 
day football roundups. 

One of the shows is the 
pickup of -the Ed Murrow CBS 
newscast, which will be sponsored 
on WBBM by Chi Philco Distribu- 
tors starting Sept. 4. 


KGO CANCELS GABBER 
AFTER BRIDGES INVITE! 


San Francisco, Aug. 1. 
ABC outlet here, KGO, has re- 


programs 


local 





‘fused to renew the contract of Sid- 


ney Rogers, left-wing commentator 
who had announced Harry Bridges 
as his guest on his regular Sunday 
program. After conferring with 


|New York, KGO nixed the Bridges 


appearance. 

The decision, according to ABC 
New York headquarters, is based 
on argument Bridges’ proposed re- 
marks would be controversial, not 
commentary, and Rogers’ program 
is not so labeled. 

Dropping of Rogers, who has 
been on the air five years, was 
made because the Northern Cali- 
fornia CIO Council, his sponsor, 
dropped him and he is operating 
under sponsorship of Sidney Rog~ 
ers Radio Fund; with himself as 
president. Rogers’ final program 
was a strong blast against the ABC 
net. Script was okayed by office 
here in effort to show they do not 


| object to free speech even if it hits 
'at them. 





Detroit — WWJ-TV will air the | 
Miss U. S. Television contest in 
Detroit. Cunningham’s Drug Stores, 
through Simons-Michelson agency, | 
will pay the freight. There will 
be daily auditions and four one- 
hour shows on Mondays and the 
half-hour finals Aug. 


three-|. . 


confrere .of Greenstreet. 


L. A. 


17. Contest | 








in Bermuda . . . Schlitz beer re- 
| ported set to spend $25,000 in a big | 
publicity campaign for its ‘Pulitzer 
Prize Playhouse” on ABC-TV. 
Mike O’Shea subs for Danton) 
Walker for three weeks on WPIX | 
starting Friday (4) at 7:30-8 p.m. | 
. Dorothy Gabriel, formerly as- | 
sistant to Eleanor Kilgallen in| 
CBS casting and previously with 
Biow agency, has joined William 
McCaffery talent agency. She’ll' 
work on video .. . Robert Downing, 
usually a legit production stage 
manager, played a Sydney Green- 
street-type role on CBS-TV’s “The 
Web” last night (1). He’s an old 


Hollywood 


Mal Boyd around for a month 
to gather up material and actors 
for the TV films Mary Pickford 
will produce in New York 
Latest count on tele sets in the | 
area passed 600,000 . Bill 
Robson is moving to N. Y. but ‘stay- 
ing with CBS as a TV producer 

Burns and Allen video test 
was given a closed circuit ride last 
week and all hands agreed the 
sight medium is their oyster .. . 
Richard Whorf will take time out 
from his picture and stage work 
to direct Joan Davis in her tele 
debut. Wants to try his hand at 
the new game and see how he likes 
it . . ..Walter Wanger cast Glenn 
Langan as the romantic interest in | 
his first Dorothy Lamour film for 
ABC ... Ginny Simms taking her 
tele bow on “Club Celebrity” over | 
KNBH Aug. 1... Dacita, a Latin | 
dish, fronts an all-male band in a} 
new series on KFI-TV ... Para-| 
mount Television Productions took | 
over national distribution of ‘“Hol- 
Ivwood Reel” for Eskine Johnson 
and Coy Watson. For the first 26 | 
they got a cash payment and per- | 
centage of the profits .. . NBC’s 
Carolina Burke in town in search 
of three actors for “Six Charac- | 
ters in Search of an Author” for} 
Aug. 3 telecast of Masterpiece | 
Playhouse. 





Chicago 


ABC sportscaster Harry Wismer 


will- get allout bally from Detroit to call the shots on web's telecast 


News. owner of WWJ. 


of Tam O’Shanter golf tourney 


Tele Chatter 


Continued from page 30 


| sen, former WBBM salesman, 














Aug. 13... George Marr, WTMJ 
special events director, is handling 


'a Series of weekly remotes from 


places of interest around the city 
for the Milwaukee station... 
Charles Zeller, Guenther Bradford 
radio and TV chief, became a GB 
|'veepee and father of a son last 
week. The Pure Oil Co, 
through Leo Burnett, picked up 
NBC’s “Who Said That?” on WNBQ 
starting Sept. 11... Ralph Peter- 
joins 
the WBKB sales crew . Carlay 
Co. (Ayds) have ordered 26-week 
renewal of WENR’s “Our Gal 
Toni,” emceed by Toni Gilman and 
Charlie Flynn . . . Wilfred Prather 
upped to TV technical director at 
WNBQ Singer Bill Farrell's 
weekly half-hour stanza on W EMT. 
TV for Teletronics, to bow Monday 
(7) . . . Rae Stewart, remaining 
half of WBKB’s duo of femme cam- 
era operators, to exit the station 
this month ... U. S. Brewing Co. 
(Rheingold Beer) bought two week- 
ly quarter-hours on WENR-TV... 
Jack Schneider, former WMAQ 
salesman, is new member of Chi 
CBS-TV spot sales dept... . WGN- 
TV’s Wednesday night feature film 
sold to Aron Motors 


London 


Emrys Jones has the title role in 
“The History of Mr. Polly’ to be 
aired Aug. 13 and 17. The H. G. 
Wells story has been adapted for 
TV by Robert Christie and produc- 
tion is by Douglas Allen. Mary 
Mackenzie. and Gladys Hensen 
have top roles... On Friday (4) 
Richard Dimbleby will be com- 
mentating from Northolt Airport 


'on the departure of passengers for 


Paris. That day marks the begin- 
ning of the peak holiday season 
when more than 1,000 passengers 
will be departing for the French 
capital .. . Amother TV play is 
“Man of Two Minds” special, 
written for the medium by Peter 
Fraser, which is to be aired Aug. 
15. Leonard Brett will produce 
with William Fox and Isabel a 
as the leads... Latest in fhe 
“Other People’s Jobs” series to- 
night (2) will show what applied 
photography means in everyday 
life 
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The leading station in 





the leading market for 





THE LEADING MARKETS? More automobiles are registered in Los Angeles 
County than in any other county in the nation. More than in New York's 
five boroughs combined. More than in any one of 41 states. 


Los Angeles County’s 6,729 service stations sold $87,474,000 worth of 
gasoline, oil and other automotive supplies last year. Auto supply dealers 


sold $35,000,000 worth of parts and accessories. 


ing market by telling 


THE LEADING STATION: KNX. the most-listened-to station in Los Angeles. 
Says Pulse: KNX is first in twelve out of eighteen one-hour time periods, 
Monday through Friday .. . and first in total rated time periods. 


If you sell automobiles or automotive supplies, you can lead in the lead- 


your sales story on... 




















Represented by RADIO SALES 





automotive purchases 


LOS ANGELES 
$0,000 WATTS 


COLUMBIA OWNED 
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36 RADIO-TELEVISION 

Columbus—Ed Thompson, Col-' Mich. Financia] backing is com- 
lingdale, Pa., and formerly of ing from Jerry Coughlin, Detroit 
WLIM, Wilmington, Del., and merchant. Pair expect to be on 
WEEX, Easton, Pa., has been air Nov. 15 and are exploring TV 
added to announcing staff of possibilities. ~ 


WHKC. Thompson takes the place 
of Don Fritz, who deserted the 
mike to do mission work for the 
Lutheran Church at Hialeah, Fla. 


San Antonio—Bill Allert of the 
city newsroom staff of WOAI has 
been called to active duty in the 
Marine Corps. 


Seattle—With Dick Keplinger 
now doing a news exclusive for 
Shell Oil on KJR, Bob Ackerley, 
veteran KJR news and sports cas- 
fr. is moving over to KXA, local 
indie, to take over the four news 
shows and one d. j. stint that Kep- 
linger formerly did for KXA. 
Ackerley’s first programs will be- 
gin Aug. 14. 


Minneapolis—Harry Peck, form- 
er KFOR, Lincoln, Neb., general 
manager, has succeeded Mel Drake, 
resigned, as new manager of 
WDGY, local 50,000-watt indie... 
Dr. E. W. Ziebarth, University 
of Minnesota speech department 
chairman, has just returned from 
a tour of Europe and the Middle 
East for CBS and is resuming his 
WCCO news analyses. 


Detroit—Veteran radio man Bill 


Sawyer has received FCC approval 
for a 1,000-watter in Marine City, 


Chi Cubs 


Continued from page * joa 























states. There’s no way of measur- 
ing just how many fans are brought 
to the park by Wilson's unflagging 
enthusiasm for fhe team, the 
coaches and “beautiful Wrigley 
Field,” but it’s no secret that the 
Cub management is aware of its 
value at the wicket in generating 
gd maintaining interest. The Cub 


usiness office. reciprocates, in 
part, by sponsoring his quarter- 
hour “Cubs News” nightly on 
WIND. 


Also doing their part in keeping 
this year’s Cub home attendance 
above last year’s figure in spite of 
some bad breaks in weather are 
Jack Brickhouse, who does the tele 
commentary on WGN-TV’s beam- 
ings, and Joe Wilson, who covers 
for WBKB. Both work as hard 
“selling” the team as they do for 
their regular sponsors. 


The two video stations have car- 
ried the Cubs games since 1948, 
with WENR-TV joining them dur- 
ing 1949. During both years, the 
gate topped the million mark, mak- 
ing the Cubs the only team in the 
history of baseball to draw over 
1,000,000 as a last place team two 
years running. 

The Cub business office refuses 
to commit itself on the super- 
heated question of video's effect 
on the gate other than to say the 
evidence would seem to indicate 
that it hasn’t hurt in its situation. 











Savannah 


from page 27 











een C ONtinued 


pointed to the Commission’s “Blue 
Book” as recognizing the role of 
the public, including station li- 
censees and trade associations, in 
improving the quality of program 
service. It cited Chairman Wayne 
Coy’s speech of last April to the 
NAB in calling upon broadcasters 
as a group to use their efforts to 
obtain better programs. 

In the present case, said the 
Council, “the existing broadcast 
stations in Savannah, who do have 
standing as parties, have gone to 
considerable effort and expense in 
bringing to the attention of the 
Commission certain matters per- 
taining to the program proposals 
of Mr. Rivers. For the Commis- 
sion at this time to dismiss such 
efforts as being made by ‘appointed 
guardians’ or by persons having 
only a ‘sentimental’ interest can 
only lead to discouragement on the 
part of the general public to ful- 
fill its role—heretofore consistently 
encouraged by the Commission— 
in the development of the Ameri- 
can system of broadcasting.” 

Since the Commission has called 
upon Rivers to supply further in- 
formation about his program plans 
before issuing him a license, the 
Couneil argued that the agency is 
required to reconsider its action in 
granting the construction permit 
and to hold a hearing, Rivers is 
now permitted to complete con- 
struction, engage personnel, and 
enter into contracts and “would be 
in a strong positio~ to contest the 
Commission's refusal to grant him 
a license on the ground of irrepa- 
rable injury.” 

The Council therefore’ urged 
that problems respecting Rivers’ 
qualifications “‘be resolved immedi- 
ately and prior to the commence- 
ment of construction of his sta- 
tion.” 








DPA 


i Continwed from page 26 
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the “Gentleman's Agreement” of 
1941 with Mexico, limiting U. S. 
use of the frequencies, was no 
longer valid and that negotiations 


\for lifting the restrictions were de- | 


layed by international problems 
arising under the North American 


Regional Broadcasting Agreement. | 


| The Commission, however, held 
that it will be to the best inter- 
ests of the U. S. in forthcoming 
‘conferences to negotiate a new 


OF Mulls Production 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 


Outcome of the present Korean | 


crisis will determine whether Offi- 
cial Films, New York telefilm dis- 
tributing company, jumps into pro- 
duction of vidpix, according to 
board chairman I. D. (Ike) Levy, 
here for a brief business and pleas- 
ure trip. 

Levy said OF plans eventually 
to make quality pix on “worth- 
while subjects” to augment its 
present catalog of 1,500 films avail- 
able for television. 


Zenith’s McDonald Warns 
Of Possible TY Cutback 
In Stockholders’ Report 


Chicago, Aug. 1. 

Despite the logging in of the 
most successful year in the com- 
pany’s history, Zenith Corp. prexy 
Comm. Eugene McDonald's annual 
stockholders’ report reflected the 
ominous overtones of the inter- 
national situation last week. 

The most immediate and specific 
impact of the currently unsettled 
conditions—and one that undoubt- 
edly will be extended to other 
manufacturers—is the warning 
voiced by the Zenith topper that 
the company may be forced to 
boost its television set prices be- 
cause of rising materials costs. 

Also likely in the near future is 
the conversion of some production 
to Government orders. Although 
currently Zenith’s entire output is 
for the civilian market and despite 
expanded facilities, Comm. Mc- 
Donald reported the company will 
be forced to allocate both its radio 
and tele output for the rest of the 
year. 

The Zenith prexy touched briefly 








on the subject of Phonevision 
which he described as Zenith’s 


“metkgod of providing a box-office 
for the home showing of good mo- 
vies, outstanding sports events and 
other costly features which are 
otherwise unavailable on _ tele- 
vision.” In describing the pending 
test of the pay-as-you-see system 
in Chicago, he emphasized the FCC 
authorization of the test “should 
not be construed as indicating that 
the Commission has or will author- 
ize Phonevision as a regular com- 
mercial service.” 

(Shortly after McDonald's report, 
the FCC gave it’s okay for a move- 
back of the 90-day Phonevision test 
starting date to Oct. 1. Zenith had 
been granted permission to make 
the test last February but had to 
ask for an extension while dicker- 
ing for suitable motion picture 

' films.) 

McDonald stated that the specu- 
\lative flurry in Teco stock had 
| quieted down after a joint state- 
'ment by himself and Thomas Mc- 
Nicholas, v.p. and general man- 
ager of Teco, pointing out that the 
stock is “highly speculative and 
could have earning power only 
| when and if Phonevision was ap- 


NARBA to continue its compli-| Proved and established as a com- 


ance with the agreement with 


‘Mexico. 
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We're proud of the successful 
company we keep on WJBK 


DR. CALDWELL 
CARTER’S LIVER PILLS 
PALMOLIVE SOAP 
FEENAMINT 

< HILL'S CASCARA QUININE 
KOLYNOS TOOTHPASTE 


METRO GOLDWYN MAYER 
OLSON RUG COMPANY 
PURITY’S TASTEE BREAD 
ROYAL DESSERTS 
STOKELY FOODS 
SWANSDOWN CAKE MIX 


Follow these leaders and boost your sales! 


WJBK-AM : 


NATIONAL SALES HEADQUARTERS: 527 LEXINGTON AVENUE 
NEW YORK 17, ELCORADO 5-2455 


oresented ‘Nationally b 
ef ) y 





WJBK-TYV,aCBS 
and Dumont affiliate. 


TV-DETROIT 


THE KATZ AGENCY, INC. 


' mercial service.” 

| Teco was set up last year as a 
| booking agc..t for Phonevision and 
| shot up from $10 to $40 a share 
| prior to the McDonald-MecNicholas 
| warning. 


| 
| 











|sign up a rival singer. 





| McFarland Bill 


t———— Continued from page 27 Gat 


volves the reorganization of the 
Commission along functional lines. 
Another concerns sanctions by the 
agency against stations for viola- 
tion of regulations, short of re- 
vocation. Another has to do with 
limiting the agency's quasi-judicial 
powers. 

It is expected that the hearings 
will be held by the full committee, 
with Rep. Dwight Rogers (D-Fla.) 
in charge. Among bills to be con- 
sidered will be the McFarland bill, 
a much broader measure _ intro- 
duced by Rep. George Sadowski 
(D-Mich.), a bill proposed by Rep. 
Rogers which would meet FCC ob- 
jections to the McFarland bill, a 
measure introduced early in the 
present session by Rep. Harry R. 
Sheppard (D-Calif.), a member of 
the Appropriations Committee, 
giving the Commission direct 
power to regulate the networks, 
and a bill by Rep. John E. Rankin 
(D-Miss.) to assist persons to re- 
cover damages from radio or tele- 
vision stations in court proceedings 
for slander, libel or defamation. 














Schenectady—Ted Baughn has 
been promoted to supervisor of 
production at WRGB, Schenectady. 





- Inside Stuff—Radio 


National Assn. of Radio News Directors will make two awards this 
year to a radio and a television station for outstanding presentation 
of news throughout the period from Sept. 1, 1949, to Sept. 1, 1950. 

Candidates for the award should submit (a) a general description 
of the station’s news activities, including personne! strength of the 
news department and a schedule of its regular news programs; (b) a 


report on special coverage of one or more major news events; (c) a 


report on special coverage of community activities or problems; and (d) 
any other pertinent information. 

In the case of radio station candidates, recordings should be submit- 
ted whenever possible, both for regularly scheduled news programs and 


outstanding special programs. TV stations should submit kinescopes or 


films of regular or special programs whenever possible. 

Entries must be postmarked not later than Sept. 22, 1950, and should 
be sent to Chairman of the Awards Committee: Ted Koop, Director of 
News and Public Affairs, CBS, Warner Bldg., Washington 4, D.C. 


NBC's “Wanted” paid off with the slaying of Edwasd Sadowski, 
sought by Cleveland police for over a year in connection with the 
murder of Philip Faranda. 

Sadowski’s freedom began to ebb when, on July 21, Stanley Ander- 
son, radio-television editor of the Cleveland Press, ran a copy of the 
criminal’s picture along with the announcement of the broadcast for 
that night. Anderson uses a column picture of the criminal of the 
broadcast each Friday. Later that evening, after WTAM carried the 
broadcast, listeners called police, telling them they had seen a man 
who matched both the picture and the description given in the broad- 
cast. 

_ Police checked the tips, found the criminal under a bed in an east 
side home. Sadowski opened fire, police returned shot for shot. Sadow- 
ski was killed; no policeman was injured. 


Policy against celeb guests on daytime disk jockey shows, on the 
grounds that the numerous plugs their appearances require slows down 
a stanza, has been relaxed by WINS, N. Y. As a result, Jack Lacey 
this week launched a “Celebrity Corner” on the indie, cross-the-board 
at 1:30-1:45 p.m. 


Veterans Hospital Radio Guild, group of N. Y. radio and agency 
execs W hich stages shows for veterans’ hospitals, is seeking to expand 
from its present operation in and around the metropolitan N. Y, area 
to hosps throughout the country. Guild, as a result, is now conducting 
a campaign for $50,000, with which it plans to hire a fulltime director 
and office assistant, plus,a field representative for establishing new 
branches in various parts of the country. Money will also be used to 
transport volunteer teams to and from the hospitals. 

VHRG teams, each comprising a group supervisor, producer, director, 
writers, actors, singing coach, etc., visit each hospital once a week. 
Patients have already been given scripts for study and, with VHRG 
guidance, stage their own radio shows either live or on tape. Pro- 
grams are broadcast over the hospital's radio system to all bed patients, 
who are provided with earphones. Shows are said to aid in the patients’ 
mental therapy. 


RCA Thesaurus has inked 57 stations for its syndicated gridiron 
series, “Touchdown Tips.” Show differs. from the usual waxed airer 
in that the broadcasts are taped weekly, with predictions of the fol- 
lowing Saturday's games, and are flown to stations in time for airing 
before the games. 

Featuring Sam Hayes, “Touchdown” has been released for nine sea- 
sons. 
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P | medium,” etc. WOR runs appeals 

Radio Sluggers to baby sitters, one of which goes: 

| “Be safe about safety pins. Be 

Continued from page 25 very careful with them. Don’t let 

the Paley aspirations had already , the baby swallow one, or stick it in 
been done. his eye, or yours.” 

The radio vets recall, too, how Obviously, breaks involve some 
at an even earlier period NBC and of America’s top literary lights, 
CBS went after Bing Crosby, for At WNBC, for instance, sign-ons 
his first network radio show. NBC and sign-offs are being penned by 
was offering $1,500 a performance, such ace scripters as Norman Cor- 
top coin in the early '30’s, when WM. Louis Untermeyer and Fanny 
radio was still in short pants. But Hurst. Although Nielsen figures 
CBS, which was also in a position | Te unavailable, many devotees of 
to offer a Paramount film contract, | belles lettres arise at 5:59 a. m, to 
since Par was then tied in with the C@tch the station's sign-on master- 
network, won out. P Whit “ee 

While realizing it lost out on a| prock tc foot’ ee een that a 
sure thing and that it couldn't areak - sunt . break, other pro- 
come up with any kind of topflight | Brom Seppers believe that they aan 
pr A 2 sco |help AM fight TV’s inroads. Video 

petition, NBC went to work to! they stress. can’ . 
Through ) ess, can’t use film stars be- 


Con Conrad it latched onto Russ | cause of the studios’ ban. 






























































However, tele stations ar i 
Columbo, then Junknow n. On the what they can. WNBT Kay Ages 
eve of Crosby’s radio premiere, letters scribbled i hildis 
NBC slotted Columbo in the time | scrawl after kid. sh vod PP ildish 
segment immediately preceding | ie sg ows and hanging 
Crosby. It so unnerved the Groan- Sue wasime rouse “me 
er that CBS was obliged to post- Will probable get Tene vanes 
: er , : . ‘ ant) 4 ¢ ( e, 
gpa a a ric aree meae outlets aré selling them 
’ ’ A J | ac ‘Ss. 

ey Hee dein payed aoae —- in } With broadcasting such a band- 

>» history : | Wagon biz, the trend is snowball- 
: | ing. You can look forward to Mrs. 
| ‘ Nussbaum following .a Groucho 
| Station Break Marx or Ed Wynn stanza with “This 
_is NBC. You were expecting may- 

Continued from page 27 be CBS?” 

by the Kent & Johnson team. | ——< 
These are well orchestrated and 
have imaginative cleffing, although 
they might become monotonous if 
expanded to symphonic length. 

CBS breaks are also going musi- 
cal. Columbia’s fall promotion 
campaign will highlight capsule 
cantatas and a Robert Heller-in- 
spired madrigal, variations on the 
theme, “This is CBS, the Stars’ Ad- 
dress.” They were composed by Aw | 
Ray (Johann Sebastian) Bloch. Courtesy of MO 

WOR, a special events-minded Now appearing with 
outlet, uses its breaks as a code. DONALD O'CONNOR 
HE ores says “This is ji. eee, 

in New York City,” instead ° 7 

of “This is WOR, N. Y..” employees Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
have to hot-foot it to 1440 Broad- === sua 
way. This has saved the owner, 
oe hg quite a few nickels in PROJECTION ROOM 

The station break is also doing a set eet? sates 
jobs, Via tags. such ae iis se | Preitetion Room with 16 and 38 
WXXX, buy bonds,” or “don’t play rng 8 oy ve 
your radio too loud.” “this is 
America’s No. ioe stem a ae oe re 
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Necca's Second Quarter Net Profit 
Tops All Other Major Diskeries 





Retaining its position as the top + 


profit-making company in the rec- 
erd industry, Decca has_ sur- 
mounted the general summer 
slump by coming out in the black 
during the second quarter of this 
year. Net profit for the period is 





understood to be _ considerably 
lower than the over $200,000 gar-| 


nered in the first quarter but the | 


Decca take is reportedly far ahead 
ef all other major diskeries despite 
its “modest” size: ° 

With the first two periods wind- 
ing up on the profit side of the 
ledger, Decca is now virtually cer- 
tain to repeat last year’s feat of 
earning a profit in all four quar- 
ters. During 1949, Decca was the 
only company to come out ahead in 
the quarterly reports,’ although 
Capitol Records also wound up in| 
the black on the overall annual | 
count. Columbia and RCA do not 
issue separate financial statements 
for their diskery operations, but 
Col reportedly earned a profit last | 
vear also on the basis of a Christ- | 
mas rush. 

Soundness of Decca’s position is 
highlighted by fact that the disk- 
ery has even snared a profit dur- 
ing July while rest of the com-| 
panies have been slowing down to | 
a walk. A flock of summer clicks | 
plus preparation for its new 45 
rpm line, to be released next 
month, has resulted in Decca’s 
putting on night shifts in its press- 
ing plants during the past few years. 
Anticipated strong business during | 
the rest of the year is likely to| 
give Decca its top take since the} 
end of the war. 


Chi AFM Local Settles 
Fracas With Muzak Over 
Disk-Spinners’ Union. 


Chicago, Aug. 1. 

James C. Petrillo’s American 
Federation of Musicians was 
thrown for a loss last week in what 
was perhaps the organization’s first 
retreat here in a union squabble in 
many years. Petrillo surrendered 
before the mediation efforts of Rob- | 
ert Ackerberg, acting National La- 
bor Relations Board director, who 
agreed to have Muzak, Inc., a piped- | 
in milsie concern, drop its unfair 
labor practices charge against the | 
union, provided Petrillo would give 
up his struggle to ensnmare the 
Muzak disk players into Local 10, 
Chicago Federation of Musicians | 
(AFL). 

Boom Electric and Amplified | 
Corp., who hold the local Muzak | 
franchise, were awarded the de-, 
cision and given the right to keep | 





their record turners on the pay-| sidiary. Stanley took over his new 
roll, without submitting to union. 
demands to either have them fired | 


or forced out of Local 134, AFL 

Electrical Workers, 

musicians’ union. 
Year-old hostilities grew out of 


competition between the amplified | 
music and live music, both being | 


nmggy paths: BP - nes | Gil Rodin, manager of the Jerry 


used 
restaurants. An implied threat was 
issued by the union at that time to 
call a strike of all orchs in rooms 
using wired music unless the piped- 
in tunes stopped or their spinners, 
all of whom are diSabled vets, 
joined the AFM union. Hotels 
stopped using the Boom service 
after the threat. 

Ackerberg, on the strength of 
Petrillo’s retreat, said he will re- 
fuse to issue a complaint against 
the musicians’ union. 


Bushkin Expands Combo 
For Cafe Society Date 


Joe Bushkin, currently heading a 
trio at the Sheraton hotel, N. Y., is 
prepping an enlarged band for an 
opening at Cafe Society Downtown, 
N.Y., Oct. 11. Band will consist of 
rhythm section and a battery of 
strings with Bushkin and Sy Oliver 
slated to do the arrangements. New 
Bushkin string orch was put to- 
gether for a series for the State 
Department’s “Voice of America” 
program. 

Bushkin, meantime, cut his first 
sides for Columbia last week. 
Among the numbers sliced was 
Bushkin’s composition, ‘Portrait of 
Tallulah,” for Tallulah Bankhead. 
Eight numbers will be put on a 
Columbia long-play disk as part of 
the diskery’s keyboard series. 
Percy Faith supervised the waving 
session. ot 





Spier May Shift 


and into the | 
| 





Flanagan Orch’s Record | 
Gross in Asbury Date} 


| 
} 
| 
Asbury Park, .N. J., Aug. 1. 
Ralph Flanagan’s orch, in a/| 
weekend (28-29) stand at Conven- | 
tion Hall here, broke Vaughn Mon- 
roe’s previous record with a total 
gross of $8,300 for ‘the two-night | 
stand. Crew went into percentage 
over its $3,000 guarantee. 
Flanagan moved to Ephreta, Pa., 
for one-niter concert Sunday night 
(20) where .it 


} 


| 


garnered $4,000, 


dates are in New Bedford, Ma3ss., 
and Warwick, R. I., this week. 





Catalog to BMI; 
Exits Chappell 


Larry Spier, who resigned sud- 
denly as general professional man- 
ager of Chappell Music last week, 
is reported dickering with Broad- 
cast Music, Inc., over possibility of 
transferring his own catalog, Larry 
Spier, Inc., to the BMI fold. 

Spier, commenting on his resig- 


ination after 20 years with Chap- 


pell, said it had been prompted by 
“several flattering offers’ from 
other publishers. He said he was 


| considering them and would not) 
| make a definite choice for some | 


time. But he also indicated he 
would devote more time to his own 
songs. Present discussions with | 
BMI have served to louden whis- | 
pers that he would devote full time | 
to his catalog. | 

His resignation came as a sur- 
prise to the industry, and it camie| 
with complete suddenness. Both | 
Spier and Chappell toppers said 
his departure was completely amic- 
able and voluntary. 


Furthering reports that he would 
devote full time to his own catalog 
is the fact that several recording 
firms have cut one of his 
songs, “Just Say I Love Her.” 


| Spier said he had not solicited any 


recordings on the tune. He esti- 


|mates the size of his catalog at 


300. 

Spier is being replaced by Stan 
Stanley, professional manager of 
Crawford Music, a_Chappell sub- 


duties Monday (31). 





| 


GRAY ORCH ASKS UNION 
TO OKAY JOB DOUBLING 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 


Gray band will formally petition 
/AFM Local 47 for permission for 
Gray and at least nine of his musi- | 
‘cians to breach union law forbid- 
'ding side jobs for sidemen earning | 
a quoted sum on radio commer- | 
' cials. Ruling was designed to 
‘spread employment among local’s | 
| 14,800 members. All previous | 
pitches for okay to breach rule 
| have been turned down. | 


Rodin’s plea is based on fact 


|a London 


It’s CBS’ ‘Business,’ Too 


Hollywood, Aug.: 1. 

Capitol Records’ pairing of 
Kay Starr and Tennessee Ernie 
on “It Ain’t Nobody’s Business 
But My Own,” is too risque for 
the tender ears ‘of CBS listen- 
ers. The web has put a fiat 
ban on the ditty about the 
homecoming hubbie who hears 
the back door slam as he ar- 
rives, and gets the title-talk 
from his frau. — 

However, since CBS’ ban on 
the Andrews Sisters’ “I Wanna 
Be Loved” some time back was 
eventually lifted, the ‘‘Busi- 
ness” platter may eventually 
get a whirl from CBS outlets. 


Bourne-Phillips — 








Augmenting its overseas cover- 
age, Bourne Music has established 
subsidiary and will 
launch similar setups in all other 
western European countries. Com- 
pany’s step was disclosed in New 
York this Week by prexy Saul 
Bourne who returned from a two- 
month trip abroad Thursday (27). 


Named Bourne, Ltd., the British 
branch will operate under super- 
vision of Peter Maurice Music and 
Jimmy Phillips. Arrangements in 
other countries will also be main- 


tained in association with native 
firms. Previously the American 
firm had local reps in various 


j 


i 
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} 
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Major Bootleg Operation Suspected 
In Chi Copyright Infringement Suit 





Bulk of $5,000,000 | 
Estate to DeSylva Widow 


Los Angeles, Aug. 1. | 
Will of the late B. G. (Buddy) De | 


| Sylva leaves the bulk of his estate 


i ee 
dancing not being permitted in this | 
town on the Sabbath. Following | nl on on 1eup 
| 


| cipal when he is 35. 


European territories but held no | 


direct interest in the outfits. 


Bourne’s new British outlet and 
Continental network will be oper- 
ated on a two-way basis, company 
head declared. Parent firm’s U. S. 
material will be, grooved through 
the European subsids. They, in 
turn, will relay local compositions 
to the N. Y. homeoffice. 


M-G-M Diskery Promotes 
Eckstine, Shearing Combo 
For Jazz Concert Tour 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 

MGM Records has been the 
prime motivating force in putting 
together as a jazz concert package 
Billy Eckstine and George Shear- 
ing’s combo. Eckstine is the label’s 
top-selling singer, and Shearing in 
recent months has become its best- 
selling jazz crew. 


As William Morris Agency han- 





in trust to his widow, Marie Wal- 
lace De Sylva, former actress. 
Aside from $170,000 in specific be- 
quests, Mrs. Wallace will receive 
the income from the $5,000,000 es- 
tate until her death. 

On her demise, the income goes 
to David Shelley,:a son by a for- 
mer marriage, who will inherit the 
principal at the age of 45. A trust 
fund of $90,000 goes to another 
son, Stephen, who draws the prin- 
Bequests of 
$10,000 each were made to the Mo- 
tion Picture Relief Fund and the 
Actors Fund of America. 


Miller Awarded 
Rights to Sleep 
As New Version 


Knotty problem in_ eopyright 
law, affecting renewal rights on 
new arrangements and versions of 
numbers, was settled last week by 
Judge John C. Knox in New York 
federal court. Under the judge’s 
ruling in the test case of Jerry 
Vogel Music, vs. Miller Music 
Corp., new arrangements and ver- 
sions, if substantial enough, can be 
copyrighted and renewed even 





| during the copyright term of the 


| “Sleep,” by Earl Burtnett. 


dles Eckstine and Joe Glazer’s As- | 


sociated Booking 


ly operating in the background, a 


Corporation | new : “treo: ” 
helms Shearing, some maneuvering | ewal rights to “Visions of Sleep 


|was necessary. With MGM silent- 


‘all rights of Miller in 


deal has been set whereby Eckstine | 


‘has “bought” Shearing for 30 one- 
night bashes to be booked across 
‘the country. In each instance Eck- | 
stine will pay off Shearing, and in 


turn be paid off by the local, pro- 
moter. Morris will do the book- 
ing. 

First date will be at,Shrine Au- 
ditorium here Sept. 13, with KFWB 


disk jockey Gene Norman present- | 


ing. Eckstine will get a $2,500 
guarantee against 50 percent of the 
gross, and out of what he reaps 
will pay Shearing’s crew an undis- 
closed amount. This formula will 
follow throughout the tour. 
Following break-in here, pack- 
age will play Oakland, San Fran- 
cisco, San Jose, Sacramento, Sa 
Lake City, Denver and Kansas City 
one-niters—thence on East. 


It will be the first time the per- 


| 


original composition. As a result 
of the ruling, trade legalites fore- 
see a flock of infringement claims. 


Case revolved around the num- 
ber, “Sleep,” which for a number 
of years has been Fred Waring’s 
theme song. In 1903, Theodore 
Presser Co. copyrighted the num- 
ber, “Visions of Sleep,” by Adam 
Geibel. In 1933, Sherman, Clay 
Co., with the consent of Presser, 
copyrighted a new version, entitled 
Both 
Geibel and Burtnett were credited 
as cleffers of “Sleep,” under the 
pseudonym of Earl Lebieg. 


Vogel, which acquired the re- 


trom Geibel’s estate, claimed that 
“Sleep” 
ended with expiration of the orig- 
inal copyright in “Visions” on 
March 24, 1931.. Vogel, in com- 
munications to the American So- 


ciety of Composers, Authors and 


Publishers, also took the position 
that the renewal copyright in 


“Visions” carried with it the re- 


/newal rights in “Sleep.” 


| 


formers have ever been braced to-| 


that Gray and many of men with | gether on a bill, and one of the few 
‘to radio work August 28 when so instrumental in teaming its art- 
'Campbell's “Club 15” program re- ists on such a venture for sales and 
‘'sumes. At that time, crew will exploitation values. 

| have one more week to go under 
| Palladium deal. Last week, in first | 


Sea nena etons tor ‘vent COL Names Oppenheim 
To Direct Masterworks 


}gsummer business in many years 
‘and close to record in terpery’s 
| postwar history. | Columbia: Records last week ap- 
| pointed David Oppenheim to the 
| newly-created post of music direc- 
Hampton Grabs 9¢ ‘tor of the diskery’s masterworks 
| division. Oppenheim will work di- 
Pasadena, Aug. 1. | rectly under longhair director Dick 
Lionel Hampton band set a new | Gilbert. His chief duty will be to 
record in a one-nighter here, gross- | supervise recording sessions. 
ing more than $9,000 for the stand| Oppenheim, a graduate of the 
promoted by Joe Adams, KOWL | Eastman School of Music, spent 
deejay. Attendance soared past most of his time in the performing 











plus tax. 
Hampton piayed the date on a 
$4,000 guarantee against 50 ag ved Leonard Bernstein and Leo- 
cent of the gate. .} pold Stokowski, 
Ty vr reg, et ; i noun 


Pe oe Iv i 





s 


Julian T. Abeles, 
Miller, was upheld 
tention that “Slesp,” as a new 
arrangement and version of 


(Continued on page 43) 


attorney for 
in his con- 





Chicago, Aug. 1. 

As the opening phase in a fight 
against one of the biggest sheet 
music bootlegging operation in 
many years, Major publishers have 
launched legal action against a 
group of Chicago printers and copy 
distribs who have been allegedly 
infringing on copyrighted music. 
Current action, filed in Federal dis- 
trict court, is for civil damages, but 
pub attorneys are reportedly also 
pressing for criminal indictments. 

Songbook printers and. distribs, 
charged in the complaint with al- 
legedly filching material, were 
named as Chicago Aligraphy and 
Lithographing Co., the MeNei) 
Bindery Co., and the Wallace Music 
House. Plaintiffs charge that these 
companies were circulating books 
containing about 450 copyrighted 
numbers last year, and then in Jan- 
uary enlarged the tome to com- 
prise 1,000 songs. Numbers in the 
book are all standards, providing a 
complete library to small bands for 
a price of only $25 or thereabouts. 

Plaintiffs are Santly-Joy, T. B. 
Harms, Edwin H. Morris, Chap- 
pell, Shapiro-Bernstein, Mayfair, 
Millis and Crawford Music, all of 
whom merged in the action to 
avoid a multiplicity of law suits. 
E. S. Hartman, attorney for the 
pubs, obtained a writ of seizure 
which has already resulted in the 
confiscation of negatives, plates, 
unfinished songbooks and other 
equipment from the defendants. 


This suit, however, is understood 
to be only one facet of a bootleg- 
ging operation that has_ been 
plaguing the industry for over a 
year. In tracking down the. cul- 
prits, pub attorneys have reported- 
ly uncovered a well-organized net- 
work of copyright. pirates through- 
out the midwest, with all ramifica- 
tions leading backward to control 
by a Chicago syndicate. Efforts 
are currently being made to wrap 
up the condition with several othe 
indictments shortly. , 


Opening legal shot by the pubs 
has already sent some of the oper- 
ators scurrying for cover in several 
other midwestern cities. Pubs, 
however, are determined to collar 
the bootleggers, collect as much 
damages as their assets will bear, 
and then petition the Federal Gov- 
ernment to prosecute for malicious 
infringement of the cvpyright law. 





Capitol’s Expansion 
In Canada Is Delayed 
By Korean War Situation 


London, Ont., Aug. 1. 
The Korean war scare has put 
a cri in Capitol Records expan- 
sion plan in Canada, officials an- 
nounced here. Manufacturers’ dif- 
ficulties in getting steel in the 
United States has delayed delivery 


of three new record presses on or« 


der. 

In eight months, Capitol has 
come up from a relatively little 
known record item to a coast-toe 
coast distributor. Within that time 
distributors have been set up from 


| Newfoundland to British Colum- 


BAND OUTLOOK BLEAK 
ON COAST THIS FALL 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
Name band bookings on the’ 
Coast will hit a new low after La-' 


bor Day with the Palladium the) 


| only West Coast terpery operating | 


him at Palladium date, will go back | times a record company has been °" & full-week basis with top 


dansapation dispensers. 


Aragon, at Ocean Park, goes on 
a three-day weekend policy when. 
Henry Busse winds his present. 
six-week cycle, operator Gordon | 
Saderup having finally gotten an 


_Okay from pier owner Charles J. 


_Lick to operate on a short week. | 


| 


ry will 


Lick, who runs the _ adjacent | 
amusement park, wanted the ball- | 
room lit constantly as an added’ 
lure for his roller coaster and 
other attractions. However, after 
watching the take for two nights, 
Lick gave his blessing to the cur- 
tailed operation. 


Col.’s ‘Tea for Two’ Album 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
Doris Day and Gene Nelson are. 





the 7,500 mark with tickets at $1.25 end of the longhair field. He was S'icing a Columbia Records album gation exited with $1,300. 
‘first elarinetist in a number of Of standards from the Warner Bros. | 


symphony orchestras, playing un- “Tea for Two.” 


| bia. 


| sible at the same time. 


To meet the demand of con- 
sumers the presses have been run- 
ning of two eight-hour shifts daily. 

It was planned to have the new 
presses interchangeable at a few 


/moments notice so that 45 rpm’s 


and 78 rpm production will be pos- 
Nine 
presses are in operation right now. 
The company, in handling its radio 
station transcription service, has 
on tap several hillbilly and Ham- 
mond organists whose work they 
plan to record. No definite ar- 
rangements have been made so far. 
The company’s 3314 rpm output 
is being job-pressed by Sparton of 
Canada, Columbia Records pro- 
ducers in Canada. The catalogue 
of LP’s so far only totals 40 sets. 
These will be increased as sdon as 
possible. 


James’ $2,200 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
Harry James’ band in its first 
one-niter locally in a long time 





4. 


| Srossed $2,200 at the Avedon Sat- 


urday night. Booked in at $1,000 
guarantee against 60%, the aggre- 


The top was $1.25, including tax. 
On the heels of such biz, Avodon 


Page Cavanaugh and his trio yesterday booked James for its 


~- 
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VARIETY 
| Best British Sheet Sellers D 


(Week Ending July 22) 


- ORCHESTRAS-MUTSIC 


RCA Victor Alerted for Emergency 


Wednesday, August 2, 1950 

















roll Garner Trio, also under con- 
tract to Atlantic, is slated to open 























London, July 26. 











York for a month and one-half. 


surveying entire operation of 
diskery. 








Alexander. 
A radio deal for Coleman is cur- 


|Jocks, Jukes and Disks 








relaxed manner by the trio, abetted 
_by good piano work and orchestral 




















Now.” Astaire and Skelton’s vo- 
calling on a brace of numbers de- 
pend for appeal on visual impact. 





> Bewitched ........... Sterling 
ut No War Conversion as Yet: DUCK ste Be coast 
° Dearie .....°.:..-: Connelly By HERM SCIIOENFELD 
Piano Roll Blues ...... Leeds 
While planning “for any emer-* Daddy’s Little Girl......Yale Tony Martin-Fran Warren: | features some fine solo work and 
gency that might arise” from the 9 a » Let’s Do It Again....Lennox (“Take A Letter Miss Smith” - “Till good backing. Either side can 
international situation, RCA Victor That’s a Tahitian? Oh, You Sweet One..Southern we Meet Again” (Victor). Martin | break wide open, and both rate in 
has not received any directives as Hollywood, Aug. 1. Cornfields ........ .. Arcadia ‘and Miss Warren are looking for plenty of jock and juke attention. en 
yet from the Government to curtail | Abe Meyer, head of music | Jealous. Heart ..New World that clicko mawelty followup to “L| . Toni Arden: “It’s Love” - “Don't jai 
commercial production, according for MCA, is going native in C'est BEEK. a eae os Maurice Said My Pajamas” with “Miss ver Leave Me” (Columbia). “tts on 
to a statement to company em- Tahiti this month. Silver Dollar ot died Merrin Scnith®” New tune, howeves, faite | sees is a bright number in the pl: 
ployees made last week by Walter He sails Aug. 4 on the SS. eaetaemen ied ...-Morris | Short of having sufficient musical |icd by Miss arden’ Tae yes 
A. Buck, vice-prexy and general Waikawa for Papeete, Tahiti, Second 12 content despite the clever treat- 9g pit Hos soubistioatll greg may be oft 
she : or jukebox 
manager of the Victor division. and just plans to beachcomb A saci ment. Duet’s effective handling of trade, but it should get it on 
Buck also disclosed that RCA for two months, as his idea of If I Loved You Williamson |the oldie on the bottom deck has of attention from thes nh my oe pel 
as yet has received no extraordi- a holidav Two on a Tandem Merrin better chances. Henri Rene fur-|jng is a slow ballad. fe lect, Th 
nary contracts from any Federal : Me and Shadow ..F.D. & H. nishes fine backgrounds on both delivered by the vocalist. eos ly M: 
agency that would necessitate con- Chattanoogie Boy........ Pic sides. in Italian helps side along. Should su] 
version of plant facilities. Com- T t 4 AFM U } Load of Hay Fields Bing Crosby: “The Friendly Is- get a better juke play than i bo! 
pany, however, was recently asked oronte $ nion Ltt Glen mae bea ea lands’ -“All My Love” (Decca). other side. Backing by Percy for 
by the Government to accelerate ° rire A ; pag oy Heart. .V ape “Islands,” from the pic, “My Blue Faith is excellent. é ane 
®ompletion of certain contract with Pickets Club Norman tomate Cake Vict = Heaven,” is a good show number Rosemary Clooney: “Why Fig! of 
authorization to go into overtime Come Dance With Me Sandie neatly vocalled by Crosby, but the Feeling” - “Crying ieneit ta £0 | 
payments. This speedup, Buck as- Over Back-Pay Demand Night Floor Fell In Coruthirn its pop qualities are questionable. Sleep” (Columbia). “Why “Fight” ate 
serted, is being handled by special- Wilhelmina : “FD eH Elaborate production on this side,'j, g gently prodding ballad ‘that 
ized personnel which will not af- ; Toronto, Aug. 1. ee etn almost burying the tune, doesn't | gts its lyric perfectly and sounds the 
fect the company’s commercial In retaliation for alleged use of a help either. Reverse is a fetching petter with each repetition. Miss vit 
output. non-union trio by the Club Nor- ? Latin number with a strong rhythm Cjooney handles it in a restrained il 
At same time, Buck accented man, top nitery here, seven-piece LONDON’S STEPPED-UP and good lyric solidly projected by ajmost whispering manner that Ma 
RCA’s preparation to assist the floor-show orchestra has been yank- Crosby. Disk is lushly — by perfectly fits its mood. Fine back- oa 
armament program on a large ed and bistro is also being picketed OUTPUT: CUTS 2? SIDES Jeff Alexander chorus and Victor ing by Percy Faith. Flip side is an ing 
scale if and when necessary. Blue- by Toronto Local of the Beverage tag aigted Young's orch. a __ easy ballad with a light bounce to he 
printing of a war production sched- Dispensers’ Union, who have allied London Records is speeding its Guy Lombardo Orch: | The Swiss it. Good jock potentialities. Ca 
ule. Buck told RCA employees, has themselves with the AFL musi- recording schedule in anticipation Bellringer” - All Ms I. ld Jimmy Saunders-Ray Bloch Orch: the 
been designed for an “orderly, Cians’ union. Showdown was pre- of sharp rise in business in Sep- agate, se 4 : po Pepe ow ld “When My Dreamboat Comes Dis 
smooth” transition when the order cipitated by Walter Murdoch, pres- tember. During past three weeks, 2 — Rg “y " 7 mate- Home”-“National Emblem March” the 
for war production comes through. ident of the Canadian Musical Pro- diskery has cut 22 pop sides, -” alta in cents ot a0 this side with (Signature). A five standard, 80N 
tective Assn.. affiliate of the James CO™Ppared with only four sides in f per a ries Teel pM hoes “Dreamboat” gets a bright workout 4 
) : . . - > go six raeks S »- a > , ¢ _ , 
C. Petrillo organization. Blow-off the preceding six weeks. 8 ae Sandie i pen Sisasnait- in this cut with Saunders’ vocal ore 
REMINGTON SETS UP behind the dispute is an alleged Among artists who have been re- lv ; cemawhtn ah al “All My solidly backed up by Ray Bloch’s Sh: 
wages bill for $4.937 which the corded in past weeks are Al Love” is smooth and glistening, = _ : — Le ea Strong Spo 
100-PIECE SYMPH ORCH union claims is owing by the Club Morgan, Teresa Brewer, Snookey pil! Flanagan delivering a fair er Ringe Bs . im one f 
Viennese Sy Lage Mero Mae ; a Sone up for several weeks ory oT Fr wae <n = ne 7 gigs Herb Jeffries: “If I Should Lose tune. ae bea 
ennese Symphony Society has until the vnion group quit two u amarata sald hed youy"-“Love Me Long, Hold Me Bill bh We" 5 Wh 
been organized by Donald H. weeks ago. keep up pace right into the fall. Close, Kiss Me Warm and Tender” | 4 ™ Farrell: “You're Not in My it 
Gabor, prez of Remington Records, The affidavit includes charges (Columbia). Jeffries’ emergence as ; eg Tonight '- Deed I Do vat 
oes a ag eee , ; Sao or Bes MN i f ee hpi” (M-G-M). Farrell shows up well pa 
and Marcel Prawy of Vienna. that there was falsification of V ? D b : a song stylist is strikingly evident 5n these change-of-p: an wh: 
Group has formed a _ 100-piece cheques showing payment of more arsity Sy istri ution on.this disk. On “Lose You,” he «a png Teuight "' de tation i tha 
symphony orch which will record money than the members of the gives a feeling performance that griven home with Farralla trical peo 
for Remington. group actually received. While the Deal on Low- Priced LPs sells. Reverse smacks of Frankie  ;o}jer-coaster crooning attack. , Re- cer 
Prez of the organization is Prawy Club Norman is immediately car- ‘ Laine in the vocal rhythm stunting | verse js a punchy rhythm item at | 
while Gabor is board chairman. rying on operations, with the hir- Varsity Records, N. Y., has but Jeffries still manages to come also effectively sold by Farrell fro! 
Named musical director has been ing of a non-union orchestra, Mur- worked out a deal with its distribu- through on his own. Number has | Russ Case orch supplies full hack. ; 
Hans Wolf and Kurt Woss is to be doch is insistent on _ pressing — wnereoy they'll handle disk-| @ a a oe ge re 4 grounds. vol 
permanent orchestral conductor. charges and is promised the parti- park Hos 99c LPs. Up to now the low- eR perio oed nay ae oe tale 
Outfit plans to tour Austrian talent cipation of allied unions who will prices Jong players were being sagt ee ee ee Album Reviews pla 
mm the U. S. and vice versa. enter the: fight. Meanwhile, Nor- | 20!4,direct by the record company| tera Lynn - Lee Lawrence: the 
man Cornell, owner of the ela to department stores throughout “Cherrystones” - Your Heart And Fred Astaire-Red Skelton-Arlene adn 
‘ which has three separate and large the country. The addition of regu- el Heart eee This is the Dahl-Gloria De Haven: “Three Lit- bin, 
R th B Sti kM Ghee rooms on three floors. deni >~ | lar distribution for the 99c platters es! cut oO 1errystones, a tile W ords” (M-G-M). From the 
u rown, C C a a3 Ss, denies the wil) not conflict with the all " worthwhile ballad with a charming Metro film by the same name “— 
$4.937 bill, plus the affidavit al- ynflict with the allotment me Due > Mics ; : _Q. Rat: oe? abl 
. | teeat ' . al- to the department stores theme. Duet by Miss Lynn and M-G-M has packaged an attractive 
Repacted by Atlantic egations, and will continue opera- The taking on of the low-priced Lawrence is light and lucid, giving soundtrack album of the Bert Kal- tha 
tions with non-union musicians and disks by the distri ‘ -price@ this side a big potential. Flipover mar-Harry Ruby score. Set pre- to t 
Atlantic Records, N. Y., has re- trio entertainers. yao y the distributors, it’s un- has Miss Lynn delivering a fine sents eight standards delivered with a g 
pacted songstress Ruth Brown and erstood, Mrs done to satisfy nu-' yocal on another good ballad. Bob varying effect on disks by the pic’s seni 
vocalist Stick McGhee with both Lond P merous dealer demands for the Farnon orch accomps on both stars. Anita Ellis is particularly side 
getting substantial advances in roy- ondon Prexy to N.Y, | product. | sides. effective in “Thinking of You” act 
alty deals. McGhee’s recording of E. R. Lewis, president of Lendon Andrews Sisters: “Can't We Talk While Arlene Dahl scores in “I 
“Drinking Wine Spo-Dee- wi Dee’ ’ Records, is due in New York Aug. McGRANE'S NEW DEAL It Over” - “There Will Never Be Love You So Much. Helen Kane, TD 
was one of the diskery’s biggest 7 for his semi-annual visit from Don McGrane’s 11-man hote] Another You” (Decca). Andrews the “boop-boop-a-doop” gal, evokes 
sellers last year. England. orch and singer Roger Coleman Sisters combine with Gordon Jen- | 4 nostalgic peaponee with “I Wanna 
Miss Brown along with the Er-|__ He is expected to remain in New were signed recently bv Wi kins on two fine standards. “Can't Be Loved By You” while Gloria De F 
sig ecently by illard We Talk” is handled in an easy, Haven registers in “Who's Crying 


at N. Y.’s Cafe Society Downtown rently in the works. : ‘ 
: sai acatecinl accompaniment. Another You” 
Sept. 14 for four weeks. | SIETy 1D... .. 7. MLL... Week of luly 29 aan. to the Music of Jerry Gray T 
VA ETY ETY ..\() B { \ l| Coi M hi Week of jul 29 re n arranger for Glenn Mil- 
7. eee y ler and one of the claimants to the Rat 
Nelson Eddy Renews es ers on oln- ac Ines ‘mantle of the late bandleader, plus 
With Col. for 5 Years } Jerry Gray ay Sean up some fine e 
; swin " a 
Nelson Eddy last week signed a ee ye ere ree ) King Cole Trio.......... Capitol ¢/| Like. Miller's "pand, ponte ily-I 
new five-year contract with Colum- ‘** | Vietor Young ...........Decca 4 attains a highly listenable quality tion 
bia Records. Singer has recorded 2. I WANNA BE LOVED (10) (Supreme) { Andrews Sis-Jenkins..... Decca 4 by the reeds-on-top orchestrations spot 
with the ang A, masterworks di- tee gt eo ee | Billy Eckstine...........M-G-M Pagnen ge sear seer brass accents and mer 
vision since | : * : a solid rhythmic groundwork. All the 
Eddy has recorded over 100 sides’ Pe MAG CEM CEI oni on cceicccccsecocvccnccecs: 4 ge dl te tan eed ibd te i eh instrumentals, numbers in set in- O 
in the ll-year period. His best as gl Pe ie ti on eee: wer % clude “Blue Skies,” “This Can't Be nam 
eaiies hae feed ben boon 4. HOOP-DEE-DOO (11) (Morris) ./...........eceeeeceeeeees: } Perry Como............ Victor } Love,” “Star Dust,” “All the Things dual 
“The Lord’s Prayer,” backed by Sk kel eee Capitol You Are, “Carioca,” “Stormy up | 
“The Lost Chord.” |} 5. MY FOOLISH HEART (16) (Santly-Joy) ...........0...0000- | oily 2 eh Decea $| Actonka” and “Grew Gace oe aie pee 
illy Eckstine ',.M-G-M | Po Tape coul 
. ° | 6. THIRD MAN THEME (18) (Chappell) {Anton Karas .......... London ¢? . bate 
Sacks-Robbins to Chi aad hl de | Guy Lombardo.... .- +-Decca Platter P ointers D 
Manie Sacks, RCA artists re-|~ 7%. TZENA, TZENA, TZENA (3) (Cromwell) ....... ee { Jenkins-Weavers .........Decca tn ante Histaves, has # solid disk _ 
lation chief, planed to Chicago to- | | Mitch Afiller..........Columbia } Navajo ween (C — Along the sine 
day (Wed.) to 0.0. some talent) ~ 8. SAM’S SONG (2) (Sam Weiss) .. \ Joe “Fingers” Carr...... Capitol $ | and Tennessee Ernie icam up nicer ™ 
wae | EIS ISSESISSE "| Bets Garg Crotey oi... Decca $ ly on “Ain't Nobody's Se 01 Bat 
3 He vn Bag by _— we} - BONAPARTE’S RETREAT (2) (Acuff-Rose) ............... Kay Starr Capitol My Own” (Capitol). . ” ‘Tiny Brad- Val 
ack Robbins who returned last 10. I DON’T CARE IF THE ; , a Len a ee | shaw’ re ” 
week from a three-week visit to Oe PONS ae WO) Wamows).... Hetti Page... ..sivers. Mercury 2 is standout ry Geers 
Ann Arbor, Mich., where he at- | Cates has an interesting version of 
tended the annual bandmasters’| Second Grou |“Tzena Tzena Tzena” for Coral . Bi 
conference at Michigan Univ. p | Kay Kyser orch’s workover of fo J 
R. may the Old Accordion Man” is tu 
A.C. CONCERTS GO INDOORS |} SENTIMENTAL ME (15) (Knickerbocker) ..........6...0. | Ames Bros. .....0.......Coral 2| Lennie” Herman’s quintet. have re 
Atlantic City, Aug. 1. Who CWE Tey ee eeinns eras | Russ Morgan. ...........Decca sliced a fl enti 
Plans for out-of-doors orchestra | GOCE NIGHT IRENE (Cromwell) . pa Jenkins Weavers ....e.... Decca for Coral we Fiera cide grou 
concerts on the boardwal'¢‘in front | I DIDN’T SLIP, I WASN’T PUSHED, I FELL (Remick). mena Doris Day Columb ly delivers a Calypso number A 
of Convention Hall this September | COUNT EVERY STAR (Paxton) ............. HM Wi sr os ' “Peas and Rice” for Decca... . Vict 
hee. eee eeted- ot ty |S mc ont. . -. . eee igo Winterhalter....... Victor ¢| Woody Herman’s workout of “I wins 
commissioners here after a. triai| pase ene ce ° covets Tritt trer TT os BAO POM 6c kars scees... Capitol Want a Little Girl” is okay (Capi- M 
period this May and June. The| BOND SHOES (Jefferson) PETTITT TTeer TT iT Teer ee Vic Damone ..........Mercury tol) . . . Tommy Dorsey’s slice of by 
concerts instead will take place in- 4 IT ISN’T FAIR (16) (Words-Music) ........ chante . : , “I've Forgotten You” is good jock “vee 
rere et Sammy Kaye V J 
doors in the ballroom of Conven-|{~ ROSES (6) (Hill-Range) ............. 5 "ha pertarte ictor | fare (Victor) . .. Perez Prade orch a0 
To so agallaelib cernesenenMecemdiiccaadl © Meee ee ee ee oa ea a salt)? ammy Kaye ...........Victor $ dishes up solid chile rhythms in Gont 
Years. STARS AND STRIPES FOREVER (Church) ........... ....... \ Frankie Laine. ....... Mercury %| More Mambo Jambo”. (Victor) eth 
William Madden, musician, as] LA ‘** | Ralph Flanagan .,....... Victor B Ay the Hawaiian mood, Jerry Babs 
a city contract to present a series VIE EN ROSE (Harms) ...... teste eeseeeeceeeeeseees Tony Murtin..... Vict |  Byse strane out a brace of typical 
of ten outdoor concerts. Eight of AMERICAN BEAUTY ROSE (Jefferson) Coebdevesccces Cocccee Frank Sinat “1 liad vie |Art L ie go — Sparen ‘in 
the 10 have been held. Contract| 3 SIMPLE MELODY (Berlin) aya Nag - Columbia $ | you Winger ows uP strongly in F 
‘lef elgg | rspqniie Noon egy pall aaa SEER ea ES seeeeeeeeess Bing-Gary Crosb ou Wonder You” (M-G-M)... Fe 
poo oo! Li lat Aeatediead) ©” eee etree ree ee Prank Petty Trio... ...Decca 2 On the same label, Dorothy Collins City 
|~ STARS ARE WINDOWS OF HEAVEN (Pickwick).......... Ames Pang ence en [delivers solidly WK; Da ee trail 
Les Brown band booked for ; indi wt ms nossseesssescre, 5) ae ee ; {WVietor) 0 
one-nighter into Lake Worth, Ca a. (Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.] | F rankie Froba’s “Sianisties in Te 
saa aaahe eee REuaeh Be hhakik Mae Re RR RRR RRR OCT TC CTU UU CUCCUCCCUUCUCUT ceact | Hood form on “At Sundown” for ee 
PPTL TOTO SHEEP set tees (Continued on page 44) rado 
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Dixieland Jazz Spots in N.Y. East Side 
Rivalry, But Both Bringing Em Out 


The 
in New York is proving strong 
enough to support :two Dixieland 
jazz spots, situated three blocks 
apart in downtown N. Y. Both 
piaces—the Central Plaza and the 
Stuyvesant Casino on 2d avenue— 
offer jazz concerts on Friday nights 
only, and have been in direct com- 
petition for the past three months. 
The Casino operation is run by Bob 


Maltz. while the Plaza venture is | 
When | 
both locations were initially vying | 


supervised by Mickey Shaw. 


for patronage it was felt by Maltz 
and Shaw that there wasn't enough 
of a Dixieland following in the city 
to support two such operations situ- 
ated so close together. 

However, according to both men, 
they’ve been doing good business, 
with each of the spots pulling in 
from 250-350 customers weekly. 
Maltz claims he’s now doing bigger 
business than he did when conduct- 
ing the concerts at the Plaza, which 
he handled prior to moving to the 
Casino. When Maltz was running 
the Plaza shows there were no 
Dixieland concerts being offered at 
the nearby Casino. But 
some disagreement with the Plaza 
management Maltz switched his 
presentations to the Casino, with 
Shaw taking over at the former 
spot. 

Apparently the competition has 
only resulted in bringing more two- 
beat-rhythm enthusiasts downtown. 
When the Plaza was doing a solo 


it only averaged around 250-350 | 
patrons weekly, which is just about | 


what it’s doing now. This means 
that approximately twice as many 


people are now attending the con- | 


certs since the combined patronage 
at both the Casino and Plaza runs 
from 500-700. ; 
Biggest competitive angle in- 
volved, however. is the securing of 
talent for*the shows. Since both 
places don’t take in much profit on 


bing off of musicians is pretty much 
on an equal footing and is prob- 
ably more a case of personalities 
than eoin. Both spots allow patrons 
to bring their own liquor. Maltz is 


sents the Dixieland concerts as a 


sideline. Shaw handles band and 
act bookings. 


TD’s $7,500 Demand 
Forces Palladium To 





Cancel 10th Anni Party 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 

Tommy Dorsey’s demand for a 
flat guarantee of $7,500 per week 
plus a slice of the take apparently 
has put a damper on Palladium 
Ballroom’s plans to throw a heav- 
ily-ballyhooed tenth anni celebra- 
tion this fall. Dorsey opened the 
spot in 1940, so manager Earl Voll- 
mer figured he'd be a natural for 
the party. 

Of late, Palladium has booked 
name bands on a straight 50-50 
deal and Vollmer decided to pass 
up TD rather than take a oo 
tha 


on establishing a _ pattern 
could cue beefs from _ other 
batoneers. 


Dorsey hasn't played anywhere 
but Casino Gardens locally ever 
since he bought the spot during 
the war. It’s dark now. 


Valentine’s Two-Way 
(RCA, Mercury) Spread 


Billy Valentine, recent addition 
to Johnny Moore’s Three Blazers, 
is turning out platters for two rec- 
erd companies simultaneously. Va- 
lentine, singer and 88er with the 
group, waxes for Mercury Records 
as a solo vocalist and for RCA 
Victor as a member of he Three 
Blazers. 

Mercury recently issued six sides 
by Valentine. Among the tunes 
recorded were “Smooth Sailing 
Baby,” “Hard Loving Papa,” “Ain’t 
Gonna.Cry No More,” “I Want To 
Love Me” and 
Baby.” 








Jacquet’s 1-Niters 
Following his closing at Bop 
City, N. Y., today .Wed.), Illinois 
Jacquet will hit the one-nighter 
irail with his orch beginning Fri- 
Gay (4) in Sewickley, Pa. 
Tour will take the band through 


the south and as far west as Colo-/| 


rado, ' 








two-beat-rhythm following + 


through | 


Satchmo Beams O’seas 


Louis Armstrong is turning 
disk jockey for a weekly se- 
ries of one-hour programs for 
the State Department’s “Voice 
of America.” Satchmo will tell 
the story of America’s jazz 
| music while spinning the hot 
| standards. 

Bill Langford will assist 
Armstrong as narrator and 
Ernie Anderson will produce. 


Admiral Expands 
~ Its Roster, Talent 


Admiral Records, N. Y., current- 
ly specializing in kiddie and pop 
tunes, is set to make its entry into 
the rhythm and blues field. Out- 
fit will hit that market with num- 











bers by recently signed artists 
Rosalind Paige, Clarence Duke 
Williams, “Little’ Betty and the 


the Jimmy Cannady Quartet, vocal 
and instrumental group. Other 


new additions to diskery’s talent | 


roster are Jose Cortez’s orch and 
Monica Boyar. All these new addi- 
tions with the exception of Miss 
Boyar are also under personal 
management contracts to Jerry 
Lipskin, Admiral’s general 
ager and artists and 
head. 

Miss Miss Paige 


Boyar and 


backed by the Cortez crew waxed | 


their first sides for the company 
Monday (31). Williams backed by 
the Cannady quartet will cut their 
initial disks tomorrow (Thurs.), 
while “Little” Betty is slated for a 
waxing session Aug. 10. Miss 


; ~” | Boyar will turn out both Spanish 
the offerings, which go at a $1.25) 


admission fee plus tax, the grab-| 


fit will record pop tunes, polkas 
and Spanish numbers. 
Admiral, which has already set 


tion of its product via the Quality 


| label, is currently negotiating with 
x government employee who pre-| 


an English and French firm for a 
similar deal. Company is also com- 


| plating plans to rep a few Cana- 


dian record companies in the U. S. 
Quality has already released two 
Admiral recordings. 
Bobby Colt’s ‘“Scottered Toys” 
the Johnny Guarnieri Quintet’s 
“By the Light of the Silvery Moon” 
coupled with “Charleston.” 


BASIE ORCH BOOKED 
SOLID THROUGH OCT. 








1 


“Beer Drinkin’ | 


Except for a new open days, 
| Count Basie’s orch is booked solid- 


‘ly until the beginning of Novem- | 


‘of its disks. London will issue a 
and | 


will follow its stand there with a | 


Band opens at the Oasis, Los 


tomorrow (Thurs.) 


ber. 
Angeles, 


‘few one-niters before going into 


ithe Million Dollar theatre, L. A.,| 
for a week’s stand beginning Aug. | 
The Million Dollar date will | 


| 25. 
‘be followed by some more one- 


| niters which will the bring the out- | 
‘fit into the Brass Rail, Chicago, for | 


three weeks starting Sept. 6. The 


try 
‘months is a square dance revival | 
|that is sweeping the country west 
|of Chicago. 


man- | 
repertory 


up a deal for Canadian distribu- 


|get higher-than-usual royalties on 


right. 


| Fairbanks, ‘Jr., 
seven-man crew then plays a club | 


COUNTRY FOLK GET HEP 
TO CITY SQUARE DANCES. 


Denver, Aug. 1. 
Paralleling an upsurge of coun- | 


and folk music in recent 


Paradoxically, square 
dancing received its big push in|, 


| the cities, but now it is returning | 


to roost in the country, and is | 
probably enjoying its greatest pop- | 


_ularity at this time. | 


While the country dance has re- | 
ceived attention in the big eastern 
cities—witness the summer dances | 
oh the Central Park Mall in New 


| York last year—it is in the far 


west, from Colorado and New Mex- 
ico and Arizona across to Cal- 
ifornia, that it has become an in- 
stitution. Just a few weeks ago, 
for example, one city in California 
staged a festival at which over 25, 
000 people from all over the south- 
west squaré-danced in the streets 
for hours. 

Country dance upbeat is high- 
lighted by the fact that record 
companies and music publishers 
have been increasing the scope of 
their western and country opera- 
tions. Every major recording com- | 
pany has a folk and western de- | 
partment, and there are hundreds 
of minor labels throughout the na- | 
tion thriving on country catalogs. | 


|Publishers are willing to pick up 


songs for record royalties alone, so 
great is the sale of hits in the field. 


London's Deal On 


Grofe's ‘Crossing 


London Records has signed 
contract with composer 





a 
Ferde 


/Grofe under which diskery will get 


exclusive recording rights for six 
months from date of release to 
Grofe’s newest composition, “At- 
lantic Crossing.” Interesting aspect 


\Of the deal is that the composition 
and pop tunes and the Cortez out- | 


will get its first performance at tLe 
recording session, with first public 
performance scheduled for about 
two weeks later. 

“Crossing” is a suite describing 
tourist trip across the Atlantic and 
through Europe, with a narration 
written by Ethel Le Vane. Grofe, 
who will conduct the London Sym- 
phony plus a choir in the recording 
session, leaves for England Aug. 6, 


| with the session set for Aug. 14, 15 
These are! 


and 16. On his return to America 


k. |he will conduct what will probably 
backed by “Tango of Roses” and | 


be the first public performance of. 
the composition at the Hollywood | 
Bowl at the end of August. There , 
is a possibility that he may unveil 


.the suite while he’s in England. 


Under the London deal, Grofe 
will be paid for conducting and will 
the unpublished composition to | 
which he, of course, holds the copy- | 
In return, London gets a 
six-month exclusive on recording, 
effective from the date of release 


single 12-inch LP disk and a 78 rmp 


London will record the work with 
four different narrations, two of 
them in English, one in French and 
one in Italian. Diskery has already 
signed actor Richard Todd for one 
English version and is dickering | 
with Tyrone Power and Douglas 
to do the other. 
Todd will probably sit in on the! 


| date in Scranton, Pa., for one week | original session, with the other nar- 


| beginning Oct. 2; the Casino, To- 


/12 the Hi-Hat, Boston, 
weeks beginning Oct. 19. 


| A possible engagement at Bop. 
} 


City is being considered for No- 
uses 


‘Hub Jock Sherm Feller 
Graduates Into ASCAP 


Boston, Aug. 1. 





jockey on WCOP, Hub’s ABC out- 
let, has lately become so success- 
ful in his songwriting chores that 
he was recently admitted 
ASCAP. : ; 

Although several of his previous 





\sult of his latest products, 


/Love.” Former got nice play via 
Vaughn Monroe’s RCA-Victor plat- 
ter several months ago while lat- 
ter got started locally with Fred- 


Sherm Feller, late night disk, 


to | 


efforts have been mildly success- | 
ful, ASCAP acceptance was the eel 
“ce ’s 
'Easter Time” and Mae ek, 
| With the Mother of the Girl I) 
he | privilege of 50%. 


; ‘rations dubbed in. » 
ronto, for one week starting Oct. | 
for two | 





Carle’s B.0. Solid at Chi’s 
Edgewater Beach Hotel 


Chicago, Aug. 1. 
Frankie Carle orch, erratumed as 
shelved a few months ago when | 
the bandleader was temporarily | 
hospitalized, has been garnering 


Mercury Plans Foreign Deals To 
Trade Pop Masters for Classics 





Korea Nips Waring Tour 


Chicago, Aug. 1. 
Freak casualty of the Korean 
crisis is the annual Fred War- 
ing tour across the country. 
Waring notified concert man- 
agers and bookers last week 
that he will: have to cancel out 
on his lucrative dates due to 
the Government calling up 
three of his sound technicians. 
Leader claims that he is un- 
able to work theatres in other 
cities without technical staff. 











Majors Setting 


Preluding negotiations with | 
American Federation of Radio| 
Artists on wage scales, major 


diskeries are slated to settle by | 


next Tuesday (8) certification pro- 
cedure onthe union’s claim to 
jurisdiction over non-musician 
talent on_ disks. Certification, 
which appears likely, will permit 
AFRA to bargain for disk talent 


without having to go through a 
National Labor Relations Board 
election. AFRA execs will report 


on negotiations before the union's 
national convention in Chicago 
Aug. 10-13. 

Remaining area of disagreement 


is the problem of wage scales for | 


vocalists, narrators, ete., used on 
disks. Following a joint meeting 
with the union of major diskeries 
Monday (31), companies are ex- 
pected to come up with joint 
counter-proposals to the union's 
demands. “Absence ot Decca at 


the negotiations caused some con- 
cern among other diskeries that it 
would gain competitive advantage 
by not inking a union pact, but 
AFRA execs assured companies 


they could bring Decca into line | 


GAC, Hotel Statler, N. Y., 


in which reps of RCA | 
and | 


on any pact signed with other 
companies. Monday’s session was 
the first 
Victor, Columbia, 

M-G-M met together. 


ALL-OUT PROMOTION ON 


Capitol 





JUDY’S ‘FRIENDLY STAR’ 


Loew’s, Inc., parent company te. 


Metro, M-G-M Records and Feist 


Music, has ordered a combined pro- | 


motional effort among the three on | , 
, ‘Ginad | Besid : 
Judy Garland’s record of “Friendly | ehices cabot te i: Aaed 


Star,” which she sings in the M-G 
pic, “Summer Stock.” 


Studio flack staffs both in New | 
York and on the Coast will push | 
the record, as well as the M-G-M | 


Records organization. Feist, which 
publishes the tune, will use its or- 
ganization to secure disk jockey 
plugs. In additign, all sheet cop- 


_ies of the song bear statement, ‘‘As 


sung by Judy Garland in ‘Summer 
Stock’.” 


Miss Garland will improve her pop- 
ular status. Loew’s toppers point 
out she hasn’t had a hit disk in 
years. They want to “bring Judy 
into the home again,” they say. 


Burton, Sour in N.Y. After 
Coast Pitches for BMI 


Bob Burton, Broadcast Music, 





\Inc., vicee-prexy over publisher re- 


lations, and Robert Sour, writer 


+ 
‘wrap up several foreign deals un- 


Mercury Records is preparing to 


der which it will exchange its pop 


| masters for foreign pressing and 


distribution in return for longhair 
masters for American distribution. 

David Hall, Mercury longhair 
director, will leave for Europe 


| Sept. 3 for a month to tie up pend- 
fing deals. 


Hall 
of 
will 


While overseas, 
will also explore possibilities 
further exchange deals and 
also do some recording. 


Hall’s trip is a followup to a 
two-month junket through Europe 
by Herbert Rosen, Mercury’s Euro- 
pean agent. Rosen, who arrived in 
New York a little over two weeks 
ago, huddled with foreign record 
companies, discussing possible 
markets for Mercury pops and pos- 


sibility of exchange deals for for- 


Policy Vs, AFRA’ 


eign longhair classics. He reported 
to Irving Green, Mercury prez. 
Green was scheduled to go -to 
Europe to clinch the deals, but 
it’s not known whether he’ll make 
the trip now. Hall, however, has 
been given complete power to 
make any deals. 

Most of Mercury’s longhair cata- 
log is imported, with its chief 
source of supply European orches- 
tras. It has had one exchange deal 
in existence for the past six months 


| with the Tono label of Denmark, 


the largest independent label in 
Scandinavia. Under the deal, Tono 
exchanges its classical masters for 
Mercury pops in all of Scandinavia 
except Sweden. Hall said deal so 
far “promises to be successful,” 
with Scandinavia a good market 
for American peps. First Danish 
longhairs will be released by Mer- 
cury in two weeks, while Tono is 
just releasing Mercury pops. 
Mounting international crisis 
will not prove a deterrent to any 
deals Mercury is considering, ac- 
cording to Hall. Should the situa- 
tion worsen, he says, all companies 
will feel it equally. On the other 


hand, if it should improve, Mer- 
'cury will be in on the ground floor, 


he feels. While overseas, Hall will 
also implement present Tono setup 
and another with the Bavarian 
Radio orchestra whereby Mercury 
tapes longhair works in a one-way 
deal. 





Keeping Steady Company 
For Next Seven Months 


General Artists Corp. has sewed 
up the band engagements at the 
Hotel Statler, N. Y., for the 
next seven-and-one-half months. 
Agency, which currently has Shep 
Fields’ orch spotlighted at the 
hotel, has booked five more bands 
into the spot beginning Aug. 10. 


far this year. Of these three were 
handled by GAC. This trio, the 
Frankie Carle, Jimmy Dorsey and 
Ray Anthony aggregations, are 
also among the quintet of orchs set 
for future dates. In addition to his 
present stand Fields also plaved 
the hotel for one week earlier this 
year. 


The outfits coming in include 


| Jan Garber’s orch which is sched- 


| 


Feeling is that a hit record by | 


} 


solid returns at the Edgewater relations chief, returned to New. 


opened July 20. 
night, Carle played to 2,500 covers 
for the high mark of this lake- 
front spot. 

Carle goes into the Hollywood | 
Palladium Sept. 5 at $5,000 per 


Sour also signed several writers 


Cleffers included Cindy 
Henry Pritchard. Mell 
Tony Iavello and Tex 


goes to Aug. 17 to end a four-week | atehison. 


booking. Hotel management has 
been angling for Carle to stay over 


die Hall’s version on Coral. Tune | another six weeks but the band- 


now getting the biggest play. 


per shot. 





Ostrow Music Publishing Corp. 
chartered to conduct business in 


jcaught on nicely here, with the | leader begged off to protect one-| New York, with capital stock of 
|Robert Q. Lewis Columbia disk | niter dates on the Coast at $2,500 |$25,000. Rubin R. Becker is direc- | Stock. 


tor and filing attorney. 


| Beach hotel, Chicago, since crew York yesterday (Tues.) from a/| 
Last Saturday three-week trip to the Coast. Bur- | 

ton, who is also general manager 

|of BMI in Canada, made a strong 
_pitch for more usage of Canadian | 
muv‘ic in films while on the Coast. 


| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
' 


to exclusive BMI pacts while in/ 


- jthe west. 
week plus percentages, against a) Walker, 


Current date | Leven, 


| 


| 


' 


uled to follow Fields Aug. 10. Band 
stays there until Ralph Flanagan 
comes in for five weeks beginning 
Sept. 11. Date marks Flanagan's 
first engagement at a N. Y. hotel. 
Dorsey follows for six weeks start- 
ing Oct. 16. Then Anthony for 
four weeks and four days begin- 
ning Nov. 27, and Carle for eight 
weeks starting Dec. 29. 

Other bands that played the 
hotel this year were the ‘Tex 
Beneke and Blue Barron crews. 
Both are handled by Music Corp. 
of America. 





Korean War Cues Revival 
Of ‘American Prayer’ Tune 


Korean war has cued renewed 
interest in another patriotic song, 
this one a World War II song call- 
ed “American Prayer.” Song. pub- 
lished in 1942 by Mutual Music, 
never was recorded but was played 
frequentiy over radio and sold over 
100,000 sheet copies. 


Tune was written by Lawrence 
Vincent Rose and Albert 
Stiiman. 
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NOTE: Ali records in this panel are listed alphabetically by song title. 


. indicates records which, 
according to actual sales, are 
recognized hits. The trade is urged 
to keep ample stocks of these records 
on hand, or to reorder promptly when 


This week’s | 


Newr 


...on ACA Vietor 








current stocks begin to approach the 
“sold-out” stage. 


designates that record is 

one ot RCA Victor’s “Certain 
Seven’ — among the leading 

numbers on the trade paper best sell- 


ing retail sales charts. Obviously, sure 
Larry Green and the Honeydreamers 


things! 
20-3726—( 47-3726)* #4 
 ¢) Bonaparte’s Retreat 


Gene Krupa 20-37 66—( 47-3766)* ve 
Pee Wee King wee ees- 21-O0111—(48-0114)* 


€}> Count Every Star @ 
You're Not in My Arms Tonight 20-3697—(47-3221)* 


Hugo Winterhalter 
The Touch of Your Lips 
21-0342—(48-0342)* a 


Release 50-31 


$ Bewitched 





POPULAR 











MINDY CARSON with HUGO WINTER- 
HALTER’S ORCHESTRA and CHORUS 


4V 


20-3878—(47-3878)* © Cuddle Buggin’ Baby 


IRVING FIELDS’ TRIO Sieve Eddy Arnold 


Gypsy Festival qa 
The Fox Hunt....... 20-3879—(47-3879)* Betis $3) Hoop Dee Doo 


Perry Como 20-3747—(47-3747)* ¢d 
bf . me. 
© I’m Movin’ On w 
Hank Snow . 21-0328—/ 48-0328)* 


G3 | Thought She Was a Local 


HERE COME THE DANCE BANDS AGAIN 


VAUGHN MONROE 
Why Fight the Feeling 
The Beer That I Left on the Bar 








Sammy Kaye .... 20-3828—(47-3828)* 









































> Bar x bee 
3 *o-ssoo—sar-s5so? — F &! Wanna Be Loved 
i THE FOUR TUNES ; Fontane Sisters -3772—(47-3772)* 
Do I Worry? e 
3 Say When ........... 20-3881—(47-3881)* 2 La Vie En Rose 
3 be © Tony Martin 20-3819—(47-3819)* : 
ae Melachrino Strings 20-3739—(47-3739)* 
‘3 HERE COME THE DANCE BANDS AGAIN iC me My Fue 20-3889—( 47-3889)" 
‘ ross My Finger 
: an | 6 
“ WAYNE KING : ee chi. ais opivb on Be os obs de'slb'en 060 cuce 600 oss 0 ean 
> Waltz of the Wind 
: Lonesome—That’s. All 20-3872—(47-3872)* foes © Sam’s Song 
> ; Freddy Martin 20-3798—(47-3798)* 
3 3) Valencia 
+ COUNTRY ‘ Tony Martin ... cee wnce cs cet cccc ccc ROBIE b=—lO7-B755)° 
Q 
CHET ATKINS 
Boogie Man Boogie 
I Was Bitten by the Same Bug Twice is 
21-0367— (48-0367) * . indicates records which 
have enjoyed better than 
. average initial t 
WESTERN ge initial consumer acceptance 
and stand an excellent chance of enter- 
SONS OF THE PIONEERS ing the top-selling hit category. The 
Old Man Atom trade is advised to watch these records 
What This Country Needs carefully in order to maintain stocks 
21-0368— ' 48-0368) * consistent with demand. 
RHYTHM Jet Three Little Rings 
Three Suns with Larry Green : ‘ fe i 
20-3834_-(47-3834)* snoneneng ser dno 20-3814—(47-3814)* 
“4 JOHNNY MOORE’S THREE BLAZERS Qiumber two, Retailers Pick, Billboard, eo ga, wage 9 edgy ot "ated 
4 Someday You'll Need Me aenneye _—_ Piek, B:llboard, July 29.) ‘ 
, i a —‘ 50-00 
. The Jumping Jack 22-0095 ) Dihaatein ‘Glenn Ceeth 
= Vaughn Monroe 20-38) 8—(47-3818)* 
: (Number one, Retailers Pick, Billboard, Tom Cat Blues 


« « AVATNTOWaS 


BREESE BP PBRANWV EEN. lt 

















POP SPECIALTY 











BERNIE WYTE 
Roll Up the Carpet—Polka 


Good Luck Polka.... .25-1168-—\51-1168)* 


*45 r.e.m. eetaleg numbers. 





July 29; Number nine, Dise Jockey Pick, 
iliboard, July 22: Number four, Retailers 
ick, Billboard, July 22: Number three, 

erator’s Pick, Billboard, July 22.) 


Pink Champagne 


Ralph Flanagan 20-3847—(47-3847)* 
(Number ten, Dise Jockeys Pick, Billboard, 
July 29.) 


Eddie Marshal]. .21-0357—(48-0357)* 


(Number three. Country and Western Dise 
Jockeys Pick, Billboard, July 29.) 


TIPS: Watch Don Cornell's “I Need 
You So!” 





RCA VICTOR DIVISION 


stars who make the hits : 
““ RCA VICTOR Records « - 


RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA CAMDEN. NEW JERSEY 
oe | nw yr sa 4 
ER MARE iis 
CS a ae 4 . - - EE ot _ 
FES ON OE i a IMM Ge 5 00 FD > 
hoe —— ; - oe 








7 





42 


ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, August 2, 1950 














: Band Reviews 





JERRY GRAY ORCH (20) 
Palladium Ballroom, Hollywood 
Certainly the best band born on 
the Coast in many years is this 
full-blown venture of Jerry Gray, 
under MCA aegis. It is the sort of 
thing which greatly can help shore 
up the staggering estate of ball- 
room-band biz by awakening new 
interest among both inveterate 
terpalace customers and the oper- 
ators as well. The unveiling of the 
crew here quickened the pulse on 
this coast as did Ralph Flana- 
gan’s flowering earlier this year 
back east. Oddly, to a degree, both 
are cut off the same bias. Flana- 
gan based his styling on that of 


the late Glenn Miller; Gray was 
Miller’s greatest arranger so 
some of that “sound” and touches 
of that styling are evident in the 
Gray outfit. 

Most striking aspect of this 
gang is the musicianship, which 


literally crackles with authority 
That’s probably because 15 of the 
men worked last couple years 
here over ozone for Gray on CBS’ 
Campbell Souper, “Club 15.” 
Other marked qualities are disci- 
pline, intonation and precision. 
Too, Gray was shrewd enough not 


to hew too closely to the Miller 
moods. When crew essays, say, 
“String of Pearls” (Gray-arranged 


for Miller’s evergreen RCA disk), 
four saxes carry the chorus line, 
not a trumpet. The familiarity and 
pleasantly sweet nostalgia is re- 


tained, but in new dress. 
Just how MCA proposes to get 
the band around may take some 


noodling. All the sidemen are 
among the most-in-demand in local 
radio network commercial circles. 
Each averages around $250 weekly 
save during present summer-hiatus. 
It is understood Gray and the boys 
will chuck the ether jobs if the 
road and key-city locations prove 
lucrative. Selling shouldn't be diffi- 
cult. In fact, the band in the ball- 
room sells more solidly than it yet 
has on its first few Decca releases. 
Dishing up a full treatment, the 
orch displays a lot more vefsatility 
than it has had the chance to pre- 
sent on platters. 

A lot of w.k. windjammers are 
up on the tiers. Out of Miller’s 
original aggregation are Jimmy 
Priddy (trom), Willie Schwartz 
(sax) and trumpeters Dale 
McMickle and Johnny Best. Jimmy 
Rowles 88s and another T. Dorsey 
alumnus, Alvin Stoller, is on 
drums. The bite of Al Hendrick- 
son’s guitar is felt as is the unusual 
technique of Murray McEachern’s 
trom. There’s no clarinet; for color 
Tony Gray fingers an accordion. 
Vocalist Tommy Traynor, formerly 
with Jan Garber, falls into the ade- 
quate category. 

Gray’s design has twin pedestals 
— steady, ever-present danceable 
beat, and melody. Nothing frantic 
is in the book and at junctures a 
whole set of waltzes is whirled. 

It seems unlikely any other 
batoneer in the ballroom field does 
all his own arranging, but Gray is 
so doing, and smartly. The man 


/at Eddy’s 











NEW REVIVALS 


| ‘Exactly Like You’ 


‘You’re a Sweetheart’ 
ae 
Standards by 
Jimmy MeHugh 











who carved Artie Shaw's “Begin 
the Beguine” and that long string | 
of Miller hits should. His flair for 
imaginative interpretation hasn't 
dulled. He’s hard-working out in| 
front of the group, with a natural | 
knack for beaming at the shufflers; 

and it’s quite obvious he’s a leader | 
who really leads. 

Booked in here on a 50-50 cut of | 
gate receipts, first week should | 
pull around 14,000 payees, one of | 
the bigges ; post-war mid-summer 
stanzas Palladium has had. The 
word-of-m sath has been honeyed, 
and deserved. Gil Rodin, who as- 
sembled and managed Bob Cros- 
by’s orig Bobcats, is managing 
Gray's troupe. Bert. 


BILL CLIFFORD ORCH (14) 
With Mary Marshall 
Hotel Claremont, Berkeley, Calif 

This orch, offering sweet society 
type rhythms, achieves a geniality 
in its general behavior and choice 
of tunes, which invites a “school 
tie’’ audience response. This is, in 
part, traceable to the fact that 
Berkeley is actually a college town, 
with diners and dancers making a 
high percentage of requests for 
melodies. Tunes asked for cover a 
wide range with an almost equal 
draw on oldies, standards and cur- 
rent hits. 

Bill Clifford, who does a friendly 


chore in responding to requests, 
has a versatile troupe with his 
three string, four reed, piano, 
drums, bass, plus violin and trom- 


bone support by maestro. Vocals by 
Mary Marshall (particularly her 
offering of “Lullaby of Broadway’’) 
is easy listening to and gal herself 
is goodlooking. 

There is nothing syrupy about 
Clifford’s music making though 
much of his copy is on the sweet 
side; his personal appearance, as 
that of band, is good; choice of 
tunes adroit, considering that audi- 
ence is of mixed ages. 

A comparatively new crew dance 
outfit. though members having 
considerable radio and other ex- 
perience, the group scores up well 
as a hotel band, and shows promise. 

Ted. 


BILLY WILLIAMS ORCH (8) 
Eddy’s, Kansas City 
An alumnus of 


Sammy Kaye, 


Frankie Carle and other musical 
aggregations, Billy Williams re- 
cently took a fling at a solo turn 


and some record making. Recent- 
ly, he put this crew together here 
to take over the orch assignment 
for this popular new club-restau- 
rant in the heart of the downtown 
sector. That Williams fills the bill 
is evident from fact orch is now in 
its twelfth week, and due to stay a 
while yet. 

Williams’ long suit is vocals in 
the pop baritone manner, and he 
handles numbers such as “Be- 
witched,” “My Foolish Heart” 
other current ballads tunefully. Be- 
tween his frequent vocals, he 
fronts the band and emcees 
other entertainment proceedings 
. Instrumentally Williams 
has Carl Bean, composer of “Scat- 
terbrain” and other tunes and 
former arranger for Frankie Mas- 
ters, as arranger and lead sax. 
Bean has set the crew up on the 
four front line pattern—two altos, 
tenor and trumpet, rounded out 
with piano, drums and string bass 
for rhyhtm. Also makes a good 
deal of the baritone sax, doubling 
it consistently to give tunes a 
deeper flavor. 

Musical aim is to get best dance 
rhyhtms possible, and that goal 


|colors work of crew from opening 


bar. Crew goes in almost entirely 
for straight, smooth rhythms, but 
tosses in a wide variety, mixing up 
the standards with the current 
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Music — a Sense of Humor 


RANCH 


and His Orchestra 
Featuring 
DICK WISE — JANE MARTIN — CHARLIE HARMON 


GREEN ROOM 
Hotel Edison, New York 
Eighth Week and Continuing indef 
MGM RECORDS 


"Mann setiaat 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORPORATION 


JOE GLASER, Pres. 


New York 
745 5th Ave. Pl. 9-4600 





Chicago 
203 No. Wabash 


Hollywood 
9151 Sunset Bivd. 
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Top Songs on TV 
(Alphabetically Listed) 
Week of July 21-27 

(Based on copyrighted Audi- 
ence Coverage Index and Au- 
dience Trend Index, published 
by Office of Research, Inc., Dr. 


John G. Peatman, director. 

Bewitched ... Chappell 
Daddy’s Little Girl. Beacon 
Enjoy Yourself Morris 


If Sun Don’t Shine. .Famous 
Foolish Heart...... Santly-Joy 


5 Top Standards 
Darktown Strutters Ball Feist 


I Got Rhythm .New World 
Oh Johnny Oh....... Forster 
’"S Wonderful......... Harms 
Tiger Rag Feist 








pops, a bit of society arrangements, 
a Latin or two, and a fling at Dixie- 
land. Combs of the listenable 
Williams vocals and the solid dance 
tunes indicate this crew is bound 
to be around for some time in the 
better clubs and hotels. Quin. 





ROY STEVENS ORCH (12) 
With Patricia Laird 
Roseland Ballroom, N. Y. 
_ With about six months of play- 
ing time already under its belt, 
the Roy Stevens orch is shaping 
up as a strong entry in the dance- 
band field. A personable aggre- 
gation, 12-man combo lets loose 
with smooth rhythms that find the 
floor constantly well populated. 

Stevens fronts the band neatly, 
taking the Spotlight a number of 
times with some pleasant trumpet- 
ing. Besides Stevens’ horn, orch 
includes three more trumpets, one 
trombone, four sax, drums, bass 
and piano. Instrumentation is 
kept to a sweet tempo that’s both 
danceable and easy on the ear. 
Pace is occasionally quickened to 
give the terpsters a chance to exe- 
cute some fast turns. For the hip- 
swingers, band offers some light 
tunes in the Latino vein. Foxtrot 
tempo, of course, is given pre- 
dominance. 

An occasional sideman is 
brought on for a solo but on the 


Inside Orchestras—Music 


Latinaires, five-man rhumbeat combo now at the Mocambo, Holly- 
' wood, have the longest deal ever inked for any Sunset Strip spot. Firm 
| pact deposited with musicians’ local 47 is for a one-year stay. Under. 
stood group also has an oral agreement with op Charlie Morrison call- 
ing for a virtual lifetime arrangement with about a year’s notice on 


cancellation by either side. 
Although Hollywood is a town 

flacks frequently prate about long 

on file with the union. 


of superlatives and over-ambitious 
pacts for tooters, no such deals are 


Last similar contract anywhere in the Coast 


area was about two years ago when Tex Williams jotted a one-year 
pact with Riverside Rancho. That too was filed with AFM. 





Increasing importance of disk jockey plugs in sale of a song is pointed 


up by the handling cf “Goodnight, Irene,” 


Music topper. 


by Howie Richmond, Spencer 


Richmond, who publishes the tune, sent out some 1,500 


records to deejays all over the country, but up to this time has ‘secured 


only three radio plugs. 


Nevertheless, 
on the song at 500,000 and sheet copy sales at 250,000. 


he estimates total record sales 
Incidentally, 


rights to the song were held by MacMillen, the book publishers. Rich- 
mond experienced some delay in tying up the song because the book 


publishers feared they 
anthologies. 


might have trouble in 


including it in later 





Among benefits to cleffers under 


writers Protective Assn. 
lisher, 
band arrangement on it or fails to 
clusive of any bonus. 
to $100 depending upon | the cleffer’ 








whole there’s no play put on any 
special instrumentalizing. Stevens 
also pitches in with some vocals 
for okay results. Songstress 
Patricia Laird warbles in.a like- 
able manner, besides making an 
attractive bandstand figure. 

Band is being picked up from 
the ballroom four nights weekly 
for airing over CBS. Gros. 


BILL McCUNE QUINTET 
With Peggy Murdoch 
Glass Hat, Chicago 

Recent dinner policy inaugurated 
in this room hasn't changed the 
basic character of the clientele. 
It’s a crowd that comes to dance, 
and the Bill McCune quintet sticks 
strictly to dance music. 

Quintet has an interesting in- 
strumentation. McCune is on saxo- 
phone, Pat Rex on accordion, Bill 


Dues to the SPA, 





Survey Week of 


The top 30 songs of the week 
the copyrighted 


based on the copyright Audience 


of Research, 
listed. 
PTR AsDEOTORE 2. tees 
An American Beauty Rose 
Birmingham Bounce 
Blue Prelude 
C'est Si Bon 
Enjoy Yourself 
Golden Sails On a Sea of Blue 
Hawaii ; ee 

I Cross My Fingers 


Inc., Dr. 


oneee 


I Love the Guy (I Love the Girl) 
If You Were Only Mine 
I’m Bashful 
My Destiny ... 
Old Piano Roll Blues 
Our Very Own—? 
Roses 


Sweetest Words I Know 
Tonight Be Tender To Me 
Tunnel of Love 


eee ee eee eesreses 








t Filmusical. * Legit musical. 


Songs With Largest Radio Audience 


Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popular 
Music Broadcast over Radio Networks. 


Research, Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. Alphabetically 
listed. 

i Re Ie POE, sk og ic 6 oe h05 5s 8 bee ees sy BVC 
AFO*TOU LORCHOTIS TOMBS oi kc ck ces bec eteee ces Bourne 
Bean: = hi es By. ad bit CER Oe OES See es Chappell 
Count Every Star ° ee Paxton 
Darn It Baby That’s Love— “Tic ke ts, Please” ectk Chappell 
eg er Pe eee ee ere ee BMI 
Gone Fishin’ eee ee eee, Feist 
Pears Coen ——T“Famcy Panta” ccs ce sc t0 esa betes Famous 
Se a eS ere he ee ree oe aera Morris 

I Didn’t Know W hat Time a) re ree aor Chappell 
; wor oop 1 Wasn't Pushed I Fell... ccccesoees Remick 
Rion + Care a: the. Sun Don't Shine 2... .cseeecs Famous 
tee rec cecebeseeses ABC 
eo ee ae ere a ra rae Words-Music 
EE ME ec) 6 ob 06.0% 500 see bones One Supreme 
ee Be een ee rer are a yer Shapiro-B 
I'll Always Love You—-*“Friend Irma Goes West”. . Famous 
ae See EE. PROUSE oc kei aa ici oe eee ee ets Campbell 
RE ee ee 0 Sere ee eee Harms 


Let’s Choo Choo Choo Idaho—** Duchess of Idaho”. Robbins 


Me IIS oO cs, eT ciate cs thea ees Peer 

Mona Lisa—*‘ ‘Captain Carey, U. TOF NO Paramount 
My Foolish Heart—i7“‘My Foolish Heart” .......... Santly-Joy 
TE 55 Vx as ICA RDIRS DEEL AEN OOS LORE SEA Chappell 
Pane & Dele MGIOGY .....oicv ceed swisa vows veeeeses Berlin 
Be ere er eer re rere ee eee ee Sam Weiss 
. ee rer eee eee tee Duchess 
NT eee eee Cee ee CTT eee rere i Knick’b’ck’r 
RS Re rare er ere weer rr Tere Witmark 
EN is 64 ae 6 da ee Oo bs eens oR Ee we pate ak Morris 
Third Man Theme—j“Third Man” ...... Sheba s sos Chappell 
SePRe: TOONR TRE <6. ves iv sc tecceesede “se .. Undeterm’d 
MOU AVOMGSITUL TOU. sani ccc sciateeeser ook . Miller 





The remaining 20 songs of the week (more in case of ties), 


lar Music Broadcast over Radio Networks. 
John G. Peatman, 


+ PNG 6am ¢gasdwes sees 
o004 54.0 SPER VED Jefferson 


I'd Do Better Up In ws Mountains pwhbouneve eve 


Stay With the’ Happy ‘People—*"Peep Show”.... 


“ee eee 


Violins From Nowhere—*“Peep Show”....... ose 
Where Are You Gonya Be When the Moon Shines. ..Lombardo 


July 21-27, 1950 


(more in case of ties), based on 


Published by the Office of 


Coverage Index Survey of Popu- 
Published by the Office 
Director, Alphabetically 


TeTTT TTT? scoces BULLCIC-H 
World 
Teer oer * 
.. Morris 
Goday 
Advanced 
‘ebb GOs be COE Se United 
.. Broadway 
cob ev ereeeceeetes Shapiro-B 
... Robbins 
. Santly-Joy 
cosoecee seeeeeeses Disney 
coves es feueGas 
wen beh 6 6005 0 Spitzer 
Hill & Range 
.. Morris 
.. Life 
. Life 








the basic contract of the Song- 


is a clause giving the writer $250 if a pub- 
after accepting his song, does not print sheet music or a dance 


get a commercial disk. Sum is ex- 
incidentally, range from $10 
s standing. 





Pollack on bass, Larry Callahan 
on drums, and Ted Husted, who 
also does the arrangements, is on 
three keyboards—piano, solovox 
and celeste. 

Melody line is carried by Mc- 
Cune and Husted on solovox, or 
McCune together with Rex on ac- 
ecordion. Bass and drums, plus 
either Husted or Rex, carry 
rhythm. Total result is heavily 
accented rhythm, whicl. the dan- 
cers like, and interesting melodic 
effects. 

Miss Mu.doch has a good voice 
and a pleasant bandstand person- 
ality. Since she never worked with 
this ‘crew before, gal has been as- 
signed rhythm and novelty vocals, 
while the quintet’s regular vocal- 
ist, bassist Pollack, gets the bal- 
lads. She handles vocal chores 
with an easy, light touch, and han- 
dles herself with poise. On night 
caught, she did a set of standard 
ballads, and sang them effectively. 

Band plays mostly current fare, 
with a few standards and novelties 
spotted in. Adds a rhumba or sam- 
ba to end of each set, stressing 
rhythm. Group is neatly attired 
and makes effective appearance. 

Pollack does nice job on ballad 
vocals, and combines occasionally 
with Miss Murdoch for effective 
novelty duets. He continues to 
play bass while he sings. 
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Miller Awarded 
Continued from page 37 
“Visions,” was entitled to a sepa- 


rate copyright. Abeles further was | 


upheld in his claim that Miller re- 


main as sole owner of “Sleep,” un- | 
til the expiration of the full copy- | 


right term of 28 years in 1951 and 


could renew the revised song as a 


separate’ and independent copy- 
right for another 28 years. 


In holding with Abeles, Knox. 
enjoined. Vogel from. exercising | 


any rights in “Sleep” under the 
original copyright and rendered a 
judgment for Miller for all coin 
accruing under original copyright 
of “‘Sleep.” 

Same as New Work 

Knox’s decision was based on 
Section seven of the copyright law 
which provides that arrangement 
and versions of copyrighted mu- 
sical compositions, when produced 
with consent of the copyright 
owner, shall be regarded as new 
works subject to their own. copy- 
right. 

Impact of the ruling on the 
music biz is found in the possi- 
bility now of publishers making 
new arrangement or versions of 
compositions before the expiration 
of the original copyright and thus 
continuing their rights in the 
newly arranged song for 28 years 
from the date of the new arrange- 
ment. Likewise, upon expiration 
of the copyright in the new ar- 
rangement, publishers can now ac- 
quire the renewal rights to such 
arrangement even though he might 
never acquire the renewal right 
to the original composition. 

Prior to this decision, pubs have 
rarely exercised rights to new ar- 
rangements or versions made by 
them upon expiration in the orig- 
inal work. There are innumerable 
instancés, however, of new ar- 
rangements having been copy- 


righted during the original term | 


of copyright of such compositions 
which this decision will affect. In 
many instances, the new arrange- 
ment attained a lasting value to 
the exclusion of the original work. 


Frequently in the past, a publisher | 


other than the original publisher, 
upon acquiring the renewal rights 
in a composition, has proceeded to 
claim rights to all arrangements 
and versions to the exclusion of 
the original pub. 

O’Brien, Driscoll, Raftery & 
Lawler represented Vogel while 
Abeles, of Abeles and Bernstein, 
repped Miller. 
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America’s Next Big Ballad! 


“ALL 
MY LOVE” 


French Title "Bolero" 


Widely Recorded— 
Program Now! 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
1619 Broadway New York 19 
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wk. : wk. Artist, Label, Title __' ZO Alinini¥inio'oini: § 
NAT “KING” COLE (Capitol) 
1 1 “Mona Lisa”—1010 .....:.......- 3. 8 5 1 2 4 3 10 7 1 80 
GARY-BING CROSBY (Decca) 
2 2 “Simple Melody”—27112........ oe, oe a we 50 
GORDON JENKINS (Decca) 
3 5 “Goodnight Irene”—27077....... ERE, 8 Ss: oa 
GORDON JENKINS (Decca) 
4 6 “Tzena, Tzena, Tzena”—27077.... 4 .. Se See 5 2 44 
GARY-BING CROSBY (Decca) * 
5 7 “Sam’s Song”—27112.......,...-- 6 1 6 2 8 1 42 
BILLY ECKSTINE (M-G-M) 
6 3 “I Wanna Be Loved”—10716..... - ee A ee 2.: § 3 8 39 
ANTON KARAS (London) 
‘ j 8 “Third Man Theme’—536....... 8 Go Br 16 3 27 
VIC DAMONE (Mercury) 
8.15 “Vagabond Shoes”’—5429........ To ae, 5 7 24 
DORIS DAY (Columbia) 
9 10 “Bewitched”—38689 ............ 8 2 1 22 
VIC DAMONE (Mercury) 
10 12 “Tzena, Tzena, Tzena”’—5454..... .. 2 6 4 21 
DICK HAYMES (Decca) ; 
11A 9 “Count Every Star’—27042...... 8 6 ack a> 5 20 
KAY STARR (Capitol) 
11B 4 =“Bonapartes Retreat”—936....... 10 1 4 4 20 
TONY MARTIN (Victor) 
12 F “La Vie En Rose”’—20-3819...... “i e. 46 6 7 18 
JO STAFFORD (Capitol) 
13 .. “No Other Love”’—1053......... ne an. ee / 14 
MITCH MILLER (Columbia) 
14 12 “Tzena, Tzena, Tzena’—38885... 5 4 13 
BILLY ECKSTINE (M-G-M) 
15 10 “My Foolish Heart”—10623A.... 9 1 12 
BILL SNYDER (Tower) 
16 17 “Bewitched”—1473 ............. 7 4 11 
AMES BROS. (Coral) 
Vim iT “Sentimental Me’—60140........ nh 6 6 10 
DORIS DAY (Columbia) 
17B 11 “I Didn’t Slip, Pushed”—38818... 3 9 10 
MEL TORME (Capitol) 
17C 13 ‘“Bewitched”—1000.............. ara Fae ere ee 10 
GORDON JENKINS (Decca) 
18A 9 “My Foolish Heart’—24830.. 3 8 
LARRY GREEN (Victor) 7 
18B “Bewitched”—20-2329A ......... 3 8 
LES PAUL (Capitol) 
19 eee os, a ee ee eee Tae ae 5 7 
HUGO WINTERHALTER (Victor) 
20 ia “Count Every Star’—20-3697B... .. 5 6 
1 2 3 4~ 5 
O Pp SOUTH PACIFIC | YOUNG MAN WITH! ANNIE GET YOUR| HARMONY TIME | DIXIE BY DORSEY 
F I V E T Broadway Cast A HORN GUN The Chordettes Jimmy Dorsey 
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A L B U M S -Columbia ollywood Cast olumbla olu la 
MM850 C198 M-G-M CL6111 C196 
ML4180 CL6106 E-509 C201 CL6095 
Disk Best Sellers by Companies 
: (Based on Points Earned) 
No. of No. of 
Label Records Points Label Records Points 
RE errr re i 6 | Ba reer re es ee 3 32 
SSB crea ree irk ae 5 131 | London ..... e6vbes shebtees Bao 1 27 
DL cceeeudesdosseeegeeneds 2 51 | DOOR. i rv or cides ecbeecdssacces 1 11 
Columbia, .....cccccsccccccsess 3 . Be? SPerrerreerrere rrr rr err ee 1 10 | 
is Kind eee aces hanes nae 45 | 
| . some sort. Songs make people 
Wag Tunesmith Suggests — Bergman to Coast 


Govt. Buy Surplus Songs 


Tucson, Aug. 1. 


Ever hear of the Federal Song 
Surplus Commissioner? You might, 
if anyone ever takes seriously the 
deadpan open letter to Pres. Tru- 
/_man penned by -columnist “Don 
|Pajamas” of the Brewery Gulch 
' Gazette of Bisbee, Ariz. 
| “Pajamas” is really Furniss Pe- 
'terson, bedridden whilom_ song- 
‘smith who churned out “Christmas 
| Story” with Hoagy Carmichael for 
the film “Johnny Holiday.” His 
open letter is a plea for the under- 
privileged songwriter. 
| “There are millions of songs, 
good songs,’ Peterson wrote, 
/“which will never be heard, which 
will not net the writers one cent 
'unless the government does some- 
‘thing about it. While other busi- 
\ness booms, the music business is 
in a slump, sheet music sales are 


happy—and happy nation is—well, 
;it is a happy nation. And let me 
| whisper .that politically speaking 
| there are more songwriters than 
| there are farmers. You play a 
‘piano—you no doubt have written 
songs too, so your sympathy should 


be with us. 


|ment loans so that they could pub- 
\lish‘all the songs offered them— 
/and recording companies could get 
| the same too so that they could rec- 
_ord this surplus of songs. 


| “Or this might be a good idea, 
{to store this surplus in some cave 
| too—and pay the writers royalties 
'on them just as if they were pub- 
|lishers, rating them according to 
| government expert examiners and 
'the writers to receive payment on 
| that basis.” 

First support for the scheme 
came from a Hollywood meeting of 
the Songwriters Protective Associa- 








| “Perhaps you could see that mu-/| hold a waxing session with Frankie 
‘sic publishers get some govern-| Carle orch in Chicago. 


| 
| 





off as much as 90% and recording | tion at which L. Wolfe Gilbert read 


sales are off too. 


“I urge you, Mister President, to | great surprise of practically no one, management of the 


give us songwriters a subsidy of 


the column to members. To the 


‘| the suggestion drew cheers. 


Dewey Bergman, RCA Victor | 
artist and repertory staffer, planed | 
to the Coast Monday (31) to set up | 
closer east-west liaison with Henri 
Rene, new Coast recording chief 
for Victor. 

On way back, Bergman will | 








| 
M-G-M Pacts Ranch | 
M-G-M Records Signed Harry | 
Ranch and his orch to a one-year | 
contract last week. 
Ranch, who is appearing with a | 
seven-man unit at the Green Room | 
of the Hotel Edison in New York, | 
will probably use more sidemen on | 
recording dates. 





Amarillo’s Symph Deal 
Amarillo, Aug, 1. 
Arrangements have been com- 
pleted here between the Amarillo 
Philharmonic Orchestral Assn. and 
Interstate Theatres whereby the 
circuit will take over the business 


ARRAPPREPA 


DECCA 


ae tiated 


THOUSANDS - 
APPLAUD 
SISTER ROSETTA 
THARPE 


On Sunday, July 2nd, Sister 
Rosetta Tharpe starred in a 
“spiritual concert” held at 
Griffith Stadium, Washing- 
ton, D. C. Over 20,000 peo- 
ple enthusiastically acclaim- 
ed Sister Tharpe and other 
Decca artists who appeared 
on the program. So out- 
standing was the concert’s 
success that a whole series 
of similar shows is being 
planned. 


The World's 
Greatest 
Gospel Singer 


NN 
ual 
HARP 


Her Latest. Release! 


THE 
NATURAL 
FACTS 


coupled with ° 


| HEARD MY 
MOTHER CALL 
MY NAME 


Sister Rosetta Tharpe 
and Sam Price Trio 


Available on Both 
78 and 45 RPM 


Decca 48166 


and 


‘ 9-48166* 
Single Records 75c 


* Indicates 45 RPM version 
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RECOROS 
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group for next season. | 
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Disk Jockey Reviews 


MATINEE AT MIDNIGHT j 
Carl Nelson 
120 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Sun., 12 Mid. 
CANADIAN ACE BREWERY 
WBBM, Chicago 

With this show being patterned 
along standard lines, Carl Nelson 
will satisfy most of those yearning 
for straight music. Chatter falls far 
below the average spinner’s output, 
with Nelson extremely chary of 
wordage that isn’t pertinent to the 
disks. Occupying midnight to 2 
a.m. spot, Nelson, who is the latest 
to join Chicago twirler ranks, di- 
recis music toward the listener 
preparing for bed rather than to 
the night-shifters. Records are all 
on the quiet side, ranging from 
novelty to light classical, and dis- 
persed so that none resembles its 
predecessor. 

Talk is reserved to background 
on disks, and in the early portion 
of the show to weather briefings 
and late sports news. Rest of the 
chatter is reserved to the antics of 
the program’s mascot, Poco the 
Parakeet. Nelson directs state- 
ments to both the bird and the lis- 
tener, at the same time describing 
the bird’s capers as it allegedly 
flies from microphone to tumer. 
Device stacks up as a perfect decoy 
for Nelson and good entertainment 
for the audience. 

Far and away the most potent 
fesiure of the show is Nelson him- 
selt. His voice is perhaps as in- 
gratiating as any heard among lo- 
cal jocks. Although he is less glib 
than some of the group, he parlays 
this handicap to demand a certain 
attention when he does speak. Us- 
ing the whimsical approach at 
times, Nelson's show is adult and 
well-handled, conveying a sense of 
intimacy without becoming folksy, 
and humor without relying on gag 
lines. 

Commercials, which occupy only 
the beginning 15 minutes of the 
show, are interspersed between 
disks and intelligently vane = 

el. 


SHOW BUSINESS 

With Mike Cashin 

145 Mins.: Mon.-Sat., 2.05 p.m. 
Participating 

CKEY, Toronto 

Miike Cashin, who did a five- 
hour owl stint for two years over 
CKUL, Montreal, has been~ im- 
ported by CKEY, Toronto, and 
within the fortnight has swiftly 
moved away up on the d.j. pop- 
ularity poll in this area. Using 
*“There’s No Business Like Show 
Business” as the rousing musical 
theme, Cashin rings in 30-min. 
segments centred on nightclub 
personalities, radio, vaude, musi- 
comedy, and the legit theatre; and 
is evidently hep to such entertain- 
mit media backgrounds. 

‘iore important, he holds the 
rauical viewpoint—for a ‘d.j., that 
is — that, whereas most spinners 
believe they are the feature of the 
program, his belief is that the 
people who make the records are 
more important to the listener and 
should be played up. It’s a unique 
philosophy, coming from a disk 
jockey, but Cashin concentrates on 
talking about the artists and giv- 


ing them full credit instead of 


talking about himself. 


With the artists the integral part | 


of his show and not the commen- 
tator, Cashin links the disk story 
together with anecdotes about 
bandleaders, singers, personalities 
of stage. screen and vaude. His 
chatter between: tunes shows an 
honest enthusiasm for all branches 
ot show business and registers in 
its relaxed sincerity, devoid of any 
know-it-all attitude or gossip- 
mongering. McStay. 


THE OUTER DRIVE PROGRAM 
With Den McCarty 

5 hours; Mon.-thru-Sat., 12 a.m. 
PARTICIPATING 

WCFL, Chicago 

Don McCarty, who has had this 
show since last September, han- 
dies it a bit differently than most 
all-night segments. Most of the 
all-nighters either move into a for- 
malized pattern after a while, or 
block bands or singers into 15- 
minute or half-hour segments. Mc- 
Carty is entirely unrestricted, and 
meanders from one type of n.usic 
inic another without she slightest 
ti epidation. It’s all good pop 
stuff, though, and lack of rigid pat- 
tein, together with MeCarty’s 
pleasant style of patter, make for 
eacy listening. 

MieCarty confines his talk to mu- 
si .telling background of song cr 
record, or something about the 
artist. One detail in his chatter 
should be welcomed by both pub- 
lishers and record companies 
when playing one disk of a plug 
tune, he will usuaily list the other 
recordings madé@ of the tune on 
different labels by different artists. 

Show is broken up,nicely by fre- 
quent time and weather reports 


plus hourly new broadcasts. Mc- 


| Carty handles them in same evsy, 


Tops of the Tops 


Retail Disk Best Seller 
“Mona Lisa” 
Retail Sheet Best Seller 
“Mona Lisa” 
“Most Requested” Disk 
“Mona Lisa” 
Seller on Coin Machines 
“Mona Lisa” 


Carty handles them all cleanly. / 
Ccemmercials don’t occur too fre-! 
quently, but when they do, Mc- 


pleasant style, never pressing; 
them on audience. An occasional | 
guest helps brighten the show. 


Name of program, incidentally, ee pas 
stems from Chicago’s Outer Drive,’ — ewstche Ye 
and the five hours are supposed tu | ™ a hone nit 
be spent driving up or down the gram three times daily—7 to 8 
Lake Michigan shore. Fortunate-| a.m., 9:15 to 10:15 a.m., and 6:15 
ly, McCarty doesn’t carry the idea, to 6:45 p.m. His casual, intimate 
bevond the introduction to the style of broadcasting somewhat 
show. Chan. resembles Arthur Godfrey's. He 
| possesses a deep voice and an easy 
| manner. He ambles along with 
ichatter and banter, between intro- 
duction to recorded music, lead- 











FOSTER BROOKS 
With Jerry Bottorff, cuests 


45 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 3 p.m. 
Sustaining P ups to transcribed plugs and de- 
WKLO. Louisville livery of live commercials. 


Here’s a promising and versatile Malcolm aims his second swing 
radio personality. Brooks is not 4t housewives, advising them to 
only in the afternoon, but holds remove their shoes, loosen up and 
forth five nights a week in quarter- |Te!ax._ He makes reference to his 
hour slots as well as a Saturday 2Md their families and to house- 
night sesh from 9:30 p.m. to 1 a.m. | 20ld chores. Married women should 

Brooks has a telephone in the | like his personality; single gals, his 
studio, and invites listeners to| Voice. Selection of music is va- 
phone in their requests. One of Ted; wot segment Malcolm did 
the few air comics in this town, 2 Smatch of singing-to-record. A 
and by far the most versatile | tYPical soap opera was also kidded. 
Brooks intersperses vocals with Smeak approach, sometimes slow, 
the disks. Accompanied at the elec-|18 used on the advertising, which 
tric organ by Jerry Bottorff,|imcludes transcribed spiels made 
WKLO program director, Brooks under the impression numerous 
vocals ballads in an excellent bari- | 4steners must be hard of hearing. 
tone voice. Has a gift for ad lib.|. His live commercials stress the 
and his throw-away remarks are |imtimate, persuasive approach. 
entirely unpredictable. His timing, | _, 5UPPer stint unfolds a straighter 
and razor-sharp zanyisms are mak-  StYle. Jaco. 


ing him a standout ad lib jock. i 
|| Jocks & Jukes 


Wied. 
|e Continued from page 38 














BARTON WILSON | 
30 Mins.: Nightly 
OAX—4-L, Lima, Peru 











OAX-4-L, Lima, Pera | Decca . . . Connie Haines’ cut of 

Barton Wilson, former regional “La Vie En Rose” is overshadowed 
Texas disk jockey, does half-hour by other versions on the market 
nightly broadcast from 9 to 9:30, (Coral) . . . Jimmy Wakely has a 


more or less, called “Date With | : ” 
Music” on Radio Miraflores OAX- late but good cut of “Mona Lisa 
4-L. He plays late popular record- | (Capitol). 
ings interspersed with comments Standout folk, western, religious, 
on American orchestras and/or | jazz, polka, etc.: Wesley Tuttle, 
any other pertinent minutia inter- “When the Bloom Is on the Sage” 
spersed with local spot announce- | (Coral) Arbee Stidham, 
ments. , “Squeeze Me, Baby” (Victor)... 
Saturday night he patterns his Mills Bros., “When the Roll Is 
show after the “Hit Parade” and Called Up Yonder” (Decca) ; 
gives the eight most povular cur- Rosa Shaw “I Can Feel His Power 
rent Stateside tunes. Wilson has Divine” (Coral) . . .Yank Lawson 
caught on well in Lima and has in- | Orch, “Sensation Rag” (Signature) 
troduced a lowercase type of sales- . Mabel Scott, 


manship. His voice is pleasant Watched Love Die” (King) 


when he doesn’t run it in with the | Nappy Lamare’s Strawhat Seven, 
last three bars of a record. The)|‘Listen to the Mocking Bird” 
few highschool variety Spanish (Capitol) ... Chris Powell, “Blues 


words he uses Peruvians find amus- | in My Heart” (Columbia). 
ing. His English pronounciation of — 


“hairess” for heiress may be inten- * s 
tional or carelessness but his Banjoists Hold Conclave 
Cincinnati, Aug. 1. 


transfer from the U. S. has proved 
More than 1.000 juvenile and 


profitable in more than just mone- 
tary rernuneration. 
|} adult musicians attended the 49th 
| annual convention of the American 
Guild of Banjoists, Mandolinists 
and Guitarists here last week. 
Participating Hank Karch, ex-vaude (Three 
WTRY, Troy | White Kuhns), and in recent years 
Howard Malcolm, heavily-adver-' 4 fretted-music publisher and 
tised newcomer from Boston, pre- Wurlitzer staffer in Cincy, was con- 
sents a modified disk jockey pro- vention manager. 





MUSIC ROOM 
With Howard Malcolm 
2t2 Hrs.; Mon.-Thru-Fri. 











“Have You Ever 


On the 


New York 


E. H. Morris, Morris Music top- 
per, due in from Coast Friday (4) 


... Teresa Brewer last week cut 
her last records until the end of 
September, when she expects her 
first baby . . . Bernie Pellack, Mills 
'Music professional manager, off 
|on two-weeks vacation, his first in 
years . 
'of Shapiro-Bernstein, off on a one- 





week vacation in upper New York | 


|... Johnny Windhurst and his 
Riverboat Five opening at Grand- 
view Inn, Columbia, Sept. 5. 
Bobby Hackett Quartet is currently 
at spot ... BiH Farrell inked Ed 
Ryan, former Ray Anthony pianist, 
as accompanist ... Gene Krupa 
orch to Veteran’s Field, South Am- 
boy, N. Y., Aug. 15 for benefit... 
Larry Clinton planning to reorgan- 
ize_ dance band this fall .. . Louis 


L. Sebock, Decca international di-| 


vision chief, in Harkness Pavilion 
hospital, N. Y. 

Buddy Johnson’s orch into Har- 
lem’s Savoy Ballreom for four 
weeks beginning Friday (4)... 
The Orioles, vocal group. into the 
Peacock Club, Atlanta for three 
days starting Friday (4)... Sarah 
Vaughan headlines the reopening 
show at Harlem’s Apollo theatre 
for one week beginning Aug. 17. 
House ist currently closed for al- 
terations. 


ee eee ee 
| Chicago 
Jack Robbins, J. J.. Robbins top- 
per, at Ann Arbor last week for 
parleys with Michigan music profs 
“Sugar Chile” Robinson to 


Riverside theatre, Milwaukee, 
Aug. 3 for one week ... Adrian 
Rollini inked for Blue Note,! 
Aug. 18 for three weeks ... Guy 
Lombardo pacted for Canadian 
National Exposition in Toronto 
Aug. 25 for one week . Glen 


Gray orch pegged for Sioux Em- 
|}pire Fair, Sioux Falls, S. D. for 
jone week, Aug. 19... Local disk 
| jock Eddie Hubbard back to WIND 
after recent illness ... Jack Fina 
band pencilled into Bill Green’s 
|Casino, Pittsburgh, April 14 for two 
weeks ... Orrin Tucker to Roose- 
velt hotel, New Orleans, Sept. 19 
for four weeks ... Duke Ellington 
slated for Circle theatre, Indian- 
apolis, Aug. 10 for one week, with 
sister house, Lyric, bringing in El- 
liot Lawrence band and Mills 
Bros., Sept. 7 for week . . Ken 


‘| Griffin to Commando Club, Hen- 


derson, Ky., July 31 for two weeks 
‘ Harmonicats one-nighting 
through midwest starting in Min- 
neapolis, Aug. 8... Mildred Bailey 
to warble at Blue Note, Aug. 18 
for two weeks, with Joe Marsala 
backing ... Galen Williams orch 
into Isbell’s here. Aug. 3... Ken 
Harris orch to St. Anthony hotel, 
San Antonio, Aug. 12 for four 
‘weeks . .. Victor Lombardo band 
to Wald Lake Casino, Wald Lake, 
Mich., Aug. 2 for eight days, then 
'to Cedar Point, Ohio for ten days, 
Aug. 25... George Rank, formerly 
trumpet player and arranger with 
Del Courtney and George Olsen, 
has launched his own aggregation, 
currently playing Lake Club in 


——— ee 
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- . « = 
wk. wk. Title and Publisher ___ _!Z 6is < Simi sidio!s 
a 3 “Mona Lisa” (Paramount)....... ee ee. ee : -— -9 1 a 2S 2a 
2 2 ““Bewitehed” (Chappell)......... yy it = a ee a oe et ce we ae 
3. 1 “Third Man Theme” (Chappell). 4 5 2 5 6 3 7 2 6 89 3 6 4 
4 4 “I Wanna Be Loved” (Supreme). . te Te Oe eee 4 5 61 
5 7 “Count Every Star’ (Paxton).... 6 3 .. 6 9 5 4 7 4 , os ae 
6 14 “Sam’s Song” (Sam Weiss)....... 3 6 6 10 8 [a © 
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. . Louis Bernstein, topper | 


Upbeat . 


| Springfield ° . Warren Ketter, 
fassistant to Dave Garreway, in 
hospital for minor surgery ... 
Sherman Hayes band inked into 
Peony Park, Omaha, Aug. 2 for 
‘five days. 





Hollywood 


Kid Ory and his combo open to- 
night (1) at Mike Lyman’s Play- 
| room for an indefinite stand... 
Jack Martin, former vocalist and 
'saxist with Kay Kyser joined Gar- 
wood Van’s orch at the Hollywood 





Roosevelt ... Victor Young headed 
for Frisco to take it easy for a 
few days Reginald Ment- 


gomery, pianist with Abbey 
Brown’s orch at Charley Foy’s Sup- 
per Club, celebrated his tenth 
anni at the spot. He started there 
before the band did. 


Frank DeVol reoptioned for the 
third year as maestro of CBS’ 
Oxydol shows which resume Aug, 
28... Spade Coeley band one- 
nighting hereabouts Mischa 
Novy orch reoptioned for another 
month at Perino’s, local eatery and 
will then trek to Las Vegas for a 
stand at the Flamingo EH 
Leighton Noble orch opens to- 
night (1) at the Cocoanut Grove. 





Kansas City 

Jimmy Featherstone orch fol- 
lows Ted Weems crew into the 
Terrace Grill of the Muehlebach 
hotel, opening Aug. 2... Sherman 
Hayes orch played a one-nighter at 
the Pla-Mor Ballroom last Satur- 
day (29), their first date there... 
Weela Gallez moves out of Ted 
Boyers Supper Club, Akron, O., 
and opens two-week stand at the 
Monkey Bar, New York, :Aug. 17 
... Fifi Dorsay opens in El Casbah 
of Bellerive hotel Aug. 11, succeed- 
ing Rudy’ Vallee .. . Gene Austin 
through town on his way from 
Park Plaza, St. Louis, to Riverside 
Club, Casper, Wyo., where he 
opens Aug. 4 for two weeks . ° 
Jon and Sondra Steele play Mapes 
hotel, Reno, for two weeks begin- 
ning Aug. 1, and then move on to 
Commercial hotel, Elko, to play a 
week during Fair time there be- 
ginning Aug. 30... Midland At- 
tractions has booked Vi Keys and 
her Dude Ranch Boys for 16 weeks 
of shows with International Har- 
vester Company in Oklahoma and 
Texas; trio closed at Frontier 
hotel, Cheyenne, last week... 
Gypsy Markoff opened July 28 at 
Cipango Club, Dallas, and moves 
over Aug. 8 to Monteleone hotel, 
New Orleans ... Ruth Wallis has 
had her option lifted and stays at 
the Seven Seas, Omaha, until early 
September ... Eric Corpea orch 
at Broadmoor hotel, Colorado 
Springs, likewise until early Oc- 
tober .. . Betty McGuire orch con- 
tinues at Ouray-Inn. Colorado 
Springs, until mid-September .. . 
Ray Wine takes over the organ at 
the Robidoux hotel, St. Joseph, be- 
ginning Aug. 7 . . Four Tons of 
Rhythm move out of the Cave of 
the Hotel Hill, Omaha, heading for 
| date in Sterling. Colo., Aug. 3... 
Art Kaye and Comedaires (three- 
some) currently on two-week date 
'at Arcade Club, Sioux Falls ... 
Lin Andrews Trio the music at- 
traction at the New Avalon Club 
when it opened in Casper, Wyo., 
July 21... Johnny Duke orch to 
Bengalaire Club, Tulsa .. . Metro- 
Tones in at Eddy’s Restaurant, 
opening last Friday (28) for two- 
week stand, following Stan Nelson 
Trio ._. Hollywood Rangerettes 
Set for Teves Club, Duluth, Sept. 
18 . .. Whitey Fresch, formerly 
_with Sammy Pagna band. now out 
with his own crew, the Versatiles, 
' and played first date in Flame 
| Room, Sioux City, opening July 21. 


Pittsburgh 


| orch opened two-week engagement 
at Bill Green’s on Monday (31)... 
| Ralph Flanagan’s band plays one- 
| nighter at West View Park Aug. 10 
.. + Piccolo Pete quintet into new 
Fifth Avenue Cafe in East Liberty 


- . » Dodo Marmaresa, the pianist, 
picked up a trio here and recorded 
four sides last week for Savoy... 
Violinist Dolores Clark, formerly 
with Phil Spitalny, has put togeth- 
er another threesome and is filling 
'a flock of dates in Canada. . ..Or- 
| ganist Everett Haydn has had his 
| option picked up again at Hotel 
Sheraton Lounge... Shirley Reade 
singing with Walter Wable’s band 
at the Ankara during engagement 
| there of the Jo Barnum ice revue, 
|“Stars 'N’ Skates”... Max Tarshis, 
singing pianist, now entertaining 
nightly at the Playhouse Grille . . . 
Reid Jaynes, Jr., pianist with 
Deuces Wild at Midway Lounge, 
has just chalked up fifth anniver- 


| 
| 
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War Jitters Sock Montreal Niteries, 
Beer Stubes Getting Most Tourist Coin 


4 
DP. i 





Montreal, Aug. 1. 

What started out in high gear as 
one of the best tourist years for 
Montreal since World War II has 
slowed to a walk with current 
Korea news. Although town is 
still bulging with visitors from the 
U. S., most hotels have noticed 
slackening pace. Reservations 
made earlier in the year for mid- 
summer are not being picked up, 
The “package” tour which boomed 
in the first weeks of July has 
slowed considerably and net result 
is being reflected in local boites, 
which usually do their best biz at 
this time of summer. 

In spite of two big rooms, the 
Tic Toc and the Carrousel, both of 
which got a good slice of the tour- 
ist coin, being shuttered for altera- 
tions, the remaining niteries par- 
ticularly in the West End, are un- 
able to draw consistently and most 
agree the big spender has been re- 
placed by the shopper who picks 
his entertainment carefully and at 
the right price. ; 

The Normandie Roof, Esquire 
and Latin Quarter, the only clubs 
operating in the West End with 
package shows, have trimmed 
budgets for the summer and re- 
turns are spotty. The Roof, atop 
the Mount Royal hotel, does fair 
dinner business but gets slim 
trade for the late shows. Around 
mid-town, the Bellevue Casino, 
however, is still packing them in 
and the heavy outlay for talent 
each week, low admission charge 
and general air of informality, is 
keeping this spot out of the red. 
Further east, the Folies Bergeres 
has cut its overhead but a sock 
line of gals plus sight acts and bi- 
lingual singers continues to attract 
good biz in spite of being consid- 
ered an off-the-beat location. 

General lounge and cafe trade is 
just holding with the rooms fea- 
turing single acts, relying on 
the beer drinkers for*bulk of trade. 
Plans for the fall season shape 
fairly strong. Carol Grauer, long 
associated with the old Samovar, is 
readying an intimery on upper 
Peel street and will feature small 
versatile groups. The old Chez 
Maurice, pioneer nitery in town, is 
being refurbished and plans call 
for reopening in September under 
new tag of the Leone. Rising costs 
have delayed the Tic Toc’s re- 
entry, but it’s expected to be in 
full swing at an early date. 


AGVA YANKS ICE SHOW 
FOR NOT POSTING BOND 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 

Eddie Rio, western regional di- 
rector of American Guild of Varie- 
ty Artists, stopped “Rhapsody on 
Ice” from opening here Friday 
night. Rio stated the blade show 
had failed to post the usual bond 
with AGVA, hence its action. Re- 
portedly, “Rhapsody” has eight 
weeks of bookings, and Rio asked 
for $4,100 cash to guarantee full 
week’s salaries for all performers, 
the usual bond request of the 
ufion. 

Rio left here enroute to N, Y. 
with instructions that if the bond 
is posted with the L. A. office of 
AGVA show can proceed. He no- 
tified his headquarters accordingly. 
In N. Y., Rio will huddle with 
AGVA exec Henry Dunn anent a 
national TV show which AGVA 
would sponsor and from which it 
would rive some coin for its 
relief fund. 


N.Y. Diamond Horseshoe 


Casting for New Show 


Probability is that the current 
Diamond Horseshoe, N. Y., show, 
“Banjo on My Knee,” will run less 
than a full year. Agents have beén 
asked by Billy Rose, operator, to 
submit talent for a new display 
that will probably preem in Oc- 
tober. Current show opened last 
November. 

Generally, the Horseshoe dis- 
plays run over a year. Previous 
layout, “Violins Over Broadway,” 
ran almost two years. 











Vaude Again for Indpls. 
Indianapolis, Aug. 1. 

Circle theatre will resume stage 
shows, starting with Duke Elling- 
ton, Aug. 10. Mills Bros. and El- 
liott Lawrence orch are set for 
Sept. 7. 

House hasn't 


stage 
shows since May. 


played 


J s 


Hope Adds 2 More 


° Hollywood, Aug. 1. 

Bob Hope is stretching his up- 
coming tour of the hinterlands to 
take in two more dates. Comedian 
will appear in Du Quoin, IIl., Sept. 
4, and Allentown, Pa., Sept. 6. He 
has already booked the Illinois 
State fair in Springfield, Aug. 19- 
20, and Indiana state fair, Indian- 
apolis, Aug. 31-Sept. 3. 

Hope then pulls into New York 


for rehearsals of his Sept. 12 video | 


Boat Excursions 


Big Talent Aid 


Increased useage of acts on 
steamboat excursions out of New 
York is providing a lucrative rev- 
enue for talent, agents and bookers 
during the usual summer doldrums. 
However, it’s not the usual run of 
excursion boats that are plunging 
on these occasionals, but various 
organizations, schools, churches, 
etc., which charter the boats on 
off-days, usually Mondays and 
Wednesdays, for private outings. 

Greater demand is for novelty 
acts, with accent on _ jugglers, 
clowns, puppeteers, etc., with théir 
appéal for kids. A number of 
regular acts and versatile music 
combos are also employed, all at 
regular American Guild of Variety 
Artists’ clubdate minimum. 

Idea was started last season by 
Joe Wright and Bobby McDonald, 
a couple of clubdate bookers who 
-had a lean winter and were des- 
perate for some means of balanc- 
ing their budgets. Although 
starting on a small scale the idea 
has mushroomed into a paying biz 
that provides work for several 
hundred acts that would otherwise 
be beached in the summer. In 
many cases the bookers have ap- 
proached organizations on the boat- 
ride angle as means of increasing 
revenues for various funds and 
charities. Response was slow at 
first. In such instances, they have 
handled both promotion of the af- 
fairs as well as supplying talent, 
and it’s paid off both ways. 

According to the bookers, they 
have contracts with their clients of 
three-year and five years duration, 
so they have no qualms about com- 
petitors cutting in on their gravy 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., Aug. 1. 

Victor Naglers motored in from 
N. Y. to visit Phillip Yagaloff 
(Transfilm Corp.), newcomer in 
for observation. 

Arthur (IATSE) Perry, and Joe 
(IATSE) Fallon, showing nice im- 
provement. 

Field Horine and Lisa Reiman, 
and Detta Okun stopped off at the 
Raybrook, Y.,. sanatorium to 
chat with Seni Okun, who expects 
all-clear report any day. 

Betty Meriweather, dancer, who 
recently underwent operation at 
Raybrook san., will continue the 
cure at the Stony Wold sanatorium, 
Lake Kushaqua, N. Y. 

During the past month two new 
drive-in theatres were opened, the 
Sara-Placid theatre between Sara- 
nac Lake and Lake Placid and 
the Tupper’s Drive-In Theatre be- 
tween Tupper and Saranac Lake. 

The recent death of Ann Com- 
merford saddened the gang here. 
She had been treated at the Will 
Rogers hospital five years ago and 
since then made her home in the 
downtown colony. 

Bob Cosgrove. (Columbia Pic- 
tures) in for a month’s vacation at 
his Lake Flower camp. 

Kitty Bernard (of the Staple- 
ton Sisters) ended her observation 
period. Now upped for meals and 
mild exercise. 

Among patients taking vocational 
training with the Saranac Lake 
Study & Craft Guild are Johnny 
Lake, Joe (UA) Phillips, Johnny 
(IATSE) Nolan, Sdm (RKO) Kel- 
ley, Dolly Gallagher and Helen 
Pelechowicz. 

Write to those who are ill. 


Eddie Edwards, of the vaude 
team of Edwards & Diane, has 
turned agent and joined the Leon- 
ard Green office last week. He’ll 

















work in the act dept. under Larry 
Gengo, seats Hl ten 


— 


DeMarcos’ Nitery Dates 


The DeMarco Sisters begin a 
two-week stand at the Bolden 
hotel, Reno, today (Wed.). Gals 
then move on to the Last Frontier, 
Las Vegas, for another two weeks 
starting Aug. 21. 

Group .is scheduled to hit New 
York in mid-September for a Para- 
mount theatre engagement. 


Cole Circus Hits Mild 
Biz on Upper N.Y. Tour, 





Albany, Aug. 1. 


Cole Bros. Circus has been con- 
|sistently running into poor busi- 
ness in recent stands. Poughkeep- 
sie, the first upstate stand—except 
Buffalo, earlier in the season—was 
off. Albany, the second stand 
and without any other large circus 
this year, was better, but still be- 
|low expectations (26). Schenec- 
tady and Utica followed. 


Show did not arrive here until 
9:30 a.m. and the matinee did not 
begin until 4 p.m. Attendance was 
‘fair’—under the _ circumstances 
and for the size of crowds recently 
attracted in the afternoon. Evening 
house was estimated at about 60% 
of capacity—tent seats 4,500. Per- 
formance, particularly that by Con 
Colleano and the Hanneford Fam- 
ily, was well received. Bruno Zac- 
chini’s cannon act climaxed it. No- 
ticeable was the paucity of aerial 
turns and of production ideas by 
the clowns. Billing for the local 
date did not appear until a week 
before show came in. 


Bill Boyd (Hopalong Cassidy) is 
no longer with the outfit, having 
concluded his engagement in Phil- 
adelphia. Schedule calls for the 
Cole organization to play upstate 
New York, Pennsylvania and Mary- 
land in the next two weeks. Man- 
agement reported satisfactory busi- 
ness in New York and Brooklyn, 
and profitable trade at the Buffalo 
arena. 


Ringling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey 
decided to bypass upstate New York 
the current season, reportedly due 
to the new state code affecting 
places of public assembly and the 
number of rows of bleacher seats 
permitted. However, officials of the 
State Board of Standards and Ap- 
peals said it would have been pos- 
sible to obtain a “variance” per- 
mitting the big show to play in this 
state. In fact, one date on Long 
Island was filled. Ringling officials 
plan to show upstate next year. 





New Blades Display 


Preems in Pitt Cafe 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 1. 
First ice show ever to play a 
local nitery beyond the Golden 
Triangle has opened a four week 
engagement, with options, at 
Charlies Jamal’s Ankara, about 10 
miles from downtown. It’s the 
MCA-booked “Stars ’n’ Skates’ 
unit, featuring Jo Barnum. 


Ankara was forced to extend its 
stage several feet on all sides in 
order to accommodate the show’s 
tank. “Stars” ’n’ Skates’ was a 
last-minute booking for the room. 
Jamal had previously signed an- 
other unit, headed by June Arnold, 
and had spent considerable coin on 
ads and promotion when the 
Arnold show found it couldn’t 
make the booking. 





Varde, Cafe Dates 
Hollywood 


Savannah Churchill and the Four 
Striders open at the Longbar 
Showboat, San Francisco, Aug. 18 
for two weeks at $1,750 per frame. 
. . . Paco Michel added to bill 
headed by Anne Triola at Larry 
Potter’s . . . Danny Lewis, father 
of Jerry Lewis, at Billy Gray’s 
Band Box. Ditto comic Don Tan- 
inen ... Rudy Vallee opens at El 
| Rancho, Las Vegas, for two weeks 
starting Aug. 30... Andrews Sis- 
| ters and Carmen Miranda booked 
'for a fortnight at Tahoe Village, 
| Lake Tahoe, opening Sept. 21... 
| Eddie Heywood trio at the Epi- 
|cure ,.. Vic Damone getting $3,100 
| weekly plus 15% of over $5,000 
for his current stand at the 500 
Club, Atlantic City. 

Alice Tyrrel and Dick Winslow 
opened at the Beverly Hills Club, 
Newport, Ky. . . . Dave Brubeck 
trio opens tonight (1) at The Hague 
for an indefinite stand ... Danny 
Piers opens at Chez Paree, Chi, 

6 for two weeks, 
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Sans Hopalong Boyd 





Burlesque Union Head Raps Attempt o 


By AGVA to Take Over Control 


+ 





Berle East for Roxy Date 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
Milton Berle, who arrived two 
weeks ago for a vacation, checked 
out for New York Sunday (30). 
Berle will prep for his vaude 
stint at the Roxy, N. Y., starting 
Aug. 18. 





Hwood Canteen 
Ready to Reopen 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 

War clouds in the Far East have 
alerted the Hollywood Canteen, 
which entertained more than 
1,000,000 servicemen and women 
during its three years of activity 
in World War II. The old site on 
Cahuenga Blvd. is currently under 
lease to a theatre troupe but may 
be rented again in case the Gov- 
ernment wants the Canteen re- 
activated. 

During the war the Canteen, 
with Bette Davis as president, had 
more than 11,000 registered work- 
ers, played host to soldiers and 
sailors of all the allied nations and 
wound up with a_ surplus of 
$560,000. When hostilities ended, 
this sum was turned over to the 
Hollywood Canteen Foundation, 
with Miss Davis as chairman of the 
board of trustees. Now it has 
$655,571 in the treasury although 
approxiately $60,000 was spent af- 
ter the war on veteran projects and 
scholarships. The fund will revert 
to the Hollywood Canteen if it re- 
sumes its old activities. 

Board members of the Founda- 
tion, in addition to Miss Davis, are 
Ralph Clare, Baron Morehead, 
Mason W. Morris, Jules C. Stein, 
J. K. “Spike” Wallace and Carey 
Wilson, with Jean Lewin as secre- 
tary. 


Andrews Sis Set For 
Waldorf, N.Y., Nov. Date 


Andrews’ Sisters have been 
booked into the Waldorf-Astoria, 
N. Y., Wedgwood Room, for a 
three-week stand, starting Nov. 
30. Trio is planning to showcase 
a video show format for benefit of 
New York radio and agency execs 
while at the hotel. 

Gals will bring in supporting in- 
strumentalists, but orch for that 
time has not been set as yet. Music 
Corp. of America handled the 
booking. 








Cracks Down on Alien 


Acts on Mexican Dates 


Mexico City, July 25. 

Ministry of the Interior, chief 
government department, is crack- 
ing down on theatre impresarios 
and imported players who lack mi- 
gration papers in order. Ministry 
some time ago started checking 
migration status of all aliens work- 
ing in all branches of Mexican 
showbiz. 

Ministry announces the Teatro 
Margo, local minor vaude-revue 
house, was fined $1,125 for pre- 
senting five Cuban orch pitmen 
and two hoofers for lacking proper 
migration papers. 


Pitt Cafe Burgled 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 1. 
Midway Lounge, local downtown 
home of the jazzophiles, was $2,- 
000 poorer last week as a result 





/of an early morning haul by burg- 


lars. A safe in the cafe was pourm- 
ed open and more than two grand 
in cash and several checks of an 
undetermined amount were taken. 

Theft was discovered by Regis 
J. Henry, proprietor, when he 
— downtown to open the next 
ay. 





Toledo Arena Names Mulligan 
Toledo, Aug. 1. 
Andy Mulligan has been named 
general manager of Toledo’s Sports 
Arena. 
He succeeds the late Jack Dent. 


Ward-Kemp Agency, Inc., has 
been chartered to conduct a the- 
atrical business in New York, with 
capital stock of 100 shares, no par 
value. Jacob Gerstein is a direc- 
tor and filing attorney. 
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Any possible merger of Brother 
Artists Assn., which represents the 
burlesque field, with American 
Guild of Variety Artists was stoutly 
denied last week by Tom Phillips, 
president and founder of the BAA 
(Nee Burlesque Artists Assn.) on 
his return from an organizational 
tour. “Our chafter as an affiliate 
of the Associated Actors and Ar- 
tistes of America, parent body of 
all talent unions, would preclude 
any such intended kidnapping,” 
Phillips stated. : 


Although admitting that he and 
his organization have had a rough 
road for several years, Phillips de- 
clared such a merger is far from 
reality, but may be in the dream 
stage of some AGVA toppers. He 
added that, after reading a state- 
ment on the proposed takeover of 
his union by AGVA, presumably 
issued by latter union, he took the 
matter up with the 4A’s, which de- 
nied ever suggesting or consenting 
to such a move. Furthermore, they 
hinted he should issue a true state- 
ment of facts to his membership 
and theatre operators with whom 
union does business to avoid a mis- 
understanding and subsequent ju- 
risdictional disputes. As matters 
stand, Phillips says, there already 
is some confusion on the reports 
AGVA is trying to take oyer. 

Matter stems from a meeting of 
the 4A’s several weeks ago, when 
Phillips claims he petitioned for a 
waiver of per capita tax for his 
union, pending an allout organiza- 
tional drive on burley theatres in 
September. He also welcomed some 
sc-t of cooperation from AVGA in 
territories wherein that union had 
field offices, in order to provide 
assistance to a sister union in po- 
licing such territories until the 
BAA set up its Own branches. He 
felt that since all talent unions 
were parented by the 4A’s it was 
not untoward to seek assistance 
—_ any branch, other than finan- 
cial. 

Nixed Deal 


No definite decision was reached 
at the time. Subsequently, Phillips 
claims he was invited to attend a 
board meeting at AGVA by Henry 
Dunn, secretary: of the union, who 
suggested that if he would merge 
the BAA into AGVA he could re- 
main as organizer of that division 
on a salaried basis. Phillips said 
he nixed that proposition upon 
ground that sugh a deal would not 
only be illegal but that he held no 
such authority to make any such 
deal with AGVA. A merger would 
have to be voted upon 4nd ratified 
by the membership of BAA. 

“I thought that clarified the mat- 
ter,” said Phillips, “until I read 
AGVA’s erroneous statement in the 
trade press a week later and subse- 
quently found that AGVA’s field- 
men had already begun to approach 
members of the BAA to join 
AGVA. When they pointed out 
they already belonged to one union, 
BAA, they were allegedly told there 
was no more BAA and that AGVA 
had taken it over.” 

By way of clarification on inner 
workings of such mergers or take- 
overs of one union by another, 
Phillips cited bylaws of the 4A’s 
and general procedure of other 
unions, stating that such a move 
can only be accomplished when a 
union and its officers are charged 
with malfeasance or dishonesty. 
Then charges would have to be pre- 
ferred and heard by parent union, 
which would make the ultimate de- 
cision. Since there have been no 
charges filed against him or the 
BAA, there’ll be no takeover by 
~~ or anyone else, he reiter- 
ated. 


TONY MARTIN SETS NEW 
RECORD AT L.A. GROVE 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 

Tony Martin drew tremendous 
4,406 covers in second and final 
week at Cocoanut Grove, setting 
new record for spot. Tally topped 
first week’s 4,170, also a record 
mark. Final Saturday night Mar- 
tin drew 991 customers. 

Take from covers alone came 
within $550 of paying off $14,400 
talent budget for the fortnight. 
Martin got $10,000 for stand, Ernie 
Heckscher orch got $4,400. 








Billy Daniels, singer currently — 


at Cafe Society Downtown, N. Y., 
oes into the Riviera, Fort Lee, 
. J, Aug. 15 for two weeks. 
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Night Club: Reviews 


Starlight Reof. N. Y. 
(HOTEL WALDORF-ASTORIA) 
Phil Spitalny’s “Hour of Charm” 

All-Girl Orch (32) with Evelyn, 
Gloria, Helen, Viola, Louise, Jean- 
nie; Griff Williams Orch (13); 
cover, $1-$2. 


Phil Spitalny must certainly be 
the phenomenon of show business 
because of the manner in which he 
is able to put his forefinger to his 
lips, his familiar trademark. and 
thus exact a pin-dropping silence 
from his orech. Under ordinary cir- 


cumstances, perhaps, such silence 
wouldn’t be much of an achieve- 
ment. But it is very much the 
achievement in this case. If vou 
don’t know it by now, Spitalny’s 
troupe is ccmprised of all girls 
Call it showmanship, the ability 
to handle personnel, call it the 
faculty to define what the public 
wants—wnatever you will—it all 


adds uv to a marked saleability of 
entertainment by public standards 
For years Spitalny has been dish- 
ing out his all-girl entertainments 
in the big presentation houses, on 
radio and in the smart hotels. all 
of it of a degree that makes for 
surefire mass appeal. Only televi- 
sion now remains for Spitalny to 
be conquered. That should come 
soon enough. And the sooner the 
better for the video fans. 

One of the fine novelty presenta- 
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tions for many years, because of 


|the aN-girl angle, the Spitalny crew 


has long since surpassed its novelty 
facets. It must be judged today on 
its ability alone, and on this basis 
it must rate among the fine famil) 
entertainments. 

This troupe is replete with prac- 
tically every kind of musical di- 
vertissement. Spitalny has a crew 
that is excellent from both an en- 
semble and solo standpoint, and of 
the latter there are a number 
whom he gives a chance to step to 
the front. Foremost of these, of 
course, is the violining Evelyn 
(Mrs. Spitalny), long one of the 
outfit’s standbys and still contribut- 
ing her sock soloing as the bill’s 
closer. Evelyn knows her way 
around the classics as well as the 
pop stuff, and her versatility is espe- 
cially evident with an amusing 
dextrous fiddling of “The Hot 
Canary,” enhanced by five violins 
from among the orch. 

Gloria ha. a thin albeit pleasant 
soprano in vocaling light opera and 
musicomedy stuff, while Helen dis- 
plays a neat fluting ability. Viola 
plays a hot set of drums, while a 
trio does a pleasant takeoff on 
“Rigoletto.” The pianoing Louise 
paces an ensemble “Rhapsody in 
Blue.” Jeannie, the band’s featured 
contralto. shows off a neat throaty 
quality in a couple of solos. 

While Spitalny generously points 
the spotlight on the individuality 
of his girls, he remains inconspicu- 
ous with his simple, straightfor- 
ward announcements. Perhaps it 
might be captious to mention that 
in a spot such as the Starlight 
Roof Spitalny might restrain his 
maestroing gestures somewhat. In 
a large presentation house that 
would be okay, but the intimacy of 
audience and entertainer in a hotel 
room would preclude it But 
maybe those gestures on opening 
night were intended also to direct 
the men in the lighting booths but. 
if so, they paid scant heed to tie 
lighting instructions, to the con- 
stant dismay of the leader. 

Otherwise, the Spitalny unit 
veals good taste in routining and 
gowning. It’s alf a tribute to 
Spitalny as a showman. Despite 
his personnel, it indicates 
always gets in that last word. 

Kahn 


re- 


Bellevue Casino. Mont 'l 
(FOLLOWUP) 
Montreal, July 28 
Holding over for the fifth week. 
the management continues to build 
present layout around their socko 
“Carmen” spee by adding two new 
acts to sharpen offering. 
Al Trahan, aided by June Pay- 
son, has top comedy slot and his 


_comedics pay off. Trahan does his 


usual Is and trick pianoisms. 
hokes up a few- burley routines 
with the well-stacked Miss Payson 
for top returns. Los Gattos trio 


take the opener, whamming over 
‘their tumbling and acros with pace 


and style. Clincher is their triple 
shoulder stand and dance. 
Remainder of show featuring 
the Ballet Sevillano in the Kama- 
rova production of “Carmen” is 
still surefire. A new closer with 


the line in short, beaded costumes, 


doing the Black Bottom, Lindy 
Hop, et al, and the Sevillano com- 
bo doing a modified Spanish interp 
of the Charleston draws salvos. 
Newt. 
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Chez Paree, Chi 
Chicago, July 28. 
Vie Damone, Les Charlivels (3). 
Harmonica Rascals with Johnny 
Puleo (5), Doran & France, Stan 
Gower, Chez Adorables (12) Cee 
Davidson Orch (10), Chico Band 
(5!; minimum $3.50, cover $1. 


Although this is 
first cafe appearance here — his 
only other Chi date, a theatre p.a. 
—he should become a fave here. 
Lad has achieved a great deal of 
poise in the last several years and 
presents a completely relaxed, in- 
gratiating manner, which projects 
in top drawer fashion. 

Instead of starting with 
beat number to quiet the 
tomers, especially after the frantic 
antics of Johnny Puleo and the 
Harmonica Rascals, he tees off 
with a ballad, “Bewitched,” and 
follows with “Somebody Else.” 
Then reprises “You're Breaking 
My Heart” for solid applause 

“Vagabond Shoes,” with orch 
choral background is merely a 
filler, but “I Want to Be Loved” 
gets him back into proper stride. 
Also “I Love the Girl.” He mixes 
selections again, getting back to 
ballads with sock closer, “I Can't 
Give You Anything But Love.” 
Had to beg-off. 

The Charlivels, holdovers, regis- 
ter as strong as in the preceeding 
show with whirlwind acrobatics, 
ballet-type spins, and clever mus!- 
cal numbers on clary, violin and 
piano. 

Also holding over are Johnny 
Puleo and the Harmonica Rascals, 
with the pint-size panto comedian 
getting yocks with his frustrated 


tast 


cus- 


a 


attempts to get into the aci Rest 
of lads give out on nifty har- 
monicaing. 


Doran and France repeat their 
fiery dance numbers from previ- 
ous show for hefty applause and 
ter as strong as in the preceding 
the line does well in their brace of 
colorful productions. Stan Gower 


does a neat pob on _ production 
vocals. Cee Davidson orch backs 
capably, especially during the 
Damone stint, which has_ the 
singer's pianist and drummer, pro- 
viding major assist. Chico and his 
rhumba group alternate on the 


dance chores with Davidson's orch. 
Zabe. 





Mocambo, Hollywood 


Hollywood. July 25. 
“King” Cole & Trio, Roger 
Orch (6), Latinaires (5 
$1.50, $2 


Nat 
Spiker 


cover, 


Here’s another winner for 
Charlie Morrison. The Nat “King” 
Cole stand shapes up as being as 
profitable as that of immediate 
predecessor, Mel Torme who was 
the first of four successive bills 
booked into this Sunset Strip spot 
by Carlos Gastel. 

There’s no question about the en- 
tertainment impact. The ring- 
siders eat it up and scream in dis- 
appointment when Cole finally 
slopes off after a_ walloping 
35-minute turn. Backbone of the 
routine, of course, is Cole’s easy 
vocalizing and his pianistic tricks, 
but he gets able support from his 
boys. Cole keeps the turn neatly 
mixed, blending vocal numbers 
with purely instrumental offerings 
and wisely lets each of his crew 
get in an effective solo number as 
a sort of formal introduction to the 
crowd. Thus, bongo drummer Jack 
Costanzo, guitarist Irving Ashby 
and bassist Joe Comfort are well 
spotted and click. 

Zingy arrangements on all num- 
bers keep the interest high and the 
group wins a hearty response with 
several platter faves, including the 
currently smash “Mona Lisa.” Wax 
Wallopers of a slightly older vint- 
|age are wrapped together in an 
| okay medley that includes “Paper 


| Moon,” “Straighten Up and Fly 
| Right” and “Nature Boy.” It leaves 


little to be desired—except more. 
Musichores still are shared by 

Roger Spiker orch and the Latin- 

aires. Kap. 





Latin Quarter, N. Y. 
(FOLLOWUP) 


Latin Quarter revue undergoes 
another change of headliners and 
a cutting of acts down to four. 
With the five production numbers 
remaining intact, it stacks up as 
a lower-budgeted affair that should 
appeal strongly to the _ tourists. 
Line, brightly costumed, is as good- 


Vie Damone's' 


of the current crisis. His closing | 





has been held over, plays with 


turn is his best — the soapbox | Gillespie too. 


dialect bit. Here he mounts a 
soapbox to make speeches in dif- 
ferent dialects. While use of | 
dialects is a touchy business, he 
handles them easily and without 
offense. 

The other new act is the Marvel- 
los. Two men and a gal com- 
bine for a magic turn that’s pretty 
obvious but entertaining. Men 
produce musical instruments from 
behind a drape. One plays them, 


and then they disappear with an-| 


other instrument taking first one’s 
place. Working behind two sereens, 
they send out life-like dummies 
representing one or another of the 
trio. Front man then proceeds to 
crumple the dummy. Other un- 
usual props help put this over 
nicely. 

Holdovers are 
who continues his 
ding” bit. Artist paints faces on 
the backs of girls, each face rep- 
resenting a different member of 
the wedding. Articles of clothing 
extending from the waist down, 
and gigantic hats give audience 
impression of real people by look- 
ing at girl’s back. There’s plenty 
of revealing stuff, though, and act 
is perfect for this room. 

Also holding over is the Kana- 
zawa Trio, whose acro turn is tops. 
Ralph Young continues as male 
production singer, while Toni Car- 
roll is new as femme vocalist. She’s 
got a good voice and a winning 
personality. Naaman dancers, four 
males and four gals, continue with 
ballet routines. Chan. 


Mons. Choppy, 
“Brittany Wed- 


Beachwalk, Chi 
(EDGEWATER BEACH HOTEL) 
Chicago, Aug. 1. 
Faye & Gordon, Charles Sheldon, 
Dorothy Hild Ballet, Frankie Carle 
Orch (15) with Cliff Jackson; 
$1.80-$2.30 admission. 


This outdoor spot continues its 
policy of elaborate spectacles re- 
volving around the Dorothy Hild 


Ballet. Booking of the Frankie 
Carle band, however, peels off 
some of the revue’s floridity, since 


band is brassier than usual group. 
Nevertheless, Carle turns in a fine 
job and sparks the show all the 
way, but over-all result emerges 
as terp-heavy with too much em- 
phasis on the svelte hoofing of the 
ballet group plus dance team Faye 
and Gordon. 

Band vocalist Cliff 
scores heavily mid-way, 
ly with the youngsters, in a comic- 
western song, “Living Western 
Style.’ Carle follows with crisp 
pianoing of “12th Street Rag,” 
“Sunrise Serenade,” “All That It 
Seemed to Be” and ‘‘Carle Boogie” 
for sock returns. Band comprises 
four reeds, three trumpets, three 
trombones, and four rhythm, with 
Carle sending in a sub on piano 
for dance sessions and backing, 
and taking the stool himself only 
for spots. 

Faye and Gordon open with un- 
usual twist. While Faye hoofs it 
solo, Gordon narrates romantic 
banter, then both merge for ball- 
room stuff for neat returns. 

Hild ballet is spotlighted in 
opening and closing spots, with 
slick lighting and costuming. Open- 
er, “Dream Sonata,” is a tribal 
dance, which seems a bit too slow. 
The other, which choreographer 
Hild revives each year, is “Glow 
Worm Ballet,” which scores nicely. 
Baritone Charles Sheldon does 
neatly on background vocals. 

Mel. 


Birdland, N. Y. 

Dizzy Giilespie Orch (5), 

man Hawkins Orch (6), Cherlie 

Parker Orch (11); 98¢ admission, 
$2 minimum. 


Jackson 
particular- 





Birdland, while retaining its 
three-band policy, has arranged its 
bookings to use many of the side- 
men in all three units, while hook- 


,ing the name attractions individ- 


looking as ever, and if the custom- | 
er sees more of a profusion of legs | 


than regular acts, he still isn't 
complaining. ° 

' Alan Carney steps into the head- 
line spot. It’s unfortunate that | 
after a couple of New York theatre 
dates, the comedian uses pretty 
much the same routine. He opens 


with a few gags, goes into his imi- | 


tations of Hollywood stars, chang- 
,ing this bit only by having them 
| speak lines revolving about army 
| life—a not too pleasant reminder 


} 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
} 
| 


ually. What the units conie down 
to, therefore, are pickup bands 
headed by a name star. The ex- 
ception is the Charlie Parker string 
unit. Thus, Dizzy Gillespie fronts 


Cole: ! 


a five-piece group that features the | 


same rhythm men as appear in 
the Coleman Hawkins unit,. and 


Charlie Parker, whose string unit | 


| The result of this, though, 
|not what might be expected. De. 
spite the fact that much of the 
personnel of all three units is the 
same, they play entirely different 
types of music. Parker, with 
|strings, continues lush arrange- 
ments of show tunes and ballads, 
/with the saxophonist’s fluid and 
melodic interpretations backed by 
'the scored strings. Both the Gij- 
'lespie and Hawkins units play bop, 
but the Hawkins group leans more 
/toward melodic and tonal effect 
| while Gillespie still seeks effects 
of technique and the unusual. 
Gillespie and his group might 
be termed “pyrotechnicians” jn 
'their efforts to avoid the melodic 
line. This was amply illustrated 
|in their “progressive” version of 
“Whispering, * and in a compari- 


is 


son of “What Is This Thing Called 
Love,” as played first by the Park- 
er string unit and then by Gilles- 
pie The trumpeter did make 
some effort to achieve melody with 
“I Can’t Get Started,” but even 
here, his stretching of the inter- 


pretation marred the tonal values 
of the song. 

Hawkins still plays an inspired 
tenor sax, and his efforts add depth 
to the otherwise superficial bop 
played by his unit. He is at his 
| best with his ballad interpreta- 
tions, like “Lover Man.” Other- 
wise, his choice of tunes and an 
indistinguished group of musicians 
—with a couple of exceptions, 
namely pianist Bud Powell and 
trombonist J. J. Johnson—tend to 
, make his music dull. Chan. 
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Unit Review 


Aqua Follies of 1950 
(WIRTH POOL, MPLS.) 

Minneapolis, July 29. 
Hopkins Sisters (2), Bruce Har- 
lan, Patty Fairbrother, Jimmy Pat- 
terson, Charlie Diehl, Earl Clark, 
Fddie Chamberlain, Jim Strong, 
Tommy Thompson, Jerry Silver, 
Lowe, Hite & Stanley, Florida Trio, 
Gene Sheldon, Lida DaValle, Burt 
Hanson, Singing Mariners (4), 
Tom Martin, Water Ballet (24), 
Stage Bailet (24), Ben Barnett’s 
Orch 
by Al Sheehan. 





This is the 11th annual locally- | 


produced “Aqua Follies,” combina- 
tion stage and water show, which 
is one of the regular features of 
the Minneapolis Aquatennial, year- 
ly summer civic festival here. And 
now the big spectacle has attained 
the stature of a touring attraction, 


with its first outside stand Seattle. | 
in nifty al fresco sur-| 


Staged 
roundings, the “Aqua Follies,” like 


the large ice shows and the circus, | 
follows a set pattern each season, | 


interspersing swimming and diving 
exhibitions in a large pool with 
stage production numbers and 
vaudeville acts. Like the ice shows 
and circus, too, it apparently is an 
annual “must,” attracting huge 
audiences during its 
performance run at the 5,000-seat 
Wirth Pool theatre. 


Show’s personnel includes some 
of the foremost diving and swim- 
ming champions and three first- 
rate acts and other entertainers. 


Several of the aquatic stars like | 


Charlie Diehl, Jimmy Patterson, 
Patty Fairbrother, etc., are brought 








“ 


hy a 
pce. : 
Personal Representative 


HESS MAYER 
The Shamrock. Houston Tex. * 


(12); staged and produced | 


12-day, 14- | 


=| water 


back every year, but each season 
also brings new faces as well, of 
course, as new stage acts and pro- 
duction numbers. 

_ Current layout is one of the se- 
ries’ most pretentious. In colorful 
costuming, water and stage effects, 
lighting and staging, and in con- 
ception and execution of both stage 
— water portions, it’s strictly big- 

ime, 


Tom Martin is a suave and per- 
sonable emcee who injects snap- 
piness into the proceedings which 
get under way with the introduc- 
tion of the 48 girls in tunes of 
current and recent season Broad- 
way musical hits. The usual three 
and five meters championship div- 
ing stunts win plaudits for Patty 
Fairweather, Jimmy Patterson, 
Tommy Thompson, Bruce Harlan, 
Charlie Diehl, Chuck Robinson, 
Earl Clark and Jim Strong who 
later thrill with their high five and 
10 meter plunges. The male con- 
tingent, augmented by Jerry Sil- 
ver, a Minneapolis youth, also con- 
vulses as “diving maniacs,” the 
comedy diving always being one 
of the show’s most popular offer- 
ings. 





Sisters, reveal grace and skill in 
their tandem swimming and their 


tines. There’s also water dancing 


| by the 24-girl ballet with some new | 
{and dazzling precision and rhythm- | 


ic formations, including conga fly- 


cake effects. The elaborate stage 


|especially a “Caribbean Holiday” 
built around one of the acts, the 
| Florida Trio, and a “Wedding Fan- 


|tasy” with its stunning costumes | 


| and the stage display blending into 
disporting. There’s fine 
accompanying singing by Lida Da- 


*| Valle, Burt Hanson and the four 
; | Singing Mariners. 
*| Two of the three stage acts, 


| Lowe, Hite & Stanley and Bert 


; | Sheldon, are familiar here, and in 





this new sort of surroundings for 
them they click as usual. The Lowe 


‘; trio, including the long and short | 


of it, amuse with their clowning 
and hoofing, and Sheldon brings 
| down the house with his comical- 
| ities and banjo plunking. The Flor- 
lida Trio’s amazing contortion 
| evokes gasps and laughs in an act 
|reminiscent of that of the Lime 
| Trio of by-gone days. Rees. 


Stars of the show, the Hopkins | 


unusual waltzing in the water rou- | 


ing fish and enormous wedding | 


production numbers are standout, | 
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lee Varieties 
(CHICAGO FAIR GROUNDS 
Chicago, July 26. 
Revue in nine scenes produced 
‘by Voohres-Fleckles; staged and di- 
rected by Truly McGee; musical 
idirector, Al Marney. Features 
‘Kenny Lamb, Skilling Bros. 
Thomas TIwins, Ronnie & Boots 





|Roberts, Roberta Hyams, Jann Lee, | 


|Roy Webster, Dennis & Darlene, 


| De-Icers (7); 60¢ top. 


| 
| 





As a pop price attraction at the 
Chicago Fair grounds this stacks 
up as a good buy. However, if the 
unit is to play the hotel rooms, it 
will need a few additions, especial- 
ly in the line and orch depart- 
ments, both of which are rather 
skimpy, for auditoriums and larger 
inns. As a package for the small- 
er rooms, it’s a distinct bargain, 
especially if Kenny Lamb remains. 
Skating comedian carries the load 
of the show and clicks in every- 
thing he does. 


Truly McGee has woven most of 
her scenes around a candy theme, 
with line in Various costumes de- 
picting confections in various 
forms. Some semblance of a story 
is attempted with little Roberta 
Hyams acting as a child loose in 
iice cream land. Youngster regis- 
ters with slick skating routine. 
| Skilling Bros. are a talented pre- 
cision team and the femme Thomas 
| Twins get over neatly in their rou- 
tines. 


| Jann Lee fill solo spots well. Vo- 
| cal backing by Dennis and Darlene 
is particularly strong with male 
singer giving the show needed lift. 
Line, De-Icers, do well, but seem 


Marney orchestra also has the same 
trouble, with six piece group 
sounding a little hollow in the up- 
|per stands. Costuming by Lester 
\is colorful. Zabe. 


$11,000,000 Deficit | 


ee CONtinued from page 1 =! 


























{ 


meant that British studios were in 
the red for a similar amount. 


Pleading for a few high-budget 
British pictures, Lord Archibald 
suggested it might be possible for 
the British film industry, after al- 
lowing for the $4,000,000 subsidy to 
come from entertainment tax, to 
break even if its efforts were limit- 
ed to the production of about 50 
pictures, each costing about $280,- 
000. “But an industry on such a 
reduced scale,” he said, ‘‘would not 
be worth while saving, and its films, 
with few exceptions, would be a 
_ burden to exhibitors forced to show 
/them by quota.” 


At the opening of the debate, 
Lord Lucas, principal Government 
| spokesman, hinted at future re- 
| organization of the distribution and 
exhibiting sides of the industry in 
order to insure a better return to 
the producer with the good picture. 
He said the film bank loan to Brit- 
ish Lion (£3,000,000) had heen 
“justified on all eounts.” 


‘What War?’ 


eas Continued from page 1 

















country, sunshine. And still more | 


sunshine. 


| Hollywood today is figuring out 
‘that if Bob Hope makes $40,000 
for one TV guest shot, consuming 
an hour, and which probably takes 
him only a week to create, what 
does it mean to Hope to get $200,- 
000 for a picture, which runs only 
30 minutes to an hour longer, and 
which takes two or three months 
to prepare. 

Hollywood today 
ried about Phonevision now that 
somebody figured out for them 
that the majority of the 14,000,000 
telephones are party lines and 
business phunes. 


Hollywood today, particularly 
that comedians’ roundtable at 
Hillcrest which is concerned with 
radio-TV, has the TV D.T.s. 
They’re all faced with a new kind 
of show business: how will their 
jokes go on 35m film—not kine- 
scoped—and how much will it fool 
the public that this isn’t an in- 
stantaneous telecast; that it’s been 
prepared- six weeks in advance; 
and who cares, in Peoria, that Bob 
Hope has eight writers and that 








‘the comedian really doesn’t make 





|up everything he says. 


(3), 


Ronnie and Boots Roberts | 
'win nice hand for their adagio | 
number and both Roy Webster and | 


| Government but 


is least wor-. 


Femme Impersonators Whooping 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 1. 
Click of Doe and Danny’s Miami 
| Beach “Jewel Box Revue” at Bal- 
/conades has prompted a flock of 
other niteries around here to go in 
| for female impersonator shows in 
an effort to boost their drooping 
trade. Balconades, about 10 miles 
from downtown, has long been a 
loser under flock of different poli- 
cies but finally hit pay dirt with 


U.S. Defers Beefs | 




















Continued from page 3 


theatre situation after a series of 
questionnaires were sent to all dis- 
tribs asking them for data on the 
RKO-Loew split of product. Gov- 
ernment has now ditched the idea 
of bringing a separate suit against 
the two circuits. Instead, it will 


| 


use the dope in its proposed di-| 


vorcement and_ divestiture 
visions governing Loew. 
pected to lead a demand for a 
sharp cut in the number of houses 


operated by Loew in N. Y. 
Meanwhile, a lull is apparent in 


pro- | 
It is ex-| 


negotiations for consent decrees | 


with Warner Bros. 
Latter company has not started 
any new series of talks. It is await- 
ing the outcome of the Warner 
dickerings. Metro has.made no at- 
tempt to reach a deal. 
is depending on its own efforts in 
court for a favorable decree. 
Warners still has a deal with the 
is running into 
many difficulties with the W S. 


lost in this large outdoor area. Al| Treasury Dept. on tax questions. 


Warner plan incorporates a scheme 
to issue longterm debentures to 
stockholders backed by the theatre 
chain. 

New talks have recently been 
held by WB execs with Treasury 
officials after that Government 
wing raised objections to the plan. 
D of J is not participating. It is 
ready to go ahead with the agreed 
Warner decree if the major can 
get the right tax ruling. 


and 20th-Fox. | 


Company | 


Up Biz on Pittsburgh Saloon Circuit 


the boys-will-be-girls entertain- 
ment. “Jewel Box Revue” came 
in couple of months ago for usual 
stay with options and now looks 
like a’ cineh to remain here until 
Doc and Danny reopen their room 
in Florida middle of November for 
the winter season. 


Biz has been terrific at Bal- 
conades right from the beginning 
of the Jewel Box engagement, and 
has shown no let up in the more 
than eight weeks. If anything, it’s 
building every stanza. 

As a result, Clover Club on the 
Northside, which had a few female 
impersonators year ago, has re- 
sumed with them and Riviera out 
near the Fox Chapel district has 
brought in five of them in a minia- 
ture revue. Both Clover Club and 
Riviera, along with Balconades, 
have been in-and-outers for long 
time. As a result, several other 
rooms around the district are also 
thinking about doing the same 
thing. 

Other policy changes are taking 
place locally on the nitery belt, 
too. Johnny Browns’ Club in East 
Liberty, which has long been 
languishing, is pitching for mixed 
trade, advertising in local Negro 
weekly, Pittsburgh Courier, and 
soliciging Negro trade while El Ca- 
bana, likewise in East Liberty, now 
closed but currently remodeling, 
will do the same thing when it re- 
opens next month. 
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HELD OVER 


JAY JAYSON 


‘The Favorite Entertainer of the Entire Mid-West’ 
BECAUSE ... Say the Critics 


*® Jay Jason is versatile and vibrant. 
* Jay Jason captivates his audiences and holds 
them with his inexhaustible supply ef sparkling 


& Jay Jason sings « great song, tells stories cleverly 
and is an impressionist ef unusual ability. 
*® Jay Jason is @ dynamic entertainer with « person- 


able manner and a style of delivery that wins his 
audiences at the start and keeps them highly en- 
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House Reviews 


Palace, N. ¥. 

Tommy Hanlon, Jr., 3 Arnauts, 
Reis Bros. (2), Dale Sisters (2). 
LeRoy Bros. (2), James & Jardine, 
Chester Dotphin Robinson’s Baby 
Elephants, Don Albert’s House 
Orch: “Mystery Street’ (M-G), re- 
viewed in VARIETY May 17, °50. 


The Palace has another diversi- 
fying layout. Considering modest 
budget .and admission prices, it re- 
mains a bargain mart of entertain- 
ment. 

With school out and the tourtst 
season in full swing, house is get- 
ting more family audiences than in 
regular season. This has cued Dan 
Friendly, house booker, to card 
acts of juvenile appeal. On this 
bill Robinson’s Elephant’s, former- 
lv featured with the Hamid-Morton 
Circus, and Leroy Bros., puppet 
act. hit high with the moppet trade 
and have similar appeal with adult 
audience 

Overall, 
lively pace. 
(New Acts), 


layout romps along at 
James and Jardine 
mixed team. pace bill 
with niftv hoofing. The Leroys 
follow and score with their 
clever puppetecring, manipulating 
a varied collection of dolls, with 
voice accompaniment, for solid re- 
sponse. While all hit well, out- 
sianders are the Jimmy Durante 
and Gene Krupa miniatures, clever- 
lv handled for maximum returns. 
Dale sisters, personable blonde 
chirps, get over neatly in medley 
of musicomedy tunes, “There’s No 
Tomorrow” and “Siboney.” © 
Chester Dolphin, comedy juggler, 
offers standard feats paced by run- 
ning comedy gab, climaxed by 
manipulation of five hoops while in 
headstand position, which makes 
fer a sock closer. Reis Bros. inject 
an elemént of comedy into their 
reprises of o'd fave tunes, dressed 
in new lyrics, for nice returns. The 
Three Arnauts, two lads and sis- 
ter, are equally ‘valuable assets to 
comedy motif of setup in their 
standard musical and bird flirta- 
tion. This perennial has been 
around for a long time and remains 
a potent applause-getter. 
Tommy Hanlon, Jr., keeps come- 
dy in high with throwaways and 
running gags, which keep outfront- 
ers chuckling as a prelude to his 
guillotine tricks. In latter he 
brings up a lad from audience 
places head in guillotine, drops the 


knife, but it never touches the 
stooge. Offs to solid hand. 
Robinson’s Elephants, trio of 


baby mammoths, provide a bigtop 
aura in closing slot. Trainer paces 
them through standard formations 
and other feats to evoke loud 
squeals from kids in audience and 
also the approval of their elders. 

Don Albert’s House Orch turns 


in usual nifty backing job. Edba. 
Palladium. London 


London, July 24. 


Abbott & Costello, The Merry 
Macs, Max Bygraves, Medlock & 
Marlowe, Helen Ward, Mills & 
Irene, 3 Jokers, Kent Bros. (2), 
Frances Duncan, The Tiller Girls 


(16) ,Skyrockets Orch. 


After a succession of vocal acts 
and sophisticated comedy the bois- 
terous slapstick knockabout of Ab- 
bott & Costello is something differ- 
ent for the Palladium. It isn’t the 
type of show to be greeted by mass 
hysteria, but it winds to be a 60- 
minutes of hilarious entertaininent, 
with the finest slapstick London 
has seen in years. Hollywood com- 
ics move from one situation to an- 
other for maximum laughs and ap- 
plause. 

Funsters launch into turn with 
high pressure crossfire for a 
solid 15-minutes of high hilarity. 
Then they move into their skits 
with chirper Helen Ward giving 
neat assist. 


Next phase allows for the intro-_ 


duction of Medlock & Marlowe 
with their intriguing -. impressions 
of Churchill, Betty Hutton, Orson 
Welles and others, and finally, the 
whole outfit becomes involved in 
a riotous dentists’s chair sequence 
in which Costello gets plenty man- 
handling. 

Close harmony singing of The 
Merry Macs, the only other Ameri- 
can act on bill, readily finds favor 
with the customers. This superb 
team of singers click in a medley, 


“Bewitched” and a spiritual, among. 


others, for solid returns. 
Newcomer to the Palladium who 
scores is British comedian Max 
Bygraves, with a fluent flow of com- 
ic patter. 
ills & Irene put over a fast 
juggling act which mainly follows 
he usual pattern, but the slapstick 
dancing of The Three Jokers is of 
the crude and obvious type that’s 
foreign to the West End. ‘ 
Show tees off with a new Tiller 
Girls routine, with a tomtom 
background, and the dance cued to 
the slow rhythmic tempo. 


' Kent Bros. offer trick cycling show, | 


' well conceived and expertly done. 
_ Frances Duncan, aerialist, is a com- 
petent performer. Skyrockets Orch 
provides sparkling backing for the 
‘acts. Myro. 





Steel Pier. A. C. 
Atlantic City, July 28. 
Jerry Colonna, Dorothy Claire, 
The Cords (3), Bobby Whaling & 
Yvette, The Eddies (2), Johnny 
McConnell House Orch; “The Palo- 
mino” (Col). 


With Jerry Colonna topping the 
bill. Steel Pier has probably its 
best-balanced layout so far this 
season. 

Show gets away to fast start with 
The Eddies offering a fast combo 
of tapstering and acrobatics for 
nice returns 

Colonna comes on for line of 
comedy patter and brings out The 
Cords (3), a slick harmonica trio, 
whose top numbers are “Dance ol 
the Hour” and “My Devotion.” 
Colonna joins them on harmonica 
for fast “Stars and Stripes” to 
garner top applause 

Dorothy Claire, nifty blonde in 
strapless gown, goes over Well with 
songs and patter Her numbers, 
“T Feel a Song Coming On.” “Won- 
derful Guy.” and Cole Porter tune 
win maximum response. 

Colonna, in own slot, hits solidly 
with fast patter and tricky voice. 
Parodies “Girl That I Marry,” 
clowns with broken trombone and 


grabs real instrument for sock 
“When Day Is Done.” “Road to 
Mandalay” and “It Might As Well 
Be Spring” travestied in comic’s 
bellowing style goals ‘em and 
sends him away solidly. 

Bobby Whaling and Yvette, in 
closing spot, do a nice bicycling 
turn. Whaling’s routine on break- 
away bike gets laughs as _ pre- 
lude to his legit stunts. Yvette, 
nifty brunet, provides class and 


also assists in»balancing feats. 
. Walk, 


Palomar. Seatile 
Seattle, July 28. 
Joe Tershay. Frank Payne, 
Eileen Mack, Yogi Yorgeson, The 
Olympians (3), Ray Watkins House 
Orch (5): “Fortunes of Captain 
Blood” (Col). 


Nothing outstanding on this bill. 
although it’s good summer enter- 
tainment. and Yogi Yorgeson goes 
over well with his Scandinavian 
stuff. 

Joe Tershay opens with a 
smooth assortment of magic tricks 
which he_ sells without patter. 
Utilizing scarves, cigarettes, 
glasses, etc., he turns out bafflers 
neatly scoring. particularly with 
cigarette, cigar and pipe routine. 

Frank Payne, doubling as em- 
cee, is in own impersonations slot. 
Some of the song impressions, 
notably those of Frankie Laine and 
Vaugh® Monroe, are okay, but his 
material needs refurbishing. 

Eileen Mack does a swift 
routine for okay returns. 

Yorgeson, a favorite here be- 
cause of the large Scandinavian- 
descent population, starts out big 
with his crystal ball routine. and 
gets big returns for renditions of 
“IT Don’t Give a Hoot.” “The Bees 
and the Birds,’ “I Yust Go Nuts 
at Christmas.” “All Pooped Out” 
and winds with his disk hit, “Clam 
Diegers’ Sweetheart.” 

Closing act, the Olympians, do a 
fine job on the trampoiine, with 
comic scoring particularly. Trio 
also does some unusual balancing 
routines and closes with a smash 
double-twisting-somersault with 
somersaulter landing on key man’s 
shoulders. 

Ray Watkin’s 
proceedings okay. 


tap 


orchestra backs 
Reed. 





Chicago. Chi 
Chicago. July 28. 
Berk & Hallow, Bob Hammond's 
Birds, Myron Cohen, Dave Barbour 
Quartet, Peggy Lee, Louis Basil 
Orch: “My Friend Irma_ Goes 
West” (WB). 


Present bill is a combination of 
standard vaude turns and bistro 
acts. Surprisingly enough, the mi- 


nor acts garner major applause, 
with exception of Myron Cohen. 
who starts slow but builds for 


heavy payoff. 

Berk and Hallow, youthful tap- 
pers, set a neat pace with their 
footwork and Bob Hammond's 
Birds, white cockatoos, still cap- 
ture the kiddie audience with 
their antics. 

It’s rarely that 
comedian goes over in this house 
and Myron Cohen has a little diffi- 
culty at first scoring with the early 
| afternoon audience with some of 
his Yiddish accented material. 
_He’s a welcome change from the 
|punchier type of comedian and 


- 


a dialectician 


|lects he starts cooking for top ap-| 


plause. Undoubtedly, with the older 


nighttime audience he will! sell 
better. 

Peggy Lee, in a startling blue 
creation, suffers from  over-ar- 


ranged and over-stylized material. 
While she opens fairly well with 
fastie, “’S Wonderful,” she lags a 
bit on “Why Don’t You Do Right,’ 
|and really slows down with “Fool- 
‘ish Heart.” Chirping is more forte 
‘for small bistros rather than large 


| theatres. Her offering of “Be- 
witched” is casual and “Lover, 
Come Back to Me” only scores 
‘when the Dave Barbour quarte 
chimes in and comely songstress 
gets on the beat. It’s the oldie, ! 
“Manana,” that still gets the 


heaviest aplause. Putting the Dave 
Barbour unit up in front, on one 
side, is a mistake, as it’s hidden 
from a large portion of audience 
It also would have been smarte! 
to have the musicians take a tune 
solo. 

Louis Basil 
fine fashion. 


in usual 


Zabe. 


backs 


orch 


Olympia. Miami 

Miami, July 30 

Andy & Della Russell, Danny 

Shaw, Olson & Joy, Bob Coffey, C. 

Ray Smith. Les Rhode House Orch; 
“House by the River” (Rep 

Another well-paced layout here 
makes for entertaining session. 

Topliner Andy Russell, with wife, 
Della, hit all the way with songs 
and chatter. Russell’s stylized ver- 
sions score solidly, also duets of 
pops and the special with 
frau also turning in neat chirping. 
Off to solid returns 

Emceeing is capably handled by 
Danny Shaw, who in own spot 
works hard to garner neat re- 
sponse via eccentric dances and 
comedics, with the bus-rider bit top 
laugh-getter. 

Olson and Joy’s acro-taps tee off 
proceedings in fine style. Har- 
monicist Bob Coffey gets over in 
okay fashion with slick arrange- 
ments. Puppetry of C. Ray Smith 
is standout. Imaginative and ex- 
pertly handled. Les Rhode house 
orch backgrounds capably. 

Lary. 


New ‘Aets 


PACO 
Songs 
15 Mins. 
Larry Potter's, No. Hollywood 

Paco Michel, young Mexican 
singer, has been around town for 
a while, but is Only now beginning 
to branch out as a single. He’s 
already developed a_ foilowing 
around some of the smaller spots 
hereabouts, but still needs plenty 
of work. 

Paco (he doesn’t use the family 
name in billing) has an okay bari- 
tone that shows off to good advan- 
tage, particularly when backed by 
a guitar. He should strum the 
strings more often, working trou- 
badour-style rather than trying to 
ape the usual nitery singer’s antics 
with a microphone. Routining 
should be changed to keep Spanish 
and Mexican stuff to what’s ta- 
miliar. 
would help. 

Paco shapes up as a good front 
man for a Latune combo; he’s got 
the voice and a good 
rhythm. As a single, 
there’s nothing distinctive 
the present turn. 





songs, 








about 
Kap. 
JAMES & JARDINE 
Dance 
7 Mins.; Three 
Palace, N. Y. 

This duo, which matriculated in 


ae 





VARIETY BILLS 


WEEK OF AUGUST 2 





Letter 





Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 

whether full or split week 
in parentheses indicates circuit (FM) Famchon Marco; (i) Independent; 
(L) Loew; (M) Moss; (P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stoll; (T) Tiveli; (W) Warner; 








(WR) Walter Reade 
NEW YORK CITY CHICAGO Olga Varona | Lew Evans 
Capitol (L) 3 Chicago (P) 3 | Adrienne & Leslie | Ronni Smith 
Pearl Bailey | Peggy Lee | Joan Hinde Geo Fairhurst 
Kirby Stone 5 | Myron Cohen | C Warren & Jean | John Culshaw 
Jay Marshall | Bert & Harlow | Kovacs | Soubrette 
Jack Fina Orc Hammonds Birds | Hippodrome (S) 31 Cyril Boganny’s (9 
Music Hall (1) 3 Oriental (1) 3 | Carroll Levis Co SHEFFIELD 


Town Topics Chico Marx 


Sing, Lee & Sing | Gray & Jayne 
June Winters | Yvette 

Mark Dawson 3 Sherwoods 
Ricky Holden Carl Sands Ore 


Nip Nelson 
taymond Paige 
Rockettes 


MIAMI 
Olympia (P) 2 


Carlsons 


Palace (R) 3 Wally Overman 
Lyllette Church & Hale 
Evelyn Farney Ders Boylan & King 
Mack, Russ & Owen Jerry Colonna 
sil < ‘ 

ey ato ail WASHINGTON 
Paramount (P) 2 2 ———_ = 3 
A *2rima Ore >& J Ree 
Louis Prima re Kitty Kallen 


Garry Morton 
Modernaires 
T & M Conine 


Georgie Kave 
Gaudsmith Bros 


Roxy ()) 4 MONTREAL 
Frances Langford Gayety (1) 31 
Carol Lynne Alverda 
Skippy Baxter Ray English 
3 Bruises Manten Moreland 
Peg Leg Bates Billy Van 
Joe Jackson Jr Colleens 

Strand (Ww) 4 |} 2 Decorsays 
Martez & Lucia Tommy Paige 
} Lind Bros | 2 Darringtons 
Billy Vine | Vermettes 
Toni Harper Will Skinner Ore 
BRITAIN 
ASTON Charlie Ellis 
Hippodrome (1) 31) Shen-Tuns 
Will Murray Paul & Pauline 
Roy Leo 2 Konyots 
BIRMINGHAM Marie Joy 
Hippodrome (M) 31) Paula Coutts 
Harry Lester Co E J Wood 
B & M Konyot | Peter Kenyon 
4 El Granadas } Dan Jarrett 
Lester’s Midgets | 16 Dancing Feet 
BLACKPOOL DERBY 
Grand (1) 31 | Grand (S) 31 
Josef Locke , Hal Monty 
J Radcliffe Co | Johnny Dennis Co 
Francis & Gray | Rosemary Andree 
Joan Stuart | Flack & Lueas 
Annettes Ladies Margerite & 
Jimmy Wheeler _Charles 
Larry Drew Zio Angels 
Opera House (1) 31 Kirk Stevens 
Tessie O’Shea | EAST HAMPTON 
| Nat Jackley | Palace (1) 31 
Jerry Desmonde Vie Gorden 
‘ Terry-Thomas Peter Colville 
Ben Yost Guards Anna Mac 


Patricia & Colin 
Gwynne Evans 6 


5 Olanders 
Sheila Mathews 


Maureen Sims 8 Fischer Girls 
Tiller Girls Norman Vaughan 
Palace (i) 31 Singing 


Radio Revellers Barnstormers 


|2 Lepoardos | Piccadilly Nudes 
Danny Lipton | Metropolitan (1) 31 
Virginia Lee | Eltham & Sharpe 
Stainless Siephen | Marianne 
Arthur Worsley | Margit Kollar 
Deveen & N. Y. |} Merry 3 

Plondes | Maevar Ballet 
Pierre Bel D & S Stephens 
Vernon & Val EDINBURGH 


A few more Yanqui tunes, 


() 31 Empire (M) 31 

| Bertha Ricardo 

| Irving & Girdwood 
5 Smith Bros 
Margo Henderson 
| Sam Kemp 

| Jack Anthony 
Joan Rene 


Tower Circus 
Charlie Cairoli 
Paul Co 
Ernie’s Sealions 
Gilbert Houcke 
Pierre Alizes 
Jacques & Maryse 
7 Ashtons 


Roberto Chiesa Co Stewart Johns 
3 Peters Bond Rowell 
Baudy’s Animals I & S Davis 


12 Colinettes 
FINSBURY PARK 
Empire (M) 31 
Bartlett & Ross ~ 


Knie’s Horses 
3 Goetachis 
Dorchesters 
Laconas 


Jimmy Scott Douglas Harris 
Annettes Cliff! Sherlock 
Circusettes | Les Merchants 


GLASGOW 
Empire (M) 31 
iV & T Elliott 
'6 Sweet Notes 
Issy Bonn 
| Patricia & Rudy 


Balcombes 
WINTER GARDEN 
Pavilion (1) 31 
Jimmy Edwards 

Joy Nichols 
Dick Bentley 


Costello Twins Len Clifford & F 
| Nino Wonder Dog | Maurice & May 

St Clair & Day j GRIASBY 

3 Bassi | Palace (i) 31 
Peter Grant Eddie Connor 


sense of | 
however, | 


midwest bistros and theatres, make | 


‘nice impression here on first N. Y./ 7 


appearance. Both lad and gal have | 


neat appearance and _ sufficient 
personality and talent to project 
|their wares for maximum returns. 


Patricia Hartley 
Bobby Beaumont 


Trios D’Artagnanas 
McAndrews & Mills 


BOSCOMBE Eric Corrie 
Hippodrome (1) 31 Marie DeVere’s Co 
Billy Whitaker | Janet Frazer 
Mimi Law | Geo Sandiford 
B & M Clayton Vie Hammett 
C Fairweather HACKNEY 


Phil Lester Empire (S) 31 


Pat Hagen | Francis Watts 
Sonny Hughes Harold Berents 
Elizabeth Parsons Gladys Hay 

Eric Marsh | Michael Moore 

Hi Diddle Diddle | Eamonn Andrews 
| Debs | Petite 4 

Terry's Juveniles 3 Macmurrays 

BRADFORD A Christmas & M 

Alhambra (M) 3] LEEDS 
Reg Dixon Empire (M) 31 


They start off with a neat preci- | 
sion tap that sets them with audi- | 


ence, and follow’ with 
stanza and 
number for optimum returns. Got 
over neatly in opening spot 
and should do okay in other 
vauders, niteries or video. Edba. 


'BMI Hauls 2 Chi Niteries 


To Court for Non-Payment 
Chicago, Aug. 1. 

Broadcast Music, Ine., charged 
in Chi Federal District Court last 
week that two Chi niteries, The 
, Blackhawk and The Cairo Lounge, 
/had been playing BMI tunes for 
the past six months without pay- 
ment. 

A total of nine tunes, the com- 
plaint points out, were infringed 
,upon. While attorneys for BMI 
| await an answer, they have in the 
meantime secured an injunction to 
; enjoin the niteries against further 
| violations. Law allows a minimum 
| $250 damage for each infringe- 


rhythm 





The’ when he gets into the broader dia- | ment. 


south-of-the-border | 


here | 


| Slim Rhyde 
Harold Berents 
Gladys Hay 


Ryan & Young 
Mary Naylor 
Cynthia & Gladys 


Allen Bros & Michael Moore 
J V Seaforth Eamonn Andrews 
Bill Waddington Petite 4 


Flying Comets 3 Macmutrays 


BRIGHTON A Christmas & M 
Hippodrome (M) 31 LEICESTER 
Tommy Trinder | Palace (S$) 31 
Barbora Perry Morton Fraser Co 
Lois Green Don Cummings 
Hall, Norman & L | Peegy Mortimer 


Bentley Sis 
Virginians 
Les Marchants 
BRISTOL 
Empire (1) 
Frank Fox Co 
Maurice Keary 
Margret Scott 
Dorothy Williams 
Les Jones 
Johnnie Laveock Co 
Jay-Dee Girls 
Hippodrome (S) 31 


| Billy Maxam 
Tipsy & Brow 
Banner Forbutt 
Zio 3 
LIVERPOOL 
Empire (M) 31 
Allan Jones 
Johnny Lawson 
Willy Woltard 
E Arnley & Gloria 
Geo Meaton 
Myrons 
Cooke's Pony Revue 


31 


Billy Cotton Bd | Hackford & Doyle 
Harry Kahne ONDON ~ 

La Esterella Palladium (M) 24 
Kemble Bros & C | Abbott & Costello 


Mr. Lyons 
Dorthy Gray & Bro 
Charles Hague 


| Merry Macs 
Max Bygraves 
Kent Bros 


CARDIFF 3 Jokers 
a New (S) 31 Medlock & Marlowe 
Nita Croft Farnces Duncan 
Bert Brownbill Palladium Tiller Gls 


Fred Stone 
Nancy Burne 
Stella Kemball 


Sky Rockets Ore 
MANCHESTER 
Palace (M) 31 





Harold Childs Kortz & Eugene 

Wilfred Johns Nicholas Bros 
CHELSEA Fred Lovelle 
Palace (i) 31 Deep River Boys 


H 
iB 
Harry 


| Canfield Smith 
Mandos Sis 
Les Murphy 
| Alan Breen 
Howell Evans 
| Jimmy Edmundson 
William Graham 
| Skating Typhoons 
NEWCASTLE 
Empire (M) 31 
Stuart & Gray 
Rochester 
Conrad's Pigeons 
Fred Bamberge1 
Pam 
Levanda & Van 
Carsony Bros 
| Tattersall & Jerry 


Wonder Wheelers 
Norwicll 
Hippodrome (i) 31 

Rhodes & Lane 

Dorothi Neal 

2aul Newington 

Avril Grant 

| Tommy Dee 

Bon Soir Mesdames 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire (M) 31 

T & P Shamva 

|} Sam Costa 

Hazel & A Ross 

Bobby Breen 

Swan & Leigh 

Geo Wood 

Joe Ortnes 

| Sandy Lane 

| V & J Crastonian 
PORTSMOUTH 

| Royal (M) 31 

Charlie Chester 

Ken Morris 

Fred Ferrari 

Arthur Haynes 

Edwina Carol 

Len Marten 

Boliana Ivanka 4 

Marrott & Wenman 

5 Brahims 

Gene Anderson 
SCUNTHORPE 
Savoy (!) 31 

3 Lark Bros 

| 4-K-Foleys 

Tony Toner 

Joyce McGrady 

8 Mirth Maids 

Bert Draper 


& 


Co 


Empire (M) 31 
Joe Stein 
3 Greosseto 
5 Dallys 
Fred Sloan 
Jackie Farr 
Ronnie Stewart 
SWANSEA 
Empire (M) 31 
Norman Evans 
Gray & Austin 
Paul King & Freddy 
Senor Carlos 
Bil & Bil 
3 Cordells 
Mapleleaf 4 
John Tiller Girls 
WALTHAMSTOW 
Palace (i) 31 
8 Molinoffs 
Billy Thorburn 
Low & Webster 
Franks & Le Cren 
Nippy 
| Les Ritchie & W 
Del Rios 
Arthur & Nadia 
WOOD GREEN 
Empire (S) 31 
| Lee Lawrence 
| Alec Pleon 
i Biliy Thorburn 
2 Valors 
Richman & Jackson 
Chris Sands 
| 2 Sophisticates 
Morecambe & Wise 
YORK 
Empire (i) 31 
Dick Tubb 
June Scott 
Les Cooper 
|; Mile. DuRoy 
| Anton Petrov 
Mildred Hammond 
John Gerrard 
Noon Bros 
Gridneff & P 
Geo. & Lydia 
Eden Lovelies 


CANADA 


EAST HAMPTON 
Granada (1) 31 
Chas. Adey & Dawn 

| 2 Luvas 
| Terry Hall Co 
| Lowry & Thomas 





Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY 


{ Birdiana 
Charlie Parker 
| Dizzy Gillespie 
Coleman Hawkins 
Bon Soir 
Jimmie Daniels 
Baby Hines 
Norene Tate 
Garland Wilson 
Ellis Larkin 3 


Bop Ciry 
Ella Fitzgerald 
Cy Coleman 3 

Cate Society 
| Billy Daniels 
Madmoiselles 
Al Sears Ore 
Cuff Jackson 


Copacabana 
Joe Hunter Ore 
Betty Reilly 
Bill Russell 
Gilbert & Miller 
M Durso Orc 
R & A Farrell 
Harrison & Kay 
| Peter Hanley 
| F. Alvarez Ore 
Diamond Horseshoe 
| Walter Dare WahJ 
W. C. Handy 
Billy Banks 
Gloria LeRoy 
Noble Sissle Ore 
Chie Morrison Ore 
Rigoletto Bros 
Jack Spoons 
Frank Evans 
| Tommy King 
arry Meehan 
ily Banks 
Armstrong 
E! Chico 


| Rosita Rios 


Los Gitanos 


| Pilarin Tavira 
| Sarita Herrera 
| D’Alonso Orc 





Leon & Eddie’s 
Eddie Davis 
Nola Pardi 
Jean March 
Wayne Thompson 
Bourbon & Bayne 
Irma Henriquez 

_ Little Ciub 
Ernie Warren Orc 
No 1 Fifth ave 
Paul Gavert 
Carolyn Mave 
Jimmy Lee 


Olive White 

Althea 

Christine Scoville 

Aiverda 

Marsha Stevens 

Joe LaPorte ure 

D’Aquila Ore 

j Park Ave 

| Scotty Graham 
Chas Stewart 

| Clarice Crawford 
Hotel Ambassacer 
Jules Lande Orc 


Hotei Astor 
| Teco Dorsey Ore 





Hote! Biltmore 
| Sydney Ross 
| Harold Nage! Ore 
Hotei Edison 
| Harry Ranch Ore 
| Hotel New Yorker 
| Bernie Cummins O 
Rookies 
Jean Arlen 
B. Pennington 
Arthur Johnson 
| Hotel Plaza 
| Bob Grant Orc 
' Mark Monte Ore 
M Bergere 
Emery Deutsch 
Hotel Roosevelt? 
Sidney Kassimir 3 
Hotel Statier 
Shep Fields Ore 
Motel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Latin Quarter 
| Alan Carney 
| Mons. Choppy 
| Marvellos 
| Gloria Gilbert 
|} Ralph Young 
; Naaman Ders 
| Art Waner Ore 
| Penthouse 
Paul Taubman 
Riviera 
| Zero Mostel 
| Jack Cole Ders 
Pat Terry 
Arden Line 
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Compromise Formula Paves Way For 


Equity, League of N. Y. Theatres Deal 


Probable agreement 
Actors Equity and the League of, 
N. Y. Theatres was seen yesterday | 
(Tues.) after a day-long renewal of | 
negotiations. The union reported- 
ly accepted in principle a compro- 
mise formula for a pension and 
welfare plan, and there was indi- 


between ** 








Lane to Write Score | 


For Crawford ‘Toyland’: 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. | 
Burton Lane, who collaborated | 


cation that an agreement would} with E. Y. Harburg and Fred Saidy 


alse be reached on the disputed 
road minimum. Further discus-| 
sions will continue indefinitely, | 
but it’s predicted that a new agree- 
ment will be reached within the) 
Aug. 15 expiration date of the ex-| 
isting contract. Negotiations were 
broken off last week after a pro- 
longed stalemate. 

After previously refusing to ac-| 
cept the idea of a pension or wel-| 
fare setup, the League yesterday | 
proposed an alternative plan of a| 
weliare fund financed by benefit | 
performances of Broadway shows, | 
rather than payroll deductions, | 
percentages of the gross or a share 
of film sales and other subsidiary 


} 


in the authorship of ‘Finian’s 
Rainbow,” will provide the score | 
for “Toyland,” musical comedy for | 
which Harburg and Saidy have | 
written the book. He takes over | 
the assignment from Harold Arlen, | 
who had to bow out because of | 
film commitments. 

The show is slated for fall Broad- 
way production by Cheryl Craw- 
ford. 





Suspend Green's | 
Ticket Franchise 


Styne-Preminger May 
Make B’way Prod. Bow 


Composer Jule Styne and legit- 
film director Otto Preminger may 
make their bow as producers with 
the joint presentation on Broad- 
way this fall of a new play, “A 
Deep, Seductive Wound,” by Ken 
Englund and Sidney Field. The 
project hinges primarily on script 
revisions. 

Preminger will direct the show, 
if and when. 


Legit in Australia 
Reverse of Broadway; 
Few Actors, Lotsa B.0. 


Sydney, July 24. 
Editor. VARIETY: 
To a first-time visitor, Australia 
is surprising and intensely inter- 





|esting. The theatre here isn’t any- 
| thing like it is at home. 


“Street- 
car Named Desire” is apparently 
a drastic departure from the usual 
type of entertainment in Australi 

Vaudeville flourishes here, with 
musicals next, straight comedies 
somewhere down the list and then 


Stagehands Make Little Progress 
In Organizing Strawhat Circuit 





Govt. Takes Depositions 
In Shubert Trust Suit 


Detroit, Aug. 1. 





| edly taking depositions here this 


week in connection with its anti- 
| trust suit against the Shuberts and 
| United Booking Office. Various 
local showmen are understood be- 
ing questioned, with testimony in 
some cases going back many years. 

The Government prosecution, 
started last spring, is awaiting an- 
swer by the defendants to the orig- 
inal complaint. The court has 
already granted one delay. 


‘Wisteria’ Wistful 
About Fall Tour 





. 
| b 
| 


The Dept. of Justice is report-| 


Moves to organize the strawhat 
field have been started by the In- 
‘ternational Alliance of Theatrical 
| Stage Empoyees. However, little 
{progress appears to have been 


made thus far and in at least some 
spots the effort has been abandon- 
ed for the present. Meanwhile, 
Actors Equity is reportedly making 
a survey of the situation so as to be 
ready to discuss it on an informed 
basis in case the stagehands’ union 
asks to have casts honor IATSE 
picket lines. 

Stagehand pickets appeared early 
in the season at the Pocono 
| playhouse, Mountainhome, Pa., but 
| were routed b¥ police. The union’s 
| representatives also picketed the 
|season’s opening at the Chapel 
| playhouse, Guilford, Conn., al- 
|though producer Lewis Harmon 
previously had only one pre- 
liminary meeting with them and 


rights. It was roughly estimated drama. wag eg srry Ft ‘Mackey ile 
that if hits played benefits every | The productions which preceded ek enaeery: : ; 
20 weeks, the proceeds might come vened in the situation and ar 


to around $200,000 a year. It was 
explained that everyone concerned, 
including the theatre owner but 
excluding stagehands and mu- 
sicians, would not be paid for such 
performances. 

An angle of the benefit-perform- | 
ance plan would be that it pre-'| 
sumably wouldn't open the way for | 





'N. Y. Theatres and Actors Equity. 
| Action 


Franchise of Green’s Theatre 
Ticket Agency, N. Y., has been SUS | 
pended for six weeks by the ticket | 
code authority of the League of | 


reportedly resulted from 
violation of the code, but that 
could not be verified yesterday | 
(Tues.) as officials of both the | 


| lish 


“Streetcar” into the Comedy the- 
atre, Melbourne, where we opened 
our Down Under tour, included 
“Separate Rooms,” “Born Yester- 
day,” “John Loves Mary,” an Eng- 
comedy called “Fly Away 
Peter,” and before that three years 
of the “Kiwis,” a group of female 
impersonators, formerly members 
of the New Zealand and Australian 


| With Helen Hayes reportedly re- 

luctant to tour, fall plans for “Wis- 
|teria Trees” are uncertain. The 
| Leland Hayward - Joshua Logan 
| production, slated to reopen Aug. 
| 14 at the Martin Beck, N. Y., after 


a four-week layoff, had been play- | 


| ing to slim business, and the man- 
agement is understood figuring ‘on 


ranged for the renewal of nego- 
tiations. 

At several Massachusetts spots, 
|local stagehand officials contacted 
cowbarn operators at the start of 
the season, but reportedly agreed 
|that their members were not qua- 
| lified to handle the assignments in- 
volved. In all such instances, 


the stagehands, musicians and’ League and Equity were tied up all | armed forces. Before the ar re- | oe 5 00 ee ee a few nothing further has been heard 

(Continued on page 55) day in negotiations for a new basic | \ivais of such musicals as “Maid of | . from the locat unionists. The 

contract. ; ....|the Mountains” “and “Rio Rita” | Miss Hayes is understood to strawhats are consequently using 

K ll G ld S k | Minimizing the suspension, it’s | headed the list, So there was no | have promised to take the show on | non-union crews, mostly recruited 
atze “Vdiden see |understood, is the fact that the! .~‘ ee: os tour in the fall if she were given 


1786 Insurance On 


‘Alive’ Costume Fire 


Producers William R. Katzell | 
and Ray Golden have made a claim | 


agency’s allotment of tickets for 
“South Pacific,” still the most-in- | 
demand show on Broadway, had 
already been issued by the treas- | 
urer of the Majestic, N. Y., for the | 
entire six-week period. | 

Green’s agency, it’s recalled, was | 


for an additional $178,000 insur-|reported during the ticket probe 


ance payment in connection with | 
a backstage fire that destroyed cos- 
tumes of their “Alive and Kicking” 
revue last season at the Winter | 


'of “South Pacific” locations. 


last spring as making “tie-in” sales | 
That | 
is, it was selling seats for the Rod- 
gers-Hammerstein musical only to 


in-between fare, no Eugene 
O’Neill, Maxwell Anderson, Lillian 
Hellman and Clifford Odets for 
playgoers to cut their teeth on. 


The papers were not ecstatic | 


over “Streetcar,” yet in Melbourne, 
which has a little over 1,000,000 
population, it ran 14 weeks, com- 
pared to Los Angeles, five times 
as large, where it ran three weeks. 
We were not acclaimed as the 
greatest thing since the koala bear. 


a vacation this summer. However, 


there may be a limit to the tour. | 


And in any case, the extent of a 
road trip, 


pendent on business. Even with 
Logan waiving his 


other cuts in effect, the show was 


not figured to be making expenses | 


the last few weeks before it laid 
off. It is a long way from getting 
back its $100,000 investment. 





as well as the future | 
stay in New York, would be de-| 


royalties and | 


from college drama schools. 


One’ prominent silo operator ex- 
| plained that, in-general, strawhat- 
ters would be willing to hire 
IATSE members, if qualified men 
were available. But he explains 
that most local memberships work 
only picture houses and are not ex- 
perienced in legit. And with tele- 
vision using most of the available 
men in larger towns, there’s little 
prospect of the legit-trained mem- 


; re “A 6 2 bers ig locals transferring t 
Garden, N. Y. The insurance com-| patrons who also bought tickets) P&OP!€ were not wild in_ their | a ” ae Sees Weer 3S 
p praise. They simply accepted it. | the resorts for @ummer employ- 
pany has already made a payment |for other shows. It was conceded 0006 in a slightl rd ry eit KL r¢ ? ment. 

costumes, but Katzell and Golden| not in violation of the code. but | °@e"s moved to tears when they | equity officiais confirm’ tha 


claim that the fire was responsible 
for the failure of the show, which 
involved a production cost of $189,- 
000. 

In disputing the claim, the in- 
surance company has pointed out | 
that the revue got generally un-| 
favorable notices and had done 
little business beyond advance 
theatre party bookings when the 
fire occurred, so the loss of the cos- 
tumes could not have been respon- 
sible for the failure. Thus far, the 
matter is still in negotiation, but 
Katzell is reportedly threatening 
suit for the full amount of the 
claim, 
~ Meanwhile, Katzell, against 
whom several judgments had al- 
ready been obtained, has been 
slapped with still another. This 
one, against him personally, is for 
$3,021 and is in favor of the Am- 
burgo Co., industrial concern in 
Philadelphia, where “Alive and 
Kicking” played a tryout engage- 
ment. The amount represents the 
unpaid balance of a $6,000 loan to 
the producer, for which he gave a 
check on the show. When the 
check bounced, Katzell signed a 
confession of judgment, paying 
$3,000 in cash and promising to 
pay the balance within a month or 
else at the rate of $100 a week. 
When none of the second $3,000 
was paid, Amburgo obtained judg- 
ment for the defaulted amount 
plus interest. 

Katzell recently returned from 
England, where he has announced 
a forthcoming presentation of the 
revue, “Lend an Ear,” which he 
co-produced with Franklin Gilbert 
and William Eythe. The show is 
currently in Chicago. 





iN. Y. C. investigation commission- | 


er-John M. Murtagh, who was con- | 
ducting the ticket probe, declared | 
his determination of putting a stop | 
to it. 


| 
| 


50%, PAYOFF TO POOL 
OF AUTHORS LEAGUERS 


The legit investment pool of the 
Authors League of America has 
paid its first profit of approximate- 
ly 50° on its $16,000 investment. | 
Two-thirds of the divvy went to| 
the League treasury and one-third | 





to the individual members who ad-, Princess (old bedroom farces, and | 


vanced the coin. Identities-of the | 
latter are not revealed. | 

Shows in which the pool has in- 
vested include “South Pacific” and | 


came backstage to tell us it was 
their third or fourth time. 
Aussie Eschews Tryouts 
One of the elements most lack- 
ing is the kind of excitement one 
feels in New York as to what the 


new season will bring. Nothing is | 


ever “tried out” here. The plays 
produced are only those which 
have survived a long season in New 
York or London. 

In Melbourne there are five the- 
atres, including the Comedy 
(usually for straight shows), His 
Majesty’s (large—used for mu- 
Sicals), the Tivoli (vaudeville), the 
King’s (also vaudeville) and the 


(Continued on page 53) 


GUILD SCHEDULES 5 








“Happy Time,” both gs 
| Rodgers-Oscar Hammerstein, II, 
productions, and “Detective Story,” 
|a Howard Lindsay-Russel Crouse __ Columbus, Aug. 1. 

presentation. Participants in the| Despite its past failure to deliver 
project are understood to be re-| al) the plays it has announced for 
investing the returns to form a big- | here, the Theatre Guild is beating 
ger pool, and are looking for ad-/| the drunis for the 1950-51 season 
ditional shows in which to invest With the promise of four produc- 
this season. | tions for the Hartman. Last year 
the Guild delivered all but one of 


SHOWS FOR COLUMBU 








r= pag a saan the year before. 

. se Lhe Mad Woman of Chaillot” was 

Following State F AIT | scheduled for the Hartman late last 
Dallas, Aug. 1. | Spring, but it never made it. 


its plays and had to refund money } 
Want ‘Kate’ for Dallas |to its subscription list. It also|Gradyate hospital, N. Y., for a 


| FOR NEW NIXON, PITT 


| Pittsburgh, Aug. 1. 
Couple of returnees in a row will 
launch the newly-named Nixon 
| (formerly the Senator) as a legit 
house in the fall. “Oklahoma” 
comes back Sept. 4 for the fourth 
| time, although it hasn’t played here 
in two seasons, for a fortnight. It 
will be followed by ‘Mister Rob- 
erts,” which had a record-breaking 
| three-week stand at the old Nixon 
j last fall. It’s also in for two 
\weeks. Only other booking defi- 
'nitely set after that is “Lost in the 
| Stars,” week of Dec. 11. 
| Remodeling job on the old Sen- 
| ator, long a movie house, has been 
going on for the last month, but the 
| originally estimated outlay of $75,- 
| 000 may be almost double that be- 
| fore the work is completed. House 
will be operated by Astor Corp., a_ 
/local syndicate headed by Gabe | 
| Rubin, owrer of Art Cinema, local | 
foreign film spot. 


Shirley Booth Rests, 
Will Tour in ‘Sheba’ 


Shirley Booth, currently in Post 





| checktip, will go to Nantucket in a 
|few days fer an extended rest. 
| Actress, who closed Saturday night 
| (29) in “Come Back, Little Sheba,” 





their representatives have been in- 
| cluding data about stagehand em- 
|ployment in their survey of the 
citronella circuit. However, they 
| discount the idea that this is in 
preparation for a possible IATSE 
bid for cooperation. It’s explained 
that, in line with its present policy 
,of gathering all possib'e informa- 
_tion on all aspects of the theatre, 
| the actor union is surveying the en- 
| tire economic setup of strawhats 
as well as Broadway and the road. 





Map 2 Arena Circuits; 


_ Tent-Show Musicals 
And Indoor Play Loop 


Deals are in the works for two 
arena theatre circuits. One is be- 
ing negotiated by St. John Terrell, 
operator of the Musie Circus, Lam- 
bertville, N. J., and a similar oper- 
ation in association with Lawrence 
Schwab last winter at Miami. The 
other is being mulled by Derrick 
Lynn-Thomas and David Heilweil, 
producers of the Arena, in the Edi- 
son Hotel, N. Y. 


The Terrell project, to be done 
in cooperation with Richard Rod- 
gers and Oscar Hammerstein, II, 
would involvé under-canvas tours 
of “Annie Get Your Gun,” “Show 


4 & 
if 
‘i p 
ip 

a 
é t 


The State Fair of Texas is in 
negotiation with Saint Subber and 


gagement of “Kiss Me, Kate,” at 
the local Auditorium this fall after 
‘the annual State Fair. The en- 
gagement may be the only one in 
the state or a large part of the! 





Lemuel Ayres for a road show en- | 


The Guild series announced for 
|this season includes “I Know My 
Love,” “Come Back, Little Sheba,” 
|“Devil’s Disciple” and “Arms and 
,the Girl.” A fifth play “will be 
selected from current New York 
successes,” the statement adds. 





at the Booth, N. Y., has been ill re- | Boat” and possibly other musicals. 
/cently, and was unable to complete | It may be more or less a part of 
her performance last Thursday the same group’s contemplated 
night (27). Her understudy, Florida | Package-production setup for the 
Friebus, played the balance of the ™usical properties they own. 

performance. Lynn-Thomas and Heilweil are 


| Miss Booth is being sought by 
George Abbott for a leading part 


,considering locations in about 20 
_cities for the in-the-round opera- 


region and would run from five | ‘Peter Pan’ at Minn. U. |in his production of a musical edi- tions similar to their Arena, N. Y. 





‘Web’ Tryout 


Saratoga Springs, Aug. 1. 
“Web and the Rock,” Lester 
Cohen’s dramatization of 
Thomas Wolfe novel, will be tried 


out the week of Aug. 14 at John) 
Huntington’s Spa summer theatre | 


here, with Kay Francis starred. 
The play is booked for the follow- 
ing week at the Grist Mill play- 
house, Andover, N. J., and is 
tentatively slated for Broadway in 
the fall. 

Richard Barr will stage the pro- 
duction, having taken over the 
assignment from Robert Perry, 
who operates the Grist Mill straw- 
hatter, 


the: 


days to a week. Kids’ Theatre, Aug. 10 


The national company of “South 
Pacific” will play its only south- Minneapolis, Aug. 1. 
western engagement at the State Minnesota U. theatre launches a 
Fair auditorium for two weeks dur-/ special summer children’s theatre 
ing the annual State Fair, Oct. 7-| festival Aug. 10 with “Peter Pan.” 
22. | This will be the only off-Broadway 
ee permitted during the 

Getting ‘Wedding’ Chance arrie play’s New York run. “Peter 

Robert Mariotti, eight-year-old Pan” will be followed by “Arthur 

understudy for Brandon De Wilde, | and the Magic Sword. 


t in “Member of . 
(cet riding at Kineien. N. y., 10th anniversary of the Young Peo- 


' 


; will finally get to play the part | ple’s University Theatre. 
'starting next Monday night (7). 








tion of “A Tree Grows in Brook- | 
lyn,” with songs by Irving Berlin. | 
| However, she probably won't be 
_ available in time, as she will tour | 


|for the Theatre Guild in “Sheba,” | 


jin which her performance was | 


voted the best of last season by 
the New York critics. 


Wallace Ford, who recently suc- 
/eeeded Sidney Blackmer as male 
| lead, won’t continue with the Wil- 


|will have to be signed, ‘inless. 


They figure on selecting eight such 
spots, as a circuit to play package 
shows sent out from Broadway. 
The shows might or might not have 
previously played the Arena. 
There have been reports of a 
circus management trying to ar- 
range with Rodgers & Hammer- 
stein for a tent-show tour of their 
national company of “South Paci- 


fic” through the south this winter. 
Two-play festival celebrates the liam Inge drama, so another actor | However, the present tour is all 


booked through next spring and 


“Peter | Blackmer completes his current | probably beyond, and the author- 
| Pan” was selected because of its’| film commitment and is available producers may not be able to get 


Young De Wilde is taking a we; | significance in the history in time. The “Sheba” tour opens | around to putting on a third com- 


iweek vacation. of this branch of the theatre. 


| Sept. 25 in Philadelphia. 


pany for many more months. 








LEGITIMATE 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, August 2, 1950 





Saratoga 30-40% Ahead of 1949; 


Cape Cod Circus Near Capacity ,, 


Saratoga Springs, N, Y., Aug. 1. 

Fran Warren in “Finian’s Rain- 
bow” racked a record estimated 
ross of $8,100 last week in John 
untington’s 560-seat Spa Sum- 
mer theatre, at $3 top. Combina- 
tion of strong musical, star with 
recording and radio following and 
excellent production gave Hunt- 
ington the biggest week he has 
had in four years of operation. 
Saratoga’s own Monty Woolley in 
“The Man Who Came to Dinner, 


two years ago, and Sarah 
Churchill in “The Philadelphia 
Story,” last season, came closest 


to Miss Warren’s figure. 

Turnaways were registered at 
every performance. Demand for 
tickets in Saratoga and at the 
Playhouse in Albany ran twice the 
available capacity and car parking 
at the theatre was Mbout double 
normal. Miss Warren's draw was 
particularly strong with younger 
pofrons. ’ 

Reporting that business this sea- 
son is 30.40% better than for the 
same period of 1949, Huntington 
attributes it to “probably a com- 
bination of plays, stars and 
weather.” He did $4.000 with 
Diana Barrymore in “Light Up the 
Sky” opening week, about $4,500 
with Carol Stone, Jack Whiting 
and Lenore Lonergan in “The Gay 
Divorce” the next segment and ap- 
proximately $4,600 with Victor 
Jory in “The Spider” the third 
week. 





‘Norway’ 13G at Hyannis 
Hyannis, Mass., Aug. 1. 

The Cape Cod Music Circus, 
which has steadily built since its 
ovenine here four weeks ago, hit 
its highest gross thus far with 
“Song of Norway,” ending Satur- 
day (29). The operetta drew about 
$13.000 in five evening perform- 
ances and a Saturday matinee, the 
later having been substituted for 
the usual capacity Sunday night 
showing, at the request of a nearby 
church. Starting with this week’s 
“Vagabond King,” the Richard 
Aldrich canvas arena will play a 
regular Monday-Saturday schedule, 
with two matinees. Capacity for 
eight performances is about $15,- 
000. 

Getrude Lawreffce and Dennis 
King played to absolute sellout 
business last week in the London 
comedy, “Traveller’s Joy,”’ at the 
Falmouth playhouse, Coonamessett. 
The show was also an advance sell- 
out for this week at the Cape 
playhouse, Dennis. 

Luise Rainer did virtual capacity 
in “Lady from the Sea” last week at 
the Cape playhouse, and Eve Ar- 
den opened last night (Mon.) to a 
strong advance in “Over 21,” at the 


Falmouth playhouse. 





‘Live Wire’ SRO $6.300 
Ogunquit, Me., Aug. tf. 
Garson Kanin’s “Live Wire.” 
held over a second week at the 
Ogunquit playhouse to virtual ca- 
pacity ending Saturday night (29). 


Only the Wednesday night per-| 


formance failed to go clean, with 
the final gross registering $6.300. 
The production is playing Fair- 
haven, Mass., this week and goes 


to Marblehead, Mass., for further | 


doctoring next week, prior to 
Broadway. 

Excellent business done by the 
comedy for its second week here 
got producer Michael Todd off the 
hook, as he had to guarantee the 
theatre $5,000 gross in order to get 
the booking. He also had to pay 
$2,650 to John Golden, whose pro- 
duction of Rosemary Casey's 
“Once an Actor,” starring Leo G. 
Carroll, was scheduled to try out 


here last week. Latter play pre- | 
mieres this week at Stockbridge, 
Mass. Todd’s payoff to Golden was 
in connection with coin latter had 
to pay out due to the cancellation. | 





Evans’ Record 1114G, Olney 
Olney, Md., Aug. 1. | 
All house records of the Olney 
were broken last week when Mau- 
rice Evans in “The Devil’s Dis- 
ciple” took in $11,500. Not only 
were extra chairs all taken up but 
50 standee admissions were sold 
Saturday (29). Army Chief of 
Staff Gen. Omar Bradley was on 
hand opening night. 
Advance sale is good for Luise 
Rainer in “Lady From the Sea,” 
opening tonight (Tues.). 


‘Prostie’ $8,300, Princeton 
Princeton, N. J., Aug. 1. 
The Princeton Summer theatre | 
last week raked in a gross of more | 





;vance sale, scored a sellout Tues- 
day night (25) and a near sellout 
Saturday evening (29). 

Current bill, “The Gay Divor- 
cee,” features Jack Whiting, Carol 
Stone and Lenore Lonegan. 





ZaSu Sock at New Hope 
New Hope, Pa., Aug. 1. 
ZaSu Pitts in “Post Road” last 
week gave Bucks County play- 
house a solid gross with SRO the 
rule from second performance to 
finish. The Wilbur Daniel Steele 
and Norma Mitchell comedy-drama 
featured Ruth White, Henry Jones, 


Harry Mehaffey, James Doohan 
and Carl White in Theron Bam- 
berger’s revival. 


Victory Jory opened last night 
(Mon.) in “The Spider,” ninth pro- 
duction of the 15-week season. 





‘Goes’ Does at Lambertsville 

Lambertsville, N. J., Aug. 1. 
St. John Terrell’s Music Circus, 
although not quite going clean 
every night in new 1,300-seat tent, 
did near capacity with “Anything 
Goes” last week. Cole Porter musi- 
Elaine Stritch, 


cal featuring 

George Lipton, Howard Ross 
started hot and received impetus 
from excellent Philly notices. 
There has been a slight dip in 
the take Fridays and Sundays. 
Terrell tilts the scale weekends 


from $3? to $3.60, which encounters 
some buyer resistance. Saturday 
is invariably a turnaway night. 





“Town” Perks Worcester 
Worcester, Mass., Aug. 1. 

Business perked at the Theatre- 
in-the-Round here the past week 
as it presented “On the Town,” 
the first musical presented in the 
spot. Leads are Carroll Saint, 
Rita Duprey, Marjorie Marson and 
Earl Dossey. Burt Kelsey did the 
choreography. 

Town Hall Playhouse, Turbridge, 
is running ahead of last year, and 
Fred Murkland, manager, attrib- 
utes it to his new policy of infor- 
mality. ‘Come dressed as you 
please” is the advertising motto. 


Treacher $6,700, Chevy Chase 
Chicago, Aug. 1. 





* Arthur Treacher in “Ghost 
Train” took in handsome $6,700 
for week ending Sunday (30) at 


the Chevy Chase summer theatre, 
Wheeling, Ill. Tom Drake opens 
tonight (Tues.) in ‘Here Comes 
| Mr. Jordan,” with Burgess Mere- 
dith following in “Harvey” an 
then Ilka Chase in “Goodbye, My 
Fancy.” 

Ted Post, who has been directing 
the theatre for the past two weeks, 
returns to New York to take over 
the reins for Susan Peters’ sub- 
way tour of “Barretts of Wimpole 


'to Chevy to direct the rest of the 
season. 


Equity Yanks Member 
Provincetown, Mass., Aug. 1. 
Actors Equity last week forced 
'one of its members, Robert Carl- 
| son, to quit the Provincetown play- 
‘house, local summer repertory 
group, a non-union outfit. He was 
'replaced by a Rhode Islander here 








'on a visit. 

According to Catherine Hunting- 
ton, co-manager of the spot, Carl- 
son is an inactive member of 
| Equity and is exempt from dues, 
_therefore considered himself en- 
| titled to work with a non-Equity 
| troupe. 


| “Houses” $4,900, Stockbridge 
| Stockbridge, Mass., Aug. 1. 
“Both Your Houses,’ Maxwell 





took in around $4,900 at the 436- 
seat Berkshire playhouse here last 
week. Tickets went at a $2.94 top. 
Business, as usual, was affected 
by the opening of the Tanglewood 


| Music Festival. 





Tone $7,000, Grist Mill 
Andover, N. J., Aug. 1. 

Franchot Tone in “The Second 
Man” drew about $7,000 in seven 
performances at the Grist Mill 
playhouse here last week. Take es- 
tablished a house record for this 
new strawhatter. About 30 extra 
seats were set up Saturday night 
(29) to accommodate the heavy pa- 
tronage. House also sold standing 
room for the first time Saturday 
night, 





Shelton-Amos Opens 
London, Ont., Aug. 1. 


Shelton-Amos Players open an. 


1l-week summer stock season next 


Street.” Eugene O'Sullivan returns | 


| Anderson’s Pulitzer Prize oldie, | 





than $8,300 with “The Respectful | 

Prostitute,” starring Margo. Pro-| 

ducer-director Herbet Kenwith, here. 

opeator of the strawhat, said the The company will include Mary 

operating nut’ was “relatively low.” | Stewart, John Compton, Vickie 

Curtain riser on the same bill was Marsden, Howard Blaine, Bruce 
“Red Peppers.” | Brighton and Laura Lee. Hall 


. Noel Coward's 
The show, which had ‘a strong ad- 


b : (Continued om page: 52) «>: 


Todd May Prod. 
| Strawhat Musical 


Ogunquit, Me., Aug. 1. 
Michael Todd, here last week for 
e tryout of Garson Kanin’s “Live 

Wire” indicated he may also pre- 
sent on Broadway this season “Just 
Around the Corner,” musical com- 
-edy with score by Joe Sherman, 
lyrics by Langston Hughes and 
book by Abby Mann and Bernard 
'Drew. Latter show was rehearsing 
| here in preparation for tryout this 
week at the Ogunquit playhouse. 

Besides his current Broadway 
revue, “Peep Show,” Todd is slated 
to present “Live Wire” at the Play- 
house, N. Y., Aug. 17. He also has 
tentative plans to go to Europe 
around Sept. 1 to look over Lon- 
don and Paris shows for possible 
importation. 


Bellamy Unable To 
Tour; ‘Story Fold? 


With Ralph Bellamy unable to 
go cn tour because of his “Man 
Against Crime” television series, 
“Detective Story’ will probably 
close after its Broadway run. Pre- 
vious plans had been to send the 
Sidney Kingsley melodrama on the 
road, opening in Boston early in 
the fall. On the outside chance 
that another star is signed for the 
part, that may still be done. How- 
ever, a previous road edition, star- 
ring Chester Morris, lost $50,000 
| last season. 
| The original production which 
has been playing to modest grosses 
recently, is uncertain to continue 
at the Broadhurst, N. Y., beyond 
Aug. 12. 


Falmouth Hit Sparks 
3-Way Aldrich Mop-Up 








Coonamessett, Mass., Aug. 1. 


| last week of Gertrude Lawrence 
and Dennis King in 
Joy” and the indicated capacity 
this week on Eve Arden in “Over 
21,” the Falmouth playhouse here 
will probably climb to the level of 
its opening season, 1949. Under the 
| circumstances, that's impressive, 
since the strawhatter got away to 
|a great start last season with a 
| $14,000 opening week on ‘Private 
| Lives,” with Tallulah Bankhead. 
| Subscriptions and other advance 
| interest indicate that the rest of 
the seasen should be bullish. 

| Starting out as a white elephant 
after it was first built, the Coona- 
| messett layout has become a real 
‘click in recent seasons. The the- 
|atre is one of the handsomest 


(Continued on page 53) 


1346 SELLOUT SURE 
FOR ‘PACIFIC’ IN ST. 


St. Louis, Aug. 1. 

The 10-day, 14-performance 
stand of “South Pacific’ in the 
opera house of the Henry W. Kiel 
(Municipal) auditorium, teeing off 
Sept. 25, will be assured of a gross 
, of $134,000 from slightly more than 
(50,000 payees. More than 5,000 
}who sought ducats have’ been 
turned away. The opera house 
seats 3,563. 

Members of the Playgoers of 
'St. Louis, who had first priority, 
took 10,000 pasteboards. Demand 
for ducats exceeded the supply by 
5-1. 


Corio-‘Personal’ Hold 
| 3d Wk. in Cleve Ring 


| Cleveland, Aug. 1. 
Suceessful run of Ann Corio in 
“Personal Appearance” is prompt- 
| ing the new Ring theatre to plan a 
_ third week for the show, plus an 
| extended season for the theatre-in- 
'the-round at the Hotel Allerton. 
|The peeler packed them in for two 
| weeks after the Ring’s slow open- 
|ing. Miss Corio herself visited 
radio and television stations for 
personal appearances to _ boost 
| show. 
Producer Ray Boyle, in planning 
'a third week, is also faced with the 








| Monday (7) at the Grand theatre | problem of finding a replacement 


'for Helmut Dantine, who cancelled 
/out “Candlelight” for the Aug. 28- 
| Sept. 9 stint. Producer is now in 
|New York bound for a substitute 
| show, and hopes to line up possible 
4 shows to extend Ring ‘season. 


In Cape Cod Season ,,. 


On the strength of the sellout | 


“Traveller’s | 


ee 


Inside Stuff—Lesit 


D 


November, when co-producers Cy 


they'll be able-to tell how long they can keep the musical on Broad 


espite increasing studio interest in the fllm rights to “Where's 
Charley?” there will probably be no decision about a sale ne 


next 
gure 
way, 


Feuer and Ernest H. Martin 


before sending it on tour. There are various angles to the situation, 
including the question of who would play the leading part in the screen 
version, whether J. Arthur Rank, who owns the rights to the original 


“Charley's Aunt,” may want to d 
possibility of Feuer and Martin p 


o the picture in England, and the 
roducing the film themselves, with 


Ray Bolger repeating his starring role. 


Tentative deal for H. M. Tennent to present the musical in London, 
in association with Val Parnell, depends on obtaining a major star, 


possibly a Hollywood name. Parn 


come to New York in the fall to do so. 


ell, who hasn’t seen the show, will 
Bolger probably won't appear 


in the London edition, preferring to tour in the U. S. 





Management of the Poche, New 
Aldrich and Richard Myers over 


Orleans, has protested to Richard 
the booking of “Devil’s Disciple,” 


starring Maurice Evans, into the Municipal auditorium there Oct. 23-25. 


But although the producers prese 


nted the revival on Broadway last 


season, they no longer have it, so they have referred the matter to 
Russell Lewis & Howard Young, who have taken over the show for the 


road. According to the Poche ma 


nagement, the 2,700-seat Municipal 


is too large for straight plays, while the 1,400-seat Poche is well suited 


for the Shaw comedy. 


Irwin Poche, who formerly operated the Poche 


theatre, booking through the United Booking Office, is no longer associ- 


ated with the house, but manages t 
his own local concert season. 


he Municipal spot and also presents 





Program note in the playbill for 


County playhouse, New Hope, Pa., 


“Post Road” last week at the Bucks 
was a “Cinderella Story” by pro- 


ducer Theron Bamberger about an incident of nearly 20 years ago, 


when he operated a strawhat at White Plains, N. Y. 


It related how, 


in order to save an actor’s salary, he had decided to play a small part 


in a revival of Shaw’s “Captain Brassbound’s Conversion.” 


But after 


one rehearsal, the director objected and offered to get’a real actor to 


play the role. 
to the story, the actor was a young 
starring at Bucks County this week 


He said he knew one he could get for $15. 


According 
fellow named Lionel Stander, who's 
in “Born Yesterday.” 





Bulk of the $30,000 financing for 
ing ‘Parisienne’ as the first or fou 


Festival Theatre, which is present- 
r bills at the Fulton, N. Y., is listed 


in the partnership agreement as having been supplied by the three 
general partners, Harriett Ames, $11,400; Terese Hayden, $9,000, and 
Sam Wanamaker, $2,750. Other backers, all limited partners, include 


prodycer T. Edward Hambleton, $3 
Bertram A. Mayers and accountant 
Julius Fleischmann, $700; agent W 
thony Quinn, $1,500. 


00; playwright Lynn Riggs, attorney 
J. S. Seidman, $600 each; producer 
illiam Morris, $1,200, and actor An- 


The agreement provides for 20% overcall. 





Everybody’s Playhouse, Inc., has 
a theatrical business in New York, 
par value. Directors are James L. 


been chartered at Albany to conduct 
with capital stock of 200 shares, no 
Berry and Bernadette M. Berry of 


, New York, and Edward A. Kole, of Hewlett, L. I. 


Theatre For Freedom Inc. has b 
rship corporation. 


The Leland Haywards’ and 
Joshua Logans due back next 
Monday (7) from London, after the 


successful launching of “Mister 
| Roberts” in the West End... Com- 
|pany manager Morton Gottlieb 


|plans to make his producer bow | 


| with the presentation of “Mad 
| Money,” musical with book by Lee 


|_Rogow and Max Wilk, music by | 


Richard Lewine and lyrics by 
| Rogow and Ted Fetter... Prod- 
_ucer Alfred de Liagre, Jr., planed 


to London last week to powwow | 


‘with Henry Sherek and Bernard 


|Delfont abou. a West End presen- | 


tation of “Madwoman of Chaillot.” 
| He'll also visit Robert E. Sherwood 
|at the latter’s summer home in 
| Surrey to discuss Sherwood's adap- 
| tation of Philip Barry’s posthumous 
i“Second Threshhold,” which is 
| Slated for fall production on Broad- 
way .. .. Anthony Brady Farrell 
sill team with Eddie Dowling in 
the Broadway presentation this fall 
of A. B. Shiffrin’s “Angel in the 
Pawnshop,” in which the actor and 
Joan McCracken have been co- 
starring on a strawhat tour. 


The new Ole Olsen-Chic John- 
son revue, “Pardon Our French,” 
is slated to open on Broadway the 
week of Oct. 2, after a tryout tour 
opening Sept. 4 at the Boston 
Opera House. This is the show 
which broke in on the Coast last 
spring under the title, “Tsk, Tsk, 
Paree” ..,. Actor Richard bengali 
was erroneously referred to as 
Richard McGibbon in a review of 
\“Happy Man” at the White Barn, 
Westport, in last week’s issue... 
| Adelaide Klein, who plays a lead- 
ing part in a tryout next Sunday 
night (6) of “Dark Corridor,” at 
the White Barn, goes to the Coast 
in two weeks to appear in “The 


Enforcer,” with Humphrey Bogart, | 


at Warners. She'll have the same 


part she played in the original 
Broadway version, titled ‘“Brook- 
lyn, U. S. A.” .. . Mrs. Martin 


Beck is vacationing on the Coast. | 
Stage manager John Effratt will 


make his acting “comeback” in the 
Sam Levene part in “Light Up the 
Sky” at the Cape playhouse, 
| Dennis, Mass., the week of Aug. 
14... Co-producers Cy Feuer and 
Ernest H. Martin are booking about | 


Paul S. Gareen, of New York, was filing attorney. 


Legit Bits 


| 


gz 


een chartered as a non-profit mem- 


|of “Carousel.” He’ll. also assist in 
readying the London production 
|of “Oklahoma” for a_ provincial 
|tour. On his return to New York 
j|about Aug. 15, he will get the 
touring edition of “Oklahoma” set 
'for another season ... Paul Kelly 
‘and Uta Hagen will co-star in 
‘Dwight Deere Wiman’s production 
'of the new Clifford Odets drama, 
“Country Girl,” with the author 
'directing. Wiman, meanwhile, has 
|gone to Bermuda for a month's 
| vacation. 


Producer-pressagent Jean Dal- 
‘rymple joined Actors Equity last 
month . . . Ernest Thesiger, who 
| came to the U. S. to play Jaques in 
the Katharine Hepburn revival of - 
| “As You Like It” last season, has 
'a leading part in the new London 
| play, “Always Afternoon,” so ap- 
| parently he won't return for the 
|tour of the Theatre Guild produc- 
| tion . Joan Tetzel, Broadway 
actress last seen here in “Red 
'Gloves,” has the femme lead in 
“The Little Hut,” British adapta- 
_tion of the Paris hit, which is 
/currently playing a pre-West End 
| tryout with Robert Morley starred 
... Elisabeth Bergner, also in Eng- 
‘land, will co-star with A. E. Mat- 
' thews in an adaptation of Moliere’s 
“Imaginary Invalid,” to be pre- 
sented in London after a Man- 
| chester break-in ... With Lucille 
| Ball unable to take the assignment 
because of approaching mother- 
hood, Jean Parker is being sought 
by Grace and Paul Hartman to co- 
, Star with Hank Ladd in Walter De 
Leone’s comedy-melodrama, “Red 
Beard.” Meanwhile, the Hartmans 
are co-starring in the’ revue, 
“Tickets, Please,” at the Coronet, 
LN, Be . Vera Ferguson staying 
on with Boston strawhatter. 

| Monroe B. Hack and Billy Sands 
producing a series of new revues 
_with an all-professional company 
, this summer at the Tamiment (Pa.) 
playhouse . . . Eddie Cantor re- 
| elected last week as president of 
the Jewish Theatrical Guild, with 
George Jessel, Jack Benny and 
William Morris, Jr., vicepresidents 
|... After taking a motor vacation 
|trip to Florida, actor Alan Hewitt 
/planed last week to Cuba and 
Jamaica... The West Side Tennis 
club, Forest Hills, N. Y., will hold 


50 theatre parties for the upcom- | the first of an annual Pimm’s Cup 


ing “Guys and Dolls” ... Jerry | 
Whyte, musical production man- | 
ager for the Theatre Guild, planed | 
Friday (28) to London to sit in with 
H. M. Tennent representatives on | 
the selection of a successor to Iva | 
'Withers in the West End edition | 


Celebrity tournament, opening 
Aug. 23 coincidentally with the 
start of the national men’s and 
women’s championship. The 
Pimm’s competition will be open to 
mixed doubles teams from show 
business, the arts and professions. 
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Wednesday, August 2, 1950 


VARIETY 


LEGITIMATE Sl 





Total Legit Grosses 


The following are the comparative figures based on VARIETY’S 
boxoffice estumates for last week (the 9th week of the seuson) 
and the corresponding week of last season: 


This Last 
BROADWAY Season Season 
Number of shows current.......... ayer 16 13 
Total weeks played so far by all shows .... 167 143 
- Total gross for all current shows last week $323 300 $346,900 
Total season’s gross so far by all shows .. $3,804,100 $3,573,800 
Number of new productions so far... -. 2 
ROAD 

(Excluding Stock) 
Number of current touring shows reported 7 8 
Total weeks played so far by all shows 84 95 
Total road gross reported last week $178,700 $194,300 


Season’s total road gross so far... $3.101,500 $2,344,600 





Roberts’ Return Brightens Chi, 
Ear’ So-So $16,000, ‘Mice’ Lean 126 











Chicago, Aug. 1. *°* 
Only two shows were current | ‘ 
here last week, as “Oklahoma | Strawhat Tryouts | 
had closed the previous week. 
However, “Mister Roberts” re- THIS WEEK 
turned last night (Mon.) for a! “Be it Ever So Humble”’—Ye 


month’s stay at pop prices. 
Estimates for Last Week 
“Lend An Ear,” Great Northern | 
(18th wk) ($4.94; 1,500). Not-too-— 
bad $16,000. 
“Mister Roberts,” Erlanger ($3.71; | 


Beare and Ye Cubb theatre, Vir- 
ginia Beach, Va. (1-5). 

“His French Wife”’—John Drew, 
theatre, East Hampton, L. I. (31-5) 
(Reviewed in VARIETY, July 19, 50). 


1.334). Opened last night (Mon.)| “Just Around the Corner”— 
for four-week rum. Ogunquit (Me.) playhouse (31-5) 
“Two Blind Mice.” Harris (12th , (Reviewed in Variety this week). 


(Mass.) 
in 


wk) ($3.71; $1,000). 














Thin $12,000. | “Live Wire”’—Fairhaven 
| playhouse (31-5) (Reviewed 
‘ ; fer sow, July 19, °50). 
“Long Days’—Westport (Conn.) 
Roberts $19,000, | Country playhouse’ (31-5) 
| “Miranda” — College playhouse, 
Keuka Park, N. Y. (2-5) (Reviewed 
6 » in VaARteTy, July 12, ’50). 
a e A ; ul | “Nothing Serious” — Lakewood 
|, theatre, Skowhegan, Me. (31-5) (Re- 
Boston, Aug. 1. eg in VARIETY this week). 
“Mister Roberts’ closed Satur- “Once An_ Actor’ — Berkshire 
day (29) after a nifty 21-week playhouse, Stockbridge, Mass. 
stand at the Colonial, reporting | (31-5) ‘Reviewed in VARIETY this 
substantial upturn in final week’s ; week). 
gross. “Kiss Me, Kate,” in sixth “See How They Run”—Show 
week at Shubert, bopped by heat,’ Shop, Canton, Conn. (1-6); Gretna 
will shutter Aug. 12. | playhouse, Mt. Grena, Pa. (3-5) (Re- 
ogee’ _— es sarge had viewed in Variety, July 19, ’50). 
“Mister Roberts,” Colonial (21s tics , ” wo 
wk) "$5.60: 1,800". Wound up with | ,,. traveller's Jey" Cape, play- 
neat $19,000. House is now dark, | viewed rol VARIETY July 26 50) 
with nothing set thus far for fall. | pb rps Batis me ’ : 
“Kiss Me, Kate,” Shubert (6th NEXT WEEK 
wk) ($4.20-$4.80; 1,700). Mid-sum-| “Angel in the Pawnshop”—Cape 
mer weather taking its toll with | theatre, Cape May, N. J. (7-12) (Re- 
biz skidding to about $20,000. | Viewed in VARIETY, June 28, ’50). 
Peg wea nen laa 
| (Mass.) playhouse (7-12). 
Houston Spot Folds, | “Live Wire’—Marbehead (Mass.) 
a -s . + pceunmae myeeirs (7-12) (reviewed in 
| VARIETY, July 19, ’50). 
Lyric Will Continue Pe energy —* Monomoy theatre, 
Houston, Aug. 1. atham, Mass. (9-12) (Reviewed in 
The Houston Summertime Light | V4"7ETY, July 12, °50). 
Opera Co., brought down the i 
tain on the 1950 season a wee ° ° 
early. Producer Virginia Plunkett London Legit Bits 
_ announced that “Brigadoon,” which} paul Elek has acquired “Sea-_ 
closed Saturday (29), would be the | gulls Over Sorrento” for inclusion 
fourth and final week for the oper- | in his omnibus of plays of the year. | 
ation. The original plan called for | That’s besides the Samuel French 
one additional week, closing Aug. | acting edition which they are pub- 
5. | lishing in Se tember... Dutch ac- 
“Unsettled world conditions %-™anager Cor Ruys in town tak- 


ing looksee at West End shows, 
and has already acquired for pro- 
duction the Stanley French-Jack 
remat The | Buchanan's “Castles in the Air” 
group is in its fifth season. and “Seagulls Over Sorrento,” and 
Lyric Theatre, another light! is also bidding for Ronald Jean's 
opera group using Houston’s pub-| latest, “The Gold Fish Bowl”... 
lie school stadium this summer, is | Louis Borell latest to bid for Amer- 
planning to complete its regular ican rights of Stanley French’s 
schedule. “Young Wives’ Tale,” which he, 
produced and directed in Amster- | 
D F Lo d a Bee backer is Jacques Sarlie, | 
ew Yorker. 

enny rom mn on Donald Flamm returned to New, 
Reginald Denny, British actor, |-York with script of new play by | 
who co-starred with Jessie Royce | Charlotte Frances, for which he is | 
Landis in the London production | anxious to get Madeleine Carroll | 
of “Larger Than Life” last spring, | to star on Broadway... Film direc- | 
is due in New York by plane Fri- tor Ken Anakin is turning to the. 
day (5). Shortly after his arrival | legit field. and has acquired a new 


here Denny will plane to Coast to Play by Mabel Constanduros titled 


osha veil A Pig in a Poke.” She’s the au-| 

i fomity. ‘thor of “Acacia Avenue,” staged in 

In the interim, General Artists; America under title of “Facts of | 

Corp. is peddling a TV show built) Love’ John Wildberg is dicker- | 

around Denny titled “His Lordship ing with Erie Glass for American 

Detects.” Show is a Zell Produc- stage rights of George & Alfred 

tions creation. Black and H. M. Tennent’s English 

hit, “Seagulls Over Sorrento”... 

Constance Cox's adaptation of Jane 

Current Road Shows Austin’s “Mansfield Park” to be 
(July 30-Aug. 12) 

“Death of a Salesman” — Bilt- 


which have created a war scare” 
were blamed by Miss Plunkett for 
the premature shuttering. 











world-preemed Oct. 23 at North- 
ampton. 
Dick Hurran, Bernard Delfont’s | 

more, I, A, (31-12). producer, on extensive tour of | 
“Devil’s Disciple’ — Opera English seaside resorts in August | 
House, Central City, Colo. {7-42)..| to ses | = — eee 
“Kiss Me, Kate”—Shubert, Bos- | a "wrtier, has completed 
a ites | new play titled “Studio Flat” which 
“Lend an Ear”’—Great Northern, pert Laywood, of the Jack Waller 
Chi. (31-12). ‘office, has read, and Waller is 
“Mister Roberts”—Erlanger, Chi. likely to produce it in the West 


(31-12). |End . Lee Shubert has acquired 
“South Pacific’—War Memorial, American rights of “Background,” | 
S. F. (31-12), | by J. Warren Cheetham Strode, 
“Twe Blind Mice’—Harris, Chi.! currently at Westminster theatre 
(31-12) 4 , 
ta wea ee § 799 


-_+ 


, Lynn, 


, those only for matinees. 
set for Wed. and Sat. with house 
‘scaled from $2.40 to $4.80. 


‘DESERT’ $58,000, ST. L., 
SETS 3 LOCAL MARKS 


St. Louis, Aug. 1. 
Three attendance marks were 
hung up by “Desert Song,” which 
wound up a one-week engagement 
Sunday night (30) in the Municipal 
Theatre Assn. al fresco playhouse. 


Bway Dips Again; Upturn Due Soon; 





It was the eighth time the piece 
had played here. The first of three | 
records was set Monday night (24), | 
when 12,007 payvees greeted the 
piece. This was the largest open- 
ing night attendance in the 32 
years of the local organization. 

The second mark was an all- 
high for-a single perform- 
ance, 12,027 on .each of. the two 
closing nights. Total attendance 
for the week was 83.547 and, ac- 
cording to manager Paul Beisman, 
bettered the previous high of 80.- 
110 hung up by “Up in Central 
Park” in 1948. Extra chairs were 
shoved into boxes and in addition 
to standees for every performance, 
many thousands were turned away. 
Estimated gross for “‘Desert Song” 
was a socko $58,000. 

After intermittent showers and 


time 


high humidity, “Pink Lady,” 
French musical farce, teed off a 
| one-week stand last night (Mon.) 


before a mob of 9.000 that laid an | 
estimated $3,500 on the line. Erik 
Rhodes clicked in one of the lead 
roles. Victoria Sherry and Gene 
Barry, who copped plaudits from 


the crix and customers last week 
in their local debut in “Desert 
Song,” are back this week, and 


others in the cast inelude Patricia 
Bowman, Rudy Kroeller, William 
Carolyn Tanner, Edwin 
Steffe, Leonard Elliott, Edith King, 
Penny Bracroft and Evans Thorn- 
ton. 





‘Rose Marie 40/46, 
‘Salesman 146, SF. 


San Francisco, Aug. 1. 
Marie,” with Patrice 
Munsell, Walter Cassel and Jack 
Goode, concluded its fourth and 
final stanza Saturday (29), chalking | 
up a repeat capacity $40,500. The 
1,550-seat Curran was scaled to 
$4.80 for this Civic Light Opera 
production. 

Sixth and final week for “Death 
Of A Salesman,” with Thomas 
Mitchell, held to $14,000 at the 1,- 
775-seat Geary, at a $3.60 top, Show | 
pulled out Saturday night. Geary | 
remains dark until Maurice Evans | 
opens Sept. 4 in “Devils Deciple.” | 

“South Pacific,” amid exeitement 
equalled only by the plushy open- | 
ing night of the Opera season, | 
moved into the 3,252 seat Opera | 
House where it will remain for the | 
next six weeks. Advance is in! 
excess of $400,000 with only $50.- 
000 worth of seats remaining and 
Matinees 


“Rose 


Prior .to opening the entire 
center section of the Opera House , 
was sold out for the first four 
stanzas of the run with regular Civic | 
Light Opera subscribers holding 
the stubs. “South, Pacific” one of , 
the musicals in this season’s Civic | 
Light Opera schedule has been 
enormous come-on for. subscrip- 
tions. Far reaching evidence of 
this is Salt Lake City couple who 
bought series so they could fly all 
the way from SL to Frisco to see 
“South Pacific.” 


‘Devil Dreams’ Opens 


Season in Montreal 


Montreal, Aug. 1. 
“The Devil Also Dreams,” fea- 
turing Franeis L. Sullivan, Claire 
Luce and Bela Lugosi, is slated to 
open the fall season at His Majes- 
ty’s theatre here with a five-day 
session ‘starting Aug. 22. ° Also 





_inked for the season are the Lunts 


in “I Know My Love” and a return 
of “Brigadoon.” 

Upcoming for the Christmas sea- 
son will be an English pantomime 


- produced by Wayne and Shuster, 


top Canadian comedy duo. Team 
will collaborate with a London 
producer and will present the as 
yet untitled offerings at His Ma- 
jesty’s during the Christmas holi- 
days. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD ‘Comedy-Drama), R ‘Revue’, | 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

“Borned in Texas” ‘1))—Festival 
Theatre (Sam Wanamaker-Teresa , 
Hayden - Harriett Ames); Sam | 
Wanamaker, director. | 

Holiywood 

“Affairs of State” (C)—Richard | 

W. Krakeur and Fred F. Finkle- 





_, hand, folding July, 29...; , vxoti #hoff; Louis. Vernepil,, director. . « 


~ 
- 


| sic 


Attendance :on Broadway 


took “Call Me Madam,” 


‘Peep Show’ $43,300, ‘Blondes’ 421, 
‘Peter’ $24,500, ‘Parisienne’ $6, 


Oct. 9, Im- 


another skid last week, with a perial; “Curious Savage,” Oct. 10, 
combination of great vacation. 
wéather and the continued sum-_| 


mer exodus of New Yorkers. The 
conventioneering Jehovah's Wit- 
nesses this week are not expected 
to mean anything at the boxoffice, 
and the annual upturn isn’t due 
until the tourist influx starts, two 
weeks hence. Mail orders for late 
August and September are already 
beginning to pile up. 

The total gross for all 16 shows 


last week reached a new seasonal | 
of 


64° 
to 


of $323,300, or over 
That compared 
week’s” corrected 


low 
capacity. 
previous 
gross 
68° of capacity. 

Last week’s only 
“Come Back, Little Sheba.” which 
shuttered Saturday night (29) after 
190 performances at the Booth. 
“Parisienne” ends next Saturday 
(5) as the initial bill of the Festival 
Theatre, at the Fulton, with “Lady 
from the Sea’ due Monday night 
(7) as the second offering of the 
series. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keus: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). ' 

Other parenthetic figures refer, 
respectively, to top price, number 
of seats and capacity gross. Price 
includes 20% amusement tax, but 
grosses are net: ie., exclusive of 
tax. 


the 
total 


| 


of $330,300, or just under | 


closing was 


Boeth; “Legend of Sarah,” Oct. 11, 
probably Fulton; “Lady’s Not for 
Burning,” Nov. 8, Rovale; “Guys 
and Dolls,” Nov. 9, 46th Street; 
“Ring ‘Round the Moon,” Nov. 20, 
Morosco. R 


Pacific $561,492, 
10-Wk. Mark, L.A. 





Los Angeles, Aug. 1. 
All-time record legit gross for 
Los Angeles was established bv 


“South Pacific,” which floated out 
of town Saturday night (°9) after 
a 10-week run that grossed a total 
of $561,492. Previous topper was 
“Oklahoma,” which grabbed $456,- 
000 in 12-weeks at the Biltmore 
theatre its first time out. “Pacific” 
failed to -»break the $58,000 house 
record held by “Annie Get Your 
Gun” only because producers flatly 


refused to sell certain badly 
placed seats. 

Last week's other finalist, “Fin- 
ian’s Rainbow,” curtained with a 
whopping $107,100 for two. ses- 
sions at the Greek theatre. Three 
shows bowéd last night, ‘Rose 


“Cocktail Party,” Miller (28th, 
wk) (C-$4.80; 940: $21,600). Previ- 
ous weeks $11,900; last week, | 
$11,000. 

“Come Back, Little Sheba,” 
Booth (24th wk) (D-%4.80: 712; 
$20,000). Previous week, $7,400; 


last week, almost $9,700; closed 
Saturday night (29). 

“Death of a Salesman,” Morosco. 
(77th wk) 
Previous week, $10,900; last week, 
$10.800. 

“Detective Story,” Broadhurst 
(7ist wk) (‘D-$4.80); 1.160; $29,212). 
Previous week, $9,300; last week, 
almost $10,000. 


last week, nearly $42,500. 

“Happy Time,” Plymouth (27th 
wk) (C-$4.80; 1,063; $29,019). Pre- 
vious week. $16,700; last week, al- 
most $16,100. 

“Kiss Me, Kate,” Century (82d 
wk) (M-$6; 1,645; $46,650). Previ- 
ous week, $30,000; last week, un- 


(D-$4.80; 914; $23,800). | 


“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” | 
Ziegfeld (34th wk) (M-S6; 1,628; | 
| $48,244). Previous 


week, $45,300: | 


der $26,000; moved Monday night | 


(21) to the 1,361-seat Shubert, 
where the gross capacity is about 
$37.000. 

“Member of the Weddin«.” Em- 
pire (30th wk) (D-$4.80; 1,082; $24.- 
000). Previous week, $12.900; last 
week, $11,700. 

“Peep Show,” Winter Garden 
(5th wk) (R-$7.20; 1.519; $55,200). 
Previous week, $46,600; last week, 
gver $43,300., 

“Peter Pan,” Imperial (14th wk) 
(M-$4.80: 1,400; $34,750). Previous 
week, $25,900; last week, $24,590. 

“South Pacific,” Majestic (68th 
wk) ‘(M-$6; 1,659; $50,186). With 
the increased standing room quota, 
the take is now regularly almost 


$50.800. 
“The Consul.” Barrymore (20th 
wk) (M-$4.80-$6: 1.066; $28,000). 


Previous week, $14.000; last week, 
about $12,000. — 

“Tiekets, Please,” Coronet (14th 
wk) (R-%4.80: 998: $26.000). Previ- 
ons week, $13,500; last week, $14,- 


400. 
“Where’s Charley?” St. James 
(93d wk) (M-$6: 1.509; $38,700). 


Previous week, $27,300; last week, 
nearly $25,300. 


Stock 

“Medium” and “Telephone,” 
Arena ‘(2d wk) (M-$6; 1,509; $10,- 
600). Previous week’s first six per- 
formances, $7,700; last week, near- 
ly $8,400. 

“Parisienne,” Fulton (1st wk) (C- 
$3; 976; $15,092). Opened July 24 
to unanimously sympathetic but 
unfavorable notices; first eight per- 
formances, nearly $6,800, which is 
in the red; closes Saturday night 
(5); “Lady from the Sea” opens 
Monday night (7) as the second 
bill of Festival Theatre. 

Future Schedule 

“Live Wire,” Aug. 17, Playhouse; 
“The Barrier,” Sept. 16, Mansfield; 
“Daphne Laureola,” Sept. 18, Mu- 
Box; “Southern Exposure,” 
Sept. 26, Biltmore; “Blaek Chif- 


| fon,” Sept. 27, 48th Street; “Season 


in the Sun,” Sept. 28, Cort; “Affairs 
of State,” Oct. 2, Royale; “Gia- 
conda Smile,” Oct. 3, Lyceum; 


Marie” at the Philharmonic, ‘Death 
of a Salesman” at the Biltmore 
and “Rio Rita” at the Greek. 
Estimates for Last Week 
“Finian’s Rainbow,’ Greek (2d 
wk) (4,400; $3.60). Had ’em stand- 
ing in the aisles for a smash $58.- 
100 finale to tally $107,100 for the 
two weeks. Frame’s take was just 
under the house record. 


“South Pacific,” Philharmonic 
Aud (10th wk) (2,600; $4.80). An- 
other week at all the house can 
hold under current restrictions, 
over $57,200, to give it a smash- 
eroo $561,492, best this town has 
ever known, - 


‘BLOOMER’ FAIR $24,000 
IN L'VILLE OUTDOORS 


Louisville, Aug. 1. 

“Bloomer Girl,” with music b 
Harold Arlen and lyrics by E. Y, 
Harburg, the third week’s Iroquois 
Amphitheatre presentation, closed 
Sunday (30) with an _ estimated 
gross of $24,000. There were no 
performances rained out, although 
threatened showers almost daily 
may have kept some timid patrons 
from making the long trek to 





_troouois Park. 


_ Seeley, 





“Bloomer Girl,” time 1861, was 
a happy choice for civil war-con- 
scious local patrons. Bangup I- 
formances were given. by pare 
Roberts, Dick Smart, Dorothy 
Keller, Gean Greenwell, Leonard 
Ruth Gillette, Marjorie 
Wellock and Loren Welch. One of 
the standout numbers of the show 
was “Civil War Ballet,” danced by 
Irene Hawthorne, Gene Bayliss 
and corps de ballet. 

“New Moon,” Romberg operetta, 
is the current week’s bill. Cast 
includes Brian Sullivan, Gail Man- 
ners, Buster West, Lucille Page, 
A. J. Herbert, Leonard Ceeley, 
Ruth Gillette and Earl William, 


‘ ’ 

Desert’ Lush $49,000 

e . eo 
With 1 Rainout, Pitt 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 1. 

“Desert Song” was a walloping 
success last week at the Pitt Sta- 
dium, knocking down $49,000 for 
the second best take of the summer 
season so far. Only “Kiss Me 
Kate,” the opening show, topped 
it. Saga of the Red Shadow got 
that healthy figure, too, in only 
five performances since the preem 
Monday night (24) was washed out 
by a heavy rain, costing “Song” 
at least another $5,000. It was the 
second time since the Civic Light 
Opera Assn. was organized in 1946 
that this operetta was done, and 
obviously there’s still a big wel- 
come mat out for it locally. 

Current production is ‘“May- 
time,” a debut here for this 29- 
oy musical, with cast headed 
y Edward Roecker, Anne Bollin- 
er, Gabor Corelli, Florence Dun- 
ap, William O’Neal and Geraldine 
Hanning. That leaves two more 
to go, “Pinocchio” next week and 
“Annie Get Your Gun,” which 
winds up the 10-week season the 
week of Aug. 14, j 
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Strawhat Reviews 


Onee an Actor 
Stockbridge, Mass., July 31. 


Berkshire playhouse production, by ar- 
rangement with John Golden and Leo G. 
Carroll, of comedy in two acts_ (four 
scenes), by Rosemary Casey. Stars Leo G. 
Carroll. Staged by Noel Leslie; setting, 
Alex Anderson. At Berkshire playhouse, 
Stockbridge, Mass., July 31, °50. 

Charlies Grattan.......... Leo G. Carroll 


Joan Grattan ......--..8 John Wetmore 
Josephine Eaton........- Ethel Owen 
Bobby Graham ..,....- Audrey Ridgwell 
Svbil Jenkins weoees Elizabeth Eustis 
Vernon Jenkins.......- Howard Whitfield 
SOLS) 5 3. 6 pao Oe 0088 Pe Ellen Hall 
Zouis Colton .<.'sce0 cscs. John Newland 





A buoyant comedy, slim in story 
and characterization, that will 
hardly hold up to Broadway. The 
same playwright’s prize-winning 
“Velvet Glove” enjoyed a moder- 
a‘e run last season and this new 
effort can hardly expect any bet- 
ter, as it now stands. 

Miss Casey has a flair for bright 
lines. but relies too much on hack- 


neyed situations. It falls in the 
“vehicle” category for superior 
a-ting more than the play class. 


One curtain is reminiscent of “The 
Front Page” final curtain tag line 
and a drinking scene recalls a 
similar situation in an early Rachel 
Crothers comedy. 

Story tells the efforts of a suc- 
cessful playwright in regaining the 
love of his wife, who has self-pitied 
herself into a love affair with his 
best friend, a leading actor in his 
plays. Comedy situations develop 
from the use of speeches from the 
author’s plays to woo the wife. 
Final curtain falls on the necessity 
of the dramatist to change lines in 
his newest effort as he had used 
these to regain his wife’s affections. 

With three weeks’ rehearsals, 
one due to cancellation of a week 
booked for Ogunquit, Me., the 
cast gives a smooth performance. 
Leo G. Carroll, a long-time favorite 
here from his early days as mem- 
ber of the resident company, gives 
a winning and effective perform- 
ance in his usual modulated man- 
ner as the dramatist. Honors also 
go to Ethel Owen as the actress 
and friend of the playwright. Miss 
Casey is generous to this role, as 
she has given it all the best lines 
and Miss Owen does not throw 
them away. This is the only fully 
developed character that Miss 
Casey has given to her script. 

Joan Wetmore is charming as 


| alight, although it has some nice 
| individual trees. 


| Theme embraces adventures of. 


a group of genteel hoboes who 
arrive in New York in a boxcar on 
the fateful day in 1933 when 
Roosevelt closed the banks. Their 
subsequent didoes vis-a-vis evic- 
tions, exchange of scrip, and an 
escort bureau that appears their 
sole economic salvation are nearer 
corny than nostalgic, with the 
overall effect somewhat dispiriting, 


despite the youthful verve of the! 


playing. 


Avon Long and Dottie Saulter, | 
che | 


individually and in duet, get 
last ounce out of the songs dealt 
them, stopping the show on prac- 
tically every occasion they’re on. 
Bob Kennedy, singing lead, vigor- 
ously combats the negativeness of 
his role, registering nicely in 
Hughes’ strongest lyric, “Not To- 
day,” which is also best staged 
number‘in the piece. Beverly Janis 
has the looks and voice for any 
tuneshow possibilities, giving the 
ingenue lead authority and polish, 
impressing particularly in the 
“Two of Us” duet with Kennedy. 

Fred Kelley’s handling of the 
terp department gives evidence of 
a’ staggering load lightly carried. 
Besides the cast members listed 
above, chorus and extras con- 
stitute another 50-odd, mostly 
students of the attached talent 
school. These near-simon pures 
| carry out intricate dance arrange- 
ments and choral numbers without 
a discernible fluff. While Kelley 
has also found time to drill the 
principals and develop a half-dozen 
breezy routines for himself. 

Mary Ann Niles, his sidekick 
throughout, acquits herself well 
hoofwise also providing some of 
the comedy. 

Script is short on comedy, how- 
ever. Francis Compton and Belle 
Flower try hard, but with few 
risible results. One_ overlong 
attempt at comedy in a Union 
| League Club setting falls as flat as 
a wheeze from an old Ballyhoo 
mag, 

Tom Jewett’s 11 sets are authen- 
tic despictions of their raffish lo- 
cales, although they might have 
been bettered by more uniform 
stylization. Songsmith Joe Sher- 
man and Morton Kahn are at two 
pianos, backed up by Sy Brown 
on drums. Don. 


the wife, a part so transitional 
that it garners slight sympathy | 
from the audience. Elizabeth Eu- | 


stis turns in a skillful performance | 
weekend | 
guest. Audrey Ridewell, John New- 


as the vacuum-minded 
land, Ellen Hall and Howard 
Whitfield fill out the balance of 
the cast. Alex Anderson, scenic de- 
signer of the playhouse, displays 
his best effort of the season. 

A full opening-night house re- 
ceived the play with many laughs 
and curtain calls for superior act- 
ing were plentiful at final curtain, 
but a summer entertainment seek- 
er is not a Broadway smash de- 
votee. Russ. 





Just Around the Corner 
Ogunquit, Me., July 31. 


Manhattan Repertory Theatre Co. pres- 
entation of Mrs. Walter Hartwig and John 
Lane production of musical play, in three 
acts (14 scenes), with music and_ lyrics 
by Joe Sherman and Langston Hughes; 
book by Abby Mann and Bernard Drew. 
Directed by John Kirkpatrick: choreogra- 
phy and musical numbers, Fred Keliey; 
additional lyrics, George Jaffe: settin«s, 
Tom Jewett; Costumes, Lugia Bernard. At 
Ogunquit, (Me.), playhouse, July 31, °50; 


GPS. 0 0b 0 0 8606406040 66s. Bob Kennedy 
., Soe Pere re eee Avon Long 
~ SP rerre ee. tr Fred Kelley | 
Francesca...........-.--.-Marv Ann Niles 
rT eee Daisy Atherton 


Addison Chivworth. 2d Francis Compton 
Selena Goody Krantz .... Belle Flower 
SE. & OG 0% 04 04 4 0400.0 9 RED Dottie Saulter 
MENG chs 4.4 ER ESS bs 4508 Fs Beverly Janis 


An agreeable tuneshow built 
around a theme of questionable 
suitability for present times, “Just 
Aroufid the Corner” nevertheless 
handily entertained the resort first- 
nichters who didn’t have to worry 
about its possibilities of going 
places from here. A sock score by 
Joe Sherman to Langston Hughes’ 


thoughtful lyrics carries most of) 
with Fred Kelley’s | 


the freight, : 
terping and _terp-directing also 
responsible. Chances are that this 
forest will never set Broadway 


Nothing Serious 


Skowhegan, Me., July 31. 
Lakewood theatre presentation of Peggy 
| Wood, Joseph Moon and Roger Stearns 
| production of comedy in three acts by 
}P. G. Wodehouse, based on the Erik Mar- 


} tin-Charles Colby plav ‘‘House on the 
| Cliff.”” Stars Fay Bainter; features, Ian 
Keith. Directed by Melville Burke; set- 


ting, Paul Morrison. At Lakewood thea- 


| tre, Skowhegan, Me., July 31,.’50; at $1.80 | 


top. 

SPS See ee eer ee Reynold Evans 
BE. LarceG essa toss eeent ees Julie Walter 
EN 3,66 6:84 Cab 60924 Bede Fay Bainter 
MENG 2 clnbis VarcURe he Sauls Anthony Dearden 
Widow Blodgett......... Dorothy Patten 
ET eer ee Stanley Nelson 
POI . 5.0 cbs gandadsess Reg Venable 
eb he ere Ian Keith 





| This preem of “Nothing Seri- 
ous” is advertised as a pre-Broad- 
way tryout, but it is unlikely 
that this P. G. Wodehouse opus 
will ever get as far as the city 
|line, although the plans call for 
| six weeks of strawhat touring to 
|'whip it into shape. A complete 
rewrite of “House on the Cliff,” 


stage. It is also loaded down with | Griffith’s characters are believable now his “Windfall” -is being tested 


some lines which are very old, 
(Miss Bainter telling the dumb cop, 


“every day you know less and less | 


about more and more’) and some 
utterly tasteless ones, such as Miss 
Bainter declaring brightly, “The 
only difference between a_ police- 
/man and a bootlegger is that one 
wears a badge.”’ 

Brightest spot in the play is the 
job by Anthony Dearden, an Eng- 
lish juvenile in his first American 
| appearance. He plays Joe, the 


impoverished duke. He is a typi- 
cal, cheerful idiot Wodehouse Brit- 
|isher, whose speeches are loaded 


| down with “what, what” “cheerio”’ 
and “pip pip” stuff. 

Ian Keith handles his footloose 
husband role as the broadest kind 
of farce, with grimaces reminiscent 
of John Barrymore when he 
wanted to hoke up a part. Miss 
Bainter works a couple of octaves 
lower, but the failure of the cast to 
sing in the same key is something 
which can be easily corrected. 

Lakewood theatre has. given 
“Nothing Serious” a handsome set- 
ting and the flapper era costumes 
of Julie Walter as the daughter are 
authentic and provide some genu- 
ine chuckles for those who remem- 
ber back when. After its week 
here, the play is booked for suc- 
cessive weeks at Watkins Glen, 
N.Y., and Bradford, Pa., with 
three more weeks on the road to 
be filled. Lowe. 





Tanya 
Cedar Grove, N. J., July 26. 
Towers Summer Theatre presentation | 
of Harold E. Lawrence production of | 
drama in three acts by Paul Burton-Mer- 
cur, based on a novel by Claire Pomeroy. 
Directed by Lawrence. At Towers sum- 
mer theatre, Cedar Grove, N. J., July 26, 
‘50. Admission by contribution. 


FAUME BSR. i... soc cses Ann Lawrence 
MEPEIe. VARER. Gina ced6icés Michael Zano 
i Wanda Tce er eT Pee eee Lorraine Miller | 
| Zechi LSP DUUES OC b MeN eRO SS Arthur Earle 
| Tanya.. . Barbara Moir 


Harry Rose Reet FPS Gerard Russak 


Victor Andreyney ..Emile Autuore 
Pea ara Bill Earle 
EMMOOS 65.0 V0 CS ele 0 Hs 6 Florence Mercur 
| ee ae ee Richard Stretchberry 


“Tanya” is embarrassing dra- 
matic fare to inflict upon straw- 
hat audiences. However, it’s 
hardly likely that Broadway thea- 
tregoers will face a similar ordeal. 

Adapted by Paul Burton-Mercur | 
from a novel by Claire Pomeroy, 
this citronella entry is fashioned 
around a Polish gal who comes to 
America in the depression-ridden 
*30’s. Taken in by a sympathetic 
uncle in a Connecticut textile 
jtown, the girl becomes a_ mill 
;|worker. From this commonplace 
beginning, springs a welter of sor- 
did events. Among them are the 
heroine’s misfortune to have an 
illegitimate mute son, her subse- 
quent rise as a burlesque queen 
and her friendship with a femme 
cousin who proves an ingrate. 

There's little point to the play 
outside of its effort to emphasize 
ithe girl’s devotion to her mute 
‘offspring. Unfortunately, this is 
‘so ineptly done that frequently 
|where the script tries to stress 
|pathos and heart tugs, an opposite 
/audience reaction is netted. 
| Hampered by poor lines, 
|players turn in mechanical 
| formances. 


| 


the 
per- 


|par her work. Sole exception is 
,|Gerard Russak, who manages to 


/milk some laughs as a burley pro- | 


i|ducer. Production and direction 


'which died in the prévinces some of Harold Lawrence are so-so. 


months ago, the new version is a 
broad farce attempt to kid boot- 
leggers and the bootlegging 20's. 
There is considerable question 
| whether there would be any inter- 
'est in such a subject at this time 
i/no matter how treated. To make 
| matters worse, the plot is tissue 
| paper-thin so that even some capa- 
|ble performances by Ian Keith, 
_Fay Bainter and Anthony Dearden 
| fail to get it off the floor. 
| Story takes place in the Massa- 
_chusetts summer home of Albert 
Clayton, a middleaged, pleasant 
innocent with a daughter who has 
just fallen in love with a British 
bootlegger. Living with them is his 
sister, played by Miss Bainter a 
one-time New York showgirl, who 
was deserted some years back by 
her husband, Ian Keith, a charm- 
ing fellow with a wanderlust. The 
husband turns up as the partner of 











the Englishman. They make a pair 





WANTED 


Top producer-director for win- 
ter stock company in Chicago 
area, also to direct school of 
drama. Salary commensur- 
ate with position and exper- 
ience. Excellently equipped 
theatre. 

Address Box W-122, Variety, 
612 N. Michigan Avenve, 
Chicago 11, Illinois. 


of Gilbert and Sullivan bootleggers 
without music. The spinster head of 
the local temperance union is re- 
ported murdered and the chief of 
police, the world’s dumbest cop, 
thinks maybe Miss Bainter, her 
brother or niece did it. Miss Bain- 
ter suspects her wandering hus- 
band, but it turns out that the pro- 
hibition lady was not dead—just 


quers all and the police chief and 
his son quit the force to join the 
bootleg troupers. 

“Nothing Serious” is marked by 
the kind of Wodehouse dialogue 
which so delights the readers of 
his novels but which unfortunately, 











dead drunk. Right there love con- | 


does nut move fast enough for the | 


Gilb. 


The Sun Looks Down 
Westwood, Cal., July 26. 


U. of California at Los Angeles Sum- 
mer Campus theatre production of melo- 
drama in three acts, by Howell Forgy and 
Beatrice Griffith., Directed by Edward 


Hearn; setting, Sara Mahoney and John 
Jones; technical direction, Nordstrom 
Whited; lighting, Melvyn Helstien. At 
Royce Hall auditorium, Westwood, Cal, 
July 26, °30. 

‘i; | are aeeesbas Marion Rothman 
Refugio ...... COO bds008 .. Art Marshall 
Angie .....+s++e+++..-Barbara Shiffman 
eee ly Aimone 
MUONS © Soeceseecees Harvey Berman 
GEOG: vencesdooeess Richard Andersen 
PePA = _gecverccacscccccers Gloria Watson 
Casmira Toeeeeeeeresecés Ilona Gerbner 
Manuel ..... seeeeeceesss..J0Seph Brown 
Gloria PTV TT TT TTT Tee G’Ann Bevyers 
ne 2 Oe Seek’ 600408 Beverly Dixon 
NEED: Liksevdsbeaecesss Don Koppel 


UCLA theatre arts department 


been beating the bushes for play- 
wrights of promise since he took 


has apparently found a prospect 
in Howell Forgy, who wrote the 
lyrics for “Praise the Lord and 


| Loesser’s music. 
signed Forgy to dramatize Beatrice 
Griffith’s book, “American Me” 
which has been titled 
|I.ooks Down.” 

Play combines the sociological 





| aspects of “Deep Are the Roots” | 


,with the supernatural elements of 


\“Dark of the Moon.” It can be 


imoulded into acceptable commer- | 


icial fare after its “workshop” run 


|here, but will take plenty of prun- | 


‘ing and re-shuffling. Forgy is per- 
haps the man to do it, since Miss 


| 


British bootlegger who is really an | 


i Barbara Moir is dis-| 
| tressingly wooden in the title role, | 
and supporting players, in general, | 


chairman Kenneth Macgowan has | 


over the chair four years ago. He) 


Pass the Ammunition,’ to Frank | 
’ Macgowan as- | 


“The Sun! 


iand Forgy has a knack of making 
| the verbiage soar. 

Single-set meller involves a 
Mexican-American family quar- 
|tered in.an East Side Los Angeles 
‘shack. The father fails to land 
ithe foreman job he wants, be- 
cause of his race, or so he claims. 
|Family is also exploited by mem- 
‘bers of its own race who try to use 
i/them to smuggle marijuana and 


|decoy wetbacks north of the 
| border. 
A jealous sister hires a hex 


woman to finger her sister, whose 
| boy friend she yens. The sister 
|dies from natural causes, although 
| the superstitious members of the 
ifamily believe the hexster killed 
her. A ray of hope gleams for all 
when the boy friend pounds home 
the message that it’ll 
but minorities will come into their 
own some day, via education and 
racial understanding. 

Ilona Gerbner and_ Barbara 
Shiffman are standouts as older 
and younger sisters. Rest of the 
student thesps aren’t so happily 
cast, although there are adequate 
performances by Richard Ander- 
sen, Gloria Watson, Joseph Brown, 


Marion Rothman, Art Marshall, 
Hervey Berman, G’Ann Beyers, 
Beverly Dixon and Don Koppel. 


Edward Hearn directed and Sara 
Mahoney and John Jones are re- 
sponsible for the striking set, over 
which a lonesome telephone pole 
broods. Mike. 


| The Devil Also Dreams 


Somerset, Mass., July 26. 

Somerset Summer theatre presentation 
of H. Clay Blaney and C. Peter Jaeger 
production of comedy melodrama by 
Fritz Rotter and Elissa Rohn Staged by 
Reginald Denham; settings, Clay Watson. 
At Somerset Summer theatre, Somerset, 
Mass., July 26, ’50; $3.60 top. 


id, MEE ee ‘ Claire Luce 
CNEL ik 6 bee week Oa Francis L. Sullivan 
Alexander Martin Petofy Bela Lugosi 
pi eee ere errr Richard Waring 
OFT. Woeearele cscesceces Oswald Marshall 

Though the comedy-melodrama 


tag is a misnomer, this piece is 
well written and contains a tricky 
psychological element which might 
be better exploited. Present billing 
has a tendency toward greater ex- 
pectation on the part of the viewer. 
When it doesn’t materialize, de- 
spite the cleverness of the fairly 
simple plot and the suspense it 
generates, there is a letdown. The 
piece is doubtful Brodway mate- 
rial. 

The play’s action occurs in Eng- 
land in the late 90’s and revolves 
about the efforts of an aging has- 
been playwright Quill (Francis L, 
Sullivan), to hold his paramour, 
Effie (Claire Luce), his last fading 
vestige of a happier era. At the 
play’s opening she is about to leave 
him for more fertile fields. Quill’s 
role then runs the gamut of emo- 
|tions from practically on-his-knees 
pleading to a sudden switch to 
|indifference and a*hint of a re- 
surrection of his former greatness 
through a play he had practically 
completed. The promised play is 
one that a struggling young play- 


wright Bernard (Richard Waring) | 


{had submitted to Quill for an 
opinion. Effie’s interest is aroused 
and when the young author arrives, 
he innocently allows himself to be 
introduced to the still vivacious 
Effie as the new secretary. The 
budding young author is kept a 
virtual prisoner in the house as 
he works on the completed manu- 
script. But he sees through Quill’s 
| petty scheme, exposes him and 
| leaves. Whereupon Effie finds her- 
| self reluctant to leave the thor- 
oughly beaten Quill. And the latter 


| pace as he starts to write the real 


‘life drama through which he had | 


| just played. 

Considerable skill is evident in 
the handling of lines and direction. 
| Adding to the suspense and leav- 
|ing the ultimate climax always in 
‘doubt is the addition of a fifth 
| character to the cast, Dr. Woodruff 
(Oswald Marshall), who finally 


pass the time of day. 

Clay Watson’s set is excellent 
and Reginal Denham’s direction is 
expressive, Malo. 





Windfall 
Westboro, Mass., July 30. 


Robert T. Daggett production of com- 
edy in three acts by William Happ. Fea- 
tures Bruce Brighton, Marion Morris. 
Staged by Bruce Brighton; set decoration, 
Robert T. Daggett; murals, Donald Hub- 


| bard; costumes, Irving Storey. At Rob- 
ert Daggett playhouse, Westboro, Mass., 
July 25, ’50; at $1.80 top. 

err Lilyan Wilder 
George Harper, Sr.......Bruce Brighton 
BO” Ser errr Marion Morris 
Jenny Boston..... ..... Rosalind Williams 
Monte Meannes............ Otis Bigelow 
| George Harper, Jf... .cccsees Pete~ Bradley 
Farrell Eastman.............; Dale Engle | 


Evelyn Carroll.........Margaret Sheehan 
ee irre See 
Television Man.........Robert Lauritzen 
2d Television Man............ John Rowe 





William Happ, assistant mana- 
‘Ser of the Robert Daggett play- 
/house, can point to two of his 
plays tried out in Westboro, Mass. 
Last summer his “Whipping Boy” 


take time! 


, at the Daggett. 

| “Windfall” is billed as a sophis- 
ticated comedy, which in this case 
means everybody is having an af- 
fair and the cast says naughty 
words. Westboro audiences seem 
‘mildly amused, but the outside 
‘world will probably never get the 
chance. 

The subject matter has a 
familiar ring (“Yes, My Darling 
Daughter,” for instance) and the 
writing sometimes takes abrupt 
turns for which the audience is 
/not prepared. Happ displays some 
'playwriting technique but life 
among the sophisticates is appar- 
ently not his dish. 

George Harper, Jr., (Peter Brad- 
ley) confides to his mother (Marion 
Morris) that he has had an affair 
with Ginny Linden (Laura Lee) 
and is for marrying the gal. But 
mother and the girl don’t think 
that’s reason enough. Then it 
turns out that mother had an af- 
fair 25 years ago with an old boy 
who has just willed her his farm. 

Pop Harper (Bruce Brighton) 
doesn't like the news, makes a 
fuss, and wifey walks. A mock 
courtroom scene in the third act 
brings everybody together —_—- 

ee. 


Strawhats | 


i Continued from page 50 ee 


























Shelton, who operates the summer 


| stock in co-operation with the Lon- 


don Little Theatre, has a five-year 
agreement coveriag the project. 
He will direct. 

The Shelton-Amos Players is the 
second group to operate here this 
summer. The Campus Players ’50, 
a group of U. of Western Ontario 
students and alumni, is presenting 
a bill of plays in the university's 
Convocation Hall. Outfit has op- 
erated co-operatively under the 
wing of the London Little The- 
atre. 


| Meanwhile, indications of a re- 


| suddenly springs into the feverish | 


drops in near the final curtain, to 


was produced at the Red Barn and | 


newal of a stock season in Winni- 
peg this winter. H. K. Baskette, 
manager of the Grand, has ap- 
proached the Dominiom Theatre in 
Winnipeg on behalf of Hall Shel- 
ton on the prospects of a winter 
'season in the Prairie City. 


‘Glass Bell’ $10,100 
Westport, Conn., Aug. 1. 
Wililam Marchant’s “‘Within a 
Glass Bell,” being tried out last 
week, rang up a hefty gross of 
$10,100 at the Westport Country 
playhonttse. It was the sixth offer- 
ing of the 14-week season. 


Dorman’s Play Trying Out 

“Dark Corridor,” murder melo- 
drama by Richard Reich, will be 
given a one-performance_ tryout 
Sunday night (6) at the White 
Barn, Westport, Conn., under Peter 
Fry’s direction. 

The author is stage doorman at 
the Broadhurst, N. Y. 


Mass. Straw Folds 
Monson, Mass., Aug.. 1. 
First casualty of the stock com- 

panies in central and western 
| Massachusetts is the Castle Play- 
,ers here. Company was in its sec- 
|/ond summer and had been playing 
‘four nights weekly at Town Hall. 
In an effort to survive, it had 
been performing one night in 
Springfield and one _ night’ in 
Brookfield, cutting the Monson 
| dates to one weekly. 


North Conway (N. H.) Opens 
North Conway, N. H., Aug. 1. 
Eastern Slopes theatre opened 
jhere July 25 with “Shadow and 
'Substance.” Playhouse is sponsor- 
ed by the Boston Catholic Theatre. 


|. Toni_ Mendelsen and _ Ronald 
,Weyand were starred in the first 
performance. 








Recent Harvard Law School graduate. 
Formerly associated with National 
Labor Relaticns Board. Subject of 
feature N. Y. Tribune article. Lec- 
turer on film, television, radio and 
theatrical industries. Well versed in 
all phases of entertainment industry. 
Experience in public and industrial 
relations. Desire legal position utiliz- 
ing this background. 


Box V-73150, Variety 
154 W. 46th St., New York 19, N. Y. 




















PART-TIME HELP 
AVAILABLE 
MORNINGS OR AFTERNOONS 


RECEPTIONISTS 
OFFICE ASSISTANTS 
CLERKS—FILING 


$10 Weekly JU 6-0266| 























WANTED FOR SCARSDALE 
| THEATRE-IN-THE-ROUND 


Players & technicians familiar with 
or interested in arena-style pro- 
ductions, : 
Write Ballard, 1 Rockledge, 
Hartsdale, N. Y. 
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Albany Daily’s Celeb Hoopla 

Flack of showfolk, columnists 
and Hearst bigwigs will tee off the 
new plant of the Times-Union at a 
dinner to be held Aug. 11 at the 
Hotel Ten Eyck. Among those 
scheduled to appear at the festivi- 
ties are Ethel Merman, Joe E. 
Lewis, Kay Francis and Sylvia Sid- 
ney. 

Emcee will be Bugs Baer. Others 
slated to be on hand are William 
R. Hearst, Jr., John Hearst 
and columnists George Sokolsky, 
George Dixon and Westbrook Peg- 
ler as well as a number of sports 
luminaries. Coincident with the 
plant unveiling, local Hearst link 
also marks its 95th anniversary. 





Capp’s New Digest Mag 

Cartoonist Al Capp’s organiza- 
tion, which just brought out the 
first issue of the teenage slanted 
True Movie and Television mag, is 
launching another publication late 
in September. Selling for 25c, it 
will be tagged Why—The Magazine 
of Popular Psychology. 

New digest-size monthly will 
cover developments in psychiatry 
in popular terms. First issue con« 
tains a byline piece *y Loretta 


Young. Publisher is Elliott A. 
Caplin. Lawrence C. Goldsmith is 
editor. 





L. A. Times War Rationing 
First of the downtown Los An- 


geles dailies to start curtailing de- | 


liveries to newsboys due to the Ko- 
rean war is the Times. Sheet has 
cut orders from street shouters in 
outlying areas. 

Although no shortage of news- 
print is current, understood Times 
management fears that a worsening 
of the situation will cue another 
siege of paper allocation, hence the 
Times’ own rationing system. 


CHATTER 
Noel Busch in Hollywood doing 
a piece on Cary Grant for Life 


office Sept. 1. 

Rudd .Weatherwax and John 
| Rothwell collaborated on ‘The 
| Story of Lassie,” to be published 
in October by Duell, Sloan and 
Pearce, Inc. 
| Virgil Thomson, New York Her- 
ald Tribune music critic, wrote the 
foreword to “Piano Works of 
Claude Debussy,” which “Duell, 
Sloane & Pearse will issue late 
this month. 
| Marguerite Higgins, only woman 
war correspondent now covering 
the Korean conflict, is scheduled 
|to pen “War in Korea: The Diary 
'of a Woman Correspondent” for 
| Doubleday publication early next 
year. 
| J. Kingsbury Smith, European 
manager of International News 
Service, was decorated with the 
Legion of Honor at a luncheon 
given in his honor by Guerin de 
Beaumont, Minister plenipotentiary 
in charge of press relations of the 
| Foreign Office. 
| All phases of film production 
will be covered in a forthcoming 
volume titled, ‘““‘The How and Why 
of Motion Pictures,” to be issued 
under joint sponsorship of the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences and the University 
of California at Los Angeles. 


C. E. McBride retired as sports 





| editor 

after turning out his final column 
iof “Sporting Comment” for the 
July 25 (evening) Star. He came 
to the Star in 1907, and has been 
sports editor since 1915. One of 
| the country’s eminent sports au- 
thorities, McBride was also wide- 
ly known for his column of chat- 
ter and comment. 











Falmouth 











strawhats in the country. Besides 
the auditorium and backstage, the 
building holds two rehearsal halls, 
scene shop and prop rooms, be- 
sides a first-floor dining room and 
bar, a dining terrace overlooking 
Coonamessett lake, and shops in 
the lobby. The grounds also in- 
clude the swank Coonamessett Inn, 
a golf course, tennis courts, swim- 
ming, fishing, boating, polo field, 
airfield (with 90-minute charter 
plane service to New York). 

The playhouse, seating 600, can 
gross about $11,600 on a regular 
eight-performance week (Miss 
Bankhead's $14,000 included two 


Continued from page 0 See 


Hit Sparks 





mag. B 
Jean Stahl, Hollywood movie 
editor for Life shifts to the N. Y.° 


of the Kansas City Star | 





‘to that time, was acquired by an 
| outside management in 1941, at a 
| ridiculously low rental. With the 
entry of the U.S. into the war, 
| trade boomed at the establishment, 
|and there has scarcely ever been a 


| vacant room since then. The en- 
' tire Coonamessett layout is now 
‘owned by M Franci 

| owne Vv ea rancis Crane, 


| brother of the original John Crane, 
and her son, Robert Crane, who is 
/also associate producer of the Fal- 
|mouth playhouse. The Cranes 
| were associated with the old Uni- 
| versity Players when that group, 
‘including Joshua Logan, 
'Fonda, Margaret Sullavan and 
|others, ran a summer theatre at 


Henry | 





x ings). The operating | 
ma poking poe With a total | Falmouth. Another Crane son is 
gross of approximately $95,000 on | Married to Logan's sister. 


the nine-week schedule, the | 
Ed Wynn 


strawhat made a substantial profit | 
Continued from page 2 












last year, which is something of | 
an accomplishment for a first sea- 
son's operation. Although costs are 

i i better | 
cae ate ae That is in |! find that my guesses still stack 
face of generally disappointing UP- Either they have come true 


: : { ‘ape OF are still in the process of com- 
esol yaaa on the Cap ing true. I’d like to go on record 


with “‘Wynn’s Wily Wisdoms” on 





| enlarged because the public will 
make a greater demand for TV 
,lickets than it ever did for radio 
Show tickets. 

10. A lot of people who enter 


television in the early stages of | 


the medium will fade from the 


public’s eye within a few years. (1 


hope I’m not one of them). 

11. Networks will run out of 
available time for sale. (I pre- 
dicted this would happen by 1950, 
but I was too early. However, I 
am told it is rapidly becoming true 
during 1950). 


12. Each big show of any stand- | 


_ing will have to have its own com- 

plete unit—its own _ director, 
writers, etc.—and not share them 
with one or more other shows. 
The only one who can be shared 
efficiently is the musical conduc- 
tor. 

I'.n not Nicodemus, but I think 
my guessing average on television 
has been pretty high. However, 
I’ll leave it to you in the trade to 
judge. 

Before I close, let me make one 
hopé (instead of a prediction) for 
the future: I hope that the busi- 
ness end .of television is not 
brought too strongly backstage. 
Businessmen and entertainers, in- 
telligent people, should be able to 
find a line of separation in their 
relationship. This line should 
come at the footlights, where show 
business ends and the theatrical 
profession begins. 








Aussie Legit 
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at present a hypnotist). The critics 
are never excited about anything, 
not even about the Oliviers, when 
they were here last season, But 
the public doesn’t pay any atten- 
tion to the critics. A play runs de- 
Spite, not because of the reviews. 
Perhaps that is the reason for not 
, feeling very exuberant about our 
run here. There isn’t the feel of 
a hit, even when you have a long 
run, 

After playing Melbourne, 
“Streetcar” had a two-and-a-half 
week run in Adelaide (population 
about 50,000). Here, too, the reac- 
tion was similar. The critics took 
it in their stride, but the audiences 
were much more. eager. Now 

| we’re in Sydney, where the re- 
sponse has been about ditto. 

As to the production set-up here 
in Australia, it is more of the Little 
Theatre sort. A company leases or 
buys a building, then proceeds to 
import plays and principal players. 


to lose money on a play. People 


bers to cover the nut easily. Every- 
| thing over (and there always is) is 
gravy. 

But despite the dependable audi- 
ences, there seem to be no Aus- 
tralian playwrights, nor opportun- 
ity for any. For that matter, there 


‘are virtually no professional ac- 
_tors, directors, designers or any | 


professional theatre people except 
theatre managers. It’s the re- 
verse of Broadway, where the pro- 


_ fessional theatre people practically 


outnumber the audiences, where 
few shows make money and where 
the critics are the last word. But 
don’t ever say it isn’t interesting. 
Adele Longmire. 


It is apparently almost impossible | 


come to see it in sufficient num- | 








Besides the Falmouth playhouse yy. 


here, Richard Aldrich also oper- 
ates the Cape playhouse in Dennis, 
about 30 miles away, and the Cape 
Cod Music Circus in Hyannis, about 
20 miles distant. With both spots 
also playing to near-capacity, Ald- 


rich shows -are drawing a total of | 


almost 2,000 people a night. At 
that rate, the total patronage for 
the season is expected to reach 
about 150,000. The summer popu- 
lation of the entire Cape is about 
225,000 (the winter figure is about 
50,000). In any case, it is already 
evident that, contrary to Aldrich’s 
fears, the Coonamessett, Dennis 
and Hyannis operations do not com- 
pete with each other. 


The setup here is located on the 
old 25,000-acre Coonamessett ranch 
owned by the late John Cyane, of 
the Crane plumbing family, early 
in the 1900’s. The Club, originally 
budgeted at $125,000, cost about 
$250,000 to build, but it always op- 
erated at a loss until 1941, when it 
was taken over by the Army as an 
officer's club for nearby Camp Ed- 
wards and Otis field. After the 
War, a name-band policy was tried, 
but failed to draw except for a 
moderate play Saturday nights. 
Aldrich’s contract to use it as a 
Playhouse is for a seven-year term, 
with renewal options. 


The Coonamessett Inn, which 


had also keen a. financial. doda up. 


1. The biggest ratings during 
the first few years of television 
will go to the variety shows. 

2. Most entertainers will go in 
for variety shows at first because 
they are easiest to do. 

3. Many programs of the ama- 


'teur show format will appear be- , 


/cause the talent costs are much 

| cheaper. 
4. The growth of television will 

be so great and so fast that net- 





| works and sponsors won’t be able | 


‘to keep up with it. It'll be like 


ithe stock market crash of 1929) 


'when the ticker-tape couldn’t keep 
‘up with the falling market. 
| §. The time will come when 
‘dealers will be selling more tele- 
|vision sets than radio sets, a fairly 
‘obvious conclusion. 
Profitable Biz 
6. Men who laid out a lot of 


} 


| Will double or triple their invest- 
|ments. (I am told that this has 
‘happened in some-cases and is ex- 
| starfces). 
| 7. Every entertainer of any 
standing in radio will have to ge 
‘into television. Again, this is 
| obvious. 
8. Weekly shows will be the best 
-type for TV if they can be accom- 
plished. 
| 9, Within two or fhree years the 


,capacity of studios will have to be 
ae * 


money to establish a TV station 


'pected to occur in many other in-— 


(The writer is a Broadway and 
Hollywood actress and playwright. 
—Ed.) 











New Faces 
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groom them properly or lack of | 


money,.are rushing them into top 
/spots for which they’re not yet 
ready, 
They point to Samuel Goldwyn’s 


Blythe are co-starred. While each 
is a good future star possibility, 
according to theatremen, neither 
yet has a name big enough to lure 
customers to the boxoffice. 

' Same holds true, they feel, for 
Metro’s “Next Voice You Hear.” In 
that one, James Whittemore and 
Nancy Davis carry the marquee 
load. Even though the picture 
might be a fine production, and 
it’s gotten good reviews on that 
score, it won’t do the business it 
should because of the lack of top 
star values. 


Tracy and Joan Bennett in “Father 


of the Bride,” thereby giving Miss | 
Taylor a chance to build boxoffice 


‘lure of her own for subsequent 
pictures, 
- * 


according to the exhibs. | 


,“Our Very Own,” for example, in| 
which. Farley Granger and Ann) 


Exhibs think that. 
Metro, on the other hand, did the. 
right thing, for instance, by team- | 
ing Elizabeth Taylor with Spencer. 


++ 





SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully 








Success, Cal., July 28. 

For years people—well, people like me, anyway—used to confuse 
J. Stuart Blackton with Sidney Blackmer, Betty Compton with Betty 
Compson, Ben Blue with Monte Blue, John Wray with John Wayne, 
‘Betty Lynn with Diana Lynn, George Montgomery with Robert Mont- 
gomery, Bill Halligan with Bill Harrigan, Elizabeth Taylor with Zachary 
Taylor, Milton Berle with his mother and Sears with Roebuck. 

But since Monday (31), when Sidney Blackmer added still another 
trophy to the earlier acquired “Tony” award for his acting in “Come 
Back, Little Sheba,” fewer people—muggs like me included—should 
confuse Blackmer with anybody again. 

He is currently working in “The Hero” in Hollywood, with John 
Derek starred, and if Hollywood were what Hollywood used to be they’d 
shelve the whole thing, call for a new script and star Blackmer in ‘‘The 
Conquering Hero,” for certainly no man ever came back to such acclaim, 
after shuttling between legit and pix for 30 years, as this same Sidney 
Blackmer. 

He’s just about as handsome as he ever was. He weighs maybe five 
or 10 pounds more than when he played the line at the U. of North 
Carolina and nearly had all his good looks gouged beyand recognition 
by a Wake Forest tackle named Laurence Stallings. He still has his 
own hair, his own teeth, his own gracious urbanity and singular mod- 
esty as well as his old southern charm with not a you-all in a hundred 
sides of dialog. 

Fifty is the right time for success of this sort to come to a man im 
any field. He’s old enough by then to allow for all the factors that 
played a part in.his success. I dined aid wined with him for five hours 
at the Masquers the other day, and if it were left to Blackmer to fill 
out the picture with droll tales of Blackmer you'd be practically look- 
ing at two columns of lovely white space. There's none of this “Well, 
enough of me, what did you think of my last picture?” about Blackmer. 

When you realize that hiw legit career began before the first World 
War, with Richard Bennett in a play Granville Barker directed called 
“The Morris Dance,” you get an inkling of how long art is for time- 
minded people. I first saw him with Margaret Wycherly in “The 13th 
Chair.” I have a dim idea he was one of the handsomer chairs. 


Drink To Me Only With Thine I’s 


Since those far-off days he has played pictures, vaude, television and 
platforms. Right now he could make a million lecturing on the evils 
of ill tamperance. Every lush in the country knows his story of a frus- 
trated chiropractor loused up by young love and old regrets, a fat wife, 
a dead dog and suppressed desires which only a homicidal bender can 
seem to satisfy. That he never does quite hack Shirley Booth’s fat off 
with a hatchet but comes to his senses and settles down to accept that 
“the important thing is to forget the past and Mve for the present” has 
made him a hero to similarly frustrated alcoholics now wrapped in the 
comforting cloak of anonymity. 

During the run of “Sheba” he went on one of those midnight disk 
jockey things to kick it around for five or 10 minutes, but phone calls 
kept coming in from faraway places, and the questions seemed to indi- 
cate that they were confusing him with a Mr. Anthony of sorely 
troubled stews. It took him hours to get out of the role. 

The unanimity of critical opinion has naturally warmed the cockles 
of his Carolinian heart. Ward Morehouse thought Blackmer and Hep- 
burn were about the season’s best. Brooks Atkinson thought Blackmer 
and Booth deserved the wreaths. Whitney Bolton thought he was not 
only superb in “Sheba” but would have played “Salesman” better than 
most of those who had essayed it. . Thyra Samter Winslow was the first 
to say that Blackmer and Booth, at first merely featured, should be 
starred. The Theatre Guild took the directive and moved them above 
the title. John Chapman, Gilbert W.’Gabriel and Robert Garland tossed 
their garlands to the souse of the century. Considering all thg simu- 
lated drunks on stage and screen, notably Barton, Nugent, Wolheim 
and Bannister, not to stress Barrymore and the like off stage, Black- 
men’s performances must have bedazzled even Bacchus. 

He will essay the role in pictures for Hal Wallis, but I suspect much 
of the adult motivation behind the character’s actions will have to be 
watered down and with it may go much of Blackmer’s frenzy, if not the 
character’s whole raison d'etre. 

If you want to get some idea of the span of Blackmer’s career take a 
look at those who have dropped by the wayside since he first played in 
their company: ; 

Pearl White, James Cruze, Clare Kummer, Alice Duer Miller, John 
Emerson, Walter Connolly, Otis Skinner, Walter Huston, O. P. Heggie, 
George Bancroft, Warner Oland, Buck Jones, Guy Kibbee and Henry 
B. Walthall, . 

As for those who are hasbeens but still among the living the list rep- 
resents a long and melancholy trail, for Blackmer shares the civilized 
view that the saddest words of tongue or pen are “I’m at liberty 
again.” In his time he has taken some awful beatings, particularly in 
Hollywood where he skidded most imperceptibly through the years 
from the best of the majors to the most fragile of the indies. 

It got so for a while that the only part any casting director thought 
he could play was Roosevelt. Funny thing that the first time he was 
_tested for it he asked who, F.D.R.? They assured him it was for T.R. 

He Jooked around among the prospects and saw one guy who looked 
the living image of Terrible Teddy, and he hadn’t been touched by a 
makeup man. “What about this guy’” Blackmer asked. “We tested 
him,” explained the casting director. “and on film he looks more like 
William Jennings Bryan. Come let us take you over to Percy West- 
, more.” 


“Which Roosevelt?” He Asks 


With that began one of the most strangling type castings in Holly- 
wood history. He played the part of Terrible Teddy 14 times. Once a 
‘whole picture was wrapped around T.R. and the Rough Riders. Black- 
mer played that one, too. 
| Recently asked to essay the character once again for TV he wired 
his regrets: “I’m a lifelong Democrat and just don’t like to play Repub- 
licans anymore.” This is being pretty outspoken for an actor in 1950. 
In fact it’s being pretty outspoken for anybody. 

Considering now that Blackmer is a happily married man with two 
small children it’s about time he reached the age of discretion or what 
remains of a once magnificent dynasty may not enjoy chicken every 
‘Sunday. His wife, who once played opposite him, is Suzanne Kaaren 
and the children of this marriage are William Brewster (Blitz) Black- 
mer and Jonathar (Johnny Cake) Cole Blackmer. The father had no 
intention of naming any child of his Sidney or Junior or anything like 
‘it but at the christening of Johnny Cake*there was a pause and some- 
/ body shouted the name as Sidney Jonathan Cole, and so it appears in 
'the church record. 
| That the children may not have such a time establishing their right 
to eminence as their father was recently illustrated at grace at meals 
one day. Blitz was saying it. But he took a long pause half way through 
|the prayer. Everybody thought he had either forgotten the prayer or 
that MacCready had once breathed on his grandfather. Not being able 
to bear the suspense, the moppet’s grandmother took up the prayer. 

“Please,” interrupted Blitz, “Grandma, that’s my line.” , 

I don’t know whose line it was that Sidney used in giving thanks for 
his recent award last Monday night. so I guess we will have to credit 
old Anon, the greatest poet who ever lived next to Ibid, if not before 
him. It ran: 

Things owned are mere oblivion’s dues, 
Things loved the soul can never lose. 

Somehow the quotation seems to fit Sidney Blackmer as if tailored 

for him, It couldn’t have happened to a-nicer guy, . 
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Broadway 


Author Anita Loos (“Gentlemen 
Prefer Blondes”) sailing for Europe 
today (Wed.) on the America. 

Ballerina Tamara Toumanova, 
wife of producer-writer Casey 
Robinson, due in from Paris this 


week. 

Twentieth prez spares P. 
Skouras expected back at the 
homeoffice this week, after a short 
trip to Denver. 

Al Friend (& Downing) tossed 

arty for mother on 91st birthday 
| sy (30). Joe Laurie, Jr., em- 
ceed the affair. 

Sam Levenson back to some 
mountain resort dates after vaca- 
tioning in Beverly Hills, following | 
his Las Vegas engagement. 

Earl Blackwell, prez of Celebrity | 
Service, back from a three-month | 
European tour to set up branches 
in Paris, Rome and London. 

John Wildberg back from Lon- 
don yesterday (Tues.) on the Ile de 
France to arrange local preem of 
the London hit, “Black Chiffon.” 

Hildegarde, her manager, Anna 
Sosenko; radio producer Ralph 
Edwards and actor Paul Muni in 
from Paris gunday (30) on the 
America. 

Ken Murray set Lew Ayres to | 
emote in the playlet, “The Doctor 
Goes to War,” on his CBS-TV | 
show when it resumes following 
its summer layoff. ; 

Howard Lindsay, playwright and 
producer, and Albert Nightingale, 
manager of the D’Oyly Carte Opera 
Co., in from London on the Maure- 
tania Monday (31). 

Former secretary to sports an- 
nouncer Bill Stern, Dolores Dillon 
is now singing at the Cape Cod | 
Music Circus, Hyannis, Mass., run | 
by Richard Aldrich. 

DaILy Variety staffer Charles 
Daggett east to Darien, Conn., to 
be near his child, in custody of 





Ann (Macfadden Publications) 
Daggett. 
Joseph Gilligan of Metro's 


flackery is the first M-G employee 
to be called up for war service. 
Gilligan has received orders to re- 
port for duty with the Marines this 
week. ; 

Ben (Women’s Wear Daily) 
Schneider back from the Coast, 
via Tucson, where his 27-year-old 
son, Leroy, a victim of asthma, Is 
curing. His mother is remaining 
with him. 

Warren Stevens, last seen on 
Broadway in “Detective Story,” 
inked to a seven-year pact by 20th- 
Fox through Robert Lantz of the 
Gale Agency. Reports to the studio 
the end of the month. 

Joseph H. Seidelman, former 
Universal foreign chief currently 
acting as consultant, back at his 
desk at the film company after at- 
tending the funeral of his father, 
who died in Miami Beach. 

Bill Doll’s indie p.a. setup now 
includes himself, in Hollywood, 
handling Fred Finklehoffe’s “At 
War With the Army” film; Michael 
O’Shea in N. Y., and Byron Bent- 
ley and Dick Williams in Chi. Doll 
heretofore specialized in legit only. 

Twentieth-Fox writer - director 
Joseph L. Mankiewicz, now holi- 
daying in Europe, will cut short his 
vacation to return to New York in 
— for the Aug. 16 preem at the 

roadway Rivoli of ‘““No Way Out,’ 
which he directed and co-scripted 
with Lesser Samuels. 

Arlene Dahl, thesper starred in 
Metro’s “Three Little Words,” 
trained into New York this week 


|O’Clock Club 


ance here of “Desert Song” to do 
same role (Margot) there. 

Pearl Bailey just bought a new 
home in Washington,. D. C., and 


will rest there for several weeks 


following Copa engagement. 

Canonsburg, Pa. High School 
class of 1933 honored Bandleader 
Jimmy Palmer with dinner re- 
union at Kennywood during his 
engagement there. 


Miami Beach 


By Lary Solloway 





London 


Irene Dunne to Paris for fews 
days vacation. 

Bill Stern, N.B.C. commentator, 
'is at the Savoy. 

Irving Lesser in town on busi- 
ness and pleasure trip. 

Phil Hyams in hospital with con- 
cussion after a motoring accident. 

Bernard Delfont has set Nellie 
Lutcher for Moss Empires tour, 
opening Oct. 3. 

Ethel Smith, due to open at the 
Palladium next Monday (7), arriv- 
ing. here tomorrow. 





Club 22 up for sale again. 

Legit stock at Kitty Davis’ a big 
click. 

Danton Walker, N.Y. Daily News | 
columnist, in town for a few days 
at the Saxony. 

Martha Raye held over at Five 
through August, 
then heads for New England dates. | 

Claude Ritter, newly appointed 
manager of Municipal auditorium, 
in N. Y. scanning possible attrac- 
tions for winter season. 

New show at Clover Club fea- 
tures Martha Stewart and the} 


|Blackburn Twins. Don Rice handles | 


comedy slot, with Carlyle dancers 
rounding out show. 

Ned and Norman Schuyler at 
Lake Tarleton Club in New Hamp- 
shire for rest, before heading to 


Society nitery did so well with 


Liicienne Boyer it has booked her | 


for return date in November. 

Eric Johnston took time out 
from film talks to attend party at 
Shepperton for “The Mudlark.” 

Hyman Zahl and Nat. Karson on 
five day jaunt to Blackpool to ogle 


shows and pact talent for the Em- | 


pire shows. 

Cafe de Paris going in for big 
attractions, opening with Kay 
Thompson and dickering with Bea 


| Lillie to follow. 

Charles Munyard leased Palace | 
theatre, Maidstone, and will oper- | 
|ate similar policy as the Intimate 
| Theatre, Palmer’s Green. 


Stanley French’s two character 
play “The Four-Poster,” with Mi- 
chael Dennison and Dulcie Gray, 


New York to set bookings for their *.tarts Provincial tour at Cambridge 


Copa City, Beachcomber and Five 


| Aug. 21 and comes to London 


O’Clock Club here. |seven weeks later. 


Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 

Old Log strawhatter offering “O 
Mistress Mine.” 

Prom Ballroom had Gene Krupa 
for a one-nighter. 

Art Lund and Jimmy McPart- 
land into St. Paul Flame Room. 

Bob Crosby in from New York to 
emcee “Queen -of Lakes” Corona-| 
tion Ball. 

Hotel Radisson Flame Room has 
Dave Apollon and his gal trio plus 
Jimmy Ellyn orchestra. | 

Dorthy Lewis Ice Show will con- | 
tinue through Aug. 20 at Hotel 
Nicollet Minnesota Terrace. 

Locally produced ‘Water Fol-| 
lies” goes to Seattle for engage- 
ment after finishing 10-day run 
here. 

Jimmy Nederlander, Lyceum 
manager, in New York lining up 
legitimate roadshow attractions for 
next season. 

E. A. Furni, St. Paul Auditori- 
um manager for 15 years, elected 
president of International Assn. of 
Auditorium Managers. 

Lyceum, local legit house, to 
have six Sunday, matinee and eve- 
ning, recitals during coming sea- 
son, 
Grainger and Hazel Scott. 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 

Sir Ben Fuller is planning a 
London trip end of the year. 

John Evans, director of Greater 
Union, planed back from U.S.-Lon- 
don looksee. 

“Tove Racket,” with British 
comic Arthur Askey, pulling top 
biz at Tivoli, Sydney. 

Native vaude is only doing so-so 


biz at Tatler, Sydney, for indie 
operator Martin Goode. 
Norman B. Rydge, head of 


_Greater Union, due back from 





to attend the film’s world preem at 
Loew’s State, Aug. 9. Cleffer Harry 
Ruby, whose collabbing with the 
late Bert Kalmar is the subject of 
the film biog, also arrives this 
week. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 

Tony Conforti, wife and young 
gon on a motor tour to the Coast. 

Allan ‘Clark, Monte Carlo: op, 
and wife celebrated their 14th 
anni. 

Mary Hatcher and _ husband, 
Herky Styles, booked into Carousel 
week after next. 


Gino Conte, Playhouse techni- 
cal director, driving family to Cali- 
fornia for six weeks. 

Jackie Heller already has his 
bid in War Department to head 
first show for Korea. : 

Lawrence Carra, Carnegie Tech 
drama school director, Clippered 
out to Italy for visit with folks. 

Mrs. Eva Simon in Hollywood 


visiting her son, S. Syvan Simon, | Usual policy at this keyer is four- | the Music Circus, set a local record | 


a aca Pictures producer-direc- 
or. 

Alex Gousseff, who ran old Tri- 
angle Room at Seventh Avenue 
hotel, appointed manager of the 
Ankara. 

Dick Fortune has quit Gardens 
p.a. job with Harris Amus. Co. 
and gone back to newspaper work 
at Press. @ 

Doretta Morrow 
Dallas right after closing perform- 


London-U.S. trip shortly. 

Big biz for Elisabeth Bergner in 
|“Two Mrs. Carrols,’ now in fourth 
stanza at Palace, Sydney, for Ful- 
| lers. 

Clay Hake, new Paramount man- 
aging director, arrived this week 
from U.S. He replaces Harry 
Hunter. 

Clifford Mollison, British come- 
dian, will do “High Temptation” 
at King’s, Melbourne, for the 
Fullers. 

Biz has slipped somewhat with 
“Harvey,” starring Joe E. Brown, 
at Comedy, Melbourne, for J. C. 
Williamson. 

“Streetcar Named Desire” off to 
| strong start at Royal, Sydney, for 
| J. C. Williamson. Season is set for 

about six weeks. 

| Robert Kapferer, handling Con- 

'tinental pix here, will plane to 

| New York, London and Rome 

; Shortly on a product looksee. 

| Sir Ben Fuller has secured the 

rights’ to Aussie play “Love Mé 

| Sailor.” Will preem it at King’s, 

Melbourne, in late December. 
Selznick-Korda’s “The Third 





|Man” preemed for Hoyts at the 


2,200-seat Regent, five shows daily. 


| a-day. 

Joe Joel, RKO’s Aussie publicity 
chief, awarded the RKO showman- 
'ship top prize for his campaign on 


|“Joseph Young.” Award was made’ 


| by Merian Cooper. 

Kroger Babb, head of Hallmark, 
| Inc., will make a third visit Down 
Under in September, Hallmark’s 
\“Secrets of Life,” “Prince of 
'Peace” and “Devil’s Weed” are 


laned out for| being handled here by British | mouth playhouse, 


‘Empire Films, 


e 


including Hildegarde, Percy | 


Leslie Macdonnell director of 
Fosters’ agency, off on talent quest. 
He’ll hit Copenhagen, Stockholm 


land Oslo on first lap, with Paris, 


Lisbon, Barcelona, Monte Carlo, 
Naples and Malta later. 


Paris 


Lola Leighter to Deauville. 

Lucette Caron back in town. 

Dave Garroway to Bayonne and 
Marseille. 

Lisa Perrin’s miniature barge 
currently the swankiest after din- 
ner bar in Paris. 

Arthur Koestler guest of honor 
at Anglo American Press Assn. 
weekly luncheon. 

John Jowett’s humorous book, 
“Traveller’s Joy,” is based upon 
his BBC radio series. 
| David Lichine forming his own 


‘ballet company to open in Venice | 


and play Paris end of October. 


| Barbarra Stanwyck stopped off | 


'on way to Rome to join Robert 
Taylor. 


| Francois Perier off to Rio with | 
| Andre Roussin play, “‘Babosse,” for | 


| one-month season to start Aug. 3. 


Claire Olivia signed by Jacque-| 
|line Audry to star in “Olivia,” to} 


|roll Sept. 15 at Fountainbleau. 

Jean-Pierre Aumont into 
“L’Amant de Paille,” to be directed 
by Giles Grangier and will co-star 
Gaby Sylvia. 

Julie Gibson landed job in Errol 
Flynn-Bill Marshall pic, “The Bar- 
gain,” to start rolling soon on the 
| Riviera. 

I.D.H.E.C., official French cinema 
, school, refusing to take in addi- 
tional students until government 
gives them a larger building. 

VIPs getting ready for the trip to 
Monte Carlo for the big charity 
gala of the season, ‘Le Bals des 
Petits Lits Blancs.” On tap will 
be Dolores Gray, Laurel and 
Hardy, Bernard Bros., Maurice 
| Chevalier and others. 
| Anouk Aimee, over from London 
'on the Riviera, seen mostly with 
Sadri Khan, Rita Hayworth’s 
brother-in-law and second son of 
the Aga Khan. She is still trying 
to have her early marriage an- 
nulled. 

French pix to be presented at 
Venice Film Festival Aug. 20 are 








Jean Cocteau’s “Orphee;’”’ Max 
Ophul’s “La Ronde;” Andre Cay- 
atte’s “Justice Est Faite;’ Jean 


Dealannoy’s “Dieu a Besoin des 
Hommes;” Emile Reinert’s ‘Ren- 
dezvous Avec la Chance;” Nicole 
Verdre’s “La Vie Commence De- 
main,” and Blassetti’s “Sa .Majeste 
Monsieur Dupont.” Three of the 
films are by foreign directors. 


Cape Cod 


Scene designer Jane: Berlandina 
convalescing at Wellfleet after ma- 
jor surgery. 


pearance at the Cape playhouse, 
Dennis, next week in “Dear Bru- 
tus.” 

Virginia Haskins, soprano lead 
| last week in “Song of Norway” at 





for long-distance confabs. 

Bert McCord, legit reporter of 
the N. Y. Herald Tribune, was a 
house guest last week at the Chat- 
ham home of Julius Fleischmann. 

Denis Johnston here for re- 
hearsals of his new play, ‘The 
Golden Cuckoo,” premiering Mon- 
day (7) at the Provincetown play- 
| house. 
| A performance hazard at Fal- 
Coonamessett, 
are the deafening jet-plane take- 
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Brian Aherne here for the ap-| 


offs at nearby Otis field, Army 
training base. : 

Louis Lotito, president of City 
Playhouses, Inc., and manager of 
the Martin Bech theatre, N. Y., 
weekending with Joseph P. Ken- 
nedy, at Hyannisport. 

Fred Allen, summering at West 
Harwich, became godfather last 
week to the infant daughter of 
newswriter Frank Campbell, of the 
Cape Cod Standard Times. 

Jim Hawthorne, resident tenor 
with the Cape Cod Music Circus, 
Hyannis, will sing his first lead- 
ing role of the season when he 
does Capt. Warrington in ‘Naughty 
| Marietta’ next week. 








Vernon Rice, of the N. Y. Post; 
Ward Morehouse, of the N. Y. 
| World-Telegram & Sun, and Mrs. 
| Dana Tasker, wife of the editor of 
| Time mag, here to catch various | 
strawhats and collect suntan. 
| Mrs. Cornelius Vanderbilt (Son- 
iny) Whitney, a former musical | 
comedy singer, visiting here last | 
week, turned down a bid from) 
| Richard Aldrich of a leading role 
|in a Music Circus production. 

Messmore Kendall, owner of the 
Capitol theatre, N. Y., arrived 
| over the weekend with Nancy Ran- 
| dolph, of the N. Y. News to attend 
the Music Circus. Kendall is try- 
ing to persuade Richard Aldrich 
to open one in Palm Beach next 
winter. 


Rome 


By Helen McGill Tubbs 


Jack Bennys at the Grand hotel 
'in Rome. 

Sixteen film houses closed dur- | 
ing the hot spell. 

Ilya Lopert spending a few days | 
on the Adriatic Sea resort. 

The Acqua Parade doing a good | 
business at the Foro Italia. 

Television actress, Joan Simmons 
visiting Rome for a few days. 
| Mrs. Spencer Tracy and children 
are at the Excelsior Lido in Venice. 
| Buster Crabbe’s “Revista dell’Ac- 
|qua” well attended at the Foro 
| Italia. 
| Mrs. Raymond Rubicam (Young 
| & Rubicam) a Holy Year visitor in 
Rome. : 
| Rita Hayworth and Prince Ali 
| Khan sailed on their yacht from 
Capri to Amalfi. 
|__“Thief of Venice,” the Maria 
| Montez-Paul Christian starrer, now 
in the dubbing stage. 

The Buddy Baers gave a party | 
|for the “Quo Vadis’ company in | 
their new apartment. 

George Ornstein of the Italian 
| Branch of United Artists off to 
New York for biz confabs. 

Actor Bill Tubbs interviewed by 
| Winston Burdette for taped record- 
‘ing to be aired on CBS, tagged 
“Motion Pictures in Rome.” 











} 


Berlin 





By Bill Conlan 


the Harlem Globe Trotters offered | 
a lead in the “International Ice | 
Show.” | 
Hamilton McFadden, chief of 
the State Dept. Motion Picture 
Branch, in from Washington for a | 
few days. | 
Central Europa Film Corp. has 
engaged Waldmark Frank, Berlin 
| script writer, and Paul Gordon, 
| director, for its first production, 
“Berlin by Night.” 
| Tony Lavelli in town with the | 
|All Star basketball team. He was | 
| featured with his accordion at the | 
Harnack House, where he received 
/an_ ovation. 
| RIAS, American-sponsored Ger- 
man radio, will join a European- 
wide hookup for Sunday afternoon 
concerts. First concert will be by 
ben Vienna Philharmonic Orches- 
ra. 











Vienna 


Cornel Wilde here. 
Oskar Homolka vacationing in 
Bad Gastein. 





Most famous Salzburg cafe, | 
Tomaselli, reopened. | 
Bush-Fekete’s ‘“Backhendl’” set 





for Die Insel theatre. | 

Josef Hadrawa, 81, poet and 
\lyricist, died here recently. | 
| Bach Festivals in Mondsee, | 
|Upper Austria, in full swing. | 
Hans Jellinek to Locarno as, 
‘delegate of Austrian Composers | 
Congress. 
| Austrian-born_ Oskar Homolka 
vacationing at Bad Gastein, near | 
| Salzburg. 
Loewenfilm signed’ Siegfried 
|Breuer to direct and play lead in. 
| “House 13.” | 
| Kathe Gold inked by Academy 
| Theatre for leading role in “Street- | 


Kaethe Gold to play lead in fall | 
|production of “Streetcar Named 
Desire” in Akademie theatre. 
Mort Briskin producing “The 
Magic Face” in Vienna, has been | 
fnable to obtain suitable camera, 
_and holding up production while 
‘one is aired in from Hollywood, 





Don Poynter, baton twirler with | 


car,” due in early fall. if 


Hollywood 


Robert Stack vacationing at Lake 
Tahoe. 

Richard Basehart’s wife seri- 
ously ill. 

Tito Guizar to Miami for a 
nitery stand. 

Claude Jarman home to Nash- 
ville until Autumn. 

Fred Astaire bought a horse 
ranch near Chatsworth. 

Gale Storm to Houston for two 
weeks of summer stock. 

U. S. Supreme Court Justice Tom 
Clark in town on vacation. 

Bill Thomas to Balboa for a 
month’s yachting vacation. 

Bonita Feidler Davis was granted 
final divorce from David Brian. 

Eugene J. Zukor elected presi- 
dent of the Paramount Studio 
Club. 

Rouben Mamoulian to San Fran- 
cisco to supervise opening of ‘‘Lost 
in the Stars.” 

Mona Graham Malden, wife of 
thesp Karl Malden, recuping from 
major surgery. 

Edmond O’Brien to Philadelphia 
for the world preem of “The Ad- 
miral Was a Lady.” 

Robert Turner hospitalized in 
Gallup, N.M., where he was on 
location with “Only the Valiant.” 

Douglas Sirk leaves for Rome 
late this month with a print of 
“The First Legion” for Pope Pius. 

Louis B. Mayer and Howard 


| Strickland returned from visit in 
| Washington, New York and Lex- 


ington, Ky. 
_ Rev. Neal Dodd, who “officiated” 
in more than 300 film weddings, 


celebrated his 43 anniversary as a 
clergyman. 


Norman Taurog settled his ali- 
mony difficulties with an agree- 
ment to pay his former wife $12,- 
500 a year for life. 

Sanford Adler, owner of Hotel 
Del Mar and Cal-Neva Lodge at 
Lake Tahoe, bedded at his Del 
Mar Ranch*following a severe ulcer 
attack in Reno. 


Superior Judge W. Turney Fox 
approved Paramount thespact for 
William Regnolds, 18, starting at 
$200 a week, and agency contract 
with Mishkin agency. 

The’ Bill Perlbergs (Bobbie 
Brox) building in Beverly Hills; 
all on one floor. They sold their 
big Bel Air house and are current- 
ly pone a Beverly Hills hotel 
apt. 

Bob Considine off to Tokyo for 
Hearst but war correspondent 
Lionel S. B. Shapiro still standing- 
by until getting the assignment. 
He drove out with Louis (newly- 
wed) Sobol and Lyman (Billy) 
Bloomingdale. 


Jerry Horwin, Coast scripter, in- 
‘vented and patented a beach robe 
which converts into a beach bag 
and carryall. It will be brought 
out for next year’s line by Harry 
Greenberg, so-called “bathrobe 
king” in N. Y 

Ike Levy and his wife remaining 
at the Bevhills hotel another week, 
before returning to Philly. With 
Loew’s veepee Charlie Moskowitz, 
Jesse Kaye and Robert Merrill 
around the pool, he headquartered 
in Jonie Taps’ cabana. 

Ted and Dorothy Friend (VarIE- 
TY’s San Francisco reps) here over 
weekend for a gander at Greek 
Theatre’s production of ‘Finian’s 
Rainbow.” They came in with a 
group of Bay City press people as 
guests of Greek topper Gene Mann. 





Ireland 


By Maxwell Sweeney 
_ Harmonica virtuéso Larry Adler 
inked for Theatre Royal, Dublin. 

Dan O’Herlihy expected in from 
li with family, on vaca- 
ion. 

French hypnotist Paul Goldin 
doing socko biz on provincial tour 
here. 

Carl Clopet Productions in from 
England for season in Cork Opera 
House. 
Walter Mahon Smith named 
film critic for leading Catholic 
weekly, The Standard. 

_ Mezzo-soprano Patricia Black 
inked for title role in “Carmen” 
Palermo, Sicily, this fall. 

Niall Boden named manager for 

Roy Fox’s new band, now touring 
Irish provincial terperies. 
_ Polish batoneer Matteo Glinski 
in for stint as guest conductor 
with Radio Eireann Symphony 
orch. 

Mona Ingoldsby, International 
Ballet topper, rejoined’ company 
in Dublin after resting up with 
oot injury. : 
R. C. McKew, G. F.. D. Irish 
manager, planed to London for J. 
Arthur Rank Organization awards 
in recent sales drive. ‘ 

Stuart Schulberg, films chjef of 


'European Cooperation Administra- 


tion Paris office, in from France 
(Continued on page 55) 
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Ireland 


to set screenings of ECA shorts 





It won kudos at recent Locarno 
festival. ; 

Gordon Jackson, Scots actor, do- 
ing part of show-business reporter 


here. lin “Happy-Go-Lovely” musical at 


Thesper Dennis Edwards here 

from England to joim Longford | 
Productions. Sheila Lyne also, 
pacted for season with same com- | 
yany. 
Abbeyite Michael J. Dolan to 
London for screen role in Asso- 
cited British production of Louis 
D’Alton’s Abbey winner, “They 
Got What They Wanted.” 


Former Abbeyite Maire Ni Shiu- | 


blaigh has written theatre’s his- 
tory with Edward Kenny under 
title, “The Splendid Years.” She 
was in first Abbey company. 

Irene Dunne 
vacation at  Kilcroney, 


20th-Fox at Shepperton, England. 


Bucks County, Pa. 


By Sol Jacobson 

Mike Ellis and James Russo 
weekending at Don Walkers. 

Naomi Riordan checked out of 
Playhouse for vacation on Cape 
Cod. 

Ezra Stone back at Newtown | 
farm after talent trip to France | 
for Milton Shubert. 


expected in for, 
County | 
Wicklow, after completing Queen | 
Victoria role in “The Mudlark’”’ for | 


Elstree. He'll also join Perth Rep- 
ertory Theatre in Scottish High- 
ands. 


| Dundee’s Kinnaird Cinema get- 


ting British premiere Aug. 14 of 


| Alfred Hitchcock’s “Stage Fright,” 


in which Richard Todd stars. Todd 
began as actor with Dundee Reper- 
tory Theatre. 

Queen Elizabeth Will attend per- 
formance of “The Atom Doctor” 
by the Glasgow Citizens’ Theatre 
in Lyceum theatre, Edinburgh, 
September 5, during three-day 
visit to International Festival. 


Australia 


Arthur Rigby, British comedian, 
| will do “Madame Louise” for the 
| Fullers at Palace, Sydney, at con- 
| clusion of the Elizabeth Bergner 
season in “Two Mrs. Carrolls.” 

Sydney, the “New York of the 
| Pacific” is having its wettest year 
|since Captain Cook first took a 
gander at the spot away back in 
1770. Terrific rain has crippled 
theatre biz. 

“Song of Norway” off to a fine 


start at His Majesty's, Melbourne, | 


for Williamson-Tait. Cast includes 


Victor Jory and family in from! Charles Dorning, Doreen Ansell, 


Norwich, Conn., to appear in “‘The 
Spider” at New Hope. . 

Leo and-.Ada Freedman in for | 
weekend. Ditto Bernard Hart and , 
the Jérome Chodorovs. 

Robert Schneider, art film pro- 
ducer, down for confabs with Bill | 
Chapman at his New Hope manse. | 

Bob Coleman, N.Y. Mirror critic, | 
in last week to catch preem of | 
“Anything Goes” at Lambertville. | 

Bob Hector, associate p.a. to} 
Barry Hyams on ‘Member of The | 
Wedding,” here for fortnight to! 
ogle Playhouse operation. 

Justin Herman, local resident, | 
shooting 2 reeler at Music Circus 
for Paramount release. Made one | 
of Playhouse last summer. 


at Hyannis tent last week. Local 
weeklies carried belated buildup | 
on singer who has worked at Music | 
Circus since June. 


Xn a | 
India 


Product shortage in South caus- 
ing some South Indian producers. 
to dub Hindi pictures produced in| 
Bombay into Tamil. Three mytho- | 


Robert Bernard, Marjorie Cook and | 


Hendrick DeBoer. 
Aussie commercial 


aways. One local sponsor has 
upped his giveaway to $18,000 
spread over a limited span. It’s a 
major headache to the local pix 
boys. 


New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 

Charles Coburn due Aug. 15 for 
an appearance with ‘'Lodisa.” 

Ben Witken readying the Shu- 
bert for Aug. 30 opening with “Af- 
fairs of State.” 

Paramount mgr. Jim Darby 
home tennis court. 

No announcement yet on preem 
of “Call Me Madam,” but Shubert 
already has a flock of reservation 
requests. - 

Yale Bowl pop concerts, spon- 
sored by Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce, doing okay to date. This 
week's session has Benny Goodman 
soloist. 

Lou Brown handling publicity 


logical subjects dealing with the; for Conn. M.P.T.O. annual outing 


Indian hero Ramma are currently | and golf tournament at Race Brook 


being dubbed in Madras. | 

Indian exhibition rights to Para- 
mount’s “Samson and Delilah” will 
go to those exhibitors making the 
highest bids for the film. ove 
marks the first time that the bid- 
ding practice was used in distribu- 
tion of foreign pictures in India. | 

A fire in temporary film vaults , 
in old Delhi destroyed some 1,600. 
reels of film at an estimated loss 
of $700,000. Both Indian and for-| 
eign films were stored in the 
vaults. The insurance companies 
had refused to insure the stock 
because of temporary nature of the | 
vaults. 

Technicolor equipment used by 
Orient International Film, Inc., for 
its production of “River,” recently | 
completed in Calcutta, has been) 
left behind for utilization by In- 
dian studios there with the under- 
standing that OIF would have ac- 
cess to it for any other of its films 
to be made in Calcutta, 


Scotland 


By Gordon Irving 
Rochester's date at the Empire 
now set for August 14. 





radio spon- | 
sors are going overboard on give-| other unions to demand pensions | 


qesees Meeting” which he'll do in| 


annes. 
Roland Petit, 


| September. 


| Charles Trenet in his first Rivi- 


era appearance since his return 
from America, stars at the Juan- 
| les-Pins Casino gala. 

“Holiday on Ice” terrifie success 
at Esplanadg-De Gaulle stadium 


in Nice. 
Chicago 


Milton Berle in for 
Knight opening at the 
House. 
| Kim Hunter, who withdrew from 








Palmer 


|\“Two Blind Mice,’ has been re- 


' placed by Ann Sturgis. | 
| Singer, Vic Damone, currently at 
| the Chez Paree, will be feted at 
Italian Festival here this week, 
Tom Drake playing 


tion of “Here Comes Mr. Jordan.” 

Eileen Mack, fiack for “Dixie- 
land” at the Chicago Fair, has 
joined Harry Davies legit publicity 
| office. 

During last week’s stint at Chi- 
/cago theatre, acts and house staff 
|feted Margaret Whiting on 25th 
| birthday. 
| Actress Arlene Dahl in town to 
ballyhoo lastest pic, “Three Little 
Words.” Same for Ruth Roman, 
/here to tubthump her §starvrer, 
'“Three Secrets.” 





vacationing in| 
_Cannes, plans to preem a new bal- | 
let at the Winter Garden, N. Y., in 


Evelyn | 


lead in| 
Chevy Chase strawhatter produc- | 








Equity-League | 











HELEN TYLER 

Helen Tyler, 78, one-time legit 
producer and play broker, died in 
Ebensburg Falls, Vt., 
Miss Tyler entered play brokerage 
field in the early 1900’s when she 
joined Alice Kauser’s play agency. 
In 1908 she became associated 
| with Edgar and Archie Selwyn as 
| general manager of their Play Co. 
While with the Selwyns, Miss Ty- 
| ler acquired interests in such plays 
as, ‘Paid in Full” and “The House 
Next Door.” 

In 1915, in association with the 
Selwyns, she produced Bayard 





Veiller’s “Within the Law,” which | 
runs on Broadway | 


enjoyed long 
and on tour, bringing its producers 
an annual income of $500,000 for 
|nearly four years, which netted 
| Miss Tyler $50,000 a year. 


| Prior to World War I she ‘pro- | 
| duced (also with the Selwyns) | 
| such hits as “Under Cover.” “The | 


| Dummy” and “Polygamy.” 
Surviving are a nephew and two 
| nieces. 
ARTHUR R. ZITA 
| Arthur R. Zita, 75, orchestra 
leader and composer, died July 30 
|at his home in Albany, N. Y. A 
native of Naples, Zita came to the 
U. S. as a boy. Years later with 
|a younger brother, 
‘formed an orchestra which re- 





ceived its first big break in play- | 


ing for, the inauguration of Gov- 








lor welfare funds. According to 


the produéer group, the grips’ and 
tooters’ unions have been delaying 
| the start of their negotiations in 
| order to see if Equity won its pen- 
sion demand. If such demands are 
|made by other unions now, it’s 
| predicted, the League will merely 
'tell them to get together with 
| Equity to share in the benefit per- 
| formanee setup. 

| To Equity’s -demand_ that the 
| road minimum be raised from $80 
| to $100 a week, the League has of- 


mands 


cent Equity “rulings,” such as a 


-——— Continued from page 49 See 


ernor Charles S. Whitman in 1914. 

Zita played in the pit at the 
Capitol {now the Playhouse), Al- 
| bany, for musical shows and ‘led 


} 


‘orchestras at hotels in Albany and | 


| other upper New York areas. He 
|composed eight tanfo, waltz and 
|mafch tunes. 

Wife and a sister survive. 








AUSTIN E. LATHROP 


dustrialist and owner of five the- 
|atres in Alaska and radio stations 
in Anchorage and Fairbanks, died 
|in Sumtrana, Alaska, July 26. 


Lathrop got his start and built | 


ti : . . ae | ; ; . a fortune estimated at $15. | 
Bob Feyti checked gut to work | spending his vacation building a fered a compromise of $85 for the 000,000 in Seattle, after the fire 


coming season and $90 for next, 
but has since okayed the $100 rate. 
However, this, like the benefit per-| Ajaska and engaged in contracting 
formance proposal, was reportedly | pysiness. 

made contingent upon Equity’s ac- 
ceptance of some of the League de- 
for modification of the 
terms of the existing contract. The! actress 
latter demands are understood to) Lucille Flaven, died in New York 
include withdrawal of several re-| July 30. 


|of 1889, as a building contractor. 
Later he operated steamers in 





LUCILLE FLAVEN 
A. Maurice Grill, former 
known professionally as 


Mrs. 


| During stage career she had ap- 


July 29. | 


Anthony, he | 


| Austin Eugene Lathrop, 84, in- | 


new interpretation of the unit com-| peared with Richard Mansfield, E. | 


Aug. 15. George Wilkinson and Al 
Pickus are co-chairmen, 


Barcelona 


actor’s contract from 

clause to run-of-the-play. 
The producer organization 

also seeking to have the expiration 


two-week | 


} 


Green Eyes,” appearing with Wil- 


pany rule and the regulation per- | M. Holland and others. She had a/| 
mitting a producer to change an leading part in “The Girl With the 


liam H. Crane and Clara Blood- | 


is good. 





CARLIE LOEW 


OBITUARIES 





played first violin with the Phila- 
delphia Orch at Robin Hood Dell 
concerts for several seasons, and 
also performed with the Indian- 
apolis and Minneapolis Symphony 
erchestras. 
Wife survives. 
| EDWARD GRANT JACKSON 
| Edward Grant Jackson, 35, for 
the past 15 years tenor with the 
Charioteers, vocal group, died in 
New York, July 30 following an 
illness of two months. 

Wife, son, father and two sisters 
survive, 


PAUL H. FIEBERG, JR. 

Paul H. Fieberg, Jr., 36, publish- 
er of the Chicago Stagebill, a the- 
atre weekly, died in Wilmette, [I1. 
, July 22. He also was a partner 
in the Fieberg Press, Chicago. 

Wife, two sons, and a brother 
survive. ; 











CHITO IZAR 
Chito Izar, 32, singer-emcee, who 
had been appearing at the S‘naloa 
nitery, in San Francisco, died as 


| 





_result of an auto collision last 
, week. 
Survived by wife and child. 
| JACK OKIE 
Jack Okie, 47, orch leader, died 


in Detroit July 25. 

He was bandleader for 10 years 
aboard the old steamer Tashmoo 
on Detroit River. His orch also 
played at the Grosse Point Yacht 
Club and Harmonie Society. 





ANGELO DESFIS 
Angelo Desfis, 62, film character 
actor, died July 28 in Hollywood. 
A legit player in his youth, Desfis 
appeared in 110 motion pictures, 
both silent and talkers. 





MAURICE L. GAFFNEY 
Maurice L. Gaffney, 46. ABC 
sales presentation director. died in 
N. Y. Thursday (27). Details in 
Radio Section. 





ISADORE FRIEDMAN 
Isadore Friedman, 87, Yiddish 
actor and playwright, died July 28 
at the Veteran’s Hospital, N. Y. 

Survived by wife and son. 





Leo Nathan, 63, retired labor 
foreman at Warners, died July 25 
in Los Angeles. He was the father 
of Paul Nathan, casting director 
for Hal Wallis Productions, and 
Irwin Nathan, talent agent. 


Father of Lucette 
Variety fashion editor in Paris, 
died in Cannes, July 25. He was 
also uncle of Leslie Caron, Metro 
actress. 





Caren, 





Joseph Albert. Thompson, 71, 
prop man at Universal for more 


= . 
sisi enim tah Pils maa locates 


By Joaquina C. Vidal-Gomis 

Josephine Baker headlined bull- 
ring show for producer Jumar. 

Rosina Mendia, legit actress, will 
make a film comeback in “Amaya,” 
directed by Juan de Orduna. 

Juan Torena, vet Spanish pic 
actor, in from the U. S. to appear 
in “A Man From Tangier,” Roland 
Young starrer. 

Producer-director Juan de Or- 
duna will start work on “Lola la 
Piconera” upon completion § of 
“Agustina de Aragon.” 

Philippe Rothchild off to the 
Costa Brava to huddle with Salva- 
dor Dali on sets for his new ballet 
to be staged at the Paris Opera. 

Two versions will be made of 
the pic, “Andalusie,” Spanish and 
French. Former will be directed 
by Luis Lucia and latter by Robert 


Vernay. 
Portland, Ore. 





Emlyn Williams due in Glasgow 
Aug. 14 in his own play, “Acco- 
lade.” 

Strawhat shows at coast doing. 
good business, with Ayr Gaiety | 
outstanding. 

Glasgow Unity Theatre offered | 
12-weeks’ season at Saville Thea- | 
tre, London. 

BRC’s Richard Dimbleby record- | 
ing programs in Hebridean Island 
ot Benbecula and in Dunfermline. | 

Peter Sinclair, Scots comedian. 
and minstrel, plays Miami, Phila-| 
delphia, Montreal and Toronto this | 
all. 

Louise Boyd, Glasgow singer, to | 
have lead in South African tour of | 
“Brigadoon,” opening in Johannes- | 
burg in September. 

Lena Horne recorded interview 
With Regal cinema manager Bob 
Scott to bally her latest pic’ 
“Duchess of Idaho.” 

Dame Edith Evans set for The- 
atre Royal, Glasgow, Aug. 7, in 
James Bridie’s “Daphne Laureola.” 
Play is on pre-Broadway run, - 

Italian film “Domenica D’ Agosto” 
“A Sunday in August”) to be. 
shown at Edinburgh Film Festival. 


| 
| 


Billy Bishop and Ann held over 
at the Clover Ciub. 

Arthur Lee Simpkins playing 
repeat at Amato's Supper Club. 

Horace Heidt show set for the 
Portland Arena Aug. 6, under 
auspices of local charity group. 

Phil Silvers, Gale Storm, and 
Rose Marie appeared at the Cos- 
mopolitan Club anniversary show. 

Al Donahue Orch at Jantzen 


Ballroom. Lionel Hampton and 
Spike Jones Revue set for later 
dates. 


Riviera 
By Margaret Gardner 

Nat Pendleton relaxing at the 
Carlton. 

Liz and Nick Hilton prolonging 
their Cannes holiday. 

Rosario and Antonio stars of the 
Palm Beach Casino gala. 


Ed Sullivan, cutting short. his- daughter, 


Riviera stay, off to Rome. 

Alice Faye and Phil Harris at 
the Carlton for a quickie-look at 
Cannes. 

Michael Redgrave at the Mar- 
tinez, preparing for the film, “Dan- 

aru e ya "hlce i & ILS > 


date of the next contract changed | 
from Aug. 15 to sometime in either yaude performer known as Carlie 
the spring or fall. The idea would [oew, died in New York, July 28. 
be that it would be more practical | Starting out as a child perform- 
to hold negotiations for a new er, she later appeared in comedy 


Mrs. David J. Marks, 51, former |. 


agreement during the spring or 
fall than during the height of the 
summer, when many people nor- 
mally are out of town. 


BIRTHS 


and Mrs. Walter 





Mr. Jones, 


Father’s comptroller of station 
KQV. 
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Taylor, 


is member of WBBM orch. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hooper White, 
twins, Chicago, July 23. Father is 
WBBM producer. — 

Mr. and Mrs. Dean A. Myers, 
daughter, Columbus, O., July 13. 
Father’s Columbus Dispatch radio- 
TV ed and VARIETY mugg in that 
area, 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Coe, daugh- 
ter, New York, recently. Father 
is producer of NBC’s “Philco Tele- 
vision Playhouse.” 

Mr. and Mrs. John P. Sonlight- 
ner, daughter, Hollywood, July 23. 
Mother is Jessica Jordan, singer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jim Dyle, son, 
Houston, recently. Father is on 
announcing staff there for KNUZ. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hal Studer, son, 
New York, July 24. Mother is ac- 
tress Billie Lou Watt; father is an 
actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Leonard H. Golden- 
son, daughter, White Plains, N.Y., 
July 31. Father is prez of United 
Paramount Theatres. 

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Cookson, 
ison, July 30, Roslyn, L. I. Father 





,is a legit producer-actor; mother | 


is actress Beatrice Straight. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jan Murray, 
New York, July 30. 
| Mother is former Toni Kelly. ex- 
nitery dancer; father is comedian. 


| Mr. and Mrs. Eugene A. Coen, | 
He was former | 


|} son, July 21, N.Y. 
| Metro foreign executive, later own- 
ing Peerless Travel Bureau. 


daughter, Chicago, July 23. Father | 


,act of Bert and John Swor. 

| Survived by husband and sister, 
Florence, also a former vaude per- 
former known as Lestro. 


HERMAN WOHL 
Herman Wohl, 48, former pro- 
‘duction manager for Chadwick 





daughter, in Pittsburgh, July 25. | Productions, died July 25 in Hol-| 


| lywood after a heart attack. In re- 
/cent years he was engaged in sell- 
| ing films for television. 

Interment was in Cleveland, 
| where he is survived by a brother 
and two sisters. 


LAWSON WILLIAMS 
Lawson Williams, 54, longtime 
employee of Universal in the 
prints and shipping department, 
died in New York, July 25, after a 
protracted illness. Williams joined 





served in various h.o. depts. 
P Survived by wife and two chil- 
ren, 








Zeffie Tilbury, 87, character 
| stage and screen actress, died July 
| 24, in Los Angeles after a long ill-| 
| ness. 
|. Her film career started in 1925 
_after years in legit during which | 
'she played support roles in a. 
number of films. She had been in 
_retirement since 1941, 


EDWIN B. BAILEY 

Edwin B. Bailey, 77, former 
‘vaudeville performer and silent | 
film player, died July 22 at his 
home in Santa Monica. He had 
spent 60 years in show business. 

Surviving are his wife, Grace 
Lockwood Bailey, and two ‘sons. 
one of whom, George Bailey, is in 
radio. 








ADOLPH BURES 
| Adolph Bures, 42, violinist, died 
in Philadelphia, July, 30. He had 


ZEFFIE TILBURY 


than a quarter century, died July 
_25 in Hollywood, following a heart 
attack. - 





| Stephanie Basehart, 36. wife of 
| Richard Basehart, screen actor, 
‘died July 28 in Hollywood follow- 
_ing brain surgery. 





| Widow, 88, of Charles F. Whita- 

ker, theatrical manager, died in 
New York, July 30. Survived by 
two daughters. 





| Mother of David Ross, radio an- 
nouncer, died July 25 in New York. 


MARRIAGES 

Betty Rembert to David Milam, 
| Dallas, July 14. Bride is the daugh- 
‘ter of Clyde W. Rembert, manag- 
|ing director ef KRLD-AM and TV 
there. 

Bette Davis to Gary Merrill, 
uarez, Mexico, July 28. Both are 








'the old Universal Co. in 1918 and | Screen players. 


Peggy Strohl to Louis Sobol, 
Santa Barbara, July 28. He's the 
_N. Y. Journal-American columnist; 
bride is former pressagent. 

Patricia Sims to Jess Swope, Los 
Angeles, July 23. Bride is a bal- 
lerina with the Civic Light Opera. 

Terry Leahy to James Jenkins, 
Dallas, July 28. Bride is vocalist 
on station WFAA in that city. 

Marcella Erwin to Max Gruen- 
berg, Las Vegas, July 22. Bride is 
with the Mayfair-Morris Music Co, 

Helen S. Goodwin to John H, 
Cranston, St. Andrews, Scotland, 
July 20. Bride is a singer. 

Anne King to Del Ray, Pitts- 
burgh, July 22. Bride’s a theatri- 
cal agent; he’s a magician. 

Mary Aileen Ranney to Charles 
W. Matheis, Troy, N. Y., July 28. 
Bride is former director of women’s 
programs for WROW, Albany. 

Thea Dispeker to Lawrence 
Greig, Scarsdale, N. Y., July 28. 
Bride is general manager of the 
Little Orchestra Society and also 
personal rep for concert artists, 
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